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Preface

The Warm Springs Culoural Resouroes Study was one of the first large preservation projeces conducted
under federal preservation policies enacred in the late 1%0s, A large mulei-disciplinary veam worked on the
Warm Springs Project from 1974 vo 1984, Before Warm Springs Dam: A History of the Lade Sompoma Area was the
lase of many reports produced by chat team, synchesizing the marerial for a general audience. Unforunarcly,
by the time the repont was completed in 1985, the UL5. Army Corps of Engineers had insufficient funds to
d;x!r'ihuh:' il:. a% widl:hl,r i intended. Ful‘ldn for the envimoncd future Puhlinﬁnﬂ af the volume never
materialized. A few vears ago, the Anthropological Seudics Center requested permission from the Corps to
publish the volume elsewhere. This was graneed and chus began the sk of recroating a volume whose toxe
resided on obsolete “clephant disks.” Rose White scanncd the texe from the onginal provided by the Corps.
The authors proofread che vexe for the myriad minuee errors thae speak into scanned exe. Maria Ribeino
formateed the repor, inserted ehe graphics, and made the final edies. Scotey Thompson and Richard Seradford
helped us find clusive phowographs.

Much as we were tempoed ro update the volume and revise sections we now know 00 be inaccurate or
autdated, we agreed that such an effom would put the volume's publicanon back another 15 years. So except
for very minor technical edics, this is the Before Warm Sprimes Daw: A Histary of the Lade Sonoma Area as it was
submitted 1o the LS. Army Corps of Engineers in 1985,

The Authors
December 20400







Preface - 1985

This valume is onc of four summarizing cultural studics performed under U5, Army Corps of Engincers’
!-l'!l:l:l'l!inr!:hii‘l in connection with the construction of Warm Spr.i ngs Digm=Lake Sonoma in Sonoma f'..ﬂunt':.'.
ﬂ.ﬂifm'nin_ lf:-'tng p-l:'r:p:::!iwi fram l:u.ltuﬂ] E.nugﬂphg.'. ﬂ:mngmphiﬁ :l.r!thrﬂ-p-lrlug}'. u.m;] other diﬂ:iplinﬂs.
this volume describes the wse of project land by vanouws populadons from prehistoric times up to the
initiation of the Corps project. Alchough the volume draws from technical and professional reports, its content
and style have been designed o make it appealing oo a general audience,

The purpose of this volume 15 to svathesize and analyze the area’s history, not just descnbe it. The
suthors chose to explore a number of continuing themes to present a dynamic piceure of life in the Lake
Sonoma Area, A benefic of this approach is that each chapter may stand alone, allowing the reader to choose
those of interest without missing par of “the story.”

Ti'll: first -|:|'|:|.p-'|!|:|' E_ivn:l I'll.'iE'F OVErYIEw u'IE'l‘l'u: cultural studics that were conducted 1""." the Warm Ep.ri:ng,:
Cultural Resources Seudy and ies predecessors, and summarizes the most significant coneributions, Chapeer 2
describes the study area’s environment, Chapeer 3 explores what people thought and fele about that
environment, while Chapter 4 recounts the history of human activities in the Lake Sonoma Arca in relation
to the area’s natural resources. In Chaprer 5, the ways in which suocessive oocupanes viewed their rghe to the
land are examined, as well as the legal and excralegal methods they used o maineain their tenuee. Settlement
pattern, the ways in which human beings and activities were arranged on the landscape, is the subject of
Chaprers 6 and 7. "The role of family and kin through time is examined in Chaprer 8, which also includes the
histories of four settler families. So that the Lake Sonoma Area should not appear too much like an isolated
community, Chapgers % and 10 add anessenial pespective by examining ics relationship wich the region, the
stie, and the nation, through rade, recreation, travel, and a variery of other types of interactions.,
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It has been observed that giving credic where it is due is among an author’s greatest pleasures—if one can
be sure that nobady has been left oue and, chereby, unintzntionally slighted, Considering the number of
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Various chapters and drafes of this volume were read and criciqued by our calleagues, We would Like to
thank them for their advice; although not all of cheir suggestions were followed, they were always
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The Warm Springs Dam-Lake Sonoma Project Area (map by Melson Thompesn)
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CHAPTER 1

StupvinG THE LAKE Sonoma AREA

Froop CoNTROL
AND WarM SPrRINGS Dam

Since the 18th century, major governments
:anmn:rd 'Flllh“l.‘ works have been the n::pun:.ib”il:y
of the LLS. Army Corps of Engincers. Even before
California had been admitted o the Union, the Corps
surveyed the San Francisco Bay with an eve to its
milicary porential. In swoceeding decades, the Corps
becamie involved in a variety of warter-relaped
projects, ranging From the removal of Blossom Rock,
a navigational hazard in San Francisco harbor, to
improving the channel of the sili-clopged Sacramento
River,

Dwuring che lage 19305, fMooding chroughour the
Russian River basin prompred vanoos local, county,
and state bodies co petition the federal governmene (o
develop a flosd-control plan for the srea. Numerous
studics and hearings during the next 20 vears resulied
in the construction of the firse major Corps of
Engineers project in the Russian River basin: Coyote
Valley Dam-Lake Mendocing, completed in 1959,
Plans for the second stage of the Corps's program for
flood control in the anca=—the construction of a dam
o nrﬁr Creck=—were refined do riung the cn:l'!.- 15,
dnd ir.| 'I';lﬁz. ci A Eruetion funt.ln for t|'|r." pmjcl.‘t wWorc
approved by Congress (1}

CUuLTURAL RESOURCE STUDIES

Cultural resource studies in the Lake Sonoma
Area began inm 1964, when Adan Treganza, an
archacologist from San Francisco Stare College, and
hiis small crew surveyed the area for prehistoric sices,
Alchough several sives were found during their brief
:n:nnl'n'l.liﬂjm:l:. AGnG Wwas ju:[gnr.l o bhe impﬂl‘tnnt
enough to warrant cxcavatton, Construction began on
the Warm Springs Diam in 1967, Scven years lacer,
however, the work was halecd by acourt order ansing
out of concern for the project’s overall safery and its
effects on the environment, including culewral
resources, Since the work on the dam had begun, new
professional standards had been developed by
archacologiss and two major pieces of federal
legislation had been passed,

The Mational Environmental Policy Ace (NEPA)
of 1969 direceed that, prior to a project’s approval, a
report must be prepared tha considers the project’s
impact on 4 number of factors. This sct mancaced chat
federal agencies “preserve important historie, cultural
and natural aspects of our pational heritage and
maintain, wherever Fmsihh:. an environment which
supports diversity and variety of individual choice.™

The requirement to consider cultural resources
had been supulatcd in even greater derail by the
Mational Historic Preservation Act passed by
Congress in 1966, lv advised federal agencies that
“the histoncal and culoural foundation of our Mation
should be preserved as a living pan of cur community
life and development in order w give a sense of
arientacion to the Amernican people™ {2,

Although the project was already under
construction, the Corps of Engineers prepared an
Environmental Impace Statement for Warm Springs
Dam-Lake Soenoma. One of the poine of contention
was reselved when the Corps agreed oo sponsor
comprehensive study o idencfy cultural resources in
the Lake Sonoma Area and to ke additional steps to
mitigate the project’s adverse effects on these
resournces,

Some Early Studies

Early studics in the Lake Sonoma Arca sought to
identify and evaluate potential culeural resounces. In
the process, the rescarchers aleo identificd many
research domains which provided focus for
subsequent studies. Archaeologists worked in the
Lake Sonoma project arca for nearly eight vears
between 1974 and 1984, Their aims were threcfold: to
discover all of the archacological sites 1n the aren; o
evaluste d'.'ll'l'!:lE'E that m'lg]'lt be done to therm as a result
of t‘ﬂhﬁtml:‘!ilhl‘l., ﬂ:‘l-i'ﬂlirig., it recreational ul:tli'l.'itil:.'l;
and to determine how to minimize the damage or
reoord information that would be lost. The first pare
of this job—hnding the sites—is kaown as “survey” to
archaeologises. In 1974, Robert Orlins and a crew of
elght frorm the University of California ae Davis spent
rwo months surveying the Lake Sonoma Area. This
involved the team members, spaced a few yards apart,




Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

sctually walking aver the area, carefully inspecting
the ground for signs of past human presence. A “sie”
was recorded at a location wherne this kind of evidence
wis Found.

Although the period of interest wo historecal
archacologisis—beginning in California with the first
Spanish sertlement—is not as distant in time as the
prehistonc era, it is neventheless distant in expenence
from modern Americans. For many years, the fact of
'il:l. recent |:|||:|.|'n-|:tr_'|' caused wme pﬂnftﬂinhu.l:. ]
doubt the value of investigating the period
archacologically: in tunc with the times, Troganza’s
1964 survey did not consider historic-period remains
at all, and the 1974 scam did not feel gualified o
evaluare the histofic sives they encountered. For this
reason, historical archasologise Lyle Svone was hired
in 1% 76 to document and evaluare the project’s historic
sines,

Eventmually, more than 120 archacological sives,
ranging from several ancient prehistoric middens to
19¢h-century ranches, were recorded in the Lake
Sonoma study area. Many were directly threatened by
conserection of che dam. Consequently, it was the
archacologists” next job v evaluate these sites so that
plans could be developed to salvage some of the
information they contained,

In keeping with the spirit of NEPA, che scholars
wheo took part in the study were concerned not only
with the arca’s past, but also with its heritage
:imp-urtu.rl:u E0 contemponary pcnp!cl. :p::r_'iﬁcu.l.l.':.-
||.1-|:=| Indians wl"u}::& AnCosiors had [0 up'l¢r.‘| the drea
in antiquity, In face, this theme came to be preeminent
in the ethnohistoric and echnographic work thag was
done in the area

While archacologists surveyed the ground for
archacological sites, anthropologists Lowell Bean and
Eugene Hinle conducted surveys of the ethnohistoric
and ethnographic literature on che area, and Dorochea
Theodoraous irrqil::mnnn:l;l an EXteEnsIve Interview
]ﬁl‘ngrun'n- K nn\l‘lcﬂ!.ml'ﬂu lewzal I:‘ld:'.a ns ':.'an rIiI'I.F f'n.'l:
gencrations and ranging from fourteen o one hundred
and thirtcen years of age” were intervicwed to record
boch historic and contermporary Native Amencan usc
of the area (3). In this way, the mose impaortant
continuing Indian use of the area was discovered: the
culuvation of several species of plants for baskerry,
ceremonial vse, and vraditional healing., These
cthnobotanical (plant-collecting b sites were identfied
im the field and recorded.

In ]'?T&, with these dﬂh i hmd. much n-f' I:h-l;
project’s lands were nominaeed for inclusion on the
Mational Register of Hiseoric Places, and in the
following year, the Dy Creck-Warm Springs Valleys
Archeological Districe was formally placed on the
Register. The Distriet included notoanly land avwned
by the Corps of Engineers, but also private properties
locared downstreamn in the Dry Creek Valley thar
wene historically associaved with the project area
The District contains 85 prehistoric, 24 historic, and
A cthnobotanicil :.:il:l;:. Thl: p-ﬂ:hiﬂnl'i:: E1] i I'.iI'I.EEE' i
size, type, and age. Many of the downseream sites had
been occupicd by local Pomoans into the carly 20ch
century and were still known by name. Hisvornc
archacological sites connected with known persons
and activities ineluded Skaggs Springs Resort, the
Scon District School, and the homesteads of Louis
Mead, James Priechew, and John Ferry. The Pefa
adobe, built by the area’s first Mexican semlers, was
also included in the National Regiscer District. These
117 siges, particularly those thar would be damaged or
destroved by the Corps’s project, provided the main
fecus for the subsequent cultural resource studies (4,

WarM SPRINGS
CULTURAL RESOURCES STUDY

In 1978, the same vear that work on the dam
resumed, the Corps of Engineers began the firss of us
mitigation-phase cultural resowrce studies, This work
was coordinated by Dr. Richard N. Lerner, Corps
Anthropologise, and carried out by the newly created
Warm Hprings Cultural Rezources St.ud":'. i
nrg.lni:r:ll:iun madc u‘|'.'| of scholars froom Sonoma SI!.IH:
Universiew, University of California campuses at
[avis and Riverside, California Scate Universiey at
Sacramento, and Santa Rosa Junior College, as well
as professionals working independently or with
privite rescarch ofganizations,

The objective of the group, headed by D, David
A, Fredrickson of Sonoma Stace University, was o
rJr:lign and implﬂmcn: a program, as rl:quirnd ]:"." lawr,
(] |¢.'|:|.|:'|:| the t:l'ﬁ‘:l:t of the ﬂ'nr'u': Fl'uj;n:t an the
cultural propereies included in the Nadoenal Register
Driserict. The resulting program was lacer described
by New Weir magazine as a “vesthook example of
cultural resources management, gathering together
professionals of & multidiseiplinary breadeh never
before contemplated by a govermmment agency”:
prehistoric and hisvoric archacologists, historians,
cthnohistorians, linguists, ethnographers, geogra-
phers, botanises, ethnoboranists, geologises, folk-
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Warm Springs Dam under construction circa 1979; Rockpile Road Bridge crosses Warm Springs

Creck at middie left.

lorists, and an anthropological museologist (3). Under
the auEp ices of the Warm ."'Zp:rirlg.\. Culewral Resowrces
Study, these people studied the Lake Sonoma Area to
adepth rarely achieved elsewhere,

The present volume's geographical focus—awhat
{also,
“study arca” and “projece arca”—is composed of
mofe than 17,000 contiguous acres in northern
Sanoma County, California: the land purchased by
the Corps of Engincers for the dam and peservair site.
Ethnographic research with the Diry Creck and
Cloverdale Pomo included study of the use of lands
near the project which had been held by these groups
in the past, Additional studies 1n the Dy Creek

i.'I n.-ﬁ:rn:ri b as thf ‘].ah: EL‘ITII'J:ITI.I A.ﬂ:i]"

up|:a ads ared to the northwest nFﬂn:rFl:p proporty and
along Kelly Road, done in connection with biclogical
and road relocation investigations, added much
supplementary data aboue thousands of acres and
provided a broader context for the Lake Sonoma Arca
investigations.

Ethnographic and Ethnobotanical Studies
By swressing the living, dynamic aspects of local
Indian culture rather chan ereating it only historically,

as a collection of cultural relics from an archaic way
of life, the echnographic stdies were able to make
contributions of great importance oo scholarly
knowledge. At the same time, this approach generated
|:1:|u.'||.|'9.' significant humanstic inhig}ltx intothe effores
I:I-'F :n:itcmpnnr}' Mative Amerncans o retain their
cultural integrity. From the first such research in the
arca, conducted under the leadership of Dorothea
Theodoratus by ethnographer David Perd, it was clear
that many [y Creek Indians sull lived ncarby; far
from having melved ings the cultusal " pot” they were
both prowd of their heritage and deeply avached,
emorionally and spirioeally, to the Lake Sonoma Area.

Ethnabotanical sites were p:lrt'nmE:r[',' iI'I'IFH:Irl‘_'II'Lt.
Interviews revealed that in recent yedrs Inetian Fu:l:r|.1|f-|:
had been finding certain imporeant plants increasingly
difficule to obeaine as a resule, collection sites on
Warm Springs and Diey erecks were being utilized by
people fram as far away as Lake and Mendocino
counties. In greatest demand was basker sedge, whose
roods are used in making delicare twined and coiled
baskets. In addition vo sedge’s economic imporance
o several renowned Pomoan basketweavers, other
planes coneributed o the continuation of other aspects

3
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of the area’s eraditional Indian culture, To lessen the
effect of the loss of these planes, thousands of sedge,
willow, angelica, and lomatium plants were
transplanted to new locations downstream from the
dam. Initial harvests by the weavers suggest that the
sedge relocation 15 2 swccess. In r-l,'vl;q:lgnil:hm of this
innovative mark, the Warm Springs Cultural
Resources Study received a nacional award in 1982
from the Army Corps of Engineers.

Language was another element of local Indian
culture that was decumented as pare of the study.
Linguists have comparcd the degree of differcnce
between thiee of the Pomoan languages—Southern
Pomo, Kashava (or Southweseern), and Ceneral
Pomoe—ro thar of the Western European Romance
languages, Spanish, French, and lualian. Dialeces of
each fanguage were spoken by a number of small,
politically autonomous groups, called tribelets by
cthmagruphl:n. O the Southem Pomo dialects, the
variant spoken in the Sanea Rosa-Schastopol arca dicd
out catly in the 2ith century; that of the Healdsburg
loscaliey was lose afeer Wordd War I1. In face, only twa
Southern Pomo dialects, Mihilakawna (Diry Creek)
and Makahmo (Cloverdale), survived ingo the 1980s:
forounately, both were spoken by inhabicans of the
Lake Sonoma project arca. Project linguists soon
discowered that even these were in danger, a5 anlby ten
speakers of the Mihilakawna dialect survived, while

Indian basketweavers iransplanting sedge along Dry Creek {photo by Scoit Patterson)

only one speaker of the Makahmo dialece remained,
Linguist Robert Oswalt summed up the critical state
of thingsin these words

The situagion is guite analogows to that of an
e,:n-:i:ngq,:n,.-d spn::,:it,:s. Careat sums have been
SPENE D PrEserve SPecics Near cxinction, . ..
And vyet there 15 another kind of living
ofganism, more intimately a pare of
humankind, which Erws i md evalves, and 1a
some cases dics, with no comparable effont
being expended wo preserve it Language (6).

Accordingly, the linguists made numerous
recordings of native speakers. compiled word lises,
and analyzed the languages” grammarcical scructure.
There has been a renewed interest among people of
Makahmo and Mihilakawna descent in leaming the
language of their ancestors. It is certain that the
linguises” work has made a priceless contribution
eoward the preservation and revival of these
threatened “species.”

To provide the perspective of local Indians on
these cultural studies, a Mative American Advisory
Council was formed. This group gave advice on a
variery of Indian concerns, including the disposition
of many of the pewoglyph recks, considersd sacred
by some, that were o be flended by the ressrvoir.
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Two of the boulders were selected for exhibition at
the Visitors Center, while the remainder were moved
from their original locations and buned to prevent
vandalism and for possible lager display.

A guiding principle of the echnohistoric reseanch
was the perishable nature of the information: while
much of the history of the area’s White population
was available from written and archacological
SO URCDE, mu¢]’: af the E:l.i'l-l:ril:nl:l: af the Indian
residents was contained only in the memory of tribal
schaolars and other clder citizens, The advancing vears
af many Indian consultants, together with changes in
the landicape caused by dam and reservoir
constrsction, combined w put this store of knowledge
in peril. The gencration who could recall firsthand the
Indian lifestyle of the late 1%h and cardy 20ch
cenfurics was passing away. Without their accounts,
it would have been i:rnp-u:lx:ihln by preconstruce, for
c:l.u.rnplc. the Fr.ltl:l:rn of seasondl movements that
allowed Indians po survive in a world dominaved by
hostile Whites, while retaining their own culoural
identiey. Seorcs passed down through che generations
fecall events that were ignored by contemporary
historians, such a3 the forced relocation of Div Creek
Indians during the 1850s, known as the “[Deach
March.”
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Feiroglyph rock in the Lake Sonoma Area; nnmerous cupules visible on left

Ethnohistory and History

Another contribution of the Warm Springs
Cultural Resources Study was the approach taken to
the study of the area’s histonic-peried residents. Small
rural communitics in the West had rarely been studicd
in this kind of breadeh and depth. Not enough
“important” happenings occurred here for the likings
af many historians concerned l'!irim:i.p:“',.' with events
described inwritten documents, Studies such as those
for the Lake Sonoma project have helped o make
rescarchers aware of the quantity and quality of dara
thae exist for these overlooked areas.

By and large, the people who were studicd were
ordinary folk, althowgh large landowners left the most
information abour themselves. Some segments of the
population—swch as the landless or transient—werne
barely represented in the hisworic records, Despie
these gaps, the work provided insights inte many
aspocts of 19th- and carly 20th-century rural life.
This was achieved on a variery of levels, ranging
from compiling epizodic, oral history accounts, o
analyzing historical processes thar affected the area’s
long-term developmene. Mostimportane for the lamer
goal was the opportunity to study the histories of
individual families over many vears and o char their
responses o cenain broad historie changes. A major
focus was their changing finances, as refleceed in
landholding and acquisition practxes and agniculoeral
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o rcl':.:'ﬁl:ul:iun YErsus :ir.n':-l:ijii ::ll:il:m. H},- ﬁl“.ll'l'n'il'l.s I:|1¢
carcers of familics, rescarchers could also discover
relationships between the familics' size and
compasition and cconomic changes on both the
household and regicnwade level.

We can speculate that the history of the Lake
Sonoma Area is thar of a vypical parc of rural
California. Ac the same tirme, it is clear thae the ares
was mneh mone :.tmn!j'!.' artsculated into COLLnEY, stace,
and natomnal networks duling_ the Iqu'i-:nnh.lr:,l P'I:I"il'.'l-l.l
than during the mid-20ch, by which time ¢ had moved
to the periphory. We might also think about the degrec
to which this may have been true of much of 1%th-
century fural California, and hew this would
substantially change our view of this penod. To date
there has been livde in-depth study of this problem in
other arcas of the stave, which once more highlights
the impomance of the Lake Sonoma Arca soudies,

Archaeology: Prehistoric and Historic

The 1974 U.C Dravis survey began a period of
in-depeh archacological examination that made the
districe ong of the most heavily studied rural areas of
its size in northern California, For prehiscorians, the
Lake Sonoma project represented a rare opportunity.
Generally, researchers cannot study in depth more
than a few sites in any region—the time, logistical
problems, and costs involved are prohibitive. In the
caze of the Warm Springl. Dam p-u'njn:l., however,
many of these problems were surmounted through the
Corps of Engineers” support.

The study gave head prelistonc archacologist
Marmin Baumhboff and his colleagues the chance ta
examine changes thar occurred over thousands of
wvears within the area. including the occupanes”
relationships with other groups, From the survey, the
archacologists knew the sites” locations on the
ground. Excavation allowed them o dae the sites”
cccupation. Brough togecher with information abour
the area’s wpography and ecology, this information
was used to study cthe changing relationship of human
uses of the arca o the natural environment. The
prehistorians were ingereseed in reconstructing the
size, location, and types of sites in the various
sections of their study area during parcicular periods
im che past. This interestis based both on a desire to
describe particular living patterns, in both historecal
and geographical verms, and o identify cthe
envirenmental and social forces thar inflesnee groups
o adopr ene pattern over another.

Relatonships between groups of poople, as well
as those between people and their nagural
envirenment, formed imporant topics of study whose
manifestations can be rccognized archacologically.
O the basis of various indicators, archacologists
determined that intensive human use of the area began
abowe 3000 B.C. They hypothesized thar, with the
development of vrade, the socicty became socislly
stratified and occupationally specialized, with
traders, priﬂlts. and artikans live g 1N %2 parate
communiELes daway Ernr.ri lowsztatis individuals.
Eventually, this syseem 15 thought o have broken
down when, as a resule of religious innovation, the
apcial structure changed to the more egalitarian
system that characterized the period immediately
preceding Eunsamerncan conbset,

In addition to changes in relationships within the
arcd, archacologists also found evidence of
fluctuations in the relationships between the Lake
Sonoma Area people and their neighbors. This was
determined by studying the wade in obsidian, This
volcanic glass, which does not eccur nacurally in the
project &rea, is 2 common feature of the prehistoric
sites, whose inhabitznes wsed it o0 make various
cutting, piercing. and scraping tools. The presence of
obsidian is evidence of either trade or of a relationship
that allowed people from the Lake Sonoma Area oo
enter others” territory and collect this valuable
resource. [f obsidian is chemically analvzed, its
geographic source can be pinpointed., By studying the
sources of ohsidian amifaces of Enown daces, the
ur:hu.-l:nlngi:.h were able to determine that the main
obsidiin procurement site changed over time from the
Clear Lake area’s Mount Konoctl, po Glass Mountain
in the Mapa region. With this information now in
hand, future rescarch can focus on refining the causes
af the change, which may relate to major political or
cConomic movements in prehistosic nonth-central
California.

The approach taken by historical archacologists
toward their sibes 1% I'lEI:I:HII'il'!.' qlli!c differont, as
|'|'|.m1,'nflh|: :Eu::l'il'rn: abot l]'hr: T st we ]:H:r.ind can [
answered without the use of archacology. Often,
valuable insights are reached by examining the “fic”
berween artifacts excavated from a particular site and
information from other sources, Consequently, the
Lake Sonoma project histosical archasologists wens
familiar not only with archacology and marerial
remains, but also with other ways of rescarching local
hisoory.
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Archaeologist at work

As historical a rl:hzculvl'hp_n,r Wk o l':|:|ti'l.ﬂr:l1f Voung
discipline in northern California at the outset of the
project, the potential of some sites was not recognizcd
by Corps of Engincers officials in time to save them
from their own personncl: in the project’s early
sgages, some sites were bulldozed and several historic
structures were burned to the ground for fire-conerol
pracrice before they could be evaluated or recorded.
In spite of these difficulties, chief historical
:ri;h.:cu:lugilt Raoberta Grecnwood and her associates
were able to draw i:hpnrt: it l.':ml:ll.l.:iun:. dlbsoiut F:u-t
lifeways in the Lake Sonoma Arca. By studying the
arfangement of ranches, Farmas, Helds, and fences on
the historical landscape, the anchacologists found
subitle links berween the local land -use pastern and the
wavs in which people viewed the natural environment.
A number of local building rechniques were also
discovered, including the use as posts and picrs of
redwend logs, often with the bark intace, and the
consersction of stone dugours for cold storage.

On o mare |im'|t1;d |‘r.|n.h:ri:|| lcvc]. the
archacological work provided a partial inventory of
the artifocts kept on 19th- and early 2(th-concury
rural ranches and farms. Mose of the artifaces thae
hiseorcal archasalogists extrace from theirsites have
lietle monetary worth of even cufio value; many are
only broken pares of what wene once common objeces.
Indeed, if individual pieces are taken out of the
context of their place of discovery, few recain much
value at all, even o nrl;h:nul.-l:gisﬁ. Yer with some
knuwlcdgc af the wiay i which 3 Eroup of artifacts
came e be discarded ina certain place during a given
time period, useful insighes can be garnered from
cven the most simple remains, while good arei foct
assemblages enable archacalogists to make important
contfibutions to histofical knowledpge. The homestead
of Louis Mead, for example, vielded a wide range of
glass, ceramic, and metal artifaces chat acvest vo the
quality of Mead's day-to-day existence. The lack of
any female-associated amifacts among the clothing

7



Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

'Fa_ttcr.u:rs ar !ihl:'l-l': Furl'_'s ﬁ.lu.nd om Ehe ﬁitl:' 1% tnl‘l:'::l:{:':‘lt
with the results of hastorcal rescarch, which indicated
that Mead was a bachelor.

The degree to which Lake Sonoma Area residents
participared in regional, national, and international
trade nerworks was also sssessed by means of
archacological finds. Archacology can provide
information about trade nerworks thae is unavailable
eliewhere. Historical sources sometimes contain
accurate li:.ﬁl'ng:l. afthe nﬁgiﬂ:,nﬁimnt:l. u.m;l I.":,'Fn:n-'l:'
everyday goods imported to California at various
times. Archacological work, however, is gencrally
the only way of reconstructing the pattern of these
goods’ distribution within communpities and,
eapeceilly, im individual househalds. Bue ehas is not an
end in iself. These parterns indicare the namre and
degree of integration of the local community into the
larger world. Ceramic rableware, for example, is
often stamped with the maker’s mark: these were
used by the Lake Sonoma project archacologists to
study trade during the 1%th and 20ch centuries, By
studying ceramics from dated deposits, the
archaeologists were able o compare acquisition
praceices within the study area with trends on the
national level. They also noted a distinct difference
berween the ceramics used at the Skages Hot Springs
hotel, a project-area resort, and those used on the
homestead sices. The hotel had a wider variety of
vessel Forms used for serving and tailetry purposes,
but a smaller range of decorative cypes, relying
maimnly on the plain or green-banded, hoavy, white
ceromics markered h'." pPOLters a5 “Haorel Ware.™

Ultimately, the importance of the historical
archacology program did noet depend on the resules of
any of its individual aspects, but rather on its
contfibution as a whale to a well-rounded knowledge
of the past. In pamecular, the method of articulating
oral and written informarion with thar fortheoming
from the ground itsell provided a more complex and
human picture of the area than would have been
pmﬂihil: from any s.'in!-_]c SOLIFDE,

As with most problems that are addressed by
scientists and scholars, the conclusions of the rescarch
at Lake Sonoma will incvitably be taken up as the
guestions for studies in the future. Consequently, the
auceess of all aspecs of the studies will be judged not
only by their own substancive resuls, bur also by the
quality and quancity of leads they have provided o
guide funire reseanch.

Cultural Resources Studies and This Volume

Webster's dictionary has defined a resource as
“something that lies ready for use of thar can be
drawn on for aid.” The informaton collected by
scholars over the years as part of the mitigarive
effores firs this caregory well, As knowledge in the
minds of Indian cribal clders, words in duscy, leather-
bound volumes, and uningerpreved objeces and “dara”
in the ground, the cultural resources of the area were
largely unavailable for “use” by sociery at large. The
rescarch work was done for the purpose of historic
preservation. However, the spiric of the law
recognises and demands that to do justice to the
resources we must do more than merely preserve and
record them in highly rechnical professional repons
of limived circularion.

Information gathering has o be taken one step
further before its value can be realized: the
information has e be organized and put in a format
thar is readily available and underscandable, This
valume is one of four chac have been prepared by the
Warm Springs Cultural Besources Scudy co present
the results of its research into the prehistary, history,
and ethnography of the Warm Springs Dam-Lake
Sonoma project area, It secks to serve ar least three
sudiences: the general public, which is entitled o the
bencfios of these studies as it is o those from the work
of any other public agency: professionals—
un!hm‘pnlnsitl:., historians, Jl‘chn.-l:nlngiﬂ:n. and acher
social scientisti—who often do not receive
unpubli:.hlnd information gﬂl'bn'mtc:l b-':,' studhics such s
this; and those with a parcicular interest in the arca
iesclf, cither out of avecational interest in its history
of because the information perwains to their own
communiey or heritage.

It is hoped thar all of these growps will find
something of value in chese chings thar lay “ready for
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Skaggs Springs Resort on Warm Springs Creek (phow from the Obed Boswornh collection)
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Lake Sonoms filling behind Warm Springs Dam, 1985




CHAPTER 2

THE ENVIRONMENT: THE SETTING, PAST AND PRESENT

A Twrir TO
WARM SPRINGS DaM

This mid-December jnul‘r!r_'g,- hcgnn i FI'I-E-
Drriving north from San Francisco, the erp o Santa
Rosa took a lietle over an hour. Typically, by that
time the low clowd cover had “burned of™—as it 18
expressed locally—resulting in a brisk bue clear
midmofning. From here we could see thice of four
skinny columns of white vapor emerging from the
e unERineops some miles to the nomhease. In fact, this
was stcam from Sonoma County’s Geysers discrict,
where subrerranean steam power has been harnessed
o drivie huge turbine generavors, providing electriciey
0 communities as far away as San Francisco,

O both sides of the freeway there were signs of
the recent changes evidens in much of the counry; its
proximity to San Francisco has caused much
development here since 1970, With the rising cost of
agricultural land, some orchard crops, such as prunes,
are being replaced by wine grapes, a more proficable
investment, Decaving, untended orchards alongside
plantings of young vines still protected in their white
cardboard cylinders are common sights now beeween
Santa Hoxa and Hc:l.ll.ln-hllrg. whiere we crosscd the
broad Russian River.

Te get to the dam, we took Canyvon Boad, a
rolling eountry roacd thae crosses che low hills between
the Russian River and Dy Creek valleys. We then
followed Dy Creek Road up the nonth side of the
valley, just shove the valley floor. Like the road,
many older homes and ranches are on high ground,
reminding us of the floeds thar ence inundated the
valley each winter, contributing to its fertilicy.
‘IiI'DI:':,'ird! and orchards cover the '|.':|.I|.E'I_|I' flaar and
creep up ies sides, Unlike some pares of the couney
where winesgrapegrowing is a recent phenomenaon,
viticulture has been practiced in the Dy Creek Valley
since the 1840s, and on a large scale simece the
countywide grapegrowing boom of the 1870s. As we
passed by, it was clear that some of the modest
Victorian houses buile by those 1%th-century
viticulouralists were now occupied by farmworkers,
while many of the pioneers’ successors and
descendants favor more modern homes.

Aboue 12 miles oue of Healdsburg, a bend in the
road by adeeply cut bank brought us in sighe of the
dam. Where the valley had begun tv narrow and its
sides to steepen, it was blocked by the dam’s great
bulk. It was here that we were surprised by our first
sight of Dry Creek itself. Barely 15 feet wide and not
maore than 3 deep, it was difficult to belicve thae this
lu.l'lguil:ﬁ stream would ever fll up the enormous hasin
behind the dam, Enﬂﬂ:iﬂg the ereck iﬂlm:did.!dl'g i
front of the dam, we encountered some low, official-
locking buildings and trailer offices. Construction on
the dam had only recently beencompleted, and dozens
of vivid yellow picces of heavy equipment—dozers,
blades, and front-end leaders—were limed up, idle, in
a fenced compound. On the opposite side of the road
was the Visitors Center and fish hatchery, where, for
ten cents, the visitor could buy a handful of fish food
o throw oo the young trour and salmon in cheir
concrete ponds. Bur our interest was in seeing the
dam and its environs from up high, and o do chis we
drove past the cluster of buildings, up steep Skapgs
Springs Road, to the overlook,

Warm Springs Dam is sicuaced at che junction of
Warm Springs and Dry creeks, While Dry Creek
Valley is some Z000 feet wide st this point, Warm
Springs Creek flows cthrough a narrow, Veshaped
gorge. By this junceion, almost 80 feet above the
valley floor, is the overlook spot with its ohservation
tower. From here we were able o look down on the
dam’s great croscent. Attt base, creek warer had
sccurmulated in a small, stagnant-looking pond, Fill
for the dam had come mostly from the ridge on the
opposite side of the valley. The arca was now brown,
unnaturally terraced, and seriped with long, parallel
gullies, In same places, new prass had prown up
bright green and strangely artificial-looking in
comparison with the drab grev-green of the untouchesd
hillsides. Down in the valloy, the arca that was to
beoome Lake Sonoma had been dempded of trees and
shrubs. The effect was a surreal Ehuu.l'. shareline that
switchbacked ae a singh: elevat iun |1|.-|.|l'|g the uppmitc
slope. Over the radge o the case, on the opposite side
of Alexander Yalley, the thin columns of stcam we
had secn from Santa Rosa were now heavy, towering
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Overlook above Warm Springs Dam

white plumes that drifeed in an unbroken ling of cloud
above the mountaintops to Mount 5t Helena,

Back on the road, we crossed Warm Springs
Creck by the new bridge that carries Rockpile Road
out onto the ridge that forms the southwestern side of
t|.'|¢ 'r':|.1|c'!.'. TJ"I!: :ighl: af this Ea':::! l]!l:n'l trﬂnilﬂg t|'||:
insignificant stream far below was so strange and
incongruous that we stopped bricfly halfway across to
enjoy the noveley,

Diriving along this ridge. one can begin to
expenence the character of the uplands that extend o
the west, This country is quite different from the
valley bottomland. Here, sheep and catele ranching
have been the chief Pun:u.it for mare than a ce nury.
The :Inrllng. nl:u:ﬂ F:nh.ll'l! on the ti.:lp_;-r:': saviith sicle 1%
witness to the land-clearing on a massive scale
underntakon by 19th-contury ranchers o oreate grazing
land. Today the dam and lake dwarf all other human
imprints on the landscape: ver, even before the
construction, this area was no pristine wilderness, bur
aregion changed by human use over several thousand
wvears. T'he observant can still see remnants of nimes
past in the splic stakes of sheep fencing from the days

before woven wire, and in the remains of family
orchards,

A prominent sign by the roadside warns the
visitor that from this point on the track is flanked by
|1:ri1.'n1:r.' properey whose owners are Wary af
I:r-ﬂ:'p:I:.-uzl's. Hm.'i;ntl].'r |1||..-.IJ ranchers have bheen
plagued by poachers, sheep thieves, and carcless
visitors; some belicve this problem will ger worse
when the lake is filled and mone adve nturous ourists
come to the area.

Soon the paved road gave oue wo a potholed, die
surface., Having been sufficiently intimidaved, we
stopped here and turned northeast to look aceoss Diry
Creck 1'|.r:]h'.'."!.'. Direcely n:ppnnil'.-l: us now were the
barren, racky prominences known as Pricchett Peaks.
The green slopes chat skire these outcrops suggese an
casy hike; in reality, the way is steep, cxhausting,
and, in the winter, chillingly windswept. This
particular afternoan, a strong westerly wind funnpsied
berween the ridges, mirning the valley inw a wind
wunnel. Taking this as our signal vo leave, we headed
back along the ridge, across the bridge, and down past
the dam inco the valley.

12
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Location and Topography

The Lake Sonoma Area is composed of more than
17000 acres of land in the Norch Coast Ranges of
California, some 100 miles norch of San Francisco
and 20 miles east of the Pacific Ocean (1) The area
consists of two edd-shaped swachs: one follows the
narrow upper Dry Creek Valley and the ndges that
flank it for about 12 miles, from the present dam site
northwest along Diey Creek o abowr 3 miles past its
intersection wich Cherry Creek: and the other poes
some 5 miles west up Warm Springs Creek past
Rancheria Creek, The stecpness of the drainages
leading inte the wpper Diry Creek Valley bears witness
w eresion on a massive scale char, in places, has
created dark, gloomy canvons, In other areas, where
waterbome sedimenss have sccumulated, broad oak-
studded measdows have formed.

Climate

The Lake Somoma Arca is situated in a
transitional zone berween two climatologically
distince regions: the damp Pacific Coase o the west
and the drier Russian River YValley o the east. In
temperature pattern, the upper Dry Creek Valley
expericnces a range in monchly averages of about 30
degrees Fahrenheit during the vear; in concrast,
average temperatures at Fort Bragg on the coast range
only about 10 degrees, Mean summer maximums in
the valley vary beeween about 88 and 92 degrees
Fahrenheit; mean winter minimums ane From 36 o 38
d-l:gr-::ﬂ Fahrenheit, Most prﬂ,':ipitntiun CCLTE dur.in!-_
t|.'|¢ wintm‘. !'nu‘n Nn\'::mhcr thn:n-ugh I‘"Ehﬂ.llll.':.l'.; me&dn
annual rainfall vanes from about 40 inches on the
valley floor to about 55 inches on western ridgetops.
This heavy average, however, constitutcs
considerably less rainfall—as much as 20 inches less—
than the mountains nearer the coase. Changes in air
pressure during summer dayvs often draw in banks of
cccan fog that stay overnight and recede the nextc
morning. his phenomenon, known locally as
“matoral air ninditiﬂning," 1% most weleame on hoe
summer afternoons. Dun ng I:|1.-|: winl:nl'. rp.d:i:ll.iuh. ar
ground fogs are commen.

The general wind pattern in the arca is that of the
entire Pacific Coast: onshote (westerly) dunng the
day and affshore at nighe. Locally, the movement of
cold air down inte deep canyons creares raghteime,
down-canyon suface winds; on sunny davs, wup-
canyon winds are generated by the heanng of the
ground's surface.

Soil and Vegetation

The soil and vegetation types that occur in the
Lake Sonoma Area are determincd by several
environmental facrors, including tepography,
geology, and climate. In the nomheastern par of the
arca, relatively high remperatures and low
precipitation have encouraged the development of
shallow zoils and a covering of oak woodland and
chaparral-associated plants. In the cooler and wenter
southwest, soils arc deeper, and mixed evergreen
forcstand oak woodland communitics predominate;
these are three of the five general vegetation types,
each made up of several plant communities, that have
been identified in the area by ecologists. The
coniferous ferest type, consisting of redwood, douglas
fir, and other evergreens, is also well represenced.
Redwood and fir dominace in cooler, moister arcas,
whereas hardwood evergreens, such as wan oak,
madrone, live oak, and bay occur on well-drained
slopes. On southern exposures and the edges of the
mixed forest can be seen the northern sak woodland
pyvpe. Urregon and black oak and manzanics dominare
here, while coniferous trees are scarce. Together the
north oak woodland and evergreen forest cover as
much as 75 percent of the study area. The chaparral
VEgetarion fype occupics areas having shallow, rocky,
and nutrient-deficient soil. This type is characterized
by few trees and a predominance of low shrubs and
grasses. Much of the grassland in the study arca has
:I::'l.'dupl:d on land cleared of hardwoods and conifers
for gr.l::i.ng. M umeros types n-f'gm!:n:., both exotic
and i.'l.ltiﬂ:, cover these npn‘:n areas. The t'pp.il"i::rl
vegetation type, which i3 also present, includes all
plants that grow along or in watcreourses. Trees
include cottomwond, willow, valley oak, live sak, and
alder; some arcas suppor a thick groweh of buckeye,
poison oak, and wyon.

Wildlife

To meet their basic requirements of sustenance
and protected nesting sites, cach animal species may
use the vegetation zones' resources differentially
during the course of the day. Decr, forexample, may
drink in the riparian arcas in the carly morning.
browse in the chaparral during the day, and spend the
night in dense oak woodland. The junctons of
different vegeration zones, cilled “ecotones,” are
particularly important locales, for here the resounces
of many vegetation types are available within a small
ared,

Human intervention has acted o increase the
population of some species in the area, while reducing
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orehiminating others altogether, Animals such as the
elk, grizzly bear, and beaver were hunted oue of
existence here long ago. Black-tailed deer, however,
may be more populous than in the pasg official
eatimates set the number of these animals ot 2000 100
per square mile in vafious sections. Severnal medium-
sized mammal species in addition to deer inhabirthe
arca, including the coyoue, whose population has also
imcreased of late, badger, and bobcat. Feral pigs, the
deseendants of domestic h-ug: that were raised on the
upd:rl rnngﬂ.. arc Biot nonmmon; ther search for rodots
and bulbs has given some meadows the appearance of
ploughed ficlds. Small mammals, such as cottontails
and jackrabbits, skunks, ground squirrels, and grey
tree-squirrels, all abound. Common birds in the area
imclude coors and mallards, guail, band-reiled
pigeons, javs, redhecaded woodpeckers, and the
ubiguiteus turkey vuloure, Several nesting sives of the
percgrine faleon, an endangered species, have been
identified on rocky ouwtcrops on Pricchert Peaks.
Salmon, steelhead, and ocher eroue all spawn in Dry
Creck, Reduction in the numbers of some fish species
caused the California Deparcment of Fish and Game
in 1982 to stop all fishing in Dry Creek and other
Bussian River tributaries,

ExvIRONMENTAL CHANGE:
NATURAL AND CULTURAL

The Changing Climate

Owver the past 20,000 wears, Eucmingl':.-
instgnificant fluctuations in climate have brought
about major environmental changes that have
influenced—some would say determined—the pattern
aof human use of the carth. During the last glacial
penod, what is now the San Francisco Bay was drey
land, a valley surrounded by low hills. In general, the
area’s climate would have been somewhae cooler and
wetter than it is voday. Many prehistorians belicve
thar it was during this period that humans first entered
Morth America.

A widely held theory of the populating of the
continent contends thae this migracion occurred
berween 18,000 and 40,000 years age. At this time, a
significant amount of the earth’s water was caprured
in massive e sheers. It was this phenomenon thar
caused the sca level vo be lowered, by abour 300 feer
Then the Bering Seraic, which now separares Alaska
from Eurasia, was o plain, 1000 miles wide. This
isthmus berween the two continents, known as
Beringia, provided an opportunity for humans o
cross, OF course, the people who used this roure did

soinadvereently. Te is likely that they were nomadic
hunters who lived by following the herds of large
mammals, including caribou, musk ox, and bison,
that would have been attracted by Beringia's cundra
environment. The migration of some species of
animals by this route has been well established: there
is lictle doube thar the ancesoors of the elephane, elk,
and moose evolved in Eurasia and spread cast,
whersas those of the horse and camel originated in the
Americas (2.

A new climatic cycle, a warming erend, began
about 12,000 vears ago. The mile-decp polar ice caps
began o mely, glaciers receded, and the sca level
began o rise. Slowly, Beringia was inundated. By
aboue G000 vears ago, what geologises have named the
Franciscan Valley becarme recopnizable as the San
Francisco Bav. Scientists have estmated thar the
maximum average emperatune was achieved X000 ro
5000 vears ago. This date range has been supported
by the study of fish scales taken from Clear Lake in
Liake Councy, California, which reflect the animaks
growth races. Such a change is also evident in the
growth patterns of ancient brisclecone pine rees in
the White Mountains of eastern California.

The effect on vegetation of a higher air
temperature, which is believed 1o have been as licthe
as two to three degrees Fahrenheit, was profound.
Arecas previously dominated by species well adapeed
to cooler conditions were gradually stocked with a
different assembly of plants and animals. As the
California climate became more Mediterrangan and
r]l::::l"l!lih:. I:-l:rn'pnlil:t: plu.nt 1.:1:||'|'|.|'|‘|u|.‘|it'u:: werne forced
out of much of their old range, being replaced by
heat- and droughe-resistane specics. This replacement,
however, was not toeal. In some areas, microclimates
allowed pockets of the previously dominant
community b survive. The effects of microclimares
on vegetation can easily be seen by comparing the
communities that grow on a shaded, nomh-facing, or
windward slops with those that grow on a southern or
lee cxposure; Pm;gntly. i the hillier n:!'_:inns of
northern Enlifﬂf:‘li:. coalar !IDFL‘! tend to he
dominated by conifers and sunnicr locations by
hardwonds (3).

Alchough little information specific o norehern
Sonoma Cownty is available to reconstruct the area’s
ancient environment, important wark has been done
in nearby Mendocine County by scientise James West.
There, sediment that had accumulated over several
thousands of vears in a lakebed was found (o contain
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Harvesting acorns (drawing by Rusiy Rossman)
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sufficient pollen to allow rescarchers o reconstruct
the history of regional vegetation change. Although
some of the resules reflect local processes, such as
alterations in the lake's immediate environment, there
i5 evidence for the transformation of vegetative
communities due oo s change in climate. In the oldest
sample, which daves vo 7000 or 8000 years ago, pollen
indicared the presence of a pine forest. For a pine
forest to have domd naced, cooler tem peratures must
have prcrnilnd at that time. The next two nmph:s
ih nwm.i i.l'tErEl :ing Prn pnrtiu fis of oak |:in|.||:'h,
indicating a warming trend between aboue G506 to
5000 years ago, which allowed the oak to extend its
range into the higher clevations. In the most recent
sediments, the proportion of oak decreased, while
douglas fir increased, suggestng the beginning of a
cool period abour 2000 vo 25040 vears ago thar has
continued o the present (4],

By companng the resules of various soudies,
scientists have come to some pgeneral conclusions
abourt climaric changes over the past 10L(KM or 12,000
vears that would have had imporans effects on the
distribution of plants and animzls in northern
California. Although there is some variation in the
dares assigned by different scholars to various
climatic episodes, most of these fall within an
sccepeably narrow range. That the climate has
changed, and in certain ways, there 5 no
disagreement; pollen, fish-scale, and trec-ring data
all support the idea.

P r-up:'i: £ ane h;ll:nlug'l:l: Martin Baumboff hos
pointed out that if these chimatic changes were indeed
greae enough to cause this kind of environmental
aleeration, they would also have had a significant
cffect on the area’s human sccupants. He noted that
the hills in the Lake Sonoma Arca are on the caseern
edge of the coastal redwood belt: although some
redwoods occur on sheliered, norchern slopes,
evergreens and oak woedland predominare. As acoms
WEIE 4 Very impartant subsistence crop o northern
Califormia’s Indians, this arca would have been an
at track v FE:l:-l: r-nr :'ds:idl:rh:l:'. En.l'l'r‘lﬂl'!ﬁ-l:":,'. if a coaler
and werter climate had made possible the redwood
belt’s castward cxpansion, the reducton in the
propomion of caks, and consequently the acorn crop,
would certainly have had imponant effeces on the
wiays in which people used the land. This mighe have
invoelved differences from the historically documenped
patrerns of behavior in areas such as scasonally based
use of the land and the size and make-up of the groups
that occupied the area. Consequently, staved

Enurﬁh:‘rﬂ'. "ri:l:un:ll:rr.l.lt!iun af the prchi:tmi:
environment is of the wmose importance in the
analysis of archacological remains” (5).

Accounts from the 16th and 19th Centurics

Archacological finds and surviving nacural
remains, such as pollen, are our only means of
reconstructing the changing environment occupied by
northern California’s early inhabicants, As we move
into the later period, however, written sources appear
in the form of travelers” descriptions and official
government agents’ sccounts, tis the oocurrence of
these kinds of records, of even the stare of some
surviving oral eraditions, that scholars see as marking
the beginning of a region’s “historic”™ period and,
simultaneously, the end of its prehistoric era.
Unfortwnacely for our purposes, the early accounts
were not written with furture environmeneal
reconstruction in mind. The writers often traveled
simply to scout the land, to assess its worth and the
possibilicy of serlement. And yet their accounts are
very revealing, both abour the environment as they
saw it and about the eras in which chey were written,

In the following section, these contemporary
accounts will be used to build a composite picture of
the study area’s natural environment and the changes
wrought there by successive peoples. (nly the barest
outline of the arca’s history is necessary for this
purpose; detail is luppl:ind elsewhere in this volume.
The nature of the historie record 1% suweh that sme of
the carlier accounts are not of the Lake Sonoma Ated
iself but of nearby locations. This absence aof
documentation makes an important statement about
the peripheral character of the soudy arca, for this was
never 8 stage on which events of momentous
importance were acted our. Rather, the Lake Sonoma
Area is representative of California®s hill country,
exemplifyving some of the processes that changed the
face of this developing area.

A descriprion of changes in environmental setring
cannot progress far without reference to the
influcnces of the arca’s native occupanes, for Sonoma
County’s pioncers did not setle in an untouched
wilderness. Fortunately, through the strong traditon
of oral history among the Mihilakawna (Dey Creek)
and Makahme (Cloverdale) Pomo groups, it is
possible ro make some general starements about
Indian land-modification practices which changed
parts of the natural environment. Although large-
scale cultivation was mot practiced, other technigues
were used that encouraged cemain desirable plants
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Drake's encounter with Callfornia Indlans (from The Annals of San Francizeos, by Frank Soulé,

John H. Gibon, and James Mishet, 1855)

and plant communitics at the expense of others. The
impact of these kinds of practices on the landscape
would have been an a scale noticeable only to people
with specialized knowledge. In contrase, the custom
of seasonally burning off arcas of brush would have
causcd casily recogmized changes in local plant
communities. Burming prevents the bulldup of dense,
woody chaparral and allows the growth of grasses,
forbs, and other low-growing planes. As these plants
provide bemer forage for deer and other wild game,
the population of these animals incrcases. Prehistoric
burning would hove ereaved large grassy slopes, thus
preventing the kind of heavi |1_.' destructive forest fires
that are fueled by an accumulation of downed wood
and chaparral growth. Some of these practices
continued, although with less i neensity, into the 20ch
century, a5 laver chaprers will show,

The firse hisworical descripron of the norh San
Francisco Bay arca was provided by a member of Sir
Francis Drake's parcy. In June 1579, these English
seamen were making cheir way south along the

Califormia coastline os part of their circwmna VgL
of the earth, For 14 d.'r:.'.'. the mo VIgaEDT had been
unahle to take 4 ightingﬁ from the sunor stars because
of the thickness of what the writer perceived as cloud
cover—what today's coaseal California residents
know a3 occan fog. This summer weather pattern was
quite bevond the expenience of the English seamen.
The diarist commented on this fogey period:

Dhiring all which time, nocwithstanding ic was
in the height of summer, yer were we
contimually visited with like nipping calds. .,
we could have very well have been contented
to keep about ws still our winter cloches (6).

The group made a landfall for repairs and w take
on supplies. Exactly where their camp wasestablished
has been disputed for many years. T'he most widely
held theory contends thar it was on the Marin County
coast, probably ar Dirakes Bay. Although ic appears
that representatives of Indian groups from all over the
local area visived Dirake's beachhead, che Englishmen
made only one recorded soroe into the countryside,

17



Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

when T.'h'uh:lr hamself visited a |l||-|:|.|.|.\ri|||:gc. While I:I'|¢
deseription that has come down to us is rich in deeail
concerning the village and it inhabitants, the writer
made oaly these few comments on the countryside
iself:

The land wee Found to be farre different from
the sheare, a goodly country and fruicful
soyle, stored with many blessings fic for the
use of man: infinace was the company of very
I.II'E-E el 'F:t Deere which we zaw h'!.'
thousands, as we supposcd, in a heard, and
besides a multionde of serange kind of Conies
(7

The multitude of “conies™—an old English word
for rabbits—were, in fact, colonies of grownd
squirrels, which the explorer nogiced lived in warrens
dug rabbitlike into the sandy soil. Perhaps the writer’s
approval of the area stemmed from his sense of
familiarity with its mild climate and rolling
appearance, which resembles southern England,

In the first vears of Spanish rule in Califernia, the
arca narth of San Francisco Bay held little incerest for
the new settlers ancd was r.:|.rc|1l.- cntered, By the E.u'l':.-
19¢h century, outside interest in the North Bay area
began oo grow. Spain, and later Mexico, claimed the
:n:g':«ul'l. and :Fum:]y senthed it Bussian c:l:pllmzr: s led
ul!l the Russian Ri:vﬂl', and .lgril:ulr.utul colanies were
established along the Senoma County coastc by a
commercial Russian company. The best known of
these, and the headguarters of the Russians’
operation, was Fort Ross. The group's presence began
in 1812 and laseed For nearly 30 years. During this
tme, when the rural produces of northern California
consisted largely of half-wild stock cacle raised on
huge, unfenced tracts, the Hussians cultivared land
for numerous Kinds of grains, froits, and vegerables
thar were shipped owr to supply the company’s other
colonies.

At about the time the Russian settlement was
being abandoned. the Mexican govermment seepped
up s arempt to secute northem California from
other would-be colonial powers by discributing large
grants of land wo those willing to cocupy them and o
swear Nidelicy to Mexico. Most of these tracts were in
fertle, well-warered areas, including Dry Creek
Valley, which was granted 1o José German Pefia in
1843, Ar that time, the use of land by Mexican
Californians was centered around caule char were
raised for che hide and allow trade. Pefia raised cantle

like mosi |:|l:|'n:r p_;:r:nt h&]dl:r:., in addition eo
specializing in horses; his herds probably used the
surreunding hills for forage in scason, and would
surcly have grazed on the bottomlands near the
confluence of Warm Springs and Diry crecks.
Although most of Pefia’s grant is situabed immediavely
o the southeast of the Lake Sonoma project area,
there can be lintle doubt that he considerad all the Dy
Creek Yalley his own and wsed it accordingly. Thus
Peria rmay have hEEI,I:I'I the land use thae, later 1in the
|:|::r|h.||":.'. wihas o dl:"l'l:]l‘.'t}'l ko r:s.p-luiti\'c um‘l:fgn::il‘tﬂ
and contribute to substantial changes in the arca’s
natwral environment. Peia was also among che firse o
make use of the valley's fertile soil by planting sceds
and erops. The skeech-map, or diseito, thae was filed
with Pefia’s land-grant application shows a s
(cornficld) and vwo sfemdres (sown felds) adjacent w
his dwelling on Diey Creek,

LL5. government-sponsored surveys of norchern
California began shorely after starehood, One such
expedition, led by Col. Redick McKee, traveled up
the Russian River Valley in 1851, passing Pefia’s
lictle setglement, om its way o negotiste freacies with
northern California Indian groups, Alchough the
travelers were not naturalists, encries in the
expedition’s log give some insight into che arca’s
natural environment as ic was after the first waves of
Eurcamencan settlement. California was ag the height
of its gold-mining peried, and its rural, non-miner
population was relagively small, Consequently, while
agriculture and ranching had altered the landscape in
snme mone sccessible r-r:gl'un:. in the stute, m-.i'nr
changes in flora and fauna were still to come. The
following entries from the McKee pany's log concern
the land lying between Santa Rosa and about
Geyserville:

We saw during the day geear numbers of the
blue or cresred quail; coveys of from cwenty
o fifry, exceedingly tame. . . Redwood was
now dbundant on the mountains o the left
{wﬂ.‘t]. ] A.r:ump- we found recent xign:. af
drzcr. and twa were :tnrlt-r:r]: within 18, Two
grizzly bears were also scen in the
neighborhood.

The largest single body of prairic country is
that Iving between Sanca Rosa and Ficch's
Ranch [ar about Healdsburg]. . . . Above
Firch's the bowom consiss of detached valkeys,
of at most a few square miles in exoent,
separated by wooded hills, Small basins are
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dlan 5::|.I!I:|:|'-|;r] afouad ghe mount :irl:, whi.lﬂ':.
however, do not add greatly to the guaneity.
This country generally requires irrigation for
the production of greencraps, but is admirably
adapred wo the small grains. Beyond chis, its
great value s for pasturage, the ranges on
cither side being very extensive and rich.
Large herds of catdle were formerly kept
there (8)

As mining declined over the next 20 vears, mora
Califoraians began growing high-profie grain coops in
the valley and szocking the hilly rangeland wicth ever-
increasing numbers of cartle and shee po For years the
hill counery around Dry Creck had been used for
grazing by ranchers who had a legally uncerrain right
to the land. With growing land scarcity, these people
found i advisable o establish cheir possession on
firmer grounds by means of patents from the federal
gavernment. The firststep o parenting public domain
was g survey, and an invaluahle record of the general
charactenstics of the land was created in the process.
The surveyors were instructed to set up ceroain fixed
points on the landscape, usually rock cairns or
woaden poses, from which propenty boundaries could
be established. They were also charged with pmt':':iing

a dcwripliun of IJ'H.‘: survey arca and & |‘r|.'.||'|- :\]'Il:m‘il'tp;
distinctive natural landmarks, such as springs,
mountains, and unusual vegetation oypes, a5 well as
man-made clements, including roads, fonces, and
homes. These notes are particuladdy valuable because
they contain rare information about the use and
condition of the rangeland surrounding the Dry Creek
Valley. An 1872 survey included par of the upper
Dy Greek Valley and the hills to the southwese. OF
thiz area, the surveyor notcd:

The castern porcion of the township is very
broken and rough with occasional openings of
grass. The open land is No. | grazing. The
bottom land on Dy Creek is being cultnvaged,
buie is quite limived in extent. Most of the
timber is white and black oak with a litde
redwood and fir (%)

We shall see that a survey 20 years later gives
hints chae, by this time, substantial changes in local
veperation had oceurred.

Conventional histories are of little use in
researching the environmental changes in this
somcwhat obscure part of California. In the 19th

o Frf MREl e s e a B B1E ?.r'- H!l- L F -

Fort Ross (from Thompson's Histerical Atlas Map of Soroma County, 1877)
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DEnt ur'!.'.:i! Wik IJ‘:!.‘.' ‘hu:i:ﬂm uf'wﬁtch af |-|'|-|;j|! I‘:IIIH'L'II":,'
to scll their works; this was most casily achicved by
accentuating the county's fertliey and level of
development to inspinc its proud citizens sufficiently
to buy a copy of the history book. Consequently,
when the 1880 vome Mistory of Nowowma Coumty gives
the following glowing picture of the Diry Creek
Valley, we may be a litctle skeprical:

I_"'II: mlln':.'] wwithouita peer i the 'F-I.'I'.'Idul:til}:rl
of I'I“:Iil‘.. Car, :l.‘u! :.t:p-llr I'II.'DIII.I'EI:I. while the
hill land on its border produces all kinds of
fruit, boing cspecially adapeed vo grapo culture
(10

Yer there is no doubt chat che 18705 and early
18805 was 2 time of relagively rapid development and
change. Grrain's high price and case of growing made
clearing land in the valley worthwhile. A newspaper
correspondent traveling o Skages Springs reserm on
Warm Springs Creck in 1581 described che scene as
follows:

The farms of . . . Upper Dirv Creck were in
good condition, We notice quite a number of
young vineyardsstarted this scason and I:mkirlg
thrifty. This is a really beautiful littic valley
flanked as it is on two sides by ranges of
mountaing of 5ingu.|:r formation. Thexe are
g-r:n-r:uliy covered |'.'|1l|r ] Eh:nrll'l of hr.a\r'!.'
shrubbery with avaneoy of bright green foliage
in pleasing contrast to the golden ficlds of
grain lyving at eheir base (11).

At this ume, the heavily forested hills
surrounding upper Diry Creck began to be denuded.
Alchough redwood logging was not recorded in the
Lake Sonoma Areaat this time, no doube it occurred
here as elsewhere in the county. Many groves of tan
oak were stripped of their bark, which was wsed in the
hide- tanning process, and the vrees left vo die. But not
all rrees were cut for wood produscts; shecp raiscrs
also plaved a part. According oo the Stare Board of
Farestry, “as ranges deterorate under the influence
af nvcmt-u:hirlg [n-'l" :hﬂ:p!, the I"EI'I'I.II'_'I:"!.' mughl‘. 1% Eo
render new lands available by the burning of brush
and girdling eimber” (12} The Board estimated char,
by 1885, 50 percent of Sonoma County’s onginal
timber stock had been cut, much simply girdled and
left to die. Mot only the hardwoods—oak and
madrone—were dealt with in this way, "Traces of fir,
which had not ver acquired commercial value as
construction lumber, were also destroved. Entire

hillsades could be seen livtered with girdied trees that
had been lefe to roe where they had fallen.

Rangeland experts have shown that increased
erosien is closely asociated with a reduction in plant
cover. In this area, plane cover was lessencd both
intentionally, by the sheep ranchers, and a8 a resule of
sheep grazing irsell. Soon afver their inroduction w
the Sonoma County hills, sheep greatly reduced the
ambaunt of native plu.ntn- such as wild clover, bunch
E.rt'l.:. and mnﬂnwr:l‘. while exote !.FI‘EtIIE!. nuhlﬂ'e.'
foxtail and wild oat, arrived to take over the range.
These plants, however, were scarcely bettor suited o
the new rangeland enviconment than those they had
replaced, for in areas thae were heavily grazed, sheep
ate 20 many seed-besring tips that these plants could
not propagace. Consequently, the soil was bare when
the winter rains came and the surface quickly became
saturated, causing the soil o be eroded in sheers by
the faste-moving water. Funneled by nacural
convolurisns into surface sireams, the water incresses
in power, eventually cutting sharp-edged gullies into
the ground’s surface. Although chere is no
documentary evidence of crosion on @ massive scale
during che lace 1%ch cencury in the Lake Sonoma Area,
there can be little doubt that many of the deep gullies
that are present today had cheir ongins during chat
penod,

Changes in the land brought aboue by segtlers’
activities also affected wild animal populations.
Although isolated grizzly bear were reported in the
hills until the I!'.I:l'l':"' 1880, spart hunt:ing_ hath h'f
|'ﬂ.|'||:|.'|1::'.': :.nd VIl E'rﬂrfu.::ll'.-l:rl ﬂ'ﬁﬁ O =COmaTon
breed from the area. Even the number of black bear
had been severely reduced by the same means: in
1872 a party of local ranchers and “cight good bear
dogs” spent three days hunting in the hills west of
Healdsburg: their only prize was one small black bear
(13). Afeer this time, sighting a bear in the vicinity
was something of a novelry. Ivis probable, based on
modern experience, that human-wrought environ-
montal ch:ng:n. IIII:I'I.I.I:I”':'I' bhenefited the arca’s deer
l!lnpulnl'.l'un. H':.' impn:-ring the browse for 1.|1.-r!ﬂ|:|
through buming and clearing, ranchers unintention-
ally provided more food for the decr. Although
hunting would have countered part of the upward
trend of the deer population, the ranchers’ war againse
deet’s chief predator, the covore, must also have
resulted in an increase in the number of deer

During che 1870s and 18305, the Lake Sonoma
Area experienced something of a boom, Some parts,
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especially the more rugped sections, would never
again see such 4 large population, as growing familics
moved there in che hope of taking advantage of the
relatively high prices char agriculeural produces
commanded. Unlike the situation in the fermile Dry
Creek Valley bottomland, where agriculrure in its
varous forms was to continue until the present. the
population beom in the uplands lasted only a single
gencration. Although these family operations were
typically based in sheep raising. various types of
grops were alse grown, changing the area’s
appearance. These crops included alfalfa, hay, and
corn for animal fedder; orchard crops for marketing:
and a varicey of vegetables and berries grown for the
table. When, during the last vears of the 1%th century,
many families moved out of the area, they left behind
them evidence of their presence, which survives in
the form of stump-scarpered hillsides, wntended
orchards, and parches of exotic flowers and
cucalyvpius groves marking the remains of their homes
and barns.

Within a relacively shore eime, much of the hill
land in and surrounding the arca became the property
of a few, large-scale sheep ranchers. Clearing
additional land for grazing became less common
because of the labor costs it invalved. In fact, ehere is
evidence thar some previously cleared land was
allowed v degenerane to chaparral: in 1872 and 1875,
government surveyors of the township w the soudh
and west of the upper Diry Creck Valley wrote of this
region’s suitabilicy for grazing and its covering of oak
and other erees. When the area was resurveved in
1893, the situation appears to have changed. The
surveyor noted that, “A number of trees have been
destroved in clearing adjacent land. The partions of
this township that [ have surveyed arc very rough and
mountainous and it is principally covered with dense
chaparral” (14). From this account, we must conclude
that some sheep raisers allowed less productive
portions of their range to deteriorate. Yeo this would
have been a peculiar response on their parr, for
although the sheep population had declined by half
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aver I'.|:'u; |'l|.'-|:'|.'i|:|:|.|:| 10 YCArs, a morc c!i.t-nns'i'l.'c—
consequently less densely grazed—range would sl
have been o the ranchers” advantage; certainly the
knowledge of how to sustin rangcland was present,
as controlled burning was frequently practiced inthe
afed.

Lirerary references o the project anca before the
creation of Lake Sonoma are sparse. One notable
ﬂcr:ptinn 1% the mh}bingrl.ph'_: af Orville Baldwin, an
upl:md rancher for much of the firse three :hu:jdl::n'l:'
the 20ch century, Baldwin noced thae bears were all
but unknown in the area. OF the smaller mammals,
wildeats, coyotes, and foxes were not WRCOM MG,
Covotes were not usually a significant problem o
Baldwin's sheep: certinly, they were not perceived
as such a menace as they have become in recent yoars.
Feral pigs and bald eagles were considened pests, but
of a low order. ‘The pigs would roor up meadows
looking for bulbs and roots, thus desoroving the grass,
and an eagle would occasionally take a lamb. While
noting these animals’ presence, Baldwin only ook
action against persistent offenders (150 Neighbors
referred o him as * Rarclesnake Baldwin® because of
his reputed reluctance o kill even this varmint,

ExvIRONMENT AND THE Law
Assessing Environmental Impacts

In many ways, Deville Baldwin's atticude
reflected thae of the ri:u'ng COMSErVALIGALLE MOVE Mment,
l'::l.l:l'l'l.FliﬁEd in the characters of Juhn Muir and
Theodore Roosevelt. The key to reconciling
conscrvation with long-term, productive land use was
planning. It was mot uncil 1969, however, thar a
resurgence of environmental awareness pave binh o
legislation thar required a public evaluation of the
cifects of all federally funded projects. Under this
law, the MNavonal Environmental Policy Act, an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was preparcd
in 1973 which considered the effects of the Warm
Springs Dam-Lake Sonoma project on a variety of
factors; these included soils and geology, wildlife
habitats, air and warter guality, traffic patterns,
regional cconomic development, seismic sctivity,
vegetation, and archacological sives. Although these
assessments are made on the basis of professional,
and often highly vechnical, studies, the E1S review is
imended o be comprehensible o any intelligent
persan, who should be in a position, after reading i,
oo critically evaluare the project’s wornth.

|r]ﬂ:|||'f. all measurable l:fTE:‘:t:.. -|'|-f|:|. p'rujltq:t gharnld
be evaluated by the E1S to determine whether there is
anultimate loss or gain. For example, by building the
Warm Springs Dam and inundating the upper Diry
Creek Valley, productive agreculeural land was lost 1o
the county. According to the EIS, however, creating
the dam and lake would allow more previeusly
unusable downstream land v come into production
than would be lost by construction, a positive ourcome
1 ECONAMIC terms,

The process is evaluative, weighing advancages
against drawbacks in relation to community goals;
many of these decisions, however, are not clear cut.
Few people would claim, for example, thar i would
be approprizte to build 2 sewage crearment plant in a
densely populated residential peighborhood; the
values are clear in this situation. Yet there would be
mauch less agreement in the communicy on the value of
an industrial development. Some would characrenze
such a plan as an opportunity for economic
development, to bring jobs and a larger tax base (o the
region, whereas others might claim that cheir arca
would be changed by the population growth and
changes in air qualicy and aesthetics, and that they
like things as they are. OF course, both factions would
be right in this case, since they have no common idea
of what is desirable, Thus the environmentcal review
process cannok provide an unequivocal signpost to the
“best” alternative. The facts do not “speak for
themselves”; evaluations will always be made in
relation to human and community priorites,

Before an EIS 15 approved and the progect begun,
it must be shown chat all of the plan's major adverse
side effects will be reduced o acceprable levels. In
the case of the Warm Springs Dam-Lake Sonoms
project, the exteeme sensitiviey of the natural settng
made these efforts especially importane. Three such
problems that had o be solved by the Corps of
Engineers planners and their consultanes invelved the
deleterious effects of construction on soil erosion,
vc_gr,:uti.{m. and wildlife.

Soil Erosion and Vegetation

A combinmion of relatvely seeep slopes and
unstable soils make erosion an important problem in
the Dry Creek warershed. To reduce the amount of
erosicn-induced soil loss during dam construction,
seiling ponds were constructed at the bortom of
cleared slopes o capture waterborne sediments and
prevent them from being camied downsoream. As
long-range measure, a carefully formulated program
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of secdi ng and refarestabion was instituicd. Hp-n:] al
atvention was paid to “Wildlife Management™ ancas—
parcels of land set aside o make up for wildlife
habicae lost because of the reservoiri 16)

Wildlife: Birds and Fish

While che creation of Wildlife Management ancas
wias calculaved vosigni ficantdy reduce adverse effects
on many species of animals, construction creared
special problems for cemain bird and fish species

Laura Somersal splitting sedge roots for basketry (photo by Richard Lerner 1983)

= i A

nur:ng the dam®s p]:nninx‘ stago, hiul:rgi.\l:.-.
discovered that several breeding sites of the peregrine
falcon, an endangered species, wore situated within
and near the projece boundary. To proteee the birds,
Corps of Engineers planners placed strict limits on
the uses of land adjscent oo the nesting sices and
buffered them from arcas of heavy public use.
Wildlifie biologists will cominue to monitor the birds,
ar least chrough the 19805, so that any man-made
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problems thae might affect cheir population can be
quickly spotted and eliminated.

Histoncally, Dey Creck and ies tributarics above
the dam constituted more than 30 miles of spavwning
and nursery grounds for steclhead erout and Coho
salmon. After the dam was built, however, these
areas could have became inaccessible o the fish,
whose numbers were expected o decline sccordingly.
Fn-:'runnu:l}'. this prqjl:l:tﬂ] effece was noced nu.rl':.' i
the dam's F!:inni:'l!-_ ntu.gl:. and the mn:.'!ruttinh of a
fish hatchery was proposed as a way of sustaining the
fish population, while also providing an appealing
visitor attraction. At the time of writing, the resulis of
the Firse vears’ releases have been very enoouraging,
with many more fish returning to spawn at the
hatchery than scientists had expecred. It is hoped that
in cime this program will contribuce to returning the
Russian River to its previous status as an impaortant
sport-fishing stream,.

Ethnobotany

Perhaps the most innovative resgurce-protection
program devised to offset construction impacts was
directed twoward plants of greas importance to the local
Indian community, Studies made by anchropologists
alerted officials that certain plants of traditional
cconemic, medicinal, and ceremonial value—nogahly
sedge, willow, and angelico—were still regularly
collected from the upper I'.'Ir:,.' Creck arco h}' liscal
Pomoan Indianzs. Althou F-I"' many local Indiang
viehe |'i'|-tnl:|1l|r ﬂpp-r.'l-s:d the dam ]jl‘ujucl!, several
respected communicy leaders agreed w help the Corps
in creating new plant-collection arcas downstream
from the dam. Bevween 1979 and 1981, aver 48,000
sedge planes and a much smaller aumbser of willow and
angelica were moved w the ethnoboranical relocation
areas (17)

Archaeology and Archaeslogisis

Cleardy, the pre-dam environment of the upper
[y Creek area contained more chan planes and wild
animals: for several thousand vears it was occupied
by people who left archacological evidence of their
presence.

Under the law, archacological remains are
considered as much a part of the environment as are
natural elements such as wildlife, plants, and soil. All
are conceived of as valuable resources, to be managed
wisely. Conserving a diversity of plants and animals
is beneficial to che local ecosvstem, which in twrn

conirbutes o t]'h: lands |.-||!'|.E-I!¢|'|'|'| Fm-du::t'n'il W, T'I'u;
value of archacological sices and arcifaces, which arc
sometimes termed “cultural resources,” s Mo
difficult o assess, as it seems from their contribution
to scholarly knowledge, 1o public understanding of
past lifeways, and w heneage values of the affecred

group,

The archacobogists” attachment to the Lake
Sonoma Ared goes dee per thin mercly a n:]:tiun:hip
botween n;il:nti.:ls el l:hl:'i: clata source. Far more
than seven vears, archacologists studied the arca,
spending the threes o six-month ficld scason of cach
year in makeshift camps and inevitably bocoming part
of the environment,

The rypical archacologises” camp was on a termace
by a creek: the creckside sewing was particularly
imporant after a day's work in 10{-degree weather.
The most permanent structure was a mobile office
trailer thar doubled as a lab, in which artifacts were
ckaned, labeled, and cataloged. The open-air kitchen
was located nearby, with its huge cast-iron skillers
and restzurant-scale pots and pans, Since as many as
30 people sometimes ace at the camp, kitchen
equipment included a pas stove and refrigerator,
adapied for propanc. Tables. benches, and sometimes
old armchairs and couches could be found around the
kitchen and "community cencer™ firepit.

Years of experience under field conditions made
many of the archacologists particular about their own
material comfores; Tnugl'l'm!-_ it was no novelty o
th-r!l'n. ﬂ'-urucqur:nllj.'. 1} gnud l;-unh: wWas as
indispensable a part of the crew as any scientific
specialist on the team. Once of f-ducy, archacologists
sought relicf from monotany and weather that seemed
to be either excessively hot or cold. For some camp
dwellers, this relief came via bizarre anties and mad-
dog style volleyvball games. On working days,
exhaustion ook its toll early inthe evening. leaving
anly a few diehards o their lace-night conversations
ardound the stone=lincd ﬁrcp-il.

Thus organized, archacologists were the last
people to acoually live in pars of the reservoir basin.
It is appropriate that a chaprer that began as a
description of the primordial environment should end
with a glance at the lifestyle of people who came w
study the land for evidence of its past. For people
were as integral an aspect of che arca’s seoing as
rocks, plants, and wildlife,
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Pritcheit Peaks as seen from Itm:ltpdh Road :phum h'_ur Adrian melllsfl
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CHAPTER 3

LanDscAPE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTION

IsTRODUCTION

Through the years, decades, and milleania, the
appoarance of the Lake Sanoma Arca iﬂ:'.ri:!.lhl'g,-
changed. Initially, the wsual pace was almost
imperceptible, related o the scasons, and thus
cvclical in nature. On rarc socasions, carthguakes
may have suddenly altered ropographic fearures,
creating new springs of damming watercourses, Fire,
a more frequent agent of change, produced more
widespread, though less permanent, modifications to
the envirenment. These fires were caused not only by
natural forces, such as lighening, but were also the
result of both the purposeful and accidencal behavior
of human beings,

The preceding chaprer deseribed this environment
at succeeding intervals as it appeared o various
ohservers. Excepr, perhaps, for environmental
reconstructions based on quantitative data, these
descriptions were biased by che values and interests of
the ohservers, A simple exam ple of this phenomenan
would be the different charactenstics soughe, and
therefore noted, by farmers, ranchers, and
lumbermen: redwood forests posed barriers o
farmors and ranchers, but Fl-rnm.'i:vn'.l wealeh mlnggnr:..
'T'hu_l, rar Fh:.ll:-l.l Il'."L'l.lTl!trIJEti“l.‘l uFI'.hE En'l.li:rnﬂrl'hn'nt
was limited by the interests of those persons who
chose to commit their observations to paper. This
chapter explores people's thoughts and feelings about
the project-area envimsnment and how these affected
their behavior in realms such as seetlement patesrn,
use of namral resources, and land managemene ( 1).

LANDSCAPE

With d:.-u:l'ip!inns n l:'hu.pt-nl' 2 ‘Frnvidl'ng ithe
framecwork !'ur;lh:i:tur:,' of the Lake Sonoma Arca, we
can discuss human beings as obscrvers of and
participants within the arca’s natural environment—a
broad realm some social selentists define as
“landscape™ (2). Although not symonymouns witl
environment and place, landscape is akin o these
werms in meaning. One cultural geographer nicely
describes the difference berween environment and
landscape:

Environment is an inherent property of every
living thing, it is that which surrounds and
sustains; we are always environed, always
enveloped by an outer world, Landscape is
less inclusive, more detached, not o directly
a part of our organic being. Landscape is
defined by our vision and interpreted by our
minds, . . Environmeni susiains us as
creatures, landscape displays us as culiores
(3).

Landscapes are a product of human activity, an
socumulation of evidence of human lifeways, boe
past and present. Some cultural geographers soudy the
landscape as history. The proponents of this discipline
profess that landscapes are like artifacts which, in
ComErast o written sources, cannot lie, According o
one advocare, the “landscape s our unwicting
autobisgraphy, reflecting our tasves, our values, our
aspirations, and even our fears, in angible, visible
form”™ (4). Every landscape is an expression of
cultural walues, social behavior, and individual
inigiarive enacted over the years upon a parcicular
place, The landscape, in itself, is not a complere
record of human history, for the actions of later
groups and individuals may obliterate the visible
remains of earier occupations, Natural forees also
alter biographic aspects of the landscape. Thus
landscape, like environment, is dynamic, ever
cha nging i it visual dis pl:':.r.

Place Names

The creation of a web of place names upon a
mental map of the natural environment is one way
human beings create order and an understandable
waorld. Place names are one aspect of the landscape
which may survive their chnsteners and even the
remains themselves. Place names can Fru\'irl-l:
tvi.-dc nce of la r!:l:b-i‘:.apl: creators and their :h.'t:i'l.'itil::l,
their values, their fears, and cheir pleasures; changing
place names roflect changing land wse, land
ownership, and belicfs about the matural envinenment.
Thus the names Hardscrabble Camp and Grouse
Camp, found on an eafly map of Sonoma County, ane
apparently all that remain of two possible mining
camps and early stopping places for those raveling
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]'.'u:twcu:n t]'!l: Russian H'irl:l' \.’:ll[-l:'g,' and IJ'!|¢ st
Hardscrabble, 2 name commaonly given to Gold Rush
mining camps, implics a difficule seruggle w scracch
somecthing valuable out of the canh. Grouse Camp
sounds mose inviong, suggestive of abundane game
and good hunting. On the other hand, a5 grouse also
meeans to complain, this may have been an unpleasant
locale, giving residents and visivors cause o grumble.

In order thar directions and other information
may be communicated within and between Errups,
descriptive names are often given to topographic
features. Even when the fearures themselves have not
changed, the names assigned o them by suocessive
groups have. For example, the Southern Pomo called
Skagps Hot Springs Kahowani, of "where hot water
1873 whar is currently designated Buzzard Rock—
formerly possessed of the more elegann vide, Eagle
Rock—was called Kabeprewi, or “at big rock.”

D¥irectional and size modifiers sometimes serve
w distinguish geographic locations. Thus the native
infiabicangs of Dry Creck Valley called cheir creck
Mihilakawna, or “water w che west,” while the
Russian River was Ashokawna, “water to the east.”
Some local Southern Pomo groups called the Russian
River Bidapte, or “big river.” In a similar vein, the
map filed in 1843 with the land-granc petition of José
German Pefia encompassed portions of two
watercourses, the Russian River and Diry Creck,
designated Rio Grande and Rio, respectively. The
meaning of other place names, such as a Southern
Pomao term for Toothpick Rock, are culture-bound
and cannot be II;'L1.II:|IE!':|' translated {5),

The subsistence economy of traditional Pomaoan
groups was basced on a scasonal round: people
harvested plant and animal resources where and when
these became avatlable within a specified geographic
region. Many of their place names reflece this
subsistence base, referring o the lecations of
important seasenal resources, For example, Amalako,
“rabbit Field,” Makahmoe, “sslmon-hole.” and
ﬂ:l‘rkuwi, “af glover-feld.” Clover must hove been
abundant in the arca, since the ward showed up again
in the name of Cloverdale, dale being an Old English
term for a low-Iving arca or valley.

When Euroamerican settlers imposed a pnew
coonemic strategy—farming and ranching—upon the
land base, place names changed accondingly. Sureams
now were given such names a5 Cherey Creck, Wild
Cartle Creek, Wine Creek, and Serawberry Creck.

Hunting, which has remained impartant in the arca
until the present, is reflected in place names like Buck
Mountain. The geographic location of specific
activitics may also be graced with place names, for
example Chatahmowi “at fish-weir-hale,” Koloko,
“hopper-ficld,” and Schoolhouse Creck

The names of two of the Pomoan groups that
formerly resided within the Lake Sonoma Arca were
derived fram imp:}‘rtunl: ]:Iu.vl,': names within their
I:Enil:nhl,r; Mih:illk.:wnn-ﬂh:lmny. oF “wWosE-water
people™ and Makahmo-Chamay, or “salmon-hole
people” (6). In contrast, the sedentary Euroamerican
settlers often gave their family names oo land forms
and watercourses located within their holdings. The
study arca provides many examples of this practice,
which can sometimes aid in the identification of early
seitlers, including Board Bridge, MeClashen Rock,
Pricchen Peaks, Duecher Creck, and Thompson
Ridge. Occasionally, more recent inhabitants replaced
the names of sarlier residens with cheir own, as with
the supplantation of Beatty Creck by Yoroe Creck.
The spelling of these family names was often aliered
over time; Pricchec was sometimes shorened o
Prichet, Board to Bord, and Yordi quickly became
Yorty. Dunng the historic period, some Southern
Pomo place names also indicated the presence of
Euroamerican sectlers: for instance, Olovicha, or
“adobe house,” and names which translated o “where
Powell is,” “Curly’s Creek,” and “black-men's
place.”

The I\'.::h.:':,rl., or Sosuthwestem Pomo, dalwo used
portiens of the Warm Springs drunage for village
sites and for camping, gathering, and cercmonial
activitics, Kashaya tribal scholars remember the uses
of and pamcs for many of these places during
prehistornc and early historie times. One histomncand
prehistoric lving site (CA-Son-544/H ). called Serene
Flar by Euroamerican sewlers, had owo names in
Rashaya. The sire's prehistoric name has been
forgocen, bur in historic times it was called Peska
mitiwaly, or “pl:l:ﬂ where the bricks Iu.'!.'.“ In addieion,
the father of the most oAt owner J'I:'Fnl'rlrd i this
ficld as Chimney Flae, since whenever he plowed
there, he turncd up a great deal of brick (7).

I the obd days, every hill and gully had a name
which the locals knew, along with the tme it took 1w
get from one place o another. These names were
seldom underswood by oursiders. The Baldwin family
created or fostered a number of names for places
within their B000-acre ranch. Some of these were
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dl::.r:ri p-‘l!'n'n-—rﬂntk Giate FJ':|-|.|. far c:l::lmph:; EOIME
indicated function, such as Beef Pasture and Horme
Pasture; and some may have focused on local or
family lore, such as Bellyvache Hill, Darkest Guallala,
and Bear Pen Canyon.

Place names also indicare where fear is cenrered
and whar real dangers havnt a group. Chuchukaten,
or “on gray-hair-water,” designated a spring whose
water, 1€ was believed, would turn the drinker’s hair
gl'.l ¥ Apother taboo & |'||:r!. was K n:mh.\.-tlrh an,
“splashing-water,” a decp hole within the Bussian
Hiver. These names indicate two not uncomimon foars.
For the Kashava, Eagle Rock was a frightening place
called Donokoks, or “Taboo Mountsin.”
Euroamerican anxieties were mofe genefalized and
less centered on specific locales. Bear Ridge, Covore
Ridge, and Hawk Ridge all definc larger geographic
arcas inhabived by livestock predators. Although bears
were quickly exverminated and coyores nearly
eliminated by area sewtlers, the later once again are
segn a5 a threar o the livelihood of presenc-day
ranchers, According to some culrural geographers,
modern man’s power oo aleer the environment has
generated a new genre of landscape fears, fiears that
are not centered in a specific place but peneralized to
a dread of a “breakdown of the cosmic arder and the
unlesshing of violent nacural forces™: flood, drought,
unseasonable weather (8. Such fears plaved a part in
the decision o construct the Warm Springs Dam,

Dccasionally, place names reflect ideals. [caria
Creek s the best loeal |::|;:rr.||'|-|1: af an i.-dr:\nlng'l:nl FII:I:I,'!
name. learm was the name of an deal :rvr:puh! il,'.
deseribed in a work written by a French Communist
in 1840, later given po several 1%ch-century
communistic semlements in the United Seates. The
learia-Speranza settlement, based on these principles,
operited just south of Cloverdale from 1881 w 1887
(M.

Landscape as Focus for Ritval and Folklore

Folklore and ricual belicfs and practices are often
perpetuated when they are attached o specific
locations, Murdered Man's House, visieed by Baldwin
and his children afiter the turn of the century. is just
such a place. Here, near Toothpick Rock, a stone
foundarion and a fallen stone chimney marked the
spot where ence lived a man supposedly robbed and
murdered during che 15805, Deails of this crime are
few: in face, the lore was probably based ona quarrel
that ended in a blogdy fight, but not in death.
According wo this tale, Svivester Scot and a neighbor,

Md]ltm:'ﬁ'g,-. WEre Fcurliﬁg OVEF o feacelme.
MceClemmy threavened to shoot Scott, who decided wo
go up oo MeClemmy's claim and scetle the maceer for
good. When Scott arrived, he found MeClemmy lying
in a pool of blood, the aftermach of a crooked poker
game with another neighbor. At the time, and wit
good reason, Scorr feared thar he would be charged
with murder: luckily, however, his neighbor
recoversd and told the story {10},

Bi!-_ Fn-ul ﬂ'nn'!.ul't. in the north of the !.Elll:t'!.' afci,
15 anather place name connected with local lore, To
many, the name “Big Foot™ canjures up a legendary
man-beast, alse known as yvet or the abominable
snowman, rumoned we inhabitcertain backwoods aneas
of the globe, including northern California In this
case, however, the name does nor relate o the
sighting of any large, hairy, manlike creature, bur w
the activicies of an all-teo-morial stagecoach robber.
According to locals, Lodie Brown was graced with
unusually small feer, a sorry circumscance for an
outlaw not wishing o be identified and tracked, To
confuse any pursuers, Lodie wore extra large boots
and became known as “Big Foor™ Lodie Brown.
Around 1870 Big Footr Lodie and his gang held out in
acave in a rugged portion of the George J. Matthews
Ranch. The gang killed Marthews' cactle for food and
robbed the Cloverdale-to-Fore Bragg scape until they
were finally capeured and tried for murder in the
summer of 1871, Their hideout area is soll known s
Rig Foot Canyon.

ﬂni},r fngrmrnn. survive of the rch and |:|:|rl1.p|1:-:l:
hﬂlitr g}r:t:m that GncE farmed an esseniral Furl! nf
local Mative American life. One fragment of what
may have been the creation seory of the Makahme, or
Cloverdale, Pomo describes a great deluge and world
flood, culminating ina speech by Covore from the top
of the three highest mountains in the area: 5e. Helena,
Konocti, and a mountain norch of Ukiah. The
Makahmo recognized two creators: one a master
planner, the ether an active creator, Coyore. Before
he hI!E'T.lI'I human creation, l—:w!.'n-l:c |'|-E-I:|F|EI'J the warld
with hum:n-likl:' I:IEiJ'IE!I-\. ar “anirmal anplr." whicm
he endowed with contain human characteristics, most
notably speech. These “animal peoplc™ were the
forerunners of human beings; they encountered many
of the same problems and experiences, and posscased
the same goals. A rich oral tradicion, recounting the
advenmures of these “first people,” was passed on
from gencration w generation and provided the
Makahme with medels of solutions co problems and
the consequences of certain activites., Members of
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Evrpamerican place names In the Lake Sonoma Area (map by Adrian Pracizellis)
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this Et\nup, WLl ng :m:i nlr.l. WETS r-l;l'nir:r]rzd of t]'lc!.¢
stories and the morals they contained by just looking
at the landscape (11}

Within a belief structure emphasizing the
prevention and cure of illness and the scquisition of
power of luck, the Sowhern Pomo considered cenain
sites to be sacred, These places were believed to be
imbued with power, both malevolent and benevolent
A% all sacred sites coonld plossess I'H'.'!‘_Il'i'lu"\ﬂ riswers,
they had to be approached with caution and used with
respect to aveid evil consequences. Sacred places
were often the source of cerain powerful plants,
rocks, and songs, all of which could be used for
protection from other supernatural forces and for
good luck in activities such as hunting and gambling.
Some sites, however, possessed only malevelent
forces and were avoided whenever possible. Among
these were lakes and bodics of warer believed to be
inhabived by supematural beings in the form of
snakes, These serpents were panticularly dangerous o
mensreaning women and o anyvong traveling wich
them; the serpenis” appearance caused senous illness,
and possibly deach, o viewers,

A pond on the north side of the Cordova Place, a
ranch where many Dy Creek Pomo lived around
15HMD, is said g have been such a plzce, Children were
cautioned never to go near the ponds

Tt was the place Mary Warn went six orseven
months after she had o bakby. Mary Warn was
fecling very low because of her father's recent
death, f‘n‘l:r'!.' Warn SAw SO rh'mg ik the |'H:|r.|:|
that scared her . . . this is thought to have
been something which came out of the water—
*big snake or something . . . like that.” She
soon becarme ill and died shorly thereafier
{12k

A dangerous place for Kashava craveling along
Skages Springs Road was the T'win Hocks, located a
mile or so from the confluence of Warm Spring: and
R.a:rll:h-r:r.iﬂ crt:nh::l. II: s beheved that thl: Ewa |'\v|:|n|:lnu.I
located on opposite sides of the road, are male and
female twin spirits. The female spirit is a long
feathered serpent; the male spirt is said to be a “large
buck,” who lives on the rock adjacent to an old camp
site (CA-Son-553). The serpent iz said to sereech
across the road berween the rocks. Both spiries are
very dangerous o young gids and menstruating
women, who may become very sick, or even die, if
they do not take appropriate precautions, When

traveling in this area, Kashaya followed strict rules.
Susceptible women avoided the place if possible; if
not, they covered cheir faces and were carried in the
old omes, when people traveled on foot. Spocial
songs were sung and offerings made when passing by
thie Twin Rocks. One Kashayva elder recalled thae she
had doubeed che spine asa young girl. She pecked out
from under her Blanker and saw the buck. 1f it had not
been for the songs that Annmie Jarvis, a powerful
doctor, had been :ingi ny for her, she would have
clecd. H:Fl.cr thatr the woman never doubied the :Fir.i!
again. Five Kashaya place names refer to the Twin
Rocks (131

Peeroglyphs, mocks whose surfices have heen
pecked and sccasionally ground vo form designs, ane
an cxample of sacred places creawed and perpetuared
by former inhabirants of the Lake Somoma Area
Mumerous petroglyphs, varving in size and design,
are found along the area’s crecks. Use of these
pewroglvph rocks appears to date from as early as
3000 B.C, to the 1%h century A.D. Archacologists
now generally agree char humting and gacthering
peoples produced chis form of rock are primarily in a
ritwal “quest for supernatural power™ (14).
Ethnographic accounts describe 2 more specific use of
petroglyphs as “femilicy rocks”™ or “baby rocks.” In
one aceount, a woman would decorace her body wich
dust ground out of a baby rock and ask for a child as
part of a preseribed ritual, Pecroglvphs remain sacred
to some contemporary Indian peaple as o source of
spiritual power to make o person sick or well, and as
hl:ntmmr:-nf'mrlgn af power and luck. Some of these
l!El.mEl'FI’lh m-l;k!: were moved auk 1:|F the arca o be
flooded by Lake Sanoma, for their protection and o
provide inspiration to both Indian and non-Indian
viditars oo the project.

Cultural Landscape

Cemain landscapes can be thought of as material
manifestations of cultural valees, These landscapes
display the resules of people shaping their
envirenment gecording to culturally direcied plans.
An important aspect of studving the cultural landscape
involves rediscovering the plans thar creaved the
visible form—mnamely, pateemns of natural resource
use, technological development, land modificaton,
and sentlement.

Eurcamerican sertlers brough with them familiar
patterns of buillding conserection, famsoead layowr,
and community design. These they adapred to local
ropographic and climate conditions—in this case, &
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rugped, mountainous region with steep-walled
canyons and only small areas of flat, arable
botcomland, characterized by a fairly mild,
Mediterranean climare.

The first building consecructed in Dy Creck
Valley, the Pefia adobe, is still standing just southeast
of the L.ake Sonoma Arco. The earlicst semecturncs
within the project area were evidently constructed of
wood and oot the adobe of the SI‘]H.rIIHJ'I-?'iIEI;l::In
tradition. The James Pricchett family home, built in
1862, may have been the first permanent structure in
the arca. It was described by archacologists as a
“aorchern adapration of the Lowland South double-
pen plan” house, with the addidoen of a eentral
chimney. The double-pen house type was once
common & plantatien guarters along the Mississippi
and Red rivers; it is pare of the "Pen Tradition™
]:lmught by nmigrn.nﬂ from the Breih Isles and
med i fied first o acoommiodaie |u-g mnhtrurt:inn. anid
laver tor wse in wood-Frame buildings (15). Ths, like
other “folk" houses, was almost cereainly designed
and buile without the bencfit of formal plans, but
according v the artisan's idea of what a house should
look like. Although the study of vernacular
architecture, or folk housing, has been pursued in the
South and East for a few decades, these often plain
and simple structures have only recencly atoracted
attention in California {16,

Nineteenth-century ranch house in the Dry Creek oplands (from GM collection)

-

Crher folk buildings cercainly were built wichin
the Loke Sonoma Area; some examples were
photographed there in 1976, There are currentdy,
however, no recorded folk dwellings on the Caorps’
property. During the 19405 at Skapgs Springs, and
probably elsewhere, abandoned buildings were
scavenged for lumber, especially seructural members.
Some structures were sold by their owners and moved
to new locagions just prl:\.'inll.: to the Cor p:'
:l:llui.:.i!:itm: otherstructures were demalished |:'|-:|.' ih
{:!Frl.'l‘! Eilk dftﬂr t|‘11: Eﬁr.ﬂhlilhl'ﬂ.l:ll:! D‘+‘.ﬂ ncw E’l:l'lr. m!iu:ri
of “squatters™ within the area; and some were burncd
as part of fire-fighang training.

Barns, outbuildings, stock pens and corrals, and
other agricultural stroctures were onoe COmmon pans
of the local landscape. While some of these fearures
remain, many have becn lost to time, the elemaents,
and human apenes afcha nge and destruction. Hh-l:l:p
ﬁ:nL'.ing 1% one historic |..'.|r.|:h-|:.=]’t||: clement that still
remains throughoue the arca. This eraditional splif
rough wood and wire fence type, well suited o its
purpose, suggests an clement of a folk or regional
culture. Slightly to the north, in Mendocing Counry,
this fence type gives way to the "snake fence,” atype
once found extensively throughour che rural Sowrh.
The stone-lined “cellar” walls dug into nomh-facing
slopes in the southern portion of the study arsa may
represent ancther element of regional culoure. These
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sites were investigated by historical archacologists,
who considered them o be “a local Ftﬂ-dul:l'. of self-
sufficiency in labor, materials and food svorage
needs™ (17).

Most permanent 19th- and 20th-century residents
planted orchards, vegerable and flower gardens, and
other exotic species near their homes, Many of these
still flower and bear fruit in testimony oo che
indlividuals and Families who nurtured chem. -I-hll!‘
sedttercd .lgfil:u]h.lr.ll ﬁ:u.tun::s. domestic ErécE :md
aother planes, crude sheep fencing, and farm roads
covered much of the Lake Sonoma Area’s land,
crcating a cohesive landscape and a sense of the
elements of the local culvune (18).

Emotional responses v a landscape’s asstheric
qualities can be smudied at an individuwal andfor
culmsral level, The culoural landscape has symbaolic
mezaning within the contexe of the pamicular sociery
which creates it. As people use the earth, they
inevitably change it. Whether this occurs subtly or
dramatically, creating an aesthetically pleasing effect
or an eyesore, the modifications aleer humans®
percepsions of the environment, As human sctivities
alter an area, the landscape may acguire new symbolic
meanings, interprered by members of society in
varving forms and deprees of culturally defined
messages. Features may also have historical
associations co parcicular individuals, events, or
processes, The pewer of any cultural landscape s
therefore dependent as much on an individual’s
h:l:l:g_rnum:l gz on the remainy themselves. Yi-Fu
Tua n, a 1,.'th|,]!':|| E¢E|-gr.:||ih¢'r, T tu-i.m::d ithe |'l|.'| r%e
“ropophilia™ to describe chis mixeure of sentiment and
place (19).

“Every mature nation has es symbolic
landscapes™ (20), and those that apose in western
MNorth America were seen o represent staunch
individualism and the frontier. The project area
containcd many elements of the “classic” American
]:lm.lﬂ::.pr:. IJuring the 1'%h century, the i:m:gvr.: afthe
Hr.lw:. h:tdwnrh:'i ng Fjum:ct 'Fn.r'r::il}' Wak a dl‘.ll‘n:inu.nt
emblem of national character and aspirations, while
the farm symbaolized the good life and opitomized
“purc Amenca,” By the end of that centiry, this
image of national virtue was exemplified by rugged
landscapes, in which a small comer was tamed for
human vse. As growing urbanization and induscrial
development highlighted the conmrast berween
civilizatien and nature, more and more people were
inspired by the spiritual power of the wilderness (211

Writers influenced by this perspective often got guite
carried away in their descrptions of scenic beauty.
Wilderness, according oo Tuan,

stood for the sublime and called man o
contemplation: in its solitude one deafted inte
higher thoughis away from the rempoations of
Mammeon: it has come vo be associared with the
frontier and picneer past, and so with qualitics
that were I'hl:mg_ht to he ch:r.li:l!l:'ri.wt:inil':.'
Al‘ﬂ.l:r'u:uh; and 1t was an cnvirenment that
prompted eoughness and virilicy (22},

In keeping with this sentiment, the wonders of
Skagps Springs inspired 5.P. Mead, a midwestern
newspapes corfespondent and guest in the summer of
1871, o muse as follows:

Forwhose eves have all these beaurties been
spread where age after age human footsteps
never came? There is an uncold pleasure in
secking outthose places where God only isto
study the beaury and realize his poodness.
The immensicy of the view, its charming
variery, its lovely lighss and shades, all in
connection with the soft blue sky, all first
brought a feeling of jov, then sadness, as [
seemed tolose my identicy in pleasure all coo
great for my grasps. .. . Such a scene, once
looked upon, is a feast for the memaory ever
after. The pure air, clear sky, angel
whisperings among the leaves, suggestwothe
miind a ‘love of earch unl:l:gn::t deal of credit
it Heaven' (231,

Four decades later, in 1911, a yvoung high schoal
student from San Francisco expressed a similar
sentiment toward the Dry Creck uplands—
srraightforwardly and without the liverary
contfivances: " justcan’t wait for summer 1o come. [
think 1 am still uncivilized because thar wild life up
there appeals o me in & very strange manner {24h
Oin anather oceasion, she wrobe that:

My composition work always scems to be
connected with the ranch in someway or the
ather. The other day we had to write a sketch
af a ficld or grave. | wrote a deseription of
wiour alfalfa feld and came out ahead of the
whole class, 1 described it av night and the
scenery was quite wonderful when [ finished.
MNaothing cver came so natural to me before for
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ol Canyon, SKAGGS HOT SPRINGS

Redwood Canyon, Skaggs Hot Springs, circa 1910 (courtesy of Ed Mannion)

[ could just piceure the whole thing as fase as
my pen could write {25).

Wilderness as a landscape symbol was revitalized
and widely defended in the 19705 by groups in
oppEosiiion b OonSEE vetion of the Wamm !'ipril'u.:: Drarm.
Omne group in pamicular, the Friends of Sonoma Hoo
Springs, also called the Warm Springs Guardians,
sought to save Kahowani, or Skages Springs, from
inumdation. In addigan to their specific envimonmental
concerns, they cited the healing powers of the springs’
waters and the spirtual quality of the environs as
reasons for Kahowani's preservation,

Supporters presented their values as sharply
contrasting with the "temprations of Mammon,” or,
in contemporary jargon, the "Grear American Pork
Barrel™ —thar is, those persons reaping profic from
the dam.

To the Guardians, the hot sprngs functioned as
what geographers have called a ceremonial landscape,
communicating both the awe inspiring qualities of
nature amd the destructive capacity of man. To make a
policical poine, the Guardians held “healing”
cenembnics, d:lrin;ﬂ_ which l.|1r.'9. ]!liurllr.-d oak pfees Lo
replace, ar lease symbolically, rees deswroved by the
Corps of Engincers. The Friends of Sonoma Hot
Springs expresscd considerable empachy with the
Pomoan Indian groups who had used the springs in the
past. Believing that the springs had a guardian spirit
and that the Pomo were the traditional keopers of the
site and protectors of the spict, the Guardians wished
to join with the Pomo in their traditional mole. The
extent, however, to which Kahowani continued
function as a sacred '|'||u1.'-:.' ta local Indian FRRELTT i is
unclear. One young Pomoan Indian passing by the
springs reportedly disagreed with the new guardians
regarding the springs’ value: "You can't save this
place, it’s gone. They've alresdy destroved ic” (26).
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Ir-nn:il:n.ﬂ':,', rfature, tl'HFLI.Hh nak e lﬂ:ﬂ':,l wl Idﬂl’l.‘lﬂ!.,
was a landscape symbol also used by Warm Springs
Dram supporeers. This group rallicd around the cry of
“Save Lake Sonoma,” images of 2 sailboat gracefully
traversing Lake Sonoma, and a photo of a small boy
fishing from a boat—this, ar a time when Lake
Sonoma existed only on paper and in the minds of
supporters and government planners. For both pro-
and anti-dam factions, the manipulaton of symibols
]'u:lp-::d. ta hald commaon :llll:giu.ru.:c (S :imp]il'i-ud et
of values Embl.rd'il':d in tl'h: Lln:hmpr_

ExvVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTION

Environme neal perception studics concentrate on
the relationship between what people believe wo be the
characteristies of the natural environment and how
they use the land. Successive groups extracoed or
cultivated particular resources within the Lake
Sonoma Area. All of these resources had been
inherent within the environment from prehisworic
times, Each group, however, made an assessment of
the available resources, and chose for selective
development those that were best suned o their needs
and technology, When geopraphers study
environmental perception, they are concerned with
“the complex relationships berween percepions,
values, verbalized artirudes, and behavior™ (27), Wich
positive and negative consequences, environmental
perception inflisences behavior,

Environmental perception is shaped for a group
h'." cultural and economic factors and I:I.l.lF_mE!'llEl,‘.' I:I':.'
rxpdﬁc]‘l-l:t at I!hd pad v icloal ||:v|:|. B:in.u.lu 1
envirenmental percepeion can be seen most clearly by
comparing the attitudes of persons of different
cultural and occupational backgrounds in refercnee to
a new and unknown geographic miliew

Examples from California

Drespive California’s early repuration as the
nearest thing o the Garden of Eden and the most
favorable press ever focused on a fronticr region,
some new arrivals believed the state to be a desen,
unsuited to agricultural pursuits, The early,
overwhelmingly enthusiastic descriprions of
California as a land of promise were ofven inscocurare
and based on very lictle data, while appraisals of the
stae's agricultural potential by acrual serders and
povernment officials were quite mixed. Writing of the
Bacramento Valley, Kenneth Thompson quores a
number of conflicting early repores on the area’s
agricultwral resouwrces; these evaleations often

reflected ehe cultwral biases and expectations held by
the observer. Observers heralding from the humid
regions of the castern United Staves and narthern
Eurape were troubled by the heart, lack of summer
rainfall, and dearth of trees. In the 18408, these
people commonly believed thar where teees would not
grow, the land was seerile and would not support
crops. Setrlers from the Midwest, in concrast, painted
a much more sanguing picture of the Sacramento
‘l’l:ll.ll':':.r1!- e ngricu]l:u:':ll p-ul:::ntiu.l. In fact, some
became California boosters, preaching io casterncrs
of the valley's boundless feetilicy and unparalicled
productivencss. These booseors envisioned the
technological innovations and large-scale irdgation
and reclimation projeces that have since helped create
the Sacramento Valley's rich agricultugal domain
(28)

The rate and nature of sewlement within the propect
area were influenced by both che general allure of
California and by specific perceprions of the porential
wses and value of land in che area. Judging from the 1833
report of Baron von Wrangell, the Russians seccbed ac
nearby Fore Hoss were favorably disposed sowards lands
in the general vicinity of the study area, In chac vear, an
expedition of 21 men on horseback traveled up the
Russian River go Mark West Creck and then northward,
probably passing chrough the Diry Creek Valley, They
extolled the area’s “immense meadows,” “most
luxuriane grass,” and “most fercile humus soil,”
Although they journeved in September, perhaps the
dricst and least attractive time of year, the arca continued
i live upto their E:l:pm:htinn::

Mightfall took us unawares in one of those
splendid oak groves which here and there
shaded the plain. The horses almost
disappeared inthe high, fragrane grass which
covered the meadows. The camp fire blazed
up amidse the dark foliage of oaks a cenmry
aold. Deep silence senled uwpon this land so
richly endowed by namare (29

It was the abundant Eh!:.l:m:l whir..'l'l. 'uri.lhin o
decade, stimulaced the establishment of Mexican land
grants in the arca.

The econamy of Mexiwcan California was based
primarily on large, feee-ranging herds of carele; eheir
hides formed the area’s wealth, means of barter, and,
o some degree., its currency. On vast strerches of
land. chese ranchers limited their cultivation toa few
acres of barley, melons, and vegerables. George
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Sonoma County pioneer Nicholas Carriger
i(from Munro-Fraser's History of Sonoma Courty)

Gibbs:, a2 member of Colonel McecKee's 1851
government expedition which was charged with
initiating treaties with the Mative American
population of northwestern California, kept a journal
of his ohservations, including specific references ta
fafichos in the Russian River l'l-..llll."!.'. He fele the
apriculoural porential of much of the area was being
neglected due wo the ignorance and shoth of its Spanish
proprictors and their Indian laborers, He belitled the
Epaniard, wha,

grasping such wvase posscssions, was boo
indolent to nurture the agriculoural wealth of
ehe land, and had oo litde enterprise even to
find the maneral wealth thae gliteered ae its
feee (300

This avtitude, characternistic of the period, was
unfair in its evaluation of the Mexican cconomy and

of the pechnological and socioeconomic constraints
vorking upon operators within thae system.

Prior to the discovery of gold in 1848 and the
afrmost worldwide stampede of fortune seekers o
Califernia, Amernican settlers rrickled inte Califormnia,
amraceed by the vision of land thar was abundant,
fertile, and free. Micholas Carriger, eventually a
successiul rancher and vineyardist near the cicy of
Sonoma, had just sectled in Missour, built o house,
dnd eledared many an acre, when imn .-'|.|1r|.| 18465,

the mumor of the fertiliey of California, brought
an the wings of fame, made me feel displeased
with my farm; and without consulting with
any person; [sold ivto a broker fof the palery
sum of five hundred dollars, less than the
amount | had invested in lumber for my house
{31k
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Within the week f.'d.rri.gur scit Hut 'FI:I\T l.':uJiani.—a,
accompanicd by many family members, including his
wife and children, parcnes, and in-laws.

In conerase to the Carrigers Famaly, whoemigrated
au a group in guest of farmland, the Forv-Miners
came in partnerships of young men, intent on quickly
arnassing forounes and rrivmphanedy returming o their
loved oncs at home. Even local agriculouralises
t-r.'l'l'l[!ﬂﬂ:l"“}' abandoned farm and 'Fﬂmil}.' for the qui«l:]-:
fi.thﬂs mprm:ndhl,r wl I'ing i the ereeks :m.-d rivers of
the Sicrra Mevada. Few argonauts, however, managed
to find and keep the gold thoy sought. Some
entreprencurs realized that a more secure fortunc
might be gained through supplying the miners with
fresh mear, vegetables, and fruit. Other would-be
miners, avtracted by California’s pleasant climate and
fertle soil, abandoned dreams of quick fortune,
brought our their families, and sought a place for
themsslves within the rural, farming communicy.
Mumerous Lake Sonoma Area sertlers began cheir
California careers in the “Gold Country,” including
Tennessee Rishop, William Board, Svente and
Henrietma Hallengren, Svlvester Scom, George J.
Matthews, and James and Elizabeth Pricchect.

Alchough the number and influence of California
agriculeuralists grew during the 1850s and 186(0s, the
state and the world still perceived California’s wealth
to be in its mincrals and oot in fes apgriculoural
products, Charles Mordhoff, a California booseer,
noted that in 1872 California was “seill, to a great
extent, a country in which mining 1s, as they say,
‘played out,’ while agriculture has not taken ies place™

(32).

Misconceptions regarding California’s free land
generated much confusion and suffering. Although
differing in their ideas of land use, Anglo and
Californio (Mexican Californians) perce ptions of the
mest favorable land characteristics coincided. Thus
porential Farmers often found the land they desired o
bhe frart afa Mexican land grant and, therefore, elosed
to settlement. Settlers, frustrated in their efforts eo
obtain the “good life,” squatted upon this privace
properey. Meanwhile, large arcas of public land, open
for settlement, remained uninhabited due eo cheir
presumed or actual inferior gualivy. It was nor until
the lave 1860s that population pressure, caused by the
general exodus from mining regions and an influx of
families displaced by the Civil War, prompred large-
scile settlement on public land, including land inthe
Lake Sonoma Area, Ar che same time, the spread of

succesthul cultivation n."ith-ﬁut iTIiE_:II.iIII'I.. and of
extensive irfigation projects, upgraded the value of
some land previously decmed to be unsuited to
farming.

The Agricultural Bonanza

Econamic incentives may cause abrupr changes in
how the resources of a particular area are viewed.
Agoston Haraszthy, for example, an important
influence in the development of dry-farming
technigques, helped revise the prevailing negative
environmental pereeption of large arcas of California.
In his widely circulated 1858 trearise on grapegrowing
and winemaking, Haraszthy provided the noviee with
sufficient decail to stare his own vineyard and wich a
cost analysis to stmulace his economic incerese. To
make his point, Haraszthy presented & decailed
breakdown of his expenditure in planting and bringing
up o bearing a 100-acre vineyard. He then projected
his profic on chis screage. The hefty profic margin
suggested by Haraszchy was a strong incentive oo
those secking o comfortable place in the rural
economy. Many persons followed Haraszehy's
advi¢e, if not his successful example. This
development often ook place in the foechills, on
cheap land that had been ignored by previous sertlers
{33

Numerous agher books touting the advantages of
California were circulated in the 19%th century.
Publizshed v 1873, Charles NordhofFs {".qb;famiq.'
Far Hmf.ﬁi, ﬂ'r:ﬂ':n'r'r, amd Rﬂ:p'dﬁ'.u':r; A Beaok fur
Travellers and Setrflers was perhaps the most
influential. Although Nordhoff was particularly
impressed by southern California, he presented a
picture of the stare that was fairdy balanced. He
sought to lure the prosperous casterners away fromy
their complacent superioricy and love of home, by
reassuring them char Californians wers a oo less
refined and culoured group than chey chemselves:

Very few suspect that the Californians have
the best of us, and chat, so far from living in
a kind of rude exile, they enjoy, in face, the
finest climate, the most fertile soil, the
loveliest skies, the mildest winter, the most
healthful region, in the whole United Stares.
Cialifornia has long passed with us in the East
as a pood-cnough sort of country for over-
adventurous young men; it is, in fact, the best
part of the Amerncan continent, either for
health or for proficable and pleasane living in
any industriows pursuic{34).
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“First sight of California™

Alchough Mordhoft, like all California boosters,
Eave oxam pln::. of rJgh-:n-richu\ SRECCCES SEOFCS,
careful reacding singles out the industrious farmer,
possessed of some capital and of the desire for a
permanent home, as the target of his guide. Nordhoff
believed that speculation was the cumse of agnculture
in California: the desire for quick profit prompted
adventurers who wore not farmers to gamble on a wet
season, good market, or other, often unpredictable,
variable. Such speculative ventures often failed,
serving to discredie California agriculeure.

Immigranes lacking capital were usually forced to
borrow. [nerest rates were high in California: the
commen annwal race in the early 1870s was ten 1o
twelve percent, In newly settled areas, however, the
standard rate was even h:p:]u:r.twn peroont por mianith.
Thus the farmer with enough capital to gee started had
a considerable advancage over less affluent scetlers
wha were forced to bomrow. Perecived profit margin
i5 an integral partof environmental perception, for it
is the difference berween expenditure and return that
determines whether a particular area is deemed
suitable fora parcicular land use. Forexample, when
the price of grapes is high, the exora investment
necessary oo bring a marginal grapegrowing parcel

into producoion will be rewarded; but when grapes ane
ch cap, -err||1_.' thise Fun:t:!x rve:|_'|ui nng hittle ex rrl:m:linlr:'.-
will net a |'|:rr|'ﬁ t. Farmiers or ranchers, p-r|1|:||.|1,:| ng fora
market CCONamY, had o k::cp- abreast of both prce
and geneml economic fluctuations if they were to be
successful. A period of lag between changes in market
conditions, and changes in operators’ envirenmental
perception and behavior, could have disastrous
environmental and ceonomic repercussions. Far
example, in 1872 Mordhoff wrote thae a “well
managed” band of sheep would return 48 peroent per
annAwm. This hi};h |.'l-|'l.l'|_ll: ||'|J|'_|.:i.r| winidd be reduced b':.'
half if the operator had secured a loan ac 24 percent,
by an additional amoune if his methods, land, and
animsls wene not up w par, and even furcher should
chimatie and/or economie factors prove unfavorable
in a given vear. Some authors af “how.to" manuals
ignored these complexities and creaced an unsound
image of a bountiful environment. Scetlers” faith in
the California Dream also contributcd to this
averblown sense of optimism,

One of these overly oprimistic pomes, wrirten by
“General James 5. Brishin, US.A.” in 1881 and
encitled Nl Beef Ronanza; or, How ro Ger Rich on ohe
Plains: Being o Deseripion of Catrle-grossing, Sheep-
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..I".'rru.fng. Hﬂr.ihrﬁrf.h'ng._ e ﬂ.mfr:u'lg w ke “"r'.f.l',
beckoned to evervone dissatisfied with the decaying
East to come o the western states.

Where myriads of people find homes and
wealth; where the poors professional yvoung
man, flying from the over-crowded East and
the tyranny of a moneved aristocracy, finds
honorand weslth: where the young politician,
N P ssedd ]:".l" ring: and combinations,
II:]':,'i:I'IE upnn hue awn .lhili.l!ic:., may Flss bo
position and fame; where there are lands for
landless, money for the moneyless, briefs for
lawyers, paticnts for doceors, and abowve all,
labor and its reward for every poor man who
is willing o work (35),

According o the "General,” iv did not macter
where the emigrant settled, for almost anywhere in
the “Mighry West” he would find himsel§ betver off
than he had been in the East. Ranching, and in
particular sheep ranching, was believed o be a
lucrarive endeavor, requiring livcle capical investment
Of previows experience, veg achieving very high profic
margins. According o Brishin, “any large family can
become rich by following che herds.” At a time when
day laborers camed $12 a week and an acre of grazing
land cost from $1.50 co 35, all a sectler needed was a
grubstake of 3500 to 51000 and the labar of all family
members {36,

The cover of Brishin®s Beef Bonanza

Mistaken Environmental Perception

Durang the 1860s and 1870s, the demands of
agriculeure put fertile valley land into crop production
and forced ranchers o locare in aress not generally
suitable for cultivation. Pastoralism shifved o the
woodland ranges of the foothills and then w the
plateau and mountainows portions of California,
where it settled and became stable. By 1880
California’s rangelands were fully stocked. This trend
can be seen in the North Coast Hanges, where the
guantity of livestock created pressure to use all
available rangeland (37).

The rangeland may, in faer, have been
overstocked, The Sonoma County sheep population
peaked inaboue 18840 and chen declined, possibly due
o progressively derericraning rangelands caused by
overgrazing. Here, the influence of the pioneer
ranchers” perception of local grassland led o
destrective graging pracices, Although the ranges of
California were not evaluated as different from
eastern grazing land, they were in face significanchy
so, having lighter coverage than rangelands wich
summer ranfall. Eastern stocking methods proved to
be detrimental o California ranges, which required
lighter and more carefully controlled rates of grazing,
L. T. Burcham, an expert on California rangelands,
described the problem as follows:

Dhisturbances of the plant cover, Ir:,- F:r.-.i.ng or
ather sotivities, fBvored 1.'|'g_nr-m.:|5 FESPONSES
of native annual p-|::n|b af inferior r.|.u.ll:il=_|.'—-
and of ingreduced grasses and forbs—o a
miuch greater extent than on castern rangeos.
Rangelands with these charactersocs may
deteriorave rapidly under improper grozing
practices and are very difficule w reswore
{38}

Rarcher than assigning blame, Burcham absolved
the picneer ranchers from reckless disregard of
environmental consequenoes:

The high rates of stocking and relaced
mEanagement pract ioes which apparently were
comman throwghout the entire early period of
range liveswock grazing in California seem o
have been almost wholly honest mistakes of
judgment on the part of stockmen (3%,

Early stoeckmen judged the condition of the range
by the condimon of their livestock: this is now
recognized as an unrefiable index, The signs that
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Sheep grazing on partly cleared range in the Dry Creek uplands, clrea 1908 (from GM collection)

pointed to progressive decerioration of the range went
largely unnoticed by ranchers because they did not
know their meaning until too late, Burcham noted that
ane Lalifornia rancher found chat his ranges had
changed several times during the 27 vears he had
lived there, with new SPECics ATTIVENE, h-i:i,:urni:ng
dominant, and then being replaced by ochers, “These
changes wene not in tl,'.TFI:EI:El.‘I cormect |y os rcﬂcctlng
grazing use; they were believed oo be mernely anather
'I:II:i.'IJIi.ilr FI‘I'IL FEFITIC MR I:I'F lI'I'iH .‘-l.rJ:IIHE NCwW L'l:lll.l.'ltl."r'“

TELIIN

Many of the carly ranchers in the Dry Creck
uplands came from the Bricish Isles, whese green hills
are equated with good grazing land. This was not
always the case locally. Hills char looked green and
rich from far away were not always as fine as they
appeared. This situarion is indicared by a passage
written in 1887 by a native of Ireland concerming a
Scotsman who awned lind in the Diry Creck uplands.
She wrote chat William “hud™ { Howd ) was disgusted
with the “fine counterey™; he had lost a great many
cattle and complained thae people were starving on
hills that looked green From far away (411

The combination of the closing of the range and
its deterioration sparked two new developments: the
initiation of more apprepriate land-management

technigques and the entrance of speculaoers inoo reral
real estare.

Differences in Perception:
Ranchers and Farmers

Differences between the raising of livestock and
the raising of crops are among the factors thae may
lead to cultural differences in environmental
perception, values, and behavier. Many of these
differences have boen widely recognized, as in the
musical “Oklahoma” Writing of a rural area in
Saskarchewan, Canada, John W. Beanerr described
the differing “cultural seyvles™ of ranchers and farmers
and the relationship of these sivles wo their respective
modes of sconomic production. The rancher, with his
extensive land-use paemn, and the farmer, with his
intensive land use, each exhibited different sevles,
values, and perceprions of the environment. While the
rancher fele himself, regardless of his practices, to be
a part of “unspoiled™ nature, the farmer saw patune as
something to compete with and oo tame. The rancher
had a concept of “the wild.” while the farmer thought
of nature as “wilderness.” Both groups, however,
ultimately veok a utilitanan approach toward nature;
namiral resounces were eved with a view to their most
efficient and economically producrive use. It was the
requirements of the different uses o which farmers
and ranchers submitved their land thar shaped, in part,
cheir atnredes roward nature, According o Bennert,
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the “great open spaces” provide an important symbol
to ranchers:

To the rancher, natural ressurces wiere part of
the unspoiled narwral wilderness in which
muan and his domeste animals lived, wing the
resounces sparingly and polerating wild species
s0 long as they do not hinder economic pursuirs
(42h

ﬂrn:.i.ng lands—the "'gn::l. apen :|!H|:¢:'-—-:h¢. of
course, the rancher's primary asser. Thus, ranchers
viewed the effoces of farmers to transform these open
arcas with both disdain and apprehension, Suocessful
cultivation, on the other hand, had ecerain
requireaments: farmers must disturh wild species and
the soil to plane their crops, and chey must eliminare
destructive insects and other pests, The basic
difference berween the two modes was, to quote
Bennert, that “the rancher’s ideas were based on his
minimal disturbance of narure, the fanmer's on a more
extensive manipulation of resources” (431

Only limited evidence is available supporting the
existence of this cultural dichotomy betwes n ranchers
and farmers in the Lake Sonoma Area during the 19th
century. To our knowledge, direct expressions of the
values of pioneer seitlers have nog survived in written
form, and their ideals must be reconstrucied from
their behavior as recorded in documentary sources
and upon the cultural landscape. Cral history provides
an additional source in the study area. According to
one old timer, “the msuntain |1-|:q|1|:-|:' mnever did bother
the hawks or other wild species.” He used the term
“mountain people™ to emphasize the special and
superior cultural distinctiveness of the old sheep
ranchers: “they lived off the land, killing decr for
meat, but never abusing the game.” Many present-
day landowners around Lake Sonoma espouse an
avtitude poward narure and land paralleling char of
Bennerr's ranchers. They value the isolation and
privacy provided by the surrounding rugged, open
Spaces, the ph}'ni.nl and ps};:hnlngi.i;:l benefits of
tl:u;:r!r::-: to nature, d.nd a :nh:::l'v:!innist attrinde
toward the land (44).

Hunting for pleasure is another arca in which
Benneot's ranchers and farmers differed, and one for
which an equivalent partern may be feconstructed
locally. Farmers, sccording vo Benne, did cheir best
w eradicate wild species that they regarded as pests,
bue most did not go hunting. Ranchers, on the other
hand, oleraved wild animals a8 long as they did not

perpetuate cconomic losses bevond a certain limie,
but they enjoyed hunting 25 a common pasgme.
During the 1%h contury, several famous hunters
owned ranches in the project arca, and visitors came
frarm as far away as Europe to hunt with these men.
Hunting elubs, fun by area ranchers, brought many
visivors to the area and supplied capital for property
development. The persistence of hunting clubs and
the imponancs of the sport remain a faceor o the
present anc, n iAstances af trespass anmd pu:n:]"ling,
have become a p-r'nhlr.':m. ﬂl\‘.l‘lm,l!'_]'l unil.lun 1 many
respects, landowner Orville Baldwin may have shared
the local rnchers’ attitude toward nature in gencral
and wild animals in particular. In response to his
father's chiding for allowing the deer to ger the best
of his sheep feed, Baldwin replied, “The deer wene
here firse™ {45).

LAND MANAGEMENT

Beliels, Goals, and Management

While beliefs are among che forces influencing
the way people manage nmatural resources, the
resource base and use strategics of a growp may also
influence cheir religions practices, Ceremonics were
one way that Pomoans codified information about
their environment and perpetuated instructions for ps

MaAnNAEEmMEnt.

Cioals, whether these b shorm or ||:|ng range, have
a powerful effect on land-manapement praceices. The
result af the ::ir'lﬂlc-purpn-:h:' rlurnui! af '.'L"r'd rauilie
miners i5a good example of the effect of shont-range
goals, These men soughe quick fortune in the gold-
rich Sierra Mevada, a region in which they anticipated
no further connection and saw no other value. In their
hurry, the miners changed the face of the landscape,
buried productive farmland, and washed both valuable
ropsoil and a fomune in gold dust into the San
Francisco Bav. In contrast, the pursuit of long-range
goals often involves the extraction of more chan one
resource from an area. Many former mining regions
are now pare of Mational Foreses, where professional
land-management plannces attempt to maintain
recreational and landscape values while harvesting
and replenishing the timber and grazing resources o
supply both prescnt and future needs.

The influence of peroeption on land manage ment
is discussed above in relation o cthe desorsction of
California rangelands. Perceprion, like goals and
beliefs, changes through time. Experience, cveles of
economic and environmental change, and, in mone
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recent fimes, technical iaformation and pover nmcAt
n:n-_uln.l: ions, all im p:inp_-.c LIpH3n the land =Managemont
decisions of individuals and groups,

There was a close relationship between
Mihilakawna beliefs and practices concerning the
supernatural and the cyeles of narurs. The
Mihilakawna annually held ar least five Firso Fruits
ceremonies, cach heralding the beginning of a
particular harvest season, while honoring and giving
thanks for the plant. Thus in spring, ceremaonial rites
wore held first in honor of the appearance of clover
and somewhat later for the “Indian potate™ (the
aucculent bulb of plants of the Hly family) A Fiest
Fruits celebration was held in o surmmer for wild
tobacco, in fall for the new crop of acorns, and in

n:r|1.' winter for |:||||:k|:1_.-'v|: fnuts. Strict pnrhihiti:r.rn:i
against :n]lcﬂ.ing the honared p-|::n|! were in effect
prior to the ebservance. In chis way, religious beliefs
and practices functioncd to assure the planes” further
procduceivity, The Brgest First Fruies eeremonies were
held in spring, when offerings were made to insure an
ample food supply throughour the entire year
Residents of other villages were invived o panticipae
in these observances, After the acom harvese in the
fall, ehe Mihilakawna held o feseival: here,
I:I::I'I.'l.'l'lﬂl-'li:"":l' FII:'FI.ITI!'\d aLCOrm mll!h VLS Dﬂ:'I'.'rEd in

thanksgiving, followed by a dance and a ritual fease
(ELYS

Ceremonial leaders decided exactly when these
events were to be held. ITn che 1970, in the active

Pompan vear (from The Makahme Pomo, 1985)
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Inuclian COmmun it'|.' af l'l:jahu.'g.'u. nedr Stewart s Puint,
the First Fruies ceremony of the Serawberry Festival
was held annually. Drespite the fact char scorcs of
people from other Indian groups and their guests
came from long distances to celebrave the event, the
dare of the festival was not announecd uneil a shon
time before, based on the careful ohservarions made
by the Kashaya ceremonial leader,

Two noted anch rnp-ulugi:l: have described the
resule of Native American land- management practices
as follows:

The Indian preservation of the land and its
produces for the ten thousand of mofe years of
theirundisputed occupaney wassuch ehae the
White invaders wrested from them a garden,
not the wilderness irsalved their consciences
wo call ir (47

The Mihilakawna and Makahmae used a varieoy of
plant-management technigues, which borch
deliberately and indirectly affected the gualicy of
local resources and the overall composition of cheir
environment. The zim of these technigues was o
obtain an adequate plant supply for the group, while
maintaining the plant’s cont nued viabilicy, Based on
an understanding of the planos and their reproductive
requirements, these Pomoean groups employved various
collection strategies to achieve cheir dual goals and
meet their present and future needs. Their plane-
management techniques inchuded pruning, cultivation,
u‘-::cd'in!-_ and clearn ng, selectuve i'll:.l."|-'r,-.!|tiﬂg_1 amid
controlled burning. Adherence to these practices was
extensively regulated by socil sanceions and religious
taboos, One Makahmo elder expressed her view of
the relationship between the human and plant worlds
au follows:

When people don't use the plants they get
scaree. You must use them so they will come
up agaim. All planes are like that. If they're
nog 5_:|H'|l:n:|:|. fram, or talked o and cared
about, they'll die (48).

Ritual observances and festrictions an collection
reduced harvesting pressurcs upon coreain spocics,
while making ehe collectors scutely aware of their use
of and dependence upon these resources. For
example, menstruating women and cheir men did noc
garher sedge: violation of this prohibition might resulc
im sickness, ractlesnake bites, orother repercussions.
In addirion, baskecry roots were collected only during

r]u.1l|r| ight hnllnl |']u¢ ioa belwef that roois dl:l.j; after dark
would turn black. Hunting was also regulated by strece
rules. Before a hunt, men kepe away from their
warncn For four dayvs: sexual aceiviey was believed not
anly to cause poor luck in hunting, butalso, at times,
punishment by the supernatural. Men whose wormen
were menstruating refrained from hunting for fear of
the same consequences. Some individuals possessed
special songs o bring them lsck in their collecting
and huntil‘lg BEEIVIEIES. S'pm:'ml SONES were, 1a face,
required for protection in order to collect certain
medicinally imporgant or poisonous plants. This
restriction served not only to enhance the importanos
of the collector and the power of the potion, but also
to preserve rare plants and v protece the unimtiated
from misuse of dangerous specics (49).

Range Management

The relative value of rees and grasses has
alternated over the years, Prior oo che post-World
War Il building boom, most local ranchers viewed
trees, especially the abundant fir, a8 an economic
lability, As erees are natural compecitors wich grasses,
land clearing was practiced extensively in the study
arca g increase the forage. Through contrelled
burning and tree girdling, these ranchers increased
the extent of grasslands at the expense of woadland,
forest, and chaparral plant communities. According
to a local rancher, “the old-timers in this country
gin:llr:l:l cl‘u:lugh timber to build a Iln'rlg_l: from here to
Los A ng-el-r.':." F."-l'EI'lEI'J.I]I':.'. with the increased value
of 1im1:u:r_ trocEs Werc nio |ul'|gcr gifdhnd. ﬂ'i.l‘diil‘l.g
remaoved large arcas of dmber From the arco—foreses,
which, due to the current value of timber, are
presently being replanted (500

Conrrolled burning was used in association with
and in addition o tree girdling o improve and
increase the ferage. The grasslands had been enlarged
and maintained, in part, by the cffons of Native
Californians to increase che forage for deer. This
practice was disapproved of by the Mexican
authorities in Upper California, One of the articles in
General Vallejo's ereary with several local Indian
groups in 1836 stipulated char “che fields shall not be
burned ae time of drought on any precexe” (51k Laver
in the 19%th cenrury, most ranchers in the area
pracriced controlled buming. Although the pracrice
wis discouraged during much of the 20ch century, by
the 1980 many ranchers were again burming pofrions
of their acreape.

H
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The constructive wse of fire has not always been a
recognized pri.rlcip!: 05 0 FCS[ReC table proctioo. In his
recent history of Fire iv Amverdca, Stephen Pyne
relates the development of wildland fire protection ta
the induseral revelution and the rise of large-scale
commercial Forestry. Coincidentally, ane of the first
advocates of “lighe burning™ to appear in print in the
19th century in California was Joaguin Miller, a
sennimentalist poct and relative of Dry Creek uplands
settler Mahnda Miller Scat. Miller, whao advocated
buriing a% o return bo the “Indian way” of land
management, found agreement among many pionecr
settlers, stockmen in particular, One cady Dey Creck
homesteader, George C. Matthews, was an
acknowledged authoriey on eontrolled burning
wechnigues, and ranchers feom all over the stare soughe
his advice. According to local people, Mamhews, who
“bumed asheep range out of a chemise parch,” ranks
as one of the few men ever (o make 3 tremendous
suceess in sheep ranching. Many ald imers recalled
thar Matrhews would burn a rwisted piece of paper to
rest the humidicy and 1o make sure the conditons were
just righe for a burm,

Following the curn of che century, these
techniques came into conflict with the newly

Rancher (scorge Matthews (from GM collection)

extablished Bureaun of Fnrl:.-:l:r'_.-' u.nd, within a few
decades, controlled burning was generally condemned
by government technical advisors. Burming on state
and foderal lands had been illegal since the 1870s, and
the penalties inercased i 1901, Regardiess of its
illegaliey and despite warnings and complaints, many
old-time ranchers in the Moreh Coase Ranges and
clsewhere continued to burn the range periodically.
Even with the consent of neighbors, ranchers often
had to burn on the sly, ag supgpested by the following
leteer written to a Diry Creck upland rancher in 1903:

While T was in town o day your frend
Walgamor came in and said you had see the
whole country on fire he claims to have tacked
wviouf horse he s going o welephone o Santa
Rosa to day 1 vold him he could not do any
thing for he never seen you st the fire be
carcful as They are watching you {52,

The rancher’s view eventally prevailed, and
controlled burning is now perceived by the
government as an effective fire-prevention technigque
and an appropriate land-management tool. Pyne
summarizes the history of modern fire protection as,
basically,

the story of how one fire regime, char of
frongier economics, was replaced by anather,
that of an induserial state, Mot wntil the 194
did the Indian practices preserved in western
rescrvations and the frontier habats perpetunted
in the piney woods of the South work out a
med us vivend! with modern FI:IIEHtr‘_-‘ {55 I

Afeer more than a half a century of covert
burning, in 195, George Matthews received the
Califernia Wool Growers Association's highese award
in recognition of his contribution e the sheep
indusery. The award describes Manhews as:

A true and living pioneer of California’s
North Coast hi'lCI:T] industry, whose
unqur_':u.'habh: Lpil:l'l sustaincd his hand .ap;u.iwtt
all manner of predacors— bear, panthers, and
covoetes—; showed others the way bo conguer
wild fires: demonserared how o reclaim the
wilderness, make pastures out of brushland;
adapted himselfio changes spanning nearly 4
century close o MNaure and Man—all of which
meark him as a man of characver, scumen and
as a benefactor o his neighbor and his indusory
154
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Clnee reason for the desired expansion of grass land
may have been the reduced capacicy of the existing
range, It was pnot until 1895 chat declining range
conditions in the West gencrally prompred the
D partmient of Agriculture o begen scientific research
on methods for the restoration and improvement of
gm:r.ing land, thus j:l'll:i.lting the science of "':r.'.lngr_'
manage ment.” F‘rugrr:‘;:, however, was ot
immediate; as late as 1912, there was not even a semi-
technical beok on the subject of mnge management to
aid the rancher. Still, some aspeces of these new
practices were probably artempred locally wo enhance
the productivity of ranches in the carly 20th century.
Eventually, range-manageme nt classes were taught at
the University of California, Berkeley, beginning in
1922 (55).

Lake Sonoma as a
Land-Management Decision

The ssurce of land-management decisions has
changed dramatically over the vears. The local Pomoan
Indians mainained a state of near equilibrium through
powerful secial sanctions and ritual observances thart
contrelled most aspects of their use of the resounce base.
The serlers who displaced them pracriced a varieoy of
inpensive wses of the land, some of which were ulomaely
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Historic Sheep Fencing in the Dry Creek Uplands
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destructive. Around the turn of the century, dwindling
namrl resources and the seetlement of the vast magarsty
of the agriculoural frontier sparked a new federal land
policy and the eventual withdrawal of public domain
from private claim.

Federal land policy has steadily increased in
SCOPC, influence, and n.ulhu:ril:*_,'. Current land-
management goals are different from those of the
past, and, in same cascs, seck the reversal of changes
brought about by sarhier practices. The perceived
value of the Lake Sonoma Afea no longer reses in its
agriculiural worth oo individual sewlers or in its
development potential vo real-estate speculators, The
land-management objecrives are now viewesd as
furthenng regional and national gl:u]:. carnefully
conceved and et laged h'!.' povermment 5'|.1|:i.'i.u.|i.1t.-|-
Thus, histere land-management decisions have
passed from many individuwals cach controlling a small
arca, toa small nurmber of burcaucracies controlling
vast arcas. The range of these decisions has grown
from basic and few in aumber, to a broadly defined
base including environmental considerations and the
long human history of the area,
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From the overlook above soon-to-be Lake Sonoma, T-vear-old Maria Practzellis
looks toward Pritchett Peaks (photo by Adrian Pragtzellis)
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Renowned basketmaker Laura Somersal weaving a twined basket (photo by Scott Patterson)
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CHAPTER 4

Uske oF THE LAND

IsTRODUCTION

Use of the Lake Sonoma Area has changed
:‘ul:l'u.'iil',' dul'i.r:g itk five I:hthuslanrj Yoars il |:r|:|.'1||'|:lli|'|-|‘1-
What had been major resources often became
unimportant, while new sources of sustcnance or
income were recognizcd and cmphasized. Timber,
now 4 major resource of the Morth Coase Ranges, was
vireually ignored by Indian people, while early Whice
setrlers descroyed trees o increase grazing land, The
sedge beds of Warm Springs and Diry crecks, which
have produced mos greatly valued by Pomoan
baskermakers, had become overgrown and tangled
from years of disuse by Eurcamerican settlers.
Geoprapher Carl Saver described che phenomenon
succinctly: “Matural resources are in face cultural
appraisals” (1},

Although resources were continually being
redefined, onc attnibutc—divemity—characterized the
area through the centuries, There were some
imporcant specialists among the Dire Creek Pomao, but
most individuals developed all their skills to gee as
much as possible from the land. The average
Mihilakawna man was a hunter, toolmaker,
housebuilder, fisherman, trap builder, and maker of
:|t|.1:r\d1l,' In:hru,:nd he knew wlu:n :Ind 1.|.'|'|1:'r:: dal ilin:l:t
his aetention as the seasons shifted. Diversicy was also
the hallmark of the carly subsistence years of historic-
perisd secupation, when new setelers were trving out
avariery of means to stay alive while slowly building
up their new holdings.

By the 1880s, rtwo main emphases had developed
along peographic lines: stockraising (primarily
sheepl in the Dry Creek uplands and grapegrowing at
tl'u: leadl of the 1':.1|r_'1.'. But cven with these =|'Il-r:ti:|ll.i|:':t.
landowners always viewed their land a5 o multple
resource. Thus the uplands rancher raised not only
sheep or cattle, but also a variety of barnyard swoeck.
He hunted in the mountaing to fid his rangeland of
pests, o callect valuable hides vo sell, and vo bring
variety o the able. He also cut and sold his timber
and his tanbark, explored the porencial in his mineral
springs and amwempied oo ap into the chromium,
mercury, of manganese beneath his soil. The valley
farmer may have emphasized froic, boe he also kepo

stock to feed his family and even raised sizable herds
where grazing land was available.

One year a landowner mighe list himself in a local
directory as grapegrower; in another he chose to be
known simply as a farmer, or as a stockriscr, o
winemaker, or even a blacksmich, These :hu.ng-l:: in
m.'r:up:tl'nl'l.:l title rarely nzpl'mﬂtl'tl:r,:d actual d'inngl: in
activitics. Instead, they reflected the diversity that
ey pified the Lake Sonoma Arca until well ineo the 20ch
cenoury. As corporate ownership increased, diversity
declined. The arca has been returned to diversity
more fecent]y: povernment plans are charstterized by
their varicry, providing for public recrcational
facilivies, education, hvdroelectric power, flood
control, and fish and wildlife maintenance.

The changing resources of the area are described
here under four caregories: minerals, native plants
and animals, domestic plants, and domestic animals.
Alchough the resources are discussed separagely, it is
imporeant o remember while reading thischapaer chac
rarely was only one resource exploived at any nme,

MINERALS

Water

MWorth Coase archaco |ug:i sts have studied
|'||': h:i:tnr'ltliving HEes i learn wl'nl.' I‘J‘:II:'}' WETE Flu.-ui:r.l
in their locations. Water and slope of land were the
major factors: villages were almost always on level
terrain one guarter mile or less from a warer source.
In the projectarea, living sites are generally found on
the second verrace, out of the flood plain, next w
major crecks. Warer was no less important for
hismric-peried serrlers, Their more sedentary living,
in fact, made them even more dependent ona nearby
water source. All the carliest homesteads were u.l-ung
the area's m:jn:' i‘_':'l:-l':'h::.l u:iu.l]ly at thewr confluences
with other streams, or near year-round springs.

Lush spots could be found throughout California
in the wet winter and spring. bue the dry summer
rendered many lands marginal—ro the surprise of
carly Eurcamerican settlers. E.L. Chemvyk, the
Russian agriculturalise who farmed near Fort Ross in
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THAMAED SURGIT S8

v v Fai

The former Pean adobe: a diversified farmstead in Dry Creek Valley
(from Thompson®s Historical Arlas Map of Sonoma County, 187T)

the 18305, was ong of the first to remark on the
peculizrities of California’s seasons: “The entire year
here can be divided inco the rainy and the rainless; the
first is called winter, and the second summer . . .
]ul-:.'. Augu:l‘.. and ﬁ-:pl:u mhber present an appearance
amitlar to oud wiﬂ.tcr- {EJ The Spani.:h .II'I.I:I Mc:l:h:a.n
rancheros, already acquainted with a two-scason year,
used deep plowing to retain moisture, allowing crops
throughout the dry summer. Chernyk claimed that
unplowed land dried vo o depth of two or two-and-a-
half feer, bue *juse dig up some deeply plowed ground,
and it will surprise you to sce that dey soil is only 1 o
2 inches deep from the surface” (3

Califarnia’s dr':.' SUmmer pmmntnrj conditions
which :nmpintul'f overturned all the habiis and idl’:.:.'l
of castern and midwestern farmers. Many of them
held the rancheros in contempt, and, rather than
crmulating their successful techniques, they kept
dogpedly w their old practices. They anempred o
sow in May of June when the fains were over, getting
"no more return than if they had planved corn in
Mlinois in August” (4). Ochers simply wrned back
when they saw the desertlike conditions. But,
sccording to California boosters, a dry summer had

immense advantages. The whaole harvest season,
being without rain, was unhurried, Grain could be
threshed, bagged, and left in che fields or along the
railroad tracks without fear of injury from exposure.
Hay could be stacked in the ficld and potatoes lefein
the ground until wanted; there was no need for costly
granaries or barns, Fewer hands were needed for the
harvest due to the more leisurcly pace. And the wet
winters with their green forbs and grasses moane that
there was little need wo put away feed for the winter.
Only work horses were fed: all other livestock lived
on the natural pascure (5).

In some arcas of California, such a paradise was
not obtamnable withaut irr:ig:tinn. But in the Moreh
Coost R.:n;l:':. with 1t E_rﬂ:l:t:r rﬂ.lﬂf:l] I. summcr fuﬁn.
and numerous springs and small streams, ircgation
was considered unnecessaryv—even undesirable.
Sonoma County enthusiases staeed that the “heaven
watered” lands of the county were wonth more than
wene antificially irnigared fields. Monirigated lands,
it was claimed, required less work, were more
healthful, and did nor leave the farmer at the mercy of
an irrigation company which might fail him (&)
Following the dry summer came the heavy rains,
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which aften I'lm:h:d! u|‘|- the waters of nll":,' Emch’. and
the Russian River over agriculeural ficlds. Farmers
found the seasonal inundation valuable, fertilizing
the ficlds and adding topsoil to che land.

Afeer the first vears of experimentation, Farmers
and stockmen in the arca settled on operations thar
required limle warer; grapes fare bewer without
irnigation, and sheep require far less warer than cardle.
The numorows :prin._'_! and creeks were :mph: fowr
drinking water and the kiechen garden. Historical
archacologists found spring houses and other water
installations at nine sites in the projece arca. The
homesite was usually placed well below the spring, so
that gravity brought warer 1o the door. Early pipes
meay have been little more than a series of connected
wooden troughs; such systems were crude, but they
were preferable wo the aliernacive of hauling buckets
from che spring (7).

The mineral springs in the project arca were
medjor resources throughout its oecupation. Ao least
three important mineral springs were present, and one
{Kahowani, later Skaggs Springs) drew ouwsiders to
the area for centuries. Because these springs figured
significantly in many aspects of life in the Lake
Sonoma Arca, they are discussed in several placesin
this volume (8).

Chert Quarries

Franciscan chere, a finc-grained rock thatcan be
brsken u.l-uns pl'tdicl:u.bh:' FL: Ac%, was oncéc a m.jm
resource in the Lake Sonoma Area. Here ewe chent
quarfics (CA-Son-584 and CA-Son-5354/H) contain
evidence of thousands of years of use. One of the
local quarries (CA-Son-554/H), named the “Warm
Springs Lapadary Center™ by archacologists who first
recorded ir, was carved by voolmakers from a narrow,
wooded terrace on a eribugary of Warm Springs
Creek. It contains two sources of chert, one an
amphithearre-like depression of nearly 2000 square
merers (),

Chert is choughe of as common in the Morth Coast
Ranges, vet it constitutes less than half a percent of
the ared’s dominant geological formation, known ag
the Franciscan assemblage. Chert is mope pesiscane to
erosion than most F ranciscan rocks, however, leaving
it generally well exposed; in many places, chere forms
the only outcrops on othe rwise smooth, grass-covered
slopes. There are a number of Franciscan chers, but
all are fine-grained, hard, highly siliceows rocks of a
variery of colors (10}, The colors ar CA-Son-334/H

are grey green and red brown, with oocasional bands
of green and light yellow. A collection of well-made
tools from varying colored cheres has strong acstheric
appcal; it scems likely that color affected the
tonlmaker’s choice of which ehert 1o use.

Dion Craberee, a stone ool expert who has
quarried and worked chern for decades, describes
chert mining as an exacting and hazardous job.
Coansiderable :pl:r-r:n.;!;th 1% necded o pry loose Inlg;,:
blocks IrF stonc, and the worker 15 nﬁrn sgruck h'!.'
sharp flakes flving chrough the air.

The stone must be removed in large enough
blocks to produce artifaces of adequate size
and must ot be subjected o battering and
bruising by indiscriminate pounding, Cracked,
bruised, and weakened smone is not usable for
the manufacture of artifects and most quarrics
give mute evidence of pooarly mined and
rejecred marerial (11}

Ar most quarries, there is licle evidence of tool
manufacturing. Instead, the wolmaker roughed out
blanks and preforms co be finished under the more
comforrable conditions of the campsite. Such a pattern
apparently prevailed near Warm Springs Creek,
where a long-used habitagion sive was located nearby,
For men who lived in local villages, chert quarrying
may have been an occasonal aftermoon activicy. Ckher
men must have traveled some distance o the quarry,
in small groups or with their families, collecting
Ennugh maternl wo I:I'u:':.- had only to make 'inﬁ‘nr.]ucnl

visits,

Chert was the dominant stone tool material inthe
arca until about 1000 B.C. Ax erade increased within
the North Coase Ranges, the bener working qualities
and perhaps the greater prestige of obsidian, available
only outside the area, were recognized. At project-
arca sites away from chert guarries, obsidian
graduakly became the ool material of preference.
Fnﬂple at the small vi.llu._gcs and :nmp-:itlzﬂ. near the
[t quu.rr'n:l. Huwvtr,mnl'j nused 1.|:|i:r||_; chert :l||'|:'|-t|a.|!
exclusively.

The Copper Rush

A fluery of mining activity in the early 18605
brought promise of lucrative pros pects and intensive
settlement of the Dry Creek uplands, bur the
excitement died as abrapely as ic had scarved, Decails
on the Dry Creck mining rush are few, as the
information on chis event is limited (o newspaper
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articles {12}, That mining fever prevailed—on a far
smaller scale than in the Sierras, bur every bic as
intense—I% shown by an 1863 ne wEpaper entry:

Some are soincent on finding their fortunes
thoy don’t stop tecxchange the usual sakutation
with a fellow prospectar. Every man vou
meet 15 hurrving to or from the Recorder’s
office and cach has a new lead to prospece.

O the same day, the paper repofied:

Parvies are daily arriving at che mines from
Mapa, Contra Costa, Sacramenio, San
Francisco and other points. The country for
many miles is staked off and duly recorded,
and in several instances claimed by two or
mdre parties—uthe system of “jumping claims”
being freely indulged in. I is almost useless
fir us 0o attempe o caution people against the
dangerof geming unnecessarily excived on the
subject( 13).

E xacely whar was found and where it was located
is unclear, The metal prospected was often identificd
as copper, someames silver, and, rarely, gold.

An early California prospector (from Marryat's Monndaing and Molehills, 1856)

Copper may well have been the primary carget.
Perhaps spurred by the requirements of the Civil
War, COpper was at a I1i|:_l;ht:r value and rmie of
pn:H,:h:-l,:'l:inq 1 186363 than it would be again until the
1591,

In Apnl of 1863, the newspaper reported, “We
learn the ground is elaimed for paentyvfive miles in
length and several miles in wideh.” The mines wers
referred to as “The Healdsburg Mines” in one issue
and as being “on Dy Creek near Healdsburg™ in
another; companies in the “Pefia Creek section™ are
also mentioned. her claims were reponed in “Gold
Canyon,” identified to be abour 10 miles norhwest
of Healdsburg, placing it within or ncar the Lake
Sonoma Arca. Some of the greatest activicy was just
outside the prl:lch'l ared, 10 miles northwest af the
Warm Springs/Dey Creek conflugnce on the divide
between the Gualala River and Diry Creck, perhaps at
the location of Grouse Camp, shown on Bowers" map
compiled in 1863 (sce Chaprer 3). The Derrick
districe, whose location was mot given, was said o
contain abowt 50 ledges, with 1000 claims recorded.
This wide-ranging activity throughourt the Dry Creek
drainage, taking place over a period of a few months,
gives the impression of feverish probing in all possible
places,
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Fm:j‘mﬂins 1 the ﬂua|:||.i.|Th'1l.l i n:l;kdividn Was
sufficient to inspire two men, Gurlock and Groves, to
purchase 320acres of land, enclose i, and name it che
new townof Monte Cristo. Town lots, they anmounced
in the newspaper, would be given to any parey who
would build on them. Expectations were cleatly high:
one writer from the mines, who signed himself
“Prospector,” ended his letter with, "Yours, very
respectiully, and decidedly coppery.” According to
the MEWSPRApCr, however, the town “exists on paper,
and in the imagination of its inhabitanes.” Hepoarts of
the yields were opeimistic, and the editor pronounced
the copper sample he saw o be “simon purc.”
Throughout the wineer of 1863, news of the mines
was repomned: more shafts and wnnels were sunk in
the mountains, and stock in new companies was
regularly pur uwp for sale. So much trading was
accurring in Healdsburg in March of 1864, thar “the
wown looked like Montgomery Sereet” in San
Francisco's financial districe. But a newspaper article
published in Mav of 1864 was the last mention of
mining in the area (14},

Whart happened chat turned hundreds of men back
from cheir prospects? One answer mighe be chat the
claims were overrated; only superior qualicy ore could
have offser the high cost of cransportation. Mining
expenses became even greacer in the spring of 1564,
when the federnal government legislated scones of new
taxes to finance the Civil War. Miners were to pay
five percent on gross procecds, in addition to a five-
dollar permit prior to prospecting, The tax would
close down many mines, the newspaper predicted,
“since few small Dperion make 5% pmﬁ!' {|5-]-
More importane was the fall of the copper indusery
iself. California production began to crash in laee
1864, falling from an output of mare than 2000 shore
tons in that year wo areund 150 tons by 1870 (16).

Dhirect involvement in the Copper Rush by
families in the Lake Sonoma Area is not recorded.
Since the area had not yet been surveyed, this was
still Eowernment land, with unoocu p-infl arcas Hpen Lo
FMSFn:t:inE. PI'DH-FEI:I:IH‘!. may have becen 'n--ﬂrk'ln.p; [l
unclaimed acreage alongside the resident farmers and
stockmen; indeed, residents themselves may have
been prospecting on their possessory claims. Local
setelers were no strangers to mining: more than half a
diozen Lake Sonoma Area residents are known to have
had their introduction o California in the Sierra
goldfields. Whatever their involvement, residents
were clearly aware of the mining, since many

pmp:r..'!nﬂ w:ﬂkingrhifﬂs wst urnrf ﬂn:::h: |‘:|::||nr_'|]
through the arca. The route recommended by the
newspaper was to travel up Dry Creek Road and stop
“at the last farm in the valley,” just upstream from
where the Warm Springs Dam is now located. This
wis the home of one of the area’s earlicse resident
families. the Pricchens. “Mr. Privchew'’s good lady,
for a very reasonable compensation, will furnish the
anxicus prospector with a4 square meal—an
indispensable luxury before mking oo the hills™ (17)
F:ri.l':d'l-r:l!t Was l:ﬂ.'u:d b-j.'l]"u: Inie rmal H.m"ﬂﬂll-l’: Service :in
1863 for an cighth-class hoecl. That operation
apparcntly closed the following voar, along with the
mincs themselves. Skaggs Springs, then an
undeveloped eent resore, was also raved eighth class in
1863, Perhaps it also served the mining community
initially, but by the following year Skaggs was
improving the property to appeal o a more
discriminating clientele.

Quicksilver Mines

After government surveys opened che land o
purchase and homesteading, prospecting by outsiders
was probably rarely astempted. Instead, landowners
tested cheir own mineral resources. Mining was
usually undertaken only as an adjunce to ranching
activity, although some settlers may have hoped to
find their fortune wnderground, On a Dry Creck
uplands homestead in the late 1580s, for example, o
man named ﬂnﬂ.ail:i'!.' struck ugull:[ claim rumorcd oo be
worth 10,000, He |'|:|‘:||:|r|:1:'d|1l|r waited some weeks—
with 40 feet of mining boxes constructed and ready—
for the rains to come and signal the seare of work.
Perhaps the weather failed him or other cvents
imntervencd, but Cassidy's claim was closed shorely
thercafter (18). Such arempes may have been comrmon
in this geologically diverse arca, ar a rime when
industry was continually finding new uses for
mincrals. The mincral requirements of the First
World War spurred new prospecting. Chromium and
manganese mings were developed in the Lake Sonoma
Area berween 1916 and 1918, but no croppings were
rich enough to warrane long-term exploitation.

The longese lived, and perhaps the most lucrative,
mining in the Lake Sonorma Area occurred during the
19305 and 1940s ar the then-failing Skapgps Hoo
Springs resore. In the mid-1920s, Leo Cumnis, owner
and operator of the resort, discovered an unfamiliar
yellow mineral in fractures of the sandsiene outcrops
near the springs. The crystals were identified o be a
new hydrocarbon mineral, subsequenty named
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Foundations of the Skaggs Springs quicksilver mine, 1976

curtisite after its discoverer. Of more cconomic value,
the specimens contained a considerable amount of
mecacinnabar, the black sulfide of mercury.

Mercury, also called guicksilver, is a crigical
element in hundreds of industrial processes, and
sarisfactory substicuces are generally unavailahle,
even with late 20th-century technology. While the
United Statcs uses about one quarter of the waorld’s
.'|l.I|'I-FII':|'. the country prnd uces as |ictle az 21 pereent of
i awn rnquir-l:ml:nl::.. modt of this cn-mil'l.:g Fraem
California. Prices skyrocket in times of war, when
access to forcign mines is limited at the same time
that mercury is in high demand for manufacturing
explosives; once peace has resumed, che marker
becomes glurted and prices become greatly depressed.
This situation results in wider price fuctuations for
mercury than for most other commodicies, and
mesrcury mining has the reputation of being a high-
risk industry (19

Curtis” Skaggs Springs minc was marginal,
vielding over a shon period some cncouraging profits
but never competing with some of the state’s larger
aperations, Cureis’ find came at the wrong time. Even
with the low-yield ore ar Skaggs, profies would have
been higher had he discovered his mine during the
First World War. Fifteen vears later, he would have
scen profics as well. Instead, Curcis leased the
property o varipus operators uncil 1934, when he

began commercial mining himself, During a three-
maonth period, he recovered 42 flasks (3292 pounds)
of guicksilver.

Despite chat high figure, ac 1934 prices he
profited little from the vicld, Afier a brief leasing
period to another operator, the ming lav idle until
1939, to be leased again for a short time.

The gredtest activiey at the mine sccurred under
the md.mg:mn nt of Star Sl!ln' ngs Ml:n:ul":,'. |n¢.. af
Hu“':,"l.mnd, whiose prilll:ip.al IMVCEEOrE Wore actors
Frank Morgan, Randolph Scote, and Reginald Cwen.
The minc shafts were greatly expanded, and &
reduction plane capable of processing 200 tons daily
wias erected in June 1941, The high price of mecury
during the Second World War warranted intensive
operations: the mine was worked 16 hours per dav,
and the plant ran unceasingly. Fifteen people were
Emph:':.u:d. i kjng this the nn]-,.'l:rpc ratida in thie arca
[4x] I:qun.l the number cl'npln}'::E h*_,.' the resort ieself.
Whether any of the arca’s residents worked ar the
mine was not learned, bue the industrial bustle surcly
affected the rural scteing.

Geologists from the California Division of Mines
mapped the expanded workings in the mericulous
detail rthar this agency accords even the smallest
operations. The maps and cheir accompanying
descriptions depict 1825 feer of workings, with five
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levels exie rIr].ing Eo a r]ﬂpﬂ'l of 135 E'{:cl'. hl:ll:nr I:I'|¢
opening of the main, inclined shafe. Although the
extensive Star Springs operations yiclded 250 flasks
(19,000 pounds) of quicksilver from Scptembor 1941
to Seprember 1942, one ton of are had o be processed
for every three to four pounds of guicksilver. Even at
high wartime prices, the mine could not be run
profiably, and Scar Springs Mercury, Inc., was
liquidared in Seprember 142, A one-month ope racion
by another lessee ended the use of the mine (20),

It is not surprising to learn thae Skaggs Hoe
Springs resore finally dosed in the summer of 1942,
Other Factors figured more importantly in the resort’s
demise (see Chaprer 10}, but surely sre-processing
machinery operating 24 hours a day, along with the
scarred ground inevirable in most mining operations,
would have been incompatible with a woodland
retrear!

MNATIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS

The topographic varicry of the Lake Sonoma
Arca, with its densely wooded ravines, open stream
terraces, grassy ridgecops, and narrow valleys,
resulted inan environment with numerous and diverse
plants and a varecy of animals, This local diversity
supported people in the area for thousands of years,
requiring relatively few impors. Even afier new
settlers introduced domestic plants and animals,
native flora and fauna were cconomically impaortant
for markee hunting, logging, and tanbarking.

Native American Seasonal Round

The oldest wribal scholars, several generations
removed from the eraditional Southern Pomo lifeseyle,
recall a wealeh of informartion on precontace plane and
animal use. Lake Sonoma project ethnographers lisped
81 plants which these elders idenuified (21).
Knowledge of the plants’ uses, up o seven per
species, has been passed down through oral oradicion,
and many are scill vsed in the same ways

While some unusually reliable and nutrtious
foods were staples appearing in the daily dier, a wide
gusoftment of other plants was also important. Many
wypes of seeds and nues, as well as a wide range of
edible bulbs and coms, roots and oubers, Fungi,
greens, and berrics, added wariety and essential
nivcrenes oo the diet and could bridge the gap when the
staples’ reliabilivy falvered. Anthropologise Alfred
Krocber remarked char California Indian food
TESOURCES WEne

bouneiful in ﬂinirv:fic!}' rather thanintheir
overwhelming abundance along special lincs.
If one supply failed, there were a hundred
others oo fall back upon (22).

Even the primary staple, acorns, came in many
varieties. There were two genera: Litdocarpus (the
wan oak) and Queress, Within the laer genus, there
wene four species of major impontance and an equal
number of others chat, u.lthml.gh nog pmf::rr-r.:ri. werns
edible. S'int: l:ir..'l'l =|!H:1:'||::. kas :lig}ilﬂ}' E“'FEI;I'I.E
environmental requirements, some flourish ac times
of in places where others fail, assuring ar least a
minimal crop cach year.

Most plants and animals had a variery of uses.
Dizer was taken primarily for food, but ics hide was
also used for a variety of purposes, including clothing
and containers; in addition, antlers and long bones
were made into wols, and knuckle bones were used as
gambling pieces, Berries of the manzanita were garen
fresh, or they were dried and ground intoe a flour or
made ino a drink; manzanica leaves were used o oreat
diarrhes and stomach trouble, or they could be made
into 3 solution and used extemally to oreat poisen cak.
The tough manzanita wood could be fashioned intoa
simple club, a bullroarer, a double-pointed fishhook,
the cogele head of the salmon harpeon, or a sinew-
backed bow,

While plant foods were the mainstay of the Indian
dict, a varicty of meats provided a nccessary
nuppbnrm:nt of nutrients and prnh:in I:hruughnul:. the
youar. Rﬂhbi.r_l\.. :-quir:EL'L. 'Fl'gcm'lﬁ. |:||.u:i]. and 1l!|"|-¢'|‘
small game were soughe whenever meat was wanted.
Rather than stalking these animals with bow and
arrow, the hunter sot intricate woven willow traps o
catch ehe prey, allowing himself time 1o pursue other
activities. Deer, taken throughout the year, were
hunted more during lave summer and early fall, when
does and bucks were thinned from the herds and the
meat dried for winter storage. Some fishing occurred
year round, but the seasonal migm!ilm of steelhead
and f.'-uhn 5:I||.‘|‘||:|:r| |.|.F|- nr'r En:l:'h. ﬂ.il:l:t-l:rj df -Em':ihu:il
on fishing during spring and from lace fall co carly
wintar. Migratory waterfow! also appeared for only
bricf periods, focusing some hunti ng activity during
that scason in the mamshy bortomlands while other
men fished in the upland sereams.

The scasonal availabilicy of plants required an
even more carcful scheduling of activities,
particularly at times when an imporcant crop was

33



Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

Summer Acorn Granary (drawing by Rusty Rossman}

ripening in the hills while another was ready in the
creck bottoms. Bome crops, such as acorns, had a
relatively long season of a monch or twe during which
they could be gathered, while others had an optimum
period of only a few davs or weeks, To determine the
menst efficient use of all the people in the tribelet,
ﬁ:ud-g:th:'ri ng activities were n:gu|:|t~r:d h]-' the
headman or the shaman, one of whose m.:ljnr durics
was to observe the partcular variations of cach vear.
People shified residence several times during the
year, from winter towns o summed villages and
camps, in order to make best use of their tefritory’s
resources. | hese movements, and the seutlement
pattern thar resulved From them, are discussed in
Chaprer 6, Seasonal forays often ook people into
ather territaries as well, 1n arder b0 E,.:I:hcr ar trade

for HI:I)HF.!I‘II‘I;L‘:!“'F limited foods {see I:'I'tn.l:'rtnr 104,

Historic Market Hunting

Inm the early davs of subsistence farming, before
large livestock herds were amassed, hunting was of
vital importance o selers. Even afier stringent
reserictions on deer hunting were enforced around the
twrn of the century., many farmers and ranchers
continued o ger much of cheir table meat from the
hills. As one old vimer described in

They lived off the land, killing deer for meat,
but neverabusing the game. There were game
wardens in those days who rode the hills
looking for poachers. The game wardens
would eat supper with local families. Often
they were served deer meat. The Families
knew the wardens kn:wthc'g.' hunted :rn:l'g,' for
subsistence (23

Huneing was also impontant for its reereational
value. Since the 1870s, men came po hunt in the Dy
Creek uplands From as near a4 Healdsbieg and Sanes
Rosa, and as far away as Europe. Information on
hunting clubs can be found in Chaprer 9, which
describes social networks extending bevond the local
CHONFTFTIL AIEY.

Diistinee from hunting for subsistence or
recrcation, some hunting was geared toward
supplying wild game for city and town markets.
Taking garme for profit may have been one of the first
Eurmamerican uses of the area. One socount of the
origin of the ownof Healdsburg claims char Harmon
Heald opened a rading post there in 1846 o serve the
hunters and crappers in the area (24). By the mid-
18505, the area was known for ics prolific game: an
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135? r:l:wxpn'p:r r|:'|:||:|:rt1:|J thiak twa men 1n ane dun;
[ ] ught 15 dozen qu:il, one doren wood duck, and 14
hare in the valley around Healdsburg, bringing them
tomarket in Santa Rosa (250 The Dy Creck drainage
wiould surely have attracted such men, and the major
Indian eratls throwgh the uplands to the coast might
well have been uwsed. Clearly fur animals were
plentiiul in the arca, if we can believe even part of
rancher Sylvester Seort's exagperated claim that, in
the 1860k and 18705, he caught a bear and a Fu:lilhl:r
for cvery I'J.I". in the }E:rilﬁl- The mountains near the
headwaters of the Gualala River, just west of Diry
Creek, were recommended for hunting trips in an
1873 history and guidebook, but with the following
warning:

Ifa venture is made of f here, the heart muse
be nerved o the possibilicy of a russle with a
bear, or a jaguar. All through this section of
country. deer, brown or cinnamon bear
abound, prizeleys are Frequently found, the
jagwar, or California lien, the wild cag, and
other animals are frequencly met wich (27),

In the early vears of marker huneing, mammals
were tnken primarily for cheir pelts, which continued
as salabde ipcms into che 20th conoury, Ax first, market
hunters were specialists, usually single, landless men
who could move where the game led then. Later,

- "_"'

b ®

I'iu.nti.r'lg for fur- |:'r|::|rir.|p| animals became an 11.1le ACE b
ranching. In the Diry Creek |.|.F|-|:Inrls, young bovs and
wecnagers wereaften the main market hunters, and the
hunt iself may have given as much pleasure o the
maoney it brought in. For the ol der rancher there was
an additonal benefit: the animals sought—wildear,
shunk, mink, fox, and raceoon—waere all predasors of
yvoung livesteck or poulury, and their numbers had w
be contained. Prices for pelts from the uplands varied
:.l,'r;nn.‘ling to therr condition: from 10 09 35 cents fora
raccoom .HI'II'J =LY I'I'I1II:h s 'l'r!l coniks FI:” a F“I il.'l I!:I-':H-
(281, In 19049 considerably more was paid for these
produces: Orville Baldwin relates thae the boys at his
ranch received as much as 520 per pele in that year.
The big jump in prices suggests thae these animals
wene becoming more valuable as they were hunted
out. It also reflects the growing popolarity of
inexpensive furs: shunk fur was quite fashionable
arcund 1910, and raccoon coats grew in popularicy o
become the hallmark of the younger generation 15
vears later.

As  California’s  population grew and
cransperoation improved, market henting for meat
became increasingly imporcant. Selling wild game in
markets was common in the late-19%h century;
although demestc beef, pork, and muttion were
generally available, wenison was often sold as o
novelty. George C. Matthews, later to become one of

m.wf 2
e G, 955

Firewood, the most necessary of all native planis (from GM Collection)
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t|.'|¢ area’s ook !.lu:u;l::!rFlll ru.l.‘u.'hq:r:, Fﬂl'r] hs way
through college by hunting deer in the uplands near
his parents” home. During one summer priors to 1887,
he shipped 63 bucks to the ciry market.

Imthe 18%0s, a new law made all selling of wild
game 3 misdemeanor, but this rarely stopped either
the hunter or the butcher. Oocasionally the game
imspeceor caught wind of cthe transsction, and the
evidence had to be disposed of quickly, as happened
tod lhi'prhrznl: af “'l.'lc.ll- scnk I:}' Mitthews to a San
Francisco market in 1894, Tllcgal sales were a high-
risk business; one could lose evervthing and be stuick
with freight expenses, or make a good profic if all
went well. The San Francisco butcher had planned o
scell Matthews" venison for 25 cenes per pound at 4
time when beef could be had for five cents less;
instead, with the inspector on his wracks, he gave it
away as quickly as possible (29, Some 20 vears lacer,
hunters in the Dry Creek uplands reportedly made
venison jerky and sald ic to the saloons around the
Healdsburg Plaza for $1.00 per pound; the
saloonkeepers made a handsome profit, selling the
jerky o their customers for cwo-and-a-half times that
amount {30},

Euroamerican Mative Plant Use

Ethnographers have compiled a lisc of che
numerous uses to which native plants were put by
White settlers in the area (31}, Some of the plmr. nEes
deseribed continue today, such as p.:l:h-l:ri:‘lg_ wild
blackberries or tl-l.'ll:'fbcrric: far fﬁ:!h Fruit ar jnn‘li,
collecting Califernia bay laurel leaves for scasoning,
and picking lupin and California poppics for
decoration. Ciher familiar uses on the list include
gathering mistletos and voyon berries, tving them in
bunches with homemade ribbons, and selling them in
San Francisco during the Christmas season. Yarious
trees were appraised for cheir value as firewood:
awner of fireplaces or woodburners today will agree
thar valley oak is oo punky, thar dowglas fir is good
for woodstoves but pops too much for fireplaces due
to moisture, and that black oak is excellent wood for
fircplaces and stoves, providing constant heat,

Other plane uses, howevers, take us back o a
period when people made do with what they had on
the land, rather than being dependenton the hardware
of dry goods store for ctheir every need. The list
imcludes exoracting a dark blue dye for woolens from
deadly nigheshade (Sofawww spp.l. and carving
gunstocks, pistol handles, piechfork cines, and teeth
for rakes from buckeye or madrone., The listed uses

for alder (A ![lp.:l include !':l:hiunin!_ vts hark tato
soles for shoes.

Some readers may be familiar with medicines
that come from the garden or the woods, but native
plant remedies are gencrally rmre today. Among the
remedies of the area’s 19th-cenmey settlers was
cascara bark wvea, a powerful laxative that had vo be
carefully administered; dandelion leaves for kidney
aibments: and dnug_!:u far andd di!_gu:r pim.: ;pih:h usedd as
=} drllnipg F|:||' cuts, The Fitl.'h kl:.'pl: I;I'u: cut dcnrl.
scaled it from air, and was said to aid healing. There
was even a salve made from sheep's sorrel and
tanbark that was believed to control skin cancer.
Gradually ehese home remedies gave way o
commercial medicines, mirporing other changes in
the project area which marked the shift from self-
sufficiency o reliance on the outside,

Tanhark

While people in the Russian River Valley were
exploiting bocal timber for construction in the growing
rowns, 3 different eree crop was gaining imporctance in
the Lake Sonoma Area, The tan cak (Lithecerpes
deasiflora), an acorn-producing tree highly regarded
bv Indian people, became the most economically
significant native plant for settlers. Unlike the timber
indusery, which could noc be successful in this mgged
country until roads were put in, mnbarking required
only narrow grails, which could go deep inw the
wisiil e 111.|'|:|-1.IB]'IU1.II‘. the coaseal mountains for several
decades around the turn of the century, settlers
stripped the bark of the tan cak and shipped it o
wanncrics, recciving a major part of their annual
income for this seasonal work,

The Russians at Fore Ross were probably the first
o use tanbark in the Sonoma County arca for tanning
lcather. A annery was locarcd on Firch Mountain in
Healdsburg in 1840 by the manager of Fitch's
Sovovome land grane, Cyrus Alexander, and several
more tanneries were established in the area by 18641,
By the mid- 13605, however, the closest operations o
the Lake Sonoma arca were in Sanea Roesa. The
difficulties of transporting this awkward load a
distance of sorme 40 miles may have precluded raking
full advantage of the rich groves of tan oak in the
arca. With the establishment of the railroad in 1872,
the process was simplified and the industry grew
quickly. For example, only 80,000 pounds of tanbark
were shipped by railroad from Healdsburg in 1876:
harvestung had increased rremendously by 1903, when
a single Dy Creck uplands rancher sold more than
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A load of tanbark in the town of Geyserville, circa 1910 {photo courtesy of Obed Bosworth)

600 pounds of tanbark to a dealer in Cloverdale
(32).

The tanbark industry was organized ina varicey
of ways: some landowners harvested their bark
themselves, often aided by their wives and childnen;
some hired transient labarers to do the job: and others
leased harvestng rights vo neighbors or oursiders.
Often landowners cut their own bark but left the
laboriows hauling to professiona]l mule handlers.
According to an historian of nearby Gualala:

It was hig Company business; it was also
small family survival. For many not so big
landowners, the peeling, selling and hauling
of tanbark was a staple among the resources
their land could provide. Unlike the big timber,
it was accessible to most senlers, with few
toals or specialized paraphermalia (33).

Seripping the bark began in mid-May and
continued through the early summer, The bark was
commanly harvesced by peeling it from the standing
tree. Firse, bark was measured of f in four-foot rings
and each ring was cutting an axe; then a swathe was
split from ring to ring, and a sharp rap on the tree
jarred the tanbark curl loose, By this method two
curls could be taken from each tree, If caks were

felled, as many as 20 curls could be harvested. This
greater yicld did not always offset the logistical
problems of working in an area clutcered wich felled
trecs, and harvesting standing trees was the more
common method, Standing oaks died within a few
years and fell tothe ground., Thus whichever method
was used, the end result was the same: the slopes of
northwestern Sonoemao {:nunt':.' woere littered with dead
Erccs for d:u:rir:i. T Many Cascs |¢.l1.'ir.|l:| SCArs thiat
were still noe healed more than 50 vears later. Some
landowners, desirous of more grazing land, burmecd
aff the dead oaks. This sct the stage for another
problem: severs erosion on the steep, open slopes.

When companics ran the harvest, the business
could be complex. Bark contracvors would “spor our”
tan-oak groves throughouwt an arca, then negotiare
leases with the owners. Contractors had o estimate
the |:|r.'lt|:|:'|ti.a| fll:!rl. determine Fnl';k'ing ok, and find
the bese places o set up camp. A crew was hined to
pecl the bark for the season, with a few men retained
until Sepeember o stack the dried curled coils and
pack then out for market. Mules were loaded with
theee bark coils o a side, each coil weighing about
100 pounds. Sturdy, well-trained amimals were
NECEsSAry o negotiate steep trails under such loads.
Training the mules ook tme and patience, but
sccording o Mark Walker, vereran Mendocino

3



Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

— =

“Harry's Wood-cutting Machine,™ clrea 1900 (from GM collection)

Couney barkpecler: “The mule gets 30 he knows more
about packin® bark than you do™ (34).

Tanbark harvests continued in the Lake Sonoma
Arca through the Sccond World 'War, bue they were
miuch less frequent than before the 1920s, and the
profits were small. Tan oaks had been eliminated an
the more sccessible areas, and the mules had v be
driven further and funther invo the woods, Gradually,
tanbarking ceased altogether., Inercased shipping and
labar costs, and the decreasing importance of leacher
a8 synthetic products were developed, made the
harvesung of the few remaining seands uneconomical
Even though harvests had scopped decades before,
anly a few scartersd man oaks could be found in the
1905, when the ULS, Government sequired che lands
for Lake Sonoma,

Timber

Compared with today’s indosoy. timber was
unimpontant in the Lake Sonoma Area during the 19¢h
century. It is unlikely chat che area’s timber was
significantly wpped dunng the early years. José
German Pena, like most other ranchenns, constructed
his buildings from adobe, continuing a tradivion from
a less woaded homeland Commercial timber cust ng
did vocur on the Rancho Somovome in the 18408 (35),
but the timber boom that was to deforest much of the
Russian River Valley and its surrounding slopes did
not accur until the gnrwth of towns in the 1850s. In

the remote Lake Sonoma Area, however, nearly a
century passed before large-scale commercial logging
took place.

Prior to povernment survey, it was illegal o
remove irees from federal land, but such .11.:'ri.'|'i'|"=.'
surely went unnoticed in the remote count ry of the
uplands, In fact, a state forester reported in 1886 that
ilkegal cutting on government land in Sonoma County
had formerdy been “immense™ but had ceased ae the
time of his writing. Residents of the area would hove
used eimber from their claims o build their homes,
primarily redweoad, which was considercd far
superor ta fir. Several of the arca’s firse homesteads
are shown on early maps adjacent to redwood groves,
a '|!|t.1l."|!il.';1| way 1o eliminate [rul'm;‘!ll’.l:rlir'u.: |.'|u:'|d:l'|.|:;
materials,

A few ranchers did ruen cheir trees inro
commercial lumber or sold timber rights 0 others
Buit tran '.|1r|:lrti ng timber requ ires either broad, stable
roads or a deep, strong river. The Lake Sonoma Arca
had neither, and the operations remained small.
Rather than trucking logs down to the wowns and
cities, portable sawmills were frequently see up in the
forest; when nearby timber was exhausted, the mill
wias moved, Thompson's 1877 map shows a mill in
the Warm Springs Creek area, and many more may
have been established within the Dry Creek drainage.
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.3|. ofe common use of the II'I::ILZI e dwiaodds was
for manufacturing “split sewff™: poses, shakes, stakes,
and shingles. Onee a tree was felled, the work could
be donic in spare time throughour the vear, the product
could be transported in manageable loads, and it was
always in ready demand. The homesteader with a few
redwoods on an otherwise poor claim mighe earn
mikch of his living from chis activity, On more
prosperous holdings, fashioning splic seufT was a chore
for ranchhands, often MNative Amecricans, who were
:mid |.I.I1::I:IL'II"_'1 ik the work. The pu'nl:[urtil.m nf:-plil'. stuff
was onc of the longest-lasting Euwrcamerican
economic activities in the arca, boginning with the
first settlers and continuing well into the 20th cenury.

Dhouiglas fir, mwch more abundant in the area than
redwood, was considered of livtle value unnl the
Second World War. In the 1920s, according vo the
nephew of one wrn-of-the-century rancher, *You
couldn’c give fir timber away. It wasn't worch
chopping down™ (36). Instead, ranchers cue down or
girdled the fir, buming downed wood and opening up
grazing land.

The post-war building boom dramatically
increased the market for tumber, and new roads—
mest nomably Kelly Rozd, which crossed a portion of
the northern project area—were consoructed o gain
access to previously untouched scands, A newspaper
article in 1953 reflected the local excitement:

The basnanza is cimber—an estimated billion
feetaf virgl'n redwond, d.uuglps fir amd sugar
pim: If O vast ares whn:¢ .il.'l:l:!lih“:il‘}' lhas
padiocked it For a century against exploigation
(37).

Outside lopging operations boughe tmber righes
and moved into the arca, paining dcoess o Virgin
stands by the new road. County rax assessors were
quick vo nove this new source of revenue. Beginning
imthe cary 1950s, properry assessments included the
market value of imhber, even 1n arcas where trees
weore not hc'tng harvested, Tl'll: tax could be
devastating, with some local landowners taxed in
excess of their gross income from sheep ranching.
Ranchers were given listle choice, and ehey began
systematically cuteing off huge traces of timber. Some
ranchers in the Lake Sonoma Area were known Lo
give nmber away in erder po avoeid paying these taxes.
The effect on the environment was severe:

[T]'u::: I::l:] cli mnurag{:d COneiva b bg,-
pressuring owners into premagure logging ...
the mx forced some timber owners to sell
mwrc of their trecs than was wise practice, not
anly so that they could pay the tax: bue, in
same cased, o get fid of 70% of all trees
larger than 16 inches in diameter and thus win
exemprion forat leasosome of the remaining
growth (38},

The law was Fjl'lﬂ.l:l.':,' rescinded i 1976, and trees
were then taxed only upon harvesting. For the lange
timber aperations, the poriod during which the tax
was levied was one of high economic excitement. For
many Dy Creck uplands landowners, however, the
logeing of the 19508 was an assault on the land thar
robbed much of the pleasure of ranching life (39),

DOMESTIC PLANTS

MNative American Garden

Narive Californians neither plowed the soil nor
planted seeds wuntil some of them were forced into
sgricultural work at the missions or ranchos. Mew
settlers pointed to chis lack of formal agriculture as
support for their own “right” to the land. Indians,
they reasoned, wasted the land®s potential. The
setelers were unaware, however, of the complex
technigues California Indians used to maintain cheir
environment. Naotive punplr had mn:ninusl'!.-
manipulated plane habiees, growing patterns, and life

I:':.'I:IEI for gn:r!nru.ﬁnni-

The technigues used by California Imdians
probably had their origins thousands of vears ago. By
the time of historic contace, according to
anthropologists T. Krocber and R.F. Heizer,
California had become a garden (400, T'o reap from o
wilderness, one simply takes and moves on. To
maaintain a garden, the futere healthand productiviey
of the plants are as impormane o5 today’s harvese
Pruning, reot-crop cultivation, weeding and clearing,
selective harvesting, and controlled burning were all
practiced oo improve the land as a human habiat
Plants were stimulated eo grow in patterns thae would
provide the bese fruit, the finest building marerals, oF
the richest greens, while the soil's nutrients were
replenished chrouwgh burning and cultivating. Burning
also encouraged the growth of green shoors on trees
and shrubs, providing a superior forage for deer and
other game animals.
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The dizefio for the Trabaco Rancho: “slembre™ and “milpa™ indicate wheat and corn flelds;

inverted Vs represent an Indian rancheria

Oine of the most important and carefully tended
local plants—cthe basket sedge, Carx dardorae—
received new attention during the building of the
Warm Springs Dam, Many central California groups
dm‘clnpnd b.lslu:tm.lki.ng oo Fine art, but Pomoan
hankntrv_..'hu.i |'.'||:¢|.1. :h':ﬁ!-_t:rl ook ot exoe |;'|-ti.-|:||1:|.5¢vﬂr.l|
types of fibers can be used in weaving baskets,
including switches of willow, hawel, and redbud, The
roots of the basket sedge, however, have been
identi fied with the unusually delicate work of Pomoan
weavers, because the woody fibers can be seripped
down o the diamerer of a fine thread (41).

Sedge is prolific and widespread, but few beds
pmrju:n _gl:n:l-d rasnies for wn:vinp.d. ldeal beds are an
'Fri:m:n.r:,l creck EErfraccs, an :.n.nd}." rises and banks
away from fowing water. Ample ground water must
be present to feed the rooes, and scasonal floods arc
necessary oo add nuerients o the soil. OF equal
importance, beds muse be well maineained. When
unused, the soil becames compacted, roors afe shor,
brewn, and dry, and the bed becomes choked wich
weeds. [deally, the bed is carcfully cultivated every
few years, allowing a fallow scason or two for the
roocs oo be replenished, Inwell-cultivared beds, roots

may grow as long as six feet, but in poor areas they
often only reach a few stunted inches. Firse the bed is
raked clean of debris and weeds are removed. Then
the roots are sought in the sandy soil, o process which
qtirs nutrients into the earth and maintal ns the loose,
iRt rc-hﬂh.ll'l'lg sinl structure, T"H:' |1:'n;|.‘|‘1 of the rodat
is carefully followed out, while aveiding damage to
ncighboring reots; then it is cut from the parent plant,
enoouraging new root growth, Any plants sccidentally
dislodged are replanted, w be harvested from in
another season.

Older basketmakers remember impomant sives
throughowur the county where cheir mothers and
gﬂndmnﬂm i colleceed roots. E:lﬂ'!.- in the industrial
Ernu.'!h of the dréd, :.-ndgc beds on the Ru.ui.:m River
and lower Dry Creck were destroyved by gravel
oporations, bridge construction, and agricultural
activities, while access to the few remaining beds was
aften denied. By the 1970s, the siees along Warm
Springs and Dy erceks came to be the majof sounces
of basker materials, mot just for local weavers bue For
baskermakers from throughout the region. Indiam
weavers identified 16 basker-sedge sites within the
furure Lake Sonoma reservoir. Some of thess sites,
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]n-l:u.l!l::-d mecar I:h!.‘.' :ln;h wen [{hgi.:n.l femams af ald
villages, must have been used for hundreds of years;
oral tradition regarding them goes back wo the 1850,
when Indians hiving on local ranches still had access
to the beds. Other sites were new, discovered after
the Corps’s purchase of the properey. Regardless of
the sites” legal owners—be they private ranchers and
farmers or the federal governmem—differing kinds of
ownership were recognized among the
bhaxketweavers. Some beds were comman property,
|lp¢n i woavers :h rnuEHnul nm‘thcrn Cal i.'Furl'l.i.l;
others were private property, used exclusively by
woavers of bocal descent; while some wone kepe secret
fior use by a few individuals (42).

All of ehe sedge sives were o be inundated by the
creation of Lake Sonoma, and baskerweavers were
vocal abour cheir concern over the loss of these
imporant cultural and economic resources. The
Corps’s response to their concern resulted in an
unprecedented project: the rermoval and rranspontagion
of thousands of sedge plangs 1o new beds downsoream
of the dam (see Chaprer 1}

Early Crops in the Lake Sonoma Area

In the 1840s, rancheros in the Alexander and Dry
Creek vallevs browght agriculture to the area, The
Pefias’ agriculcural activities were typical of the
primarily ranching economy: some corn and grain
fields and a small vineyard. A small parden for
s lovas, ::]ua:l'l. pomatoes, and other 1.'|:g|:l:u:h-|¢'2 Wik
1.I.'Il.ﬂ“'e|' alse p-|=r|t-|:r], bt the Mexican E“;-iliﬁ:miu.n diet
consisted primarily of corn, beans, and beef. The
Pefas, like other rancheros, kepe a large number of
Indian people on their land, with a village directly
adjacent to their fields. When the seasonal choses of
planting were completed, the mere presence of people
near the fields served a purpose. In 1851 George
Gibbs described “swarms of Indians. idling abour, or
perched on high placforms of poles and bush,” whose
job ir was to protect nearby San Miguel Rancho crops
from flocks of crows (43). Indians served as virmally
free labor, although some payment was usually made
in the form of beef and clothing.

As squatters began settling the Tzabaco land
grant, a variety of subsistence crops must have sprong
up throughout the Diry Creck low lands,

Most important o the local economy were the
ficlds of whear, planted long before farmers gained
legal title o the land. In contrast 1o orchards or
vineyards, wheat could be planted with low

investment, especially if no land payments were
necessary. By the time the land had been subdivided
and sold in the late 18505 and 18605, wheat was the
principal erop in Dry Creck Valley, as it was in
Sontma County gencrally,

The 1860 LS. Agriculoural Census provides
some information on three of the earliest serder
familics—ithe Boards, Bishops, and Pricchets—a few
years after thew first arrived. At that ame these
famalics nmphaslu:d ii'vnl!u-u.:i:.. fiok the l:rgu: herds of
the rancheros or of later years, but a sampling of
various farmyard species. Only Priechett is shown as
rasing crops: he grew a modest amount of wheat,
Indian corn, and oaes, and a considerably larger crop
of barley.

By the time the 1880 census was taken, there was
greaver, commercial-sized, production among some
setrlers {44). The Hallengrens, with ample arable
land near che Warm Springs/Dry Creek conflusnce on
land they purchased from che Bishops, grew 40 acres
of barley the Boards had 16 acres of whear, while the
Priccheres had 10, Most of cthe secdlers for whom we
have information grew apples (from 15 to 200 trees).
Several vineyards—from one to three acres each—had
been planted, and some were already bearing well.

Mot included in the agricultwral census werne home
gardens, As much a5 o dav’s round-trip from the
markets and the cruck gardens surrounding the orwns,
every farm or ranch would have had a garden
pmviding the family"s r].:ihl,r needy. Since most of the
fu.fni“l:n ad many d‘!“dn.:n—ﬂ':.'lw:';l.tr and Malhinda
Scoet had at least 20—some of these gardens must
have beon extensive,

Dhifferences between crops in the uplands and the
upper Dy Creek Valley were not marked during the
carly decades, but as holdings expanded, land use
within the two areas diverged. While sheep ranching
became the main economic focus in the uplands,
CrpS in that area remancd essentianlly the same: a
fn.rnil}.' nrl:hu.rd. a Eitlﬂ:ﬂ!n gnn:h:n, i =mall 'F'l:l:hl af
potatocs, and a few acres of grain raised primarily for
livestock. At the head of the valley, however, what
was to become the agricultural rage of the MNorth Bay
arca ook hold—the vineyand.

Grapegrowing

Wine grapes arrived in California along wich the
first Europeans. [Due o the sacramental use of wine, a
vineyard was a component of every mission, Mission
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grape vines were robust growers and good producers,
but wines made from them were often said w be dull
and heavy. Cuts from these same vines wene the ancs
grown on rancho lands, wheme wine was a popular
drink for all sccasions. Few effonts were made o
impturt ALFAINS  OF 1.l.‘.|:|'||'|ir.":u gs of Erow i.nH amd
winemaking during the first vears of American
settlement, until Agoston Haraszthy vook up the cause
in the mid- 1850,

Huaraszthy's u'idl::iprl::d pr|1.=:|:|1_,'|:j:.-:'|r|g -.!:lu:rrcvzl the
planting of grapes on cven the smallest parcels.
Excited by an agricultural produce which eould
withstand the transportation difficulties of carly
Califormia, inexperienced men joined the grape
bandwagoen, and wines weee wually mediocre. Grapes
were gathered before fully ripe, and green and romen
berrics were not picked our cleanliness was not
observed, and the wine was often fermented in barrels
which had been used for other purposes and nmot
cleaned; fermencation was not properly supervised;
and the wine was hurned vo marker oo early. T'o
bolster the alcoholic content, brandy was often added
{43). By the end of the 18505, the growing United
Srates markes for California wines was due more (o
the low cost of che product than ies guality.

When Haraszthy began his experiment in 1856,
there were about one-and-a-half million vines in
California; nearly half of these grew in irrigared
vineyards at the missions and ranchos, the rest in the
arca of Los Angeles. By 1862, 20 million vines were
F:,le'u'l-iIL;t:_ I!|'||'1.l|.1|.:|'|1.1|.1[ the state. To ENCOUrIge
Californian agriculture as mining activity waned in
the gold felds, taxes were removed from wines in
1866; this act brought enthusiastic response, and
hundreds more vineyards were planted. In the mid-
1870=s, a Californma booster stated that Califoranm
grapegrowing was “sull in its infancy, with the
demand incrcasing every yoar faster than the
population. The planting of vinevards goes on
steadily” {46),

The ferdile slopes and terraces of the upper Diry
Creek YValley were ideal for the grape. First, the red
clay soils of the foochills were mot only sceeprable but
ideal and, in concrast wo field crops, grapes did becter
on slopes than on level bomomland, Further, the
climate was tailor-made for grapegrowing. For full
maturicy, variecal grapes require separate seasons of
long, warm, dry days and cool nights, followed by
sustained rainy weather with some freezing but no
temperatures below 10 degrees—a fairly precise

Yinevard in Dry Creek Valley (photo by Adrian Prastzellis)
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dl::.r:ri p-ti{'ll'i nr!hl:' i:lil':'ltl:ﬂ |:|-:FH1¢ l.n]-:l: Sqlmu'n:l Arca.
Many carly planters were hesitant to grow grapes
without ircigation, but Haraszehy and other carly
agricultural leaders proved that nonirfigaced grapes,
grown by “using the plow instead of water,” were not
only possible but preferable (47). By stirring the
ground repeatedly dunng summer months, moisoure
wias drawn from the acmosphere and experimental
plantings flourished in che loose soil. When these
vinex bhore fruit, iE was pronou nced Aner and sweeter
than that of irgaced fields.

In the 1860s, just when the MNorch Bay wine
industry was accelerating, phylloxera began
devastating vineyards throughoue the wine region,
threatening these mew investments. The insect’s
cifects were first noved at Haraszthy's Buena Vista
vineyards, where vines exhibited shon growth, small
and colerless fruir, premanirely yvellow leaves, and
decayed roors. An artack on che problem was begun
vears before the exact cause was understood. From
the list of remedies uned, it is clear why one wine
historian scaged char “all resources and stamina were
tested” (48]

coal tar, coal tar and gas lime mixed, carbolic
acid, concentrated glycering, bisulphide of
carbon and manure mixed, sulphuoric acid and
water, ].0. Weatherby's remedy, guano,
Hoffman's remedy, Dir. E. I, Fraser's remedy,
liquid from tanned skins, liguid from cow and
othermanure, Deschues rohort, whale ol and
copperas {49},

At first it was uncertain whether phylloxera was a
discase, a fungus, or an inscee. Once the inscct was
identificd, it was recognivcd that it had boen imported
along with European vines.

The mid- 1870s—a peried of general depression
for the whole country—were particularly harsh on the
California wine industry, resulting in many
B P R gin.ring LipH thewr vineyards rather than
;ll!tl:rl'l.pr!in!_ tis check Fh}'llu:l:ﬂtu. Bt Fh}'l.ln:.trj dad
not have the long-term cffects on the grape indusery
that were originally feared; the pest was found o be a
wingless varicey, and thus geographically contained.
Through manuring, continued use of increasingly
saphisticated insecticides, and grafring imponed
varietics oneo hardy American reots, che chrear had
passed by, Although scores of vinevards in Sonoma
Valley were afflicted, no phylloxera was officially
reporied in the Lake Sonoma Area. Grapegrowing

w';l:hirl the p-:l'ﬂ-jtvl:t arcd conb nued Ba :l:u.tﬂh:nt-n'. ﬂ'u;
climate was excellent; the vineyands were phylloxera-
free; and the grapegrowers were sober, hardworking
satelers, rather than short-term investors. In addition,
the area’s economy had become stimulated when
Cloverdale beeame the terminus of the failroad in the
carly 18705, and rapid, inexpensive ransportation for
agriculiural products was now available.

O the 1880 agricultural census, three of the
direa's ms:ir]l:nb-—-ﬂnurll. Hﬂ.l.li,".'l.'lsl.'\tl'l.. and anili—
reparted good vields from their one- to two-acre
plantings. These small vincyards of the late 18705
cxpanded and multiplicd by 1893, when the Starc
Viticultural Commission made an inventory of
Sonoma County growers. In that vear, seven sentlers
in the Lake Sonoma Arca were listed as
“wincgrowers, ” with vinevards from 8 o 20 acres.
Conrrasting the figures from these two inventorics
shows the increase clearly:

1879 1893
Board 1 B
Ferry i} 18
Hallengren 1 20
Hendricks 1] 14
Pritchen 1] 10
Thomsen - 15
Yordi 2 17
4 102

The 1893 reporn provides the first information on
the Thomsen Brothers Winery ar the head of Diry
Creck Valley: in thar year, Nicolai and Johann
Thomsen had 10,000 gallons on hand, “all sold but
not delivered™ (30). That year marked the
Hallengrens' first yield from their grapes, A few
vears later, they ran a winery at the confluence of
Warm Springs and Diry crecks (where the dam was
completed nearly 90 years later), crushing several
tons of grapes at harvest time and hauling out their
wine in the spring. By 1911 they had 140 acres in
grapes, one of the projece arca’s largest vineyards,
and the vines werne still in production at the time the
federal povernment purchased the property in the lare
1960,

The greatest chreat to the grapegrowing region
was Prohibition, which reduced the number of
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wineres i Califorma from 700 0 1914 0 100 du r:iI'IE_
the 1920« l_.'l-”. Mase of the faled winerics were
small, family operations like those in the Lake
Sonoma Arca. Although winerics suffered from the
MNoble Experiment, there were loopholes tha allowed
grapegrowers to continue while other clements of the
indusrry folded. Home production of up to 2060 gallons
per family cach vear was legal: thus many of the
stare’s vineyards wene maintained o supply this vase,
nation=-wide market for fresh wine gmpet.wh el had
been created almaost avern i.ght. .;.nd ithe |:|r.i|:|: n-fw:il‘m
grapes rosc to unprecedenced levels, Diey laws also
permitted the production of wines for medicinal,
sacramental, and cooking vwse, enabling part of the
commercial wine industry to remain alive. Medical
prescriprions for wine increased tremendously, as 5
Mapa County resident reported: “The dectors in the
wine countey did their pam o help oue the indusery.
You'd be amazed ar how many discascs require the
wrearment of wine™ (532). Grapegrowers even
experienced a boom for a while, with Sonosma Cownty
vineyards increasing from 23,816 acres in 1919 o
28361 in 1929 (33), As in the carly years of the
California grape industry, the boom arttracoed
investors whose goal was immediate profit, racher
than a superior product. Planting poor varictes in
unsuitable arcas, these new growers demoralized the
industry, sending it into a slump from which it could
not recover until afier the Second World War.

How Lake Sonoma Area landowners fared
through Prohibition is poorly documented. Albent
Pritchett switched from Erdpes to prunes, 1% many
others must have. Will Richards, whose parents had
ploncered the arca which is now directly bencath the
Warm Springs Dam, left a record of his shife in
cmphasis o pruncs dunng the Prohibition vears;
prunes and grapes provided an equal income in 1919,
buie & few vears later grapes became incidental, after
new prune rrees were purchased and set our, The
Thomsen winery may have continued producing
through the early years of Prohibition, but it had been
ghandancd, with all e |.1:i|'!n11:|'|.|; still e, h':.- 14928
{54).

The slow process of legistating Prohibinon had
allowed affected industries to plan ahead. In fact,
some winefics anticipated the end of Prohibition
before it had begun: the Seate Ross Prese Desocrar
in June 1919 reporeed thar some Sonoma Couny
winemakers were sending cases of wines, addnessed
o themselves, to warchouses throughout the country.
While some of these stockpiles may have suffered

thmup_;h I:1'I|: !E-Y\cir w:lit. . i: Iih:l':,' that many nf
these wines received premium prices when the
amendment was finally repealed. In 1932, when
repeal was immnent, wincrics began building up
stock again, and grapegrowers began planting new
vineyards and replanting old. Because many vincyands
continued producing through the dry years and 100
wineries remained operating in the state, wine
production resumed full scale almost immediacely

upsan nepeal,

The depression of the 19305 struck a blow to all
agriculeural pursuies, but grapes and wine—frivolous
commaditics during such hand times—were especially
hard hit. Mot uneil the Second World War and the
post-war boom was grapegrowing again a profirable
activity. In the 19805, with more winerics than any
grapegrowing arca in the stave, and wich the climawe
o produce fine vanetics not possible in other arcas,
Sonoma County had became internationally knowmn
for its wines, and Dry Cresk Valley was well
established as a major arga of wine-grape production.

DOMESTIC ANIMALS

First Herds

The only animal regularly kept by MNative
Californians was the dog. In southermn California,
dogs were often raised for foad, but the Mihilakawna
and Makahme had small, p-r:i:h-mu'ml animals who
gided in hunting and provided companionship.
l.-.:li'n:'hiq.ll.'l:!l':.l ather animals were h:Ept; there are
reports, for example, of caged condors and immature
bears. For the most part, however, there was no role
for demesticarcd animals in native California.

With the advent of the missions, livestock bepan
o populate the California landscape. Every mission
had its herds of cacle and sheep, along with a few
pigs and horses. Ar firse, livestock was raised
primarily for the missions” own use. Mear fed the
fathers and the mission Indians: hides furnished
material for clothing, harness, shoes, rope making,
and inpnumerable other uses, while allow went into
soap and candles and was used ds a lubricane (55).
Then, in the 18204, firms from Boseon and Britain
became aware of the wealth of cartle accumulating at
the missions and coneracted with the mission fathers
for their hides and wallow, thus beginning the rade
that was to become the major enterprise of Mexican
California. Afeer secularization of the missions in
1834, when Mexican land grants sprang up throughout
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Yaqueros rounding up cattle on a California rancho (from B.R. Olmsied's Scemes of Wonder and
Crriosity from Huickings " California Magazine: F856- 1861, 1962)

the valleys and along the coast, sheep declined in
impontance, and cattle herds dominated the landscape.

The hug;: heerds of the ranchos were made pnx':'th!r_'
by the cnormous size of the land grants and the
minimal requirements of herd maintenance. Land
grants ranged from around 1000 o mare than 50,000
secres, providing ample grazing. It was not even
necessary o confine a herd within these large traces,
since livestock were branded and then allowed o
raam free. In place of fencing—requiring a
tremendous expenditure in later years under fenee
laws—the ranchesss held fuuﬁdvupl. of |'u|.‘|1:|.l=, at
which the cartle of differcne heeds were separated our
The Mexican government requined thar mdeos be held
annually; the ranchero was o give his neighboring
ranchers four days” notice of the time and place, As a
matter of convenienee, rodeos were wiually held twice
a year: one at the end of the dry scason for branding
and counting young stock, and one in late spring prios
to slaughtering animals for hide and tallow as well as
some meat { 56),

The Pefta family clearly kept livestock on
Teabaco, but we have no account of the size of their
heeds. On the 50,000 acre Sotoyvome Hancho
immediarely east of Tzabaco, Fiech had only 3000
head of cardle in 1846, orone head per 17 acres—a far

lighter stscking of the range than was to ecour in lager
yearns,

The rancho longhorn has been |'|:r:|.i~vr:|;| tor only
oneg attribute—its toughness, which enabled it o
survive with virtually no maintenance. With meat of
LT im|'||:|-runr_'c. the breed s endurance outweighed
1t e I'IdEII.L'!.' o gaunt beinclies and '||||.'n.'||:|.-|.'|1_.' lirmbs. The
herds were essentially wild and extremely dangerous,
ane reason given for the ubiguitous horse an rancho
lands; it was contended that a person would not
survive long going among the catele an fooe. While
cattle provided the econamic mainstay of the ranchos,
horses are said o have been the rancheros’ passion,
and the repomed inseparability of the ranchero and his
horse was not based on safery alone. He was said o
mount upon leaving his door and was rarely seen on
foot, even in puchlos or elsewhere away from herds.
Spanish horses, descended from Arabian seock, wers
described as exceptional animals—tractable, yet high
spirited, and wich vausual endurancs.

With the diseovery of gold in the Sierra foothills,
the non-Indian populacion of Califernia leaped From
15,000 in 1846 w 160,000 by 1850, The mear of
catele, which had previously been lefit for scavengers
once the hide and tallow were taken, was suddenly in
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E:l;ll':.il‘d:il'll:l.l.‘:,l dcrn:nd- “-'hi.h: ithe hide and I:.:.|||:rw
trade had brought only $5.00 per head, ie was commaon
to receive 350 to $100 per animal at che gold diggings
and, in time of scarcity, as much as 3500 per head.
Rancheros responded by increasing their herds, while
many outsiders drove herds of cartle and sheep—
almost worthless back home—from Mexico, Texas,
and the Midwest, William Board, who later became a
pioneer of the Lake Sonoma Area, was among those
ente rprisi.ng men, dn ving_ catile across the Flu.ins from
Missowri in the 1850, From the estimaced 300,000
cattle in California ae the time gold was discovered,
California herds had risen o ehe 1,234,000 head
reported in the 1860 census or, more likely, to as
many as theee million (57,

Early Settlers Livestock

Profies from livestock sales to the mines
decreased with the growing supply, but the trade
remained brisk for some time, and 1350-1560 has
been referred to as the Age of Carle in California.
Due to the high prices in che West, most of the new
settlers broughe their livestock with them over the
plains. An 1857 Santa Bosa newspaper remarked on
the new immigranes:

Almost every day, we notice more or less
immigrants or recent arrivals, passing through
our place an their way to the Russian River
"L"ulll:':.'. A [:l.rgl: number of cattle have been
hrnug}'lt in l!'!.' them, which will add hrgn]ym
the wealeh of our county {53}.

Druring the early scttlement of the Lake Somoma
Arca, however, domestic animals were rarcly
secumulated into large herds. Inseead, family needs
were met and, in a few cases, small commercial herds
were kepr The following figures, excracted from the
agriculoural census of 1860, show a Fairy wide range
of livesmwck for the three known carly Lake Sonoma
Area settlers:

THYREER MLULES COWS OXER CATTLE SHEEF SWiE

BBARI ] i 45 . i 3 15
VALL RFSTER
3707

B HE 2 - Fa 2 i 12
VALL O STOR
LEE i

PFEITCHETT ] - fi 13 L] fill
VAILLBOFRTTR
$H55

The large numbers of milk cows kepe by Board
and Bishop, both living ncar the Warm Springs/Diry
Creek confluence where level pasture was available,
wivuld suggest that they ran small daries, Board, with
his carele, and Priccheee, with his swine, must have
been supplving meat fof sale. The rest of the animals
probably represent varied subsistence farming. These
enterprises were typical of the general arca: only
slightly more chan 2000 beef cattle were repomed for
the whole Mendocing Townsh i'|'.| {tak il'lg in
Hcﬁld:ﬂ:urs and ].-Jl":,' Creek V:I“:FI 11 Iﬂbﬂ. and the
total sheep population numbered bess than 900 (400
owned by one rancher). The mast popular farm animal
in the township was the hog, which numbered nearly
4000 head in ehae year.

The catle industry of California soon suffered a
devastating serthack. Beginming with a drought in
1859-1860), there followed the record floods of 1861
and 1862, which drowned or starved whole herds of
cartle. The severe droughe of 1862-1864 ook the final
woll. Altogecher, 200,000 go 1,000,000 head had died,
as much as a third of the stxe's beef cande, and
hundreds of ranchers were bankropr. California
stockraisers had not been prepared for che disaster,
partly due to promovers’ claims that cattle in this pare
of the country necded litkle maintenance, Many
ranchers found themselves withour a bale of havora
barrel of water in reserve to save their herds, Most
valley ranchers became farmers, joining the
California wheat boom, while livestock raising was
pushed to the foochills. In the uplands of the Lake
Sonoma Area, however, mnchers may have actually
hﬂm:ﬂt-nd from the d:I'LII.IEhL H::!-i.dtl'llj ﬂrf:l-l:l'l.'crd.:tln
Township (including the Dy Creck uplands), where
ranching dominated, gained considerably in personal
wiealth berween 1862 and 1865, while the residents of
the farming communiey in Mendocino Township
suffered economically. The well-warered, still
pristing prazing land in the wplands may have
encouraged a rapid increase in herds at a time when
mear was selling ar premium prices (39).

L.itele 15 Enown of thi l:::|:|'.'||:r't|‘|‘.|ml'.:| PE:I'i.lI:II:l ir! the
history of Lake Sonoma Arca ranching. While
botoemland farmers, such as Board and Priecheet,
carricd out the diversified regime of the Midwest,
some of the upland sewlers, like John Ferry, had
begun to accumulate catele. Bur by the cady 1870s,
sheep had became the dominane livestock; the
Mendocine Township sheep population had searcd
from S0 head in 1860 o 3657 sheep 10 years later, In
contrast, enly slightly more chan 600 range catcle
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A farmyard in upper Dry Creek, circa 1900 (from GM collection)

remained in the eownship, Were the Township’s catle
the victims of drought, with nearly threc-quarters of
the seock dying fram lack of food or warer? Cr did
ranchers willingly and gradually reduce their herds,
slowly replacing their numbers with sheep? No
records for individual ranchers exist for this perigd,
and we have no sccount of how the rangeland came to
be dominsted by sheep.

The Dominant Sheep

Although a few ranchers in the uplands, such as
Sylvester Scort and John Ferry, continued with herds
of catele. Most of the Lake Sonoma Ares was
becoming sheep country. The change may have been
gradual, but lack of documentation makes it appear
abrup: there is a jump from the 1860 count of three
head cach for Bosrd and Pricchert o 3 few hundred
sheep on most ranches in the mid-1870s (607, By
1880, even John Ferry, the cattde raiser, had more
than 1000 sheep.

It is not surprising that sheep became the
preferred livestock here and throughout the North
Coast Ranges. Sheep require a lower investment per
head than catele, and ewinning is more common in
sheep, so thar flocks quickly multiply. Sheep also
need less warer, alesson learned from the droughe of
the 1B60s; they require fewer, less sturndy, fences;
and they rake well wo the rugged terrain of the arca. In
fact, nonirrigated, upland pasmure is particularly
desirable, because sheep are liable 1o parasices and
foot rot on poorly draining soils. This is “shore-grass
country,” according to onc local rancher, and
thercfore not good for cattle. While sheep requine
only four pounds of fodder a day, a cow nceds threo
tirmcs that amount; inooder to survive on short-grass
country, cattle muse move constantly in search of
food, burning off the calories they consume.

The general economy also dicrated the shift o
sheep. Mutton had a ready market at the Sierra mines
through the 18505, bur the demand for feod at the
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diggings had plummeted before the end of the decade.
Alehough California towns and cities were growing,
the population failed to increase ata raee thar would
warrant [arge-scale food production. There was
always some marker for slaughrering sheep for food,
but mutton—not lamb—was preferred. Archacological
investigarions at the Skaggs Hor Springs Horel
indicave thar leg of mutton was consumed nearly as
often as beef. Even at the homes of Lake Sonoma
Arca ranchers :il'u.'csll'.i..pl:-::d by u.rl:h:lmulngiﬁ!:.. rd lamb
hﬂl'u:t wene fnund. Tk vkt ody was mpm:ﬁcnlnd i ll'lr_'
remains {61} With the prefercnce of mutton, meat
was only a bysproduce of the sheep indusery, a result
of culling herds. Since wool was the primary product,
sheep ranchers were generally referred o as
wiolgrowers.

The Civil War gave sheep raisers a new marker,
and the number of sheep rose rapidly. The war had
deprived the Union states of southern comon and
created a demand on borh sides for low-grade wool
for blankers and wniforms, 5o many ranchers had
joined the woolgrowing boom, both in the United
Seares and abroad, that che end of the war brought
glutced markees and depressed prices. Then a cariff
imposed in 1867 stifled foreign competition, and
flocks continued o expand, There seemed no end 1o
the amount of woal the country could consume. The
per capita consumption of wool was high in che 15705
and 1880s, when voluminous skirts and sleeves were
in vogue., Before cenural heating and enclosed
autonchiles woolen underwear, socks, overconts,
miufflers, mittens, and woaol hugg}' rmahes were
1!|:L'c!!|it'|ﬂ:, 'n‘hil-r! :r.rltn's bmad¢|lr!h kad eo he rr'ljr]¢
from the fine wool of the Merino sheep.

Despite the demand for fine wool, carly
California sheep raisers were often more intent on
increasing wool yvicld than wool guality, and many of
the early clips were inferior. In face, one critic in
1862 staved thar, despite improvemenits, the condition
of many California wool clips indicared “either
l:ulpnhl.-c ncglignm:c arf intended Fraud. The time has
gvnl'u: b}' when the :|.w¢|:'|,‘|-in5:|. af the corral or the
barnyard can be sold for woeal™ (62),

Rancher in the Lake Sonoma Arca appoar not Lo
have made an effore to improve stock inthe first vears
of woolgrowing: all rax assessments in the area uneil
1880 were made on common sheep. Sylveser Scon,
who showed an interest in upgrading camle and
horses, was also the first semler repormed o own
improved breeds, He bred 10 imported sheep in 1880

oo Fis hnnl;l-uf'l;umn'um CWiEK, J-r:xnltingin 110} gru.dﬂl]
sheep three years later, Later records do not
discriminate between graded and common, bue local
ranchers recall that upgrading with strains of Menno
sheep became comman in later years. Animals of this
breed not only produced exceprional wool, but their
hardiness was particularly well suived o che Nordh
Coast Ranges, and the flocks prospened.

Problems with wonl quuli.l;'_,.' were not limised o
chawe of breed. Califormians' r.|.|!h|:|‘ t'.m d.th'l!urh;:
toward cartle extended to sheep, who were rarcly
hushanded with the care adminiseered in other seares.
Elsewhere, herds were fed hay during winter, and
shepherds lived with the flock, giving care when
needed. In Califernia, the herds were expected 1w
subsist on napural vegeation whatever the food value,
despite the fact thar the leanest season—~from July w
January—coincides with the period of breeding and
gestation. As early as 1863, the Soace Agriculoweral
Commission was pleading with woolgrowers o
provide seme supplemental fieed during these crucial
months, to rorare stock within enclosed mraces, and
break up large flocks and distribute them among mone
diversified farmers. Just 25 cents per head could
bring the fock through a severe winter, ranchers
were advised, But ranchers did not take heed: more
and more sheep were put o increasingly deterioraced
rangeland, Lands originally stocked at 5 acres per
head required 10, 12, and even 200 seres per head
within a few years.

As mngc]urbd qu:lit'!.' decreased, mare and more
lind owners in the Lake Sonoma Area sought to
increase their holdings. Before buyving up new traces,
the mncher's first task was to clear as much of his
initial acreage as possible. This he did by cutting or
girdling trees in much of his forested holdimgs.
Controlled burning, a more beneficial method of
increasing grazing land, was alse practiced; but
buming was danpgerous and illegal, and an expen was
required (B3

[Daera ng the FEIk yoars of the 1880, :.h-r!ﬂp
ranching was a profitable business. Expenses ran less
than 50 conts per head, while flecces sald for $1.50,
and additional income came from the occasional sale
af muteen. Woolgrowers were confident, and herds
wene expanded. Bur a significant financial sethack
could come unexpectedly through loss of spock From
“seress of weather™: in 1879, some mnchers in the
D¥ry Creek vplands repored losing more than 50
percent of cheir flocks from this cavse. Lambing
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Hauling sacks of wool in Cloverdale, 1913 (photo courtesy of the Sonoma County Room. Sonoma

County Public Library, Santa Rosa)

season, according o rancher Chrville Baldwin, was
“filled waith anxiety and somegimies crowded with
tragedy® (643, Lambs were borm hu:rwccnjamurg. and
carly March, when near freezing wind and rain were
not uncommaon. Storms freghtencd the Flock,
scattering the sheep; some lambs were trampled o
death in the stampede, while others were permanently
separated from their mothers. When flocks werne well
tended, such losses could be reduced; many ranchers
kept a constant watch on the range, gathered up ewes
in baid weather, and sheltered them dus i:|t|.: |;J|:|'|.|.'ri:'|.|.:.

The only dewailed record of 1%th-century ranching
practices in the Lake Sonoma Area is a calendar-diary
kept by Gearge (2 Matthews duning the first seven
mirnths of 18% (65). “Went over range”™ s o weekly
notation on the calendar in the wineer months, while
“went after sheep”™ —presumably those who had
strayed off the propenty—is a recurring entry. At the
beginning of March, Matthews' sheep were gathered
e the ewes and lambs wene hl'_'|'.l.ll'.ll-l.'l.1. and 400
lambs were “Marked™ at the beginning of Aprnl.
Sheep shearing occurred in June, when Marthews and
3 hired hand sheaned more than 500 head over a thnee-
week peniod, bapging the wool and hauling it o

Cloverdale at the end of the mongh, When the sh cep
W put hack to pasture, “went aver range again
appears on the calendar, In the vears when flocks and
ranges were relatively small and labor was provided
by the family or a low-pard ranch hand, the carcful
tending exhibited by Matthews may have been the
rule, As operations grew, more hands were required
to cover the range and mainwain the sheep, When
labor cos s rose, shortcuts were taken. On many large
ranches, the sheep were only seen when marking
larbs and :1|'|¢_'.1ri|1l'.!_ woal. Reduced care resulted in
large lamb losses, which in turn required ever larger
flocks vo maintain profitabilicy.

Adding o this circular problem was the fse of
predators in the Lake Sonoma Area. The lasge number
of predators in the area when Euroamerican seetlers
first arrived were quickly reduced chrough the
rancher's pleasure in the hunt. Holding the population
of predaters in check was serious business, bat it was
also a gime to [k N rience the excitement of the chase,
o est the skills of prized hunting dogs, and w
appreciate the habits and intelligence of wild animals.
Signs of predavors were watched for and quickly
responded 1o, Neighboring ranchers joined in the
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advent of larger ranges, predators ofeen went
unnoticed, leaving behind che carcasses of slaughtered
lambs. By the turn of the century, covotes had become
aserious problem. Ranchers in Cloverdale Township
banded togethers vo ereate a covore bouney fund: the
ranchers were o pay trappers for each covore killed
on members’ land, but dispures sometimes arose, and
payments were slow. A rancher in charge of
:dmil'ti.:.tl:'ring the fund wroee that it was casier to kill
the l:ml,rnh: than ta |:n|]|:|:t thie Fu}rl‘rl:: ni {ﬁﬁ-!. Amn alls
out, government-sponsored attack was instituted in
1919, but covotes showed remarkable resilicnoe o
the program; as one rancher described i, the attempe
to exterminate the coyvore was like “digging a hole in
the ocean.”

Several problems in the sheep indusury caused the
decline of sheep in the Lake Sonoma Arca: wildly
fluctuaring wool prices due, in pare, to tariff changes:
a pencral depression im the 18%0s; deterioraved
rangeland which reguired greaver acreage for the
same sized flocks; and reduced maintenance which
resuleed in loss of lambs,

After a severe slump that saw several Lake
Sonoma Arca ranchers bankrupe (see Chaprer 8, 3
revitalizagion of the sheep industry occurred in the
late 1920s, when a change in Amernican tastes made
lamb an imporcant icem on the table: now wool, not
meag, became a by-product of sheep ranching.
Ranchers in the 1%95(0s responded to the new market by
5|:'|'|'Fl:i|1.g from fnising threec- to four-year-olds
]ﬁrimnrﬂ}' fasr wnnl, io .ﬁc!ling 'ﬂl.l.l'\-tl'll six=raonth-old
milk lambs for meae. California had 2 competicive
advantage; because the relatively mild wineers
allowed carly lambing., meat could be shipped to
castern markets in carly spring. The war vears saw a
drop in sheep population, but by 1950 Sonerma County
sheep production had surpassed che 1880 peak. The
following figures, extracted from U5, Census
recards, demonstrate the dramatic rise and fll of the
!I'm::p an;ﬂul:i:‘m 1A Sanama Countys

1860 35,589 1910 65,315
1870 58,387 1920 62 846
1880 156,554 1930 147,916
1890 T4.604 1940 B4.921
15404 49,126 1950 158,393

The vears from the urn of the century through
the 19505 marked the era of the huge sheep ranches,

i h}' l.:u.r:p{u':lt:iurls, which covered much of
northwestern Sonoma County. The corporations
justified che large spreads on cconomic grounds.
Casper Ombaun, chicf investor in the Rockpile Ranch
Corporation, deserbed the reasoning:

Ohnee thing that may imnpress youw is the fact char
all of those purchases consisted of large
ranches. This is one of the reasons thar our
||-|1|:|.-.1|I!:'r.||'|.: were successtul. ﬂncnfrn'!.' redsd %
for Purrhu:'ng ranches of the size of these
was o cut down expenses. | found that ewo
good men could handle ewao or thres thousand
sheepalmast ax cheaply as they could handle
one thousand or fifeeen hundred. And it was
vy bded o run on cach ranch the maximum
number that could be handied (67).

Some small-scale ranchers held our; to these men,
breaking even was sufficient. More imporcant than
profic was knowing the land, the stock, and the sheep
dogs that were a part of every operation, Asked why
he chose sheep ranching, one former awner of a ranch
near Skaggs Springs stated: “Darn if | know, | always
liked Hhﬂﬂl’!. Some VCars they was gnu.:l and some
years they wasn’t. Some years [ had to cut wood to
carn a living™ (68). But even this simple lifestyle
could not be maineai ned I:"." the 1%960s and 1970
Drespiee rising wool and lamb prices, maose sheep
ranches could not be operated ac a profie, and the
county's sheep population fell below that of 15900, At
the time the federal government purchased land for
Lake Sonoma, sheep raising was che major cconomic
activity in the uplands, although most operations wens
said to be running at a loss. Familics could not live on
the inceme from sheep ranching; instead, ranchers
made their living from a variery of other activities in
San Francisco or nearby Sonoma County towns. Some
ranchers experimented with a return o the area’s
original range animal, beef cattle, which had a better
chance of surviving predators, Even afoer Warm
Springs Dam was complered and Lake Sonoma
formed, privace land bordering government property
still included a few large sheep ranches.
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Before Lake Sonoma-the upper Dry Creek Valley prior fo the construction of Warm Springs Dam
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CHAPTER 5

A HoLp oN THE LAND

IsTRODUCTION

On the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo in 1848, all undeeded land in California
became pant of the public domain of the Uniged Seaecs.
More than a century later, from 1967 o 1973, the
upiper Dry Creck Villey and surrounding hills became
government property once mare, purchased by the
L5, Amny Corps of Engineers for the Wanm Springs
Dam-Lake Sonoma project. Beoween these periods of
government ownership, and long before there was a
LS. Govermment, other groups used the area,
claiming various portiens of it according to their
diverse customs. We do not know how the first
Southern Pemo groups gained ownership, but foran
unknown length of time those people held the land and
its resources communally, In che 18405, Mexican
citizens who sought official citle to grants of land
began the relatively brief process of dispossessing the
local Indians. In the following decade, squaticrs,
including many disenchanted miners, descended on
the area fired by their Jeffersonian belief that every
man was enticled go his own piece of land, Soon the
mwre desirable sections were parceled ouc by the
government, leaving much of the hill country to
unsanctioned use 1:|':," local ranchers uncil the firs
dl:l‘:.'.ldl:: af the Euth :Entur:.r. With h::.n:l CONEM e
tmes and the ascendancy of large-scale commercial
agriculeure, many small eperations were boughe out.
Throughout this process, the area’s family farms
became conglomerated into a few huge ranches thar
were themselves eventually swallowed up by aneven
greater force—cehe U S, Government.

T'o understand the systems of land tenure chat
existed inthe Lake Sonoma Area, we must look in deail
attwo aspects: the idea of land tenure itsclf—how it was
conceived of by sucoceding waves of seetle rs—and what
these people believed e be the bases of individual and
group rights v the lind. Since the story of California’s
sevtlement often invelved the forcible displace ment of
one Egroup by the nexe, it s revealing to look at the
beliefs that allowed these people o ratiomalize their
behavior. These questions are closely associared; in Fact
it is the link berween belief and behavior thae is the
underlyving subject of thischaper,

Inpian LAND

Before the coming of the Spanish, aboariginal
California was a Pdrl:i:uhrl'_,r r]l:n:e|1_|r pnpulutud n:g'u:u'l
of North America, is people numbering an estimared
150,000 eo 300,000, As many as 100 languages werne
spoken by the numerous groups that occupicd the
werritary. Some neighbors spoke mutually intelligible
dialects of the same language; other groups shared
borders with peoples whose speech was cntirely
different from their own,

California was as diverse culturally as it was
linguistically. These differences in group values and
organization were reflected in the varery of native
beliefs abour property and the concept of land
ownership. Anthropologist Alfred Krocher wrone
extensively on the political organization of various
California Indian growps, One of the mast impontant
differences that he noted between them was the
relative degree of individualicy or, conversely,
community identity felt by members of different
groups (13,

Among northern California groups such as the
Yurok, the echic of individual 'H:':.' WIS VEFY SLIOng, and
il.:: ¢ﬂ"|:|;|!:: could be scen i r.rl:lr.hl,r :.':|'||:|:I.1| of :n-L'J'I:t'!.'-
They recognized or sdmieted duey to no group larger
than their immediate kin, Krocher suecinctly
described the Yursk community as “an aggregation of
individuals,” having few of the charscreristics of a
"society” (Z). Under this aromistic system, the
community held no elaim co the land. Property rights
were held exclusively by individuals and families and
could be boughe and sold for sums of general-purpose
money in the Form of strings of dentalivm shells. The
land ieself, stream Frontage, and the right to collect
animal and plane resources, including productive
acorn and sced tracts, could be disposed of in this
way.

This social svsrem contrasted markedly with chat
of Pomoan growps, including those who occupied the
project area, These people were organized in polivical
units called rribelers, each of which consisted of
several villages and a principal town. Village
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{drataing by David Hjual)

residents recognized bath their lecal “headman™ and
a “captain,” who, in council with the local leaders,
had liruted authon ty over the entire group. In cheir
attitude toward the land and ies I:H:runl:':.' can be Found
an even gﬂ:alrzr cCx pr-l;::in:n af the Pamoan ﬁ:clil‘ng of
community, for within community boundarics all
members had access to hunting, gathering, and fishing
arcas, although some choice spots were contralled by
familics and individuals. The eribelet’s land was
considered to be the exclusive propernty of the group
and was setively defended from trespass.

Missions anp RAaNCHOS

In the mod-1 700, .';p-n.rll'sh S%LORaries Hng:n
their fll-year crusade, which was o climax in the
construction of 21 missions reaching from San Diego
to Sonoma (3). Under Spain, California was divided
it four districes, each of which had i own
administeative, judicisl, and milivary cenver, the
presidio. On arrival in an arca o be missionized, the
pricses, backed by soldiers from the presidio, nmunded
up the lecal Indians and proceedad o insorect then in
the Christian religion and set them w work on

construction and agriculoural projects. Under Spanish
colonization laws, the church could not claim
ownershipof the lond it controdled, since the missions
weare not n'FFil:i.aH}.' viewed as permangnt
extablishments, As m:n'|!|||1,'t|:.-:. the Indinns were not
full citizens and consequently they too had no righe to
own land. Theoretically, it was the job of the priests
to Christianize the Indians and educace them in the
ways of “civilized™ —thar is, European—Ilife so that
withina few vears they could assume the position of
colonial citizens. It was expected that Indians would
adopr a southern European-sivle, village-based way
of life on becoming citizens, and so become
im;n-'rl,'mr..itcrj inen the ceanomic System nf the f-:p:ni:.h
calonial world, la n::]il'.-::. the missions cont r|:|]|1:|:|. 1
effective ownership, vast eraces of land along the
California coast, the sphere of influence of onc
mission extending as far as that of the nexe. Alchough
the program of economic transformation and
Chrstianiziation of Califermia’s Indians was, for the
most pare, 3 miscrable failure, the missions
themselves thrived and became wealthy, while the
neophytes fared poorly.
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Plans o s-l:l:ul-.al‘izl: I'.hl: AR AE WE e ‘hﬂgun afier
the Mexwan Revalution of 1821 but were not carricd
out until 1833-34, Despite the revelution, Mexican
law pertaining to colonizaton remaincd largely as it
had been under Spain. The mission syseem was still
viewed a8 a remporary condivion, lastng only until
the natives could take their place in the new religious
and economic order of things: then the land would be
declared public domain snd conversion o privare
|r1.rl'|.|:11h:i|‘:| conald !'.u:gin. Ta u.u:ur'r:pliﬂh the latter En.a.l,
Htginning 16 1335. the h‘lr_'!::il.':n Eﬂ-vcl‘nnt af
California radically stepped up the diseribution of
large grants of land, known as “ranchos,” to cligible
persons who would cultivate and occupy them.
Between 1833 and 1B42, ever 300 ranchos were
granted. During this same period afeer seculanzation,
the number of mission-living Indians was reduced
considerably, as many of the former mission dwellers
returned to their vraditional lands. Others wene or
were taken to work for the rancheros (4).

In one such land grant, awarded in 1843 and
known asthe Rancho Tzabaco, José German Pefia, a
Mexican ex-soldier, received much of the Diry Creek
Valley. Pefia's “disefio”—the map filed with his
petition to Mexicon Governor Micheltorena—shows
the limits of his ancho (see Chaper 45, There is linde
doubt chat Pefia made use of the entire Dy Creek
Valley for grazing land for his cattle and horses,
although during the 18505 a U5 commission
declared chat the grant ended at che junceion of Warm
Springs and Dry crecks. Pefia’s disefio also depicts
several Feotunes, irhl:l.uding 1 rcpm-nnl::ll.'iun of what
meay have 'hl:cl:'l the native '.l'lI"I:I.EE af Ahk:l‘l‘l.n-dn-t,
indicating thae members of the lower Diry Creck Pomo
still occupied a principal village, in spite of the
expropriation of their land.

THE AMERICAN SQUATTERS

At the close of the Mexican War in 1848, the
Treary of Guadalupe Hidalgo officially ceded
Califormia oo the Uniced Seates, Under these terms,
the status of Fl';l':lh:l."r' m'|.'|.‘|m:| tracis af la r||l wax o be
similar e that within the Louisiana Purchase: the
rights of landowners were to be respected and their
titles confirmed, but undecded property became pant
of the public domain.

With the discovery of gold came a massive
increase in California’s population. The western half
of the stare was deserved almost ovemight as would-
be miners flocked o che pold fields of the Sierra

Mevada, But the period of easy and profitable mining
was shore lived. By the carly or mid-1850s, many
people had begun o turn their attention from the
clusive rewards of gold mining o agriculturc. To
their dismay, however, these new settlers did noe find
California untouched—or unoccupied. Writing in the
carly 1850, sometime Sonoma County visitor Frank
Marrvar explained whar they found:

The Amencans, on theirarrval in thcc\mmtqr,
had ehe Mnrtiﬁcnl'.inn o discover that ﬂl’:’.lrl':,'
every foot ofarable land was private property,
and that there remained nothing but barren
hills and swamps to settle an {5),

The obstacle in their way was the ranchoes. The
rancheros” extensive holdings did noc conflice wich
alrernarive wses of the land when the stare’s population
was relatively small; but the sitvation changed with
the influx of land-hungry Americans, who were
anggred by the unegual distribution of land,

For the would-be sectlers, hope arrived wich the
establishment in 1851 of the U5, Land Commission.
The commission’s function was to examine che title oo
all Spanish and Mexican deeded land in Californis
and to determine which of these claims werne valid and
which lands would be opened for sectlement. Towas
several years before the commission ruled on all 813
cases that were broughe before it; of chese, 604 were
confirmed and the rest either denied or withdrawn.
Yet even the commission’s binding decisions did not
end legal :hﬂ!i:ngm.t-n thiose who bazed their claim on
Hi‘u mish or Mexican Erants ).

These cases often dragged on for many years,
eventually bankrupting the landholders; they could
not sell their land while ks tele was contested, vet
they had o pay for wvears af legal fees. In 1858,
Pefia's heirs sold most of the rancho, which had been
confirmed by the Land Commission, to a real-estae
agent. Iris likely that the Mexicans felr thar selling
out wis therr wisest conrse, as the aleernative was
pmh:lﬂ'!.' tos have the l:nd O%erfun h'.l' :|q|.r.:.1:h:m-

The popular response o the validity of the
rancheros’ claim was rapid and uwnegquivoecal.
According to Mareyar, the Americans “squarted
where they pleased on the Spanish ranches under the
plea thar the land commissioners might decide the
grant on which they were to be illegal™ (7). The
squartters righreously justified cheir claim vo the land
over thatof the rancheros, whose feudal-like system,
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Land sttorney L.A. NMorton (from

the ¥ pnh!cxt:d. was t‘ﬂtiﬂ:l'!.‘ i1'||:|.1||1;:|u:|!ih]|: with the
democratic tradition of the United States. Many
claimed that their righe go the land was assured under
the 1841 federal law that allowed scttlers to oocupy as
et unsurveyed portions of the public demain and
gave them firse refusal on s purchase. Although the
law, in face, gave them no such privileges on land
grants, many fele thar their occuparion was sull
menrally justifiable, in spite of being legally dubious.
I..A. Morton, a Hl:.lir]shl:rg-_ attorney whi made his
:|1:|'lu|:.'||:iun .-:clltlmp; |.‘|i:.|:rut|::| hetween .-:qu:ll'.t:n. anid
landpwners, defended the squatters:

Moseof them, in my judgemene, were honest
in theirconvictions that the claimants either
had no title vothe lands, of if they had g mele
it was fraudulent, and thar many of them
roday [1880] are among our most res pecred
and prominent citizens (8

Munro-Fraser's History of Sonoma Counity)

When Mortan fpe fcd s Sonama Coa ney ofhice
in 1857, Sfjuatters '|.'.'|:rr_'1:-|.‘\v|.'|.|.|:|':.':'rl.g:l muost of the Russian
River and Dy Creck valleys, including Pefia’s
Trabaco grant, despite its confirmation by the Land
Commission. Nomton seon discoversd thae squatters
diid mot recognize legal decisions made by officials in
San Francisco when these decisions went againsttheir
interests. On one oocasion, in abour 1857, when
Monon called out the milita to enfonce eviction, the
soldiers found themselves confronted by o party of
eithier 1000 ar 20800 armed :l:tu.atlcr:.—thn AeCOUNE 1§
unclear as wo the exact number. Formnately, both
sides withdrew without injury. Nofton's next attempt
todisplace these people was more subtle; secing that
direct farce was not the answer, he “went o work
hauling off the fencing from the farms on the west
side of Dry Creck, thus rendering the land useless”
(%9}, Happily, Momon was able w negotiane a mutually
acceprable deal with the squatters, who ended up
purchasing “their” land from is legal owners.
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The hri:r,‘.rm::n af tl‘u;' lf|u.lt|:¢|.‘:' migl‘n in .';-I'll'lill'n:
County, as well as ies ilbegality, resuleed in an
ambivalence toward che soudy of this phenomenon by
sormne historans during the 19th century, Squattersm,
and the organization it involved, was mken o be a
mere historical aberration, a flecring lawless phase in
the semlement of the West with no lasting praceical
significance, Others engaged in extensive research to
show that squateers’ organizations

stand far the Huginnin!_: nF w¢:t-r:rr|. ||H.:=l
political instieutions. They were the first
government of the pioncer. They ane fountains
of that spint of Western democracy that
permeates the social and polivical life of
Amernca dunng the nineteenth cenmiry ( 10).

Squarters’ associations, of land-claim clubs, were
commen feaneres of the 19 th-cenmury weseem frontier.
They are known o have exiced in several midwestern
srares as well as among squaceers on California
ranchos, including the Bodega and probably the
Soroyome ranchos in Sonoma County, The
associations evolved in the absence of governmental
regulating agencies in arder to uphold the bona fide
settlers’ rights to their land without the necessity of
legally accepred micle. Far from being a lawless mob,
the association members themselves were often
representatives of the law, The membership of one
such organization in lowa included o territorial
governor, a delegate to the state legislature
{subsequently chicf justice of lowa and California),
and a j,'udg_l:', in Sanoma f"'..uunl::,r, ane HE:l.I:i!I:H.II!'_
:ae'lua.tbr:r W% wlso uju:.l!:'-l‘.'l: urthc !'Elnm:\c.

The clubs were highly structured, having a
varicey of clected officers and formal constitutions.
Their aims were guite standardized: thar setlers could
buy the farms they had established on government
land withour threar of being cutbid by speculapors or
claim jumpers. The rules of the association specified
the amount of land o which exch claimant was entitled
and ehe :irnpnu-vcm::nu and residence r::quin:mcnu:
rlul':n::ar':,r to hald a claim. Associabion 'j |.1|l5|':.'|."
settled disputes berween setelers and reguluted the
buying and selling of claims. Coure judgments were
said e be “final, fatal, and evernal”™ (11} Those who
did not abide by the assocations” rules were socially
oapfacized. This could be gquite sefious for the
violavor, for in those times people ofven had vo rely on
their neighbors rather than on government agencies or
ather organizations when they necded help. Bidding
apainst the occupant of a parcel ar the government

land nll: WIIH b I:|II'I.EI,'.'F\-|:I1.I!- T"l'!u fu“nw:ing r]i:lngm,:
indicates the power of the land club:

“Bue if [an ouwtsider] buys your claim, what
will you dod™

“Why, I"ll kill him; and, by agreement of the
settlers, [ am o be protecred, and ifvried, no
settler dare, if on the jury, vo find a verdict
:gn.i.n:-l: me” (12}

In comparison with the midweseern clubs, very
lirtle is known of the structure or organization of
Aquatters’ associations in Sonoma County (13)
Although newspapers from the 1850s and early 18605
report the ouster of illegal settlers Mrom privace land,
squatters are represcnted ina biased lighe, and i is
difficule vo devermine the groups’ resemblance w
those of the Midwest. The evidence of the councy s
squatters thar survives indicates thar cheir “secret
leagues™ were widespread. The reponedly secret
nature of the local associations is an interesting
conerast oo those of the Midwest, which published
their proceedings openly. This is most likely due oo
the differing legal sgatus of the land chey claimed, for
while the seetlers of Lowa and [linois took povernment
land, many of California’s squatters occupied the
ranchos. L.A. Morton provides evidence for che
existence of a sguatters court in his reference o
“Judge” Forsee, an scknowledped squatter leader;
Forsec was neither a county judge nor justice of the
peace. Contemporary newspaper articles mention the
“Chairman” of the Hnd-l:gu Ramcho "F.icl.'tll:r:.l..nugu.:,"
indicating that this league had a hierarchy samilar to
that of the midwestern prototypes. This reference
suggests thar Senoma County's squatters were
organized by rancho for the purpose of supponing
members’ aghts againse individual grane owners, Both
thie numerical serength and level of organization of the
county’s squatter of ganizations ane most d ramarically
shown in MNomon's account of the mustering of 1000
of 2000 squatters 0 OpposE 4 Mass cviction.
{;nn:i.dlz'ring that the total P-I‘IPI.:I]I:IliI}I'l of Sanoma
F..nunl':,- af bk L'irr!u: was well under 'IE.I:HH], and CYen
granting Morton a liberal margin of exaggeration, it is
clear that the squatters constituted a sizable proportion
af the county's residents (145

SETTLING THE PUuBLIC DOMAIN

In contrast o the confusien surrounding the
ownership of rancho Fand, for a would-be settler o
gain title to government land in the Lake Sonoma

7
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Ared during the 18505 and 1860s the procedure was
clear: under the law of preemption, seetlers could
legally occupy up to 160 acres of land, which they
could later purchase at $1.25 per acre {150 The
passage of the 1862 Homestead Act allowed sertlers
o take up 160 acres of public land, which, after five
vears” residence and cultivarion, would be deeded o
them at no charge. Bur before public land could be
purchased of even homesteaded under the 1862 act, it
had oo be surveved.

The immense job of gencrating subdivision maps
of the public domain, therchy providing the basis for
legal title by private partics, was undertaken by the
General Land Office (GLO) Survevors contracted by
the GLO used the IS, Rectangular Survey Sysiem,
under which land is divided invo six-mile-square
wwnships (not w be confused with policical
townships), which contain 3 onec-mile-square

nﬂ:ﬁnni- Sections are divi d-t:d. InEG qu:lrtuf-:m::tinni,
and these in turn into quareers. Thus the smallese
identifiable parcel under this system is the quarecr-
guaner of 40-acre subdivision. Unel 1912 four
quarter-quarters, of 160 scres, was the maxd meem and
standard pareel siee that could be obtained ar any one
time from the GLO. The GLO surveys were not
intended wo provide wpographic descriprions of the
land burt to creare kegal boundaries. "T'hese boundarics
are the basis For land citles and cannot be l:hu.nge-l.l.
even if found o be t-l:l:hl'ultﬂl[}' ieorrect { 163, Thus
some township sections are not and never will be one-
mile square, due to the difficulty of surveving rugged
Lefrin.

Mose of the legal problems facing senlers of the
public land arose our of the size limit imposed on their
claims by the Preemption and Homespead acts and the
enuous ownership righes wo their land improvemenis.

Mowar Dighlo Meriaian.
Coaditmappmrs FT
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1874 GLO survey plat of ihe Lake Sonoma Area
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A “homestead”™ cabin in the Dry Creek uplands {from GM collection)

While 160 acres of well-warered easvern agricul oural
land oreven prime Dy Creck Valley bottomland was
adequate for che support of a farming family, in much
of the arid Wese larger holdings were needed. The
problem was especially acute in the hills surrounding
the Dy Creck Valley, where successful cultivation
would have been possible only with irrigation, Cacle
and sheep raising were the only potencially viable
forms of agncultural production, yet they reguired
several acres per ammal, and profitable operation was
not possible on a mere 160 acres.

In response to this situation, the hill country
ranchers simply claimed, ostensibly under che
Precmption Act, tracts that were much in excess of
thcl::g:ll limit; some considered the acreage their own
tuth-: Ftnjnl:l:}l'l,‘ru.'g."i ngl::u: Li0 1] .ILAII.I'II:I'LI#I thewe puuplr,:
held no legal claim whatever eo “their” land at atime
when the county was overrun with squatters, they
were nonctheless able o maintain control over large
tracts. It i3 clear that band was held by the rights of
possession and wse, which were morally binding
considerations despite their dubious legal stapus.
These rights were suppored by the implicic agreement
of local landholders in much the same way that
S{Quateers on the ranchos uphcld each other's elaims.
The ranchom used I.hl: willr_':Frnnd confusien over the
Preempeion Act to discourage other claimants and to
assort the legality of their own claims. With many
deeds not officially recorded, it was advantageous
that one’s title to cemtain land be kept ambiguous,

Im additien v che righes o eccupy and wse land
that were supported by this syseem of mutual
recognition, the effective sale of government land
was freely engaged in. The purchase, for subsrantial

sum, of what amounted to possessory righes backed
anly by moril sanction is an excellent indicator of the
effectiveness of the local sysvem, Federal law, it must
be emphasized, was very clear on these kinds of
transacifions: possessory otles were not salable, and
claims resulting from these sales had no legal status
{17). One such sale occurred in 1870, when rancher
John Ferry paid $7000 for a possessory cliim adjacent
to Dry Creck {18). Like the many others who
purchased these claims, Ferry ended up buying the
land ewice: che first cime from its “possessor” and the
second from che LLE, Government!

Ispian Laxp BiGHTS UNDER
THE AMERICANS

The ED Years fﬂ”uwl'ng the declaratwon of
Ei].li'FDrl.'liﬂ.l! .1.t|:l|.l:|'ll:llﬂd i]‘l Iﬂﬁﬂ sSaWw Ihﬂ \.'irl:u:l
climination of the Indians’ ttle based on their prior
posscssion. Historian and legal scholar John Dwincllie
abviously considered the process complete when,
wiiting in 1866 on the United Seares” legal righe o
California, he omimed mention of the Indians’ claim
entirely, According to Dwinelle, *Cwr vitle to Californis
is therefore deduced from che grane by the Pope o
Hp:lirl. o .‘ipu.i.n by the revelubion to Mexico, From
Mexien I:r'f conguest aind treaty to the United States"
{19,

Ar this omee, the regulations thae governed relatons
betwesn California Indians and the rest of the stare’s
residents were confused. While paying lip service o
[ndian eccupation rights, the 1850 California "“Act for
the Government and Protection of Indians™ eifectively
denicd legal micans of securing them, Provisions of the
act admonished the owners of land eccupied by Indians
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“1. Wakla, chiel of the Yoba tribe—civilized and employed by Mr. 5. Brannan. 2. A partly

civilized Indian. 3. A Wild Indian.” Nincteenth-century impressions of California Indians
(from The Annals of San Francisco, by Frank Soulé, John H. Gihon, and James MNisbel, 1855)

o “permit such Indians peasceably to reside on such
lands™; yer the samee act stated “in no cise shall a white
muin be convicted U!-JI'I'!.' affence on the e 5D':|'|1l:rr'|1_.'1.1!_;n'|
Indian.” thus giving Indians no recourse in the case of
eviction (20). Alcthough nov legally barred from
presenting claims wo the Land Commission, most Indians
wene cffectrvely exeluded from doang so because of ther
almost universal illberscy and unfamilianty with the
American legal system.

In 1851 and 1852, federal commussioners traveled
throughout Califormia, met with over HH0 Indian
leaders, and entered ineo I8 eeearies with them. The
wreatics certified the LLS. Government's sovercignoy
overall land in the stave, while setting aside cracts of
land for Indians' sole use and occupancy “forever.”
The validicy of these agreements, however, has been

called into question by rescarchers Robert Helzer and
Alan Almguise. They poine out that, as the customary
;Lu[hu-l'il!'.n' of California Indian leaders was very
limvived, it is doubeful thar they had the righe vo sign
away their people’s land. OF this, Heizer and
Almquise say,

It would be difficult to find an example of
treaty-making inwhich so few perons withowt
any power toact were assum cd to have released
contiel of o much land that did not belong to
them (21}

The lands chosen for the Indians had been
comsidered useless, but a commines of the California
legislarure assessed them, found them o contain
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mincral deposits, and filed resolutions againse the
proposed ereatics. The committee staved that

[The miners] would be forced to shoulder
eheir pecks and shovels and seck new felds
for the exercise of their enterprise and valor
in the unexplored recesses of the mountains.
The only plea for the necessity of which is o
make room forthe introduction of 2 few ribes
of igmlr.lnl: barbarians {22)

As a result of this eutery from California, the
treatics werne rejected by Congress in secret and
remained classified for 50 years, forgotten by all but
the Indians until they were made public in 1905,

Alchough this problem stemmed largely from
undisguised racism, it was parly the resule of the new
Californians” lack of wndemstanding of the narive
system of land wse, wherein much of a group’s
werricory was occupied only seasonally, In the words
of one California Indian Agent, the Indians

have not any particelar boundaries or fixed
homes for any greac lengeh of time together,
but change their locations as toste or their
necessitics may require. Vet chey all havean
undistinee and undefined idea of theirrighs oo
the sail, the trees and the streams (23),

Such intermirtent use of the land, which was
understood by bardering native groups, appeared to
be mere random wandering o the newcomers and to
their government, and the chams of native individuals
or groups to any particular trace were not viewed as
legitimaee. It was inconceivable, under the American
system of law, for a group to hold undivided title to
the land and to expect to maintain ies claim by such
apofadic and seemingly arbitrary practices. As a
resule, the expropriation of land was sasily
rationalized, and the Indians’ claim extinguished,
effectively forever, with no existing legal recourse.

Shortly after the ereaties with California’s Indians
were rejected, the federal government began o sct up
reservations o which many Indians were forcibly
removed. By the early 20eh century, the conditions
upnder which the state's non-reservation Indians lived
had become the subject of considerable concerm. As s
resule, a program was instoueed o improve the lorof
the “landless Indians™ by supplying them with
homesites. Berween 1909 and 1927, the federal
government purchased five parcels of land in norcherm

Samsma f‘..-m.ull'].'ﬂ ranchenas for the n:Einl'l'! l:rh.i'i:ll'n.
OFf these only two remain: the Stcwart's Poine and
Dy Creck rancherias (24).

MORE ON SETTLERS

The General Land Office surveys of the Lake
Sonoma Arca opened the land o officially sanctioned
settlement and purchase from the government.
[}-r,::pit:: the gﬂvcrnﬁinnt‘n standards, individual
ntr.:ll:l:!;ilu tin catablish ]EEI:II fiktle seill vaned. This
diversity can be seen in the ways in which three Diry
Creeck upland ranch families—0eis, Forry, and
Matthews—accumulated ctheir subseantial
landhaldings dunng the late 1%th and early 20ch
cemturics | 25)

Dhring chae period, two methods of obraining vitke
to land in the public domain cutseripped all others:
“cash entry”™ and “homestead entry.” Under cash-
entry regulations, the would-be owner, or
“entryman,” had merely to pav che set price of $1,25
per acre o receive tide. For a homestead, che
entryman had o construct a dwelling on the land and
live there for five vears while cultivating a portion of
the land. On complering these conditions, the settler
would receive the “patent,” or tde o the land, Under
each system, the maximum haolding that any indivedaeal
could file on was VA0 acres; this was 3 one-ome
privilege and could not be repeated, even if the
entryman sobd the original claim.

The Orizes were a six-member, extended I':.rnil':,r.
T':hl:':,.' uu;ri thetr |¢E=|. ri._g;hl: Ecr ﬂhl‘.lirl lamd at a low
price from the government to the fullest, although
they began in the arca by purchasing a posscssory
claim. Among their first acts on moving to the arca
wais b0 file for a homestead claim ono the bBnd on which
their house and other buildings were located and &
cash entry on the 160-acre parcel adjoining it. These
were the firse of a series of shrewd moves made by the
family to maximize its deeded acreage while
mif Iz mg Frmancial oue [.l':..'. {her the mext two
r]r:l::tdﬂs. CEVErY n:'u:'rnh-nr of the Diis f:trr'li]y was to file
cither a homestead claim, a cash entry, or both, OF
their eventual holdings of about 1600 decded acres,
which included land taken up by a third generation of
Oitis parentees, very little was purchased on the open
marker of from neighboss. Thus because of the size of
the family and ies willingness vo take full advantage of
its legal rights, the Orises gradually accomulared
substantial holdings at a reladvely small cos in
addition, they pained effective contrel of much
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government land by che careful creation of islands of
public land surmunded by their decded property.

Jahn FI!TI"!.' filed for his firme |'.'|I:II'|'_'EI of lund in the
nl:||:|:|.'_|.' arcd i IFI-?E as u.t.m:h cnl!r:,', n nl'.li.l:c nfl!hr: facit
that he was living on the tact at the time and
conscquently could have obained i as a homestcad.
Orver the next 15 years, he purchased adjacent land
and possessory claims until he held deeded vitle o
nearly 2000 acres. To inerease his legal holdings in
this way, Ferry mortgaged the ranch heawily.
Unfortunately, in 1897 he defaulved on a mortpapge,
losing the entire properey. OF all che soudy-area
ranchers, Furrf weems o have been the least content
with u:.inp_'. ;_:uw::rnn'l.un! Innd; he wanted o own the
land he uscd. By amempeing to do this, Fery put
himself at the merey of Auctustions in the national
coonomy and other unprediceable forces. As well as
mispredictng the Future marker for liveseock, he may
have assigned too much importance to land
ownership. He did not foresce char, when handled
correctly, possessory rights to public land would
continue 0 be acknowledged well into the 20ch
CEMTUTY,

dt;hg of John Ferry (dra

< g L

=

wing by David Hjul}

The third case scudy 15 of rancher George
Matthews, whose family sectled their farm on the
banks of upper Dry Creek in 1870, By the carly
18090=, Matthews had aken over the runn:ing-_ of the
fu.fni!!.' f'nrm ::rlrl. dur'inp_ the nexi 15 o ars, converied
it from o semi-subsistence operation intoe a highly
profitable commercial sheepranch. Unlike his
neighbors the Orises, Macthews was a single man at
this time and consequently could nmot expand the
ranch's holdings by hormeseeads mken out by memberns
of his immediave family. Uinlike his feiend John Ferry,
Maothews chose not o put himsell heavily imto de b wo
aoquire his land solely by cash purchase,

In 1901 Mamthews described his l'ln]l:l'lng,: as
“1762 acres decded, 640 filed on 1100 Government
land within boundary lines, 126 acres fenced with
pickets as ficld and pastures but entire [ranch] is
cither fenced with barbed [wire] or has natural fenes”
(26). Forrunarely, many of the details of how
Matthews was able to accumulare this and his other
land, while maintaining contral over the undeeded 50
percent of his ranch, have been preserved in a
collection of more than 2000 leters written to the
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fancher between 1884 and 1915, Fram this collection
of personal correspondence, we can find out about the
kinds of activitics that, while largely determining the
pattern of land-distribution, were covert and
conscguently not repored in official records or other
publicly available documents, The leteers provide
posterivy with insighes of rare depeh invo some licele-
studied historical processes. Iv is impomant o
recegnize, however, that the behavior revealed in the
:nnctp-um:lnl'u;:'. W% E'a.irl':.' common af the time. While
sovmice of & atthews” deal i.rlp_;: wont tech flid“'!.' illng.u |,
many of his contemporaries, including government
officials, considered them to be largely justifiable
responscs to the government’s failure to develop an
appropriate land-distribution policy.

Matthews' primary stravegy for gaining legal citle
to his ranchland was o have others file homestead
applications for him, with the explicit understanding
that, when the claim had been “proved up™ and the
patent awarded, the land would be signed over.
Sometimes the land was transferred via a third parcy,
*in order,” according o one of these people. "o
cover up all tracks™ (27). This technique had
advantages over the straighs cash purchase, as the
land could be used legally, exclusively, and tax free
by the entryman for the five years prior to the patent
award, the homestesder payving only a nominal filing
fee.

Matthews had variows arrangements wich his
entrymen. On the most formal level was the
homesteader wha lgmcr]tu tuke upa claim “1f I don't
have to Came up meisre than ance a Yoar or H'll:n;ﬂhiul'_u
and you put on the necessary improvements” (28).
This deal was concluded when, afier the mandatory
five years of “residence,” Matthcws paid the
enteyman $100 for his tide. Other claims were filed
by Matthews' employees, presumably with similar
meanerary inducements,

His arrangements made with relatives were of an
entirely different characeer. Their elaims were filed,
1 l:l'lr_' winrds of one :uc]'l iﬂd:ividud.l. ""u.":l!}!nul: II'I':,'
thought of recom pense”™; all the family members were
“glad oo do you [Marchews] a favor” (2% Since no
mancy changed hands, Matthews' relatives believed
that the “favars” they did for “cousin Geofge™ were
morally irreproachable. On occasion, it was agreed
that the cousin filing the claim recained the nghe o
extract some of the rract’s resources, such as pare of
the timber. OFf more importance in the relationship,
however, was the notion of reciprocicy. Mose often

this ook the form of an understood righe of the
entrymen and their families o spend the summer on
Matthews' ranch. These family summers began in
1900 and developed into a tradition that spanncd 20
years. During the heighe of this period, as many as 20
of M people, adules and children alike, would spend
up to three months there, Although an element of
reciprocity is undeniable, it would be a coral
misreprescntation o label these patherings as
Matthews' way af rl::,.'i.ng aff his :l:l:nrr!mnl:_ln.ting
cousing, [t 1% clear From the I:DFIEIFD nr]l:nl.:u l'l'l:t. as
well as being a shrewd businessman, Matchews was
very sociable and enjoyed the ively company as much
as any of them. Even 75 years later, people who
visited as children retained very happy memories of
idyilic weeks spent "up at the ranch™ (30},

For Matthews' entrymen, their summer visits
served a function in addivien o cthe purely social
aspects: time spent on their homeswead land helped
reinforce their claim vo it Under the 1862 Homestead
Act, the sewler had wo erece a dwelling. live on his
claim, and cultivate it for five years, Failure oo meet
these requirements mighe result in the claim being
denied, By the turn of che 20ch century, it appears that
the residence requirement was not being stricely
enforced. One “homesteader,” by his own
caleulation, spent less than ning mouths on his claim
duning the required five years (31). Yet the entryman
had to show his face regularly on the claim or, on
proving up, his right to a patent might be challenged
by a neighbor who wanted the land for himself,
Sometimes the mnn.d:hurf cabin was erccied h'f
Matthews and sometimes by the entryman, who might
use it on vacations. There is some indication thae
Matthews repeatedly used che same seructure for this
purposc, moving it from claim to claim as neccssary;
“go long as the house looks habitable,™ e was good
enough. of 46 wiote 4 corfespondent (32)

Culvivation also seems o have been arranged by
Matthews, often taking the form of a plowed alfalfa
ﬁcld.:lthnugh are man m:;ur,:!l:nd that he |'l|.l Ak e
vines on hin claim,. These Fn:l:uutiun: weno I:|:|.|-u::'| i
part to sacisfy the government land inspecror, who
would appear periodically to check up on homesocad
claims, causing no small anxicty oo the “settders.” To
lessen che mandavory period of residence, Matthews
sometimes used Spanish-American War vererans as
encrymen, for these men were allowed vo dedwct their
pered of service from the required five wears’
settlement. One penniless ex-serviceman agreed o
take wp a claim for the uwsual $100 fee on the
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and raise “a fow chickens."

Theoretically, nothing previented the old veteran,
of any other LS, citizen, from filing a claim on his
own behalf in the Dry Creck uplands. In practice,
however, such an stvempe would have met substantial
obstacles, The Mamhews correspondence has shed
much lighe on che ways im which local ranchers
pontral led who filed on rluighhn:ring lamc. 1t % clear
that I.1'Il::.|:' |!H:|:||‘:|||: wers inmh‘nl:' 1 A BET e nft:ightl':,-
woven nctworks bent an protecring the intereses of
their members, while as individuals they wished o
masamize their own control over land. Consequently,
while locals mighe act together o exclude
nonfesidents, they might—and frequendy did—
challenge each others’ claims and dispute cheir
houndaries.

The locals” advanesges began with the mose basic
step in homesteading: locating the claim on the
ground, At the turn of the centery, most isolated and
sparsely populated pans of California had not been
accurately mapped. In most of chese areas, the
Generzl Land Office plats, which depicted clusters of
individual land claims and therefore did not cover
entire wnships, were the most complere maps
available. As a resulc, a potentizl homesteader needed
a geod personal knowledge of the area in order to he
sure of the physical location of his claim. To facilicate
their own claims, local ranchers would undertake
private surveys of unoccupicd land, working out its
legal description, in relation to tewnship, range, and
:m;tinn. fr'm.‘n ﬁmtrl pni.ﬂl: l;:l.ﬂl:ﬁ:hcd h]r |'|-rvr:ri|:|u!|
government surveyors. A good degree of sccuracy
was esscntial for the homesteader, who otherwisc
mighe find himsclf the posscssor of a barren hillside
rather than the valley boteom that he believed he was
filing on. Having had some training a8 8 surveyor,
George Marthews was particularly well placed o
benefit from this siuation.

A xeeond wa 3 of preve nel ny o tsrders From
m‘eufﬂ“}' 'E"ill'ns aelatm vwas to de m.l' thi:'rr'l SCCoss EO
the land by excluding them from private property. In
an arca a5 rugged as the Dry Creck uplands, this
wiould have been a very effective technigue, foracosss
to the interior was possible only along the ridgetop
and creekside erail system, and it was along these
crails that sereleme nt was densest. Inshort, the would-
be homesteader could be denied access by the action
of any one of several neighbors. Although illegal by
about 1900, when Dry Creek and Hor Springs roads

became county property, there can be hieele doube that
this practice did eccur at a slighely carlier time. An
1888 letter from Matthews' mother, Eliza, whi at
thae time was living “down”™ in Healdsburg, warned
Geonge that an "0Old Buck™ was going o take up a
claim in an arca held by the Marthews family. The
“(d Buck”™ had been fonlish enough o discuss his
plans openly, and Eliza had soon gor wind of it. She
advised her son to close their gate and not ler che man
through (33).

Another way that local landholders mighe thwart
the granting of a parent was to refuse to appear as o
witness to the validiey of the homeseead claim when it
came time o prove up. By law, four local residents
were required to swear that the homesteader had spent
the requasite amoune &f time living onand culdvanng
hiis claim. In such a sparsely sewled area, the number
of potential witnesses was relatively small, and, as a
resule, could become a factor in determining whose
claims were approved and whose denied. Neighbors
apparently copperated a5 witnesses o each others’
claims and were cavtious abour witnessing for
outsiders. Harry Cook, a neighbor and onetime
Matthews foreman, made the following enquiry of
him in 1914:

I gotalewer from R.J. Williams asking me to
be a witness for him on his hemestead, no
doubt vou know of i, if noc and vou do not
wank it to go through let me know (34}

What Me. Cook did not know was thae B.]. Williams
was one of Marthews' own enteymen.

Asa last resorr, homestead claims were contested
o the General Land COffice on the basis thar some
requirement had not been met. Over the years,
Marchews both contested others™claims and had those
of his entrvmen challenged. On one occasion, “0O0d”
Chris Tracy, 2 Spanish-American War veteran who
had agreed to file a claim for Mamhews under the
usual condinons, backed out of his agreement; he then
aptempred to prove up, with the intention of selling w
another person for a higher price. At this, Matthews
had the claim contested by Harry Cook. Ironically,
the rationalization given for the challenge was charc
Tracy had illegally entencd into an agreement oo sell
the land as soon as it was his {35), Cook won the case,
giving him the legal righe to cake up the claim himsea117

In 1911 Mamhews waged a defensive campaign
against the Gater family, which was attempting to
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George C. Matthews (second from right) with San Francisco cousing, the Dowds
{photo couniesy of Geraldine Von Husen)

obtain, under the provisions of the 1378 Timber and
Stone Act, valuable acreage that Manthews considened
his own, This law |'|r4'|'|.'i|:h.-.|.i foir the |11:m:_'h.a-\.4,'_ ar 22 50
per acre, of puhll.l.' land that was unswitable tor
cultivazion but contained timber or stone resources
The Gaters' pasition=—that the rock in the creckbed
wis valuahle as roadbed maternal, whereas the
remainder of the land was practically useles—wus
fownd to have no ment. Dnce more Matthews, with
the help of Jonathan Ackerman, a sharp land attorney,

had been suecessful in defending his boundaries.

A diseussion of land rights and practices in the
West cannot conclude without some mention of claim
jumping. A homestead claim was ripe o be jumped
when, by not having been occupied For six months, i
was legally considered o be abandoned and thas open
for settlement by a new homesteader. Claim jumping
was considered a particularly despicable practice. A
letecr from Elim Matthews, dated October 1886,
informed George thar “There 15 a jumper on the
Coves place [he has taken over] his house and onchard
and the best af his land.” In Movember, George's
brother ["|1:r|r:| FiC PebrE ed the Bl-hlri"'ri!l-irll.'i‘l.'i:ll"li.'Illhitlﬁ of
this brief incident: “"The jumper at the Coves ranch
has lefr, for some coves [i. e, men] [ do nor know
ok down his house and sold the lumber™ (36),

CORPORATE AND
PurLic OWNERSHIP

The sscendency of relatively small, family-hased
ranches in the Lake Sonoma Area paralleled that of
the price of wool; both peaked inthe carly 1880s, Ten
years later, an economic downturn caused numerous
mortgage foreclosures and forced che sale of many of
these small and medivm-sized enterprises. With rail
LrAnSpGriatisn |1l:u|'|:l=_.', the area was atteactive for
large-scale commercial agriculvure and ranching, The
result was the creation of several very extensive,
often corporately owned ranches out of whar had been
numernsus family operations.

By the 20th cenmury, legal title tothe land became
more imporsant. When corporate investment became
the dominant factor, only legally scknowledged nights
werne considered accoprable. Both the casual use of
government land and custorma ¥ lehhcniurl became
cutmoded, and formal leasing of grazing rights to this
acreage was adopoed.

Beginning in 1967, the Corps of Enginesrs started
purchasing ritle to the land in advance of consoructing
Warm Springs Dam. Although chis step could scarcely
be rermed an invasion of yer another wave of settlers,
we can view it from the same perspeciave as we have
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l:'ll'liq:r |'|'|.ﬂ.jm" nunuf:lhip- I:I'I:LI'IEL'.'E thix .-.hil‘:. like st
of the others, was initiated and enforced by a group
from the outside. In this case, all the private land in
the study arca was obtaincd by purchase, but the sales
were mandatary. The altermative oo a freely negotiated
sale was for the land w be condemned by the
government and then compulsorily purchased by the
right of Eminent Domain ara price set by a Federal
Court. The legitimacy of this Kind of action is based
on the |'lri|'||:i|1-|¢ that, 1n certain circumstances, the
flghl!:. af 4 few I'I'I.:l':.' be averruled for I:l'u: bi:-nc!'it of
many,

CONCLUSION

This chapter has focused on two aspects of
colonization and settlement—the concepes of the
changing basis of land venure and sealemns” ideological
ratienalizations, The shifting ideas of land tenure
reflect how Lake Sonoma Arca residents viewed and
vpheld their rights to che land. For analytical
purposes, we can conceive of two systems as having
been in operation, For wane of better terms, they can
be called “legal™ and “moral,” based on che level of
official recognition these armangements received.

Pomoan groups viewed the land and its resounces
as community properey. Although their custom was
not written, it can noncthele:s be viewed as a lug.ll
phenomenon, as it was recognized as the right way to
behave by everyone in the political unic. Both the
Spanish missionarics and Mexican rancheros also held
their land wich legal sanction, although not without
some backstage political mancuvering. The
Colonization Law provided the authority for
serclement and defined citizens’ rights over the land
or, in the case of the missionaries, over igs
inhabitangs. The situwaton of the early American
squateers, however, was not so clear cut. From the
perspective of both the rancheros, whose land chey
requisitioned, and che federal government, which had
agreed to progect the rights of earlier grant holders,
the squatrers’ actions were illegal. Theirclaims were
only valid in the eves of other squarters; thus their
stance was morally sanctioned by a small group,
while legally unacceprable o the remainder of
society. Yet within this contexe, quasi-legal
af ganizations evolved that effectively substitured for
the more widely recopnized legal syscem. although
resembling the official system in structure, functon,
and powers of enforcement.

Even many legitimate senlers siraddied che
legally sancioned system of tenure and a locally

recognized syseem of moral righes. The praceices of
buying and sclling possessory claims, and the
customary division of government land among groups
of contiguous ncighbors who were also sccumulanng
exclusive title o land, are good examples of the
simnultaneous operation of twa different svaeems. The
best documented local examples of this arranpement
are the activities of rancher George Mamthews, who
wis as competent dealing in the legal sphere as the
moral, and who moved fre ::I'r..' between them
:lnpcn:li.ng (uf 1] I']'h; |‘||:1:'|:| of the moimcnc w:il'h the
coming of corporate investment in the carly 19K and
the eventual purchase of the arca by the Corps of
Engincers, land dealings were fully returned o the
legal sphere for the firse time since 1848,

It is clear that hisvonc land-venure systems have
not followed a linear path roward greaver structure.
There is no reason o believe thae land rights are more
strictly recognized by modern residents than they
were before the area’s native inhabizants had contact
with Eurcamericans.,

Returning briefly wo the role of ideology, we find
that zuccexsive waves of neweomers have oxed
essentially the same formula for ratienalizing their
takeovers. It consists of a disparaging view of the
l'll.'l!'l.':il:'ﬂ.!!il‘.'l:u[ﬂnt:d and chie atticude that I‘.'i'h::'!.'. the new
sattlers, are actually entitled to the land bocause they
use mors of its productive potential. This approach
was applied o the arca's original inhabitants firse by
the Spanish missionaries and, withour exceprion, by
the peoples who followed them. [t was the aritude of
the early squatters toward the feudalistic rancho
system, and whar was later voiced in the county
against the ranchers by landed interests who
purchased che large eraces from the Mexican grantees.
In che kate 19th and early 20ch centuries, the concepts
of efficiency and cost-benefit entered the scene w
subtly change the rationalizanon. On the aucthoricy of
these ideas, family farms could be justifiably
conglomerated to produce more efficient ranching
units, and che worth of the upper Dry Creek Valley
abjectively measured both as agncultural land and as
a site for & reservoir,
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Archacologists at work in the Lake Sonoma Arca
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CHAPTER 6

PREHISTORIC SETTLEMENT PATTERN: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY

IsTRODUCTION

People do not uswally choose the sites and lavouts
far I'J'u:'il' |1.|:||'|'||:-=. v:illilgr!n.. and owns u:l:nrd'll'lg ]
momentary, wolated whims. If this were so0, every
house and city would be eatirely different from cvery
ather, and the term “sentlement pattern” would have
no meaning. As ieis, both the internal arrangement of
individual living arcas, camps, of towns, and the
geographical arrangement of these units, wnd to be
highly seructured; together they constiure a group’s
sertlement patern.

Inspudving the Lake Sonoma Area's pactern of
sgitlement, we are dealing with the product of a
variety of influences, natwral and cultural, chat
emanated both from within and outside of the local
scene. Some of these influgnces, notably the natural
environment and a group’s technology, are more
straightforward to document than others. Since thesc
factors—Ilike the sectlements themselves—Ileave
material remains chat can be interpreced, they have
come o be emphasized in settlement patterm analvsis,
The mile of group envirenmental perceprion (people’s
beliefs about their range of options, addressed in
ﬂh:lpl:t:r 31y, Ihnugh nonmateral, = nonctheless an
imp-urtnnt i:rlﬂ LEnoe an I:-r_'hn.v:inr. Kinﬂ-hip struciturc,
idealogy, polites, and numerous other intangible
factors also influence how people scttle the land.

Archacologists must take very different
approaches when investigating seetlement patterns of
the historic peried and those of groups wheo left no
written record. In prehistoric archacology, the many
possible intangible influences on semlement pateern
miust be deduced almast solely from physical remains,
while the hiztarical .:.r\chm:uhlgiﬁt relies ax much an
documents and oral history as on matenal in the
ground. This chaprer turns to archacology for a
description of scttlement pattern during the S000-year
prehistoric secupation of the Lake Sonoma Arca. In
the following chaprer, historic- period cocupation is
approached from an interdisciplimary perspective.

Settlement Pattern Perspective

During the 19605 and 1970s, archacologists
shifted from a focus on individual prehistoric sites to

studies of relationships begween sites and arcas. This
shift resulted from a new Interese in ccology, with
iner-connections seen not only among planes,
animals, and their environment, but also among parts
of a site or clusters of sites, This new approach made
all archacological material within an arca important.
Earlier, .:rch:lr:ningi st had focused on ||:|.rp:' 1.':i1||:|.g|:.-:-
MNow, small summer camps, stone r.|u.u|'ri|::. and
Huhting BpOLs alse became of intercst, La rger
archacological surveys were conducted, many—such
astharofthe Lake Sonoma Arca—eovering thousands
of acres. Often, scores of related sites were
discoversd, many of which would have gones
unrecorded only a few years earlier.

Pacrerns quickly emerge from the distribution of
sites ina well-surveyed area. They reveal the relaton
of camps and willages o sgreams, vegetation
communities, slope of the land, and o each other. But
a major facror in such “pamerns” is missing—rime.
The Lake Sonoma Area survey crew, for example,
recorded 61 prehistoric sites within the more than
17, 000-acre project area, 1§ we assumed thac chey all
had been cccupied atthe same ome, we would have
an erroneous prcture of the size of the populaton and
the use of che land, On the surface of some sites are
artifacts which were used only for a brief time perind,
and such time markers can lead to a rough estimace of
when asite was used, But even when damble artifacts
were found on Lake Sonoma Area sites, it would not
have heen pu:m' hle in mast cases eo know how far
back asite was ueed withoot n.ll:ﬂ'lh; below the surface.
Without excavation, the way in which a site was used
15 also little understood,

California archasologiss rarely exeavate more
than a very few related sites, Perhaps construction of
an apartment complex will destroy a prehistoric
village, or a new road will be cut through a hunting
Camp. Lnlews a Eredt deal of SUrVEY and excavation
have sceurred nearby, little can be said about
setelement pattern, and the sites must be treated in
iselation; vet no site existed in isolation during its
usc. Archacaologists on the Lake Sonoma projoct had
the opportunity to do test excavation ar the 61
prehistoric sites, while large-scale excavation was
carried out ar 20 of them. From the reams of daca and
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thm.udnrl: ol n.rl:il':ll;:l'_'h '|'4::iu.|1!i:r|gh fromn t h:i:l wm'lt. much
has been learmed aboue Lake Sonoma Area settlement
patterns {1).

Lake Sonoma Area Time Frame

Evidence of the first human occupation of
California has been dated oo ar lease 12,000 years ago
in a few isolated locales in the Grear Valley and ar
Clear Lake, By 7000 years ago, the human population
had grown, and sites dating to thae peried arc found in
imcreasing numbers. While seme use of the Lake
Sonoma Arca probably occurred carlier, there is no
evidence of occupation until abowe 3000 B.C.

This 5000-year cccupation has been divided ingo
three major time periods; each has been given a name
o represent disti nooive culiural features socourring in
the area at thar vime. Culoeral paterns are defined by
numerous traits, including often subcle changes in
styles of projectile points (spear and dart poines and
arrowheads) and shell beads, The chronology below
describes only the broadest and most significant
changes in cach period—changes which probably
ocourred aboug che same time throughout north-
central Califormia,

Skaggs Phase, 3000 B.C.-500 B.C.: Lake
Sonoma Arca sites dating to the Skaggs Phase yielded
heavy handstones and millingseones (also called
manos and metatex), which weno Fd'nhl:lhh‘ uszed for
gl‘il‘l.di:l'l!'_ seeds, Very Iu.rgt 'p:'nj:-l‘.'l'.i.lc E'H.Ili nits from this
penod indicate use of the spear and aelazl (or dant
thrower), rather than the bow and arrow, By the time
of the Skaggs Phase, groups in Califernia had become
relatively settled: in the Lake Sonoma Arca, a few
large sives date o this period.

Diry Creck Phase, 300 B.C-A DL L300: The
greater number of cocupation sives dating o this fme
period sugpests a large population increase. The
millingsrone and handsone were partially replaced by
the bowl momar and pestle, reflecting a shifr from
seed grinding to acorn processing and indicating that
the technigue for leaching the tannic acid from these
nuts had been ducovered. While people of the Skapps
Phase made nearly all their stane wols from locally
available chem, points from the Dy Creck Phase are
almost all of imported obsidian, This shift represents
the beginnings of cxrensive trade, which must have
included exchange of perishable ivems as well,

Smith Phase, A.D. 1300-carly 1508ks: The rmost

recent period of prehistoric occupation of the Lake

Sonoma arca has been named for a FDIII'I:'Ii.I'II: nt local
family of Mihilakawna descene {2} Artifacts from the
Smich Phase indicate that importane aspects of the
way of life, which were reconded by cethnographers in
the late 18005, had been established for several
hundred years. The firstinnovation to appear during
this period was the bow and arrow, which refined the
an of hunting and allowed more accurare, longer-
range shooting. Another important introduction was
the hnpp-cr maortar, which r-::pljl:::d the bow| musrtar.
a|. battomleis basket hup-pnr was Fld.cud avera ﬂn.l'..
stone mortar, and the acorns were pounded within the
recopticle—a much more efficiont way of processing
these nuts, Also first appearing in this penod was the
clarn dise bead, used as a form of currency in north-
central California The presence of these beads
indicares thar complex, wide-ranging rade netwaorks
had become fully established. With marerial remains
s closely resembling those of the early 1%th-century
contace pericd, archasologists assume that many
nonmaterial aspects of Smich Phase culture, such as
s seciopolitical organization and ceremonial
activities, would also have been similar in prehistoric
Limees,

Ethnographic Analogy

Very lictle of what is known of ancient prehistoric
cultures has been discovered by direct nhservation,
The people who made up these societics were long
dead before the firse Ethnug:‘:.phnr .l:ppntrn'd on the
SOENRE. As]'!ﬂ:l:l:: of their manufacture and vse of osols
and I'.'lui|||']'||:'|g.'|., as well as il'il'nn_gihlnl such as their
food-gathering practices and social structure, have o
bec reconstructed indircetly by archacologises.
Reconstruction is done cither on the basis of physical
remains of from information eollected about more
recent groups who live, or have lived, under similar
conditions,

This latter procedure, known as ethnographic
analogy. is based on the observation thar groups living
inenvironmencally similar regions, and using similar
technology, resemble each other in a variety of other
ways. The method can be put to work in order o
interpret, for example, how prehistoric artifacts were
used. Although the archaeologist would have no direct
evidence that whar is classified as a “scraper”™ was
actually made or used v prepare the insides of animal
hides, knowledge of the use of teols of that shape
among living groups would justfy such a conclusion.
[ the same way, archacologises assume that the way
people serded che land, at least during the past few
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Changes in siyles of Lake Sonoma Area artifacts over time (drawing by Melson Thompson)

ventunes, resembled the pattern I'I:FHII'I:I'_'I'J forthe Lake
Enrluml Afed 1n rmore recenk tmes,

In order to determine the function of the
prehistoric sites, project-arca archacologists
compared them with the carly setlement pacern
recorded by ethnographers. According 1o ethnographic
accounts, local Indian growps such as the Makahmo of
Cloverdale and the Mihilakawna of Dry Creck had
three basic types of living sites: permanent winter
towns, summer towns, and summaer camp:i tex, The
principal town was the center of politics, ceremony,
and trade, often housing scveral hundred people.
Radiating from the main town were hamlets, often
called sarellice villages, each of which would be home
to a large exeended family, or kin group. Lacking the
amenitics of the major town, the residents of thess
hamlets would have gone to cheir mibeler sear for
communiry events of spiritual or political advice.

In additeon oo ies Inrgc qize, the winter town was
r]i:.l:in_g;u.i:.hcd h1l|r s :uhstuntiu.[. mmisuh!un‘unu:n
assembly house, which functioned as the group's
ceremonial center for dances and other ritual
performances. The cireular assembly house {also
called a roundhouse or dancehouse) was by far the
largest serucrude in the pown, being ag much as 6l feet
in diamerer and 6 feet deep. The excavation was
accomplished by lossening the soil with sharpened
digging sticks and shoveling it out to the sides with
flae, OpEn-weave haskets. When chis was mmpl:lnr],u
|'|'|.u.-,|ni:m cenicr ]jnut STE 14 to lﬁ fect high |'.'|1_|r 1.-]1'2
fect thick was erected in the conter to support the roof
poles, which radiated from the peak. The rafecrs werne
covered with lavers of pwigs and grass matting, and
the entire outer surface was spread with earth. The
entrance nnel was east-facing, long, and narrow.
Inside, the only permanent fixmres were a firepic, the
smoke from which escaped through a stravegically
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FLOOR PLANS

Makahmo Pomo homes (artist’s impression by Rusty Rossman)

placed hele in the roof, and a partally sunken foot
drum situated opposite the entrance way.

In some cascs, it appears that the assembly house
also functioned as a sweathouss, although smaller,
separate buildings were often construcoed for chis
purpose. The sweathouse served social funcrions asa
kind of men's “clubhouse,” as well as being the locus
of prehunting rituals and curing the sick. It was a
simple, wood<framed seructure, covercd with grass
and brush. Unlike the assembly house, which wus
essentially a public building, access o the sweathouse
was gcntmll'g limited b men.

Indivadual family dwellings were circular or oval
in shape and constructed of a light willow-branch
framewaork, lashed wopether with plane fibers and
thatched with grass. These houses were often home to
more thanone nuclear family unit, and although each
had ies own Fire and entronce way, the living arca was
not |r.|l:¢r|:|:|.l':.' Furtitil:ml:n:l. While on an excursion
along the Russian River Valley in 1833, Baron von
“'I:lnglz” EILITNC 1.I|'H:|I'l - | Fumnun VEIIJ.H‘: “I'l":l'l I'lE
deseribed in this way:

We found the Indian village on sandy ground,
entrenched behind shrubbery and dry dicches,
It was inhabited by five or six familics relaced
w one ancther, The women had set up
temparary dwellings, made of pliable sand-
willow branches, which easily had been stuck
in the ground, They were set up in such
extreme good taste that the sighe startled me
ina most pleasant way. The motley hues and
different sizes of willow leaves (this tree
abaunds here in che groatest varety ) gave ko
the huts, open at the B[, & 1 uite :|1~|:|:i.:||,
rather rustic appoarnnee. The np:niﬂ]; at the
side, which serves as a door, is very carefully
decorated with leafy branches. Several huts
stand connocted with cach other by means of
openingsconstructed inside (3 ),

Living sites were used at different times
throughout the year, as poople carried out the scasonal
round. During the rainy season, the population
copcentrated in the wineer towns, where stores of
acorns collected the previous fall were kepe. Fresh
small game, as well as dried and fresh fish and
venison, provided a supply of meat during the winger.
With the onset of dry weather in the spring. groups
moved tosummer towns: small hamlets occupied by o
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few families, After the long winger diet of stored
foods, people welcomed the arrival of clover, other
edible greens, and early ripening berries. This period,
from March to June, was known as “Clover Time,”
sccarding to ethnographers. As summer approached,
Indian potatoes wene harvested, and gl-.liru. were
collected fram the rir.ll:n'l:rlg Erasscs. T'n:lph: referred
to chis |‘:||:ri1:|r] as “Pinole Time.™

Some plant harvests and hunting activitics were
communal events. In addition, family collecting trips
dispersed peaple over wide arcas for varving
distances and durations. Here they staved inthe small
summer camps thar constimueed the most frequently
found oype of archacological site. Men would leave
the camps for a Few howuss to a few days o hunt,
:l:u|:||:'|np_ nl:n:-'inn.a”},: o retowch thewr stone toals, The
remains of this activity, from a fow stone flakes o
deposits several inches decp, archacologists call
“Aake scaers.”

Owver the centuries, people moved in and out of
the area, bringing new ideas and materials and new
lifeways. All char remains is nonperishable evidence
of these changes, but perishable and intangible
clements must have changed with them. Thus,

CA-Son-582, the principal town on Dry Creek during Skagps Phase times

ethnographic analogy can be both one of
archacology’s most useful and most misleading toals;
coution is necessary as one goes further back in time.
The people of the Skages Phasc cermainly did not live
like the Mihilakawna and Makahmo Pomo thousands
r.lnf"!.'na.rl. later, and the siex thi::,-' lefe behind must have
held different meani ngs for them.

LAKE SONOMA AREA
SETTLEMENT PATTERN

Settlement pattern studies focus on several
aspects of the distribution of people on the land. Lake
Sonoma project archacologises first studied individual
sites, secking the relaronships of Features within each
site, and between the site and itz setting. They alss
loaked ai n:ln.l!inmh.ip: amding =1 r.|ut.-|ti.-rl|1 1 g ik
they might reveal about economic, social, palitical,
and religious organizacion. Finally, all of the sites
were studeed as a whole to learn how peaple had used
their tnibelet terntory.

Territory

Inche southern Norh Coast Ranges, where Lake
Sonoma is located, a wribeler rerricory commondy
encompassed an entre drainage basin, with divisions
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:l.n-:l'ls ri.dgcl!npn betweon d rni.nagi::, niota |nng |:rv|;-|:|u
or arbierarily through valleys. In arcas thar were
particularly rich and large, such as the Russian River
Valley, no tribelet eould have held the entine anca;
here, boundaries often cue across the valley floor.
The Diy Creck drainage basin was also oo large for
single group, beginning near Yorkville and
terminating at the Russian River, a distance of about
25 miles. In some pares of California, ethnographers
have gu.l:hi:rcd. detailled information on trihelet
t-l:l'n'l:nl'il:::..]'.'lul'. the Lake Sonoma Arcd wias d:i:mptr:\d
so carly that only scanty, often conflicting,
information remains. (See map in Chapeer 9.)

The area may have contained the terriwey of owo
tribelers: the Mihilakawna in the middle of the
drainage, and the Shahkowwe in the nonh. In cach
case, we have only half the scory: Shahkowwe
werrivory would have extended outside the project
area—upseream towand Yorkville, taking in an equeally
valuable area just norch of the Diry Creck uplands: the
Mihilakawna tribelet center was probably further
downstream from the present dam sice, in cthe fertile
valley of lower Dy Creck. Sites on Warm Springs
Creek and ag its confluence with Diry Creek would
therefore have been peripheral to that eribelet’s
center. Project-arca archacologists drew the line
berween chese groups at Pricchec Peaks, an area of
dark precipicous cliffs that easily impresses the
observer as 2 “no man's land.” This is what
archacologists contended the central arca was—a sont
of buffer zone between the two territorics.

Archaeological recanseruction 15 the anly source
of information on the size of the group using the upper
torribory. Based on the extent of midden {habitation)
sitcs believed o have been occupicd at the same time,
archacologists propose that the population of the
upper Diry Creek eribelet was berween abour S04 to
less than 700 persons. Using dara from
archaeological, ethnographic, and documencary
soufces, the population of the Mihilakawna living
belvw Prtcheet Peaks has been estimated oo have been
beeween 300 and 500

Site Placement

Where did people place their sites within this
werritory? Whar principles mighe have guided them?
Anthropologist Alfred Krocbher was the first to note
that cthere was a decided preference for certain
locarions in Pomoan temitory: “the majoricy of the
principal villages of che Pomo, in fact of all cheir
setelements, lie on the north or east side of streams.”™

because “a :|-r.|||.r]'n:|'n OF western lc':l|:|'|-|:mu|'|:' wis I'J'u;
pleasanter” (4} This pactern generally held cruc
throughout the Lake Sonoma Arca drainages, where
maose living sites were on the nomh and cast sides of
watercourses, usually an terraces well removed from
the flood plain. In winter, Dy Creek became o
wurhulent river; if permanent living sites had been on
both sides of the creek. contace berween them would
have been lost for months. Some minor sites occurred
an the western and southern sides of xtreams 1in the
Dr:," Creck 1.||".|||1.r'|-|.|:. but thcie wWire pmh:l:l'!.' ﬂnl'g,'
used For shore periods during the summer.

Confluences of streams were also preferned site
locarions. In the Lake Sonoma Area, virtually every
Junction of & vributary stream with a major creck had
asite, even when the tributanies were small, unnamed
channels. When a confluence was without a site, the
topography was usually weo rugged for human wuse.
What acrractions did confluences hold? Springfed
tributaries would have served as a source of water,
but many of these creeks dried up in summer, and
some only flowed during rains, Une value of such
sereams is the alternative rowce of travel their terraces
offer; even the narrow ledges adjoining some small
crecks would have made scceptable foor paths. In
addition, crecks form vegetation eomMones—a meeting
of more than one plant communicy—which provide a
diversity of food for both humans and cheir prey.
Some archacologists recognize another feature of
confluences: they offer a sense of place. Human
interestin “a sensc of place™ can be scen in people’s
r]:|.i.|'l|.' habite. On a hike, for :.“.rnpll:. miost p-n'upk:
rarely stop to cat lunch in the middle of a large apen
ficld. Instead, they seck out a large rock, a pond, a
slope with a view, or a distinctive tree oo sit by,

Another partern insite placement is a preferenoe
fof cerain soils. Same sails are so rocky and thin thar
lieele grows there, resultng in a place oo barren for
habitation, lacking shade and sources of firewood.
Chther soils drain poordy: they become sodden and
wet, p-undjn!_ o flats and lum p'ingnn :Inpn:. To the
:ir:l'i:l.-l:nlngi.il'.. sonls dare alio exweellent 'lrll:l'u:n.l'.-ur: af
precontact environment, of considerable impartance
in areas that have wndergone radical change.
Hundreds of years afeer a marsh has been drained, for
example, the soil in the ares indicates former
conditions. An archasologist Finding a sive a1 the edge
of this soil type can understand why it was placed
there, seemingly “inthe middle of nowhere.™
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Four major soil cypes were identified in che Lake
Sonoma Area, each corresponding to a different eype
of vegetation zone (see Chapeer 2 for descriptions).
While the woodlan d-grassland environment was found
to contain the grestest number of living sioes, most
ianr'I'.unt il Izgn siecs in the Diry Creck uplu.m:h: wore
10 dn nal‘.acvcrgrccﬂ zone. Froam I:hi.:l, thr,:
archacologises concluded that the immediate
environment may have been of less importance in
locating principal towns than were other factors, such
as central location o the topography.

Archacologist Adrian Pracezellis studied the
relamonship of soil-vegetarion 2enes and Lake Sonoma
Arca site placement. Although he found thar there
wiere a few more wododland -gl‘:s:l:md sites than :mi_g_ht
have been Fl"l:iliL't-l:li from that #ome's stredm !'rnntn.gr_'
alone, in gencral the sites appcar o have been placed
in order to take advantage of good lecations along
major crecks, not according to soil-vegeration zone.
In Face, one living siee was placed in a chaparral 2one,
occupying only a sliver of the stream frontage,
suggesting thar major warercourses were important
enough o offset this zone’s disadvantages (5).

Mapping soil changes in an excavation unit at CA-Son-572

Site Types in the Lake Sonoma Area

Looking only at the number of sites in relation to
the amount of wmable land, the nonthern and southerm
greas of the Lake Sonoma pl‘nj:r_'l: ared might appear
simalar, The differences between the two areas—a
eribelet focal arcain the north, a peripheral area inthe
south—arne reflected insecad in the kinds of sites fownd
in cach. Site type, then, is as impontant oo scttlement
pattern studies asde is eo individual sive analysis,

The function of some Lake Sonoma Area sites
was fairly obwious. At cherm quarries, for example,
archacologists could see the scars where the material
had been excracted from the rock outcrop and the
heaps of discarded stone nearby. Since there was no
evidence of other activitics, they assumed chat the sive
was used mainly, of solely, o quarry chere, Flake
scatters, which consise primarily of the stone debris
lefe over from making or repairing rools, were also
easily recognized. Perroglyphs, a major site type in
the area, were less casily understood. The simplest of
these could be mistaken for namural phenomena, but
often the pies and grooves numbered inoo the scofes or
hundreds, and idencification was certain. Far less
cerain is how they were used in the pase although
ethnographers reponed rhar these features served as
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feruility rocks for Pomoan groups, it 15 likely that
their use changed over the years. Rescarchers have
offercd numerous proposals, ranging from the
mundane {territory boundary or trail markers) and the
magical {weather rocks, like those of the north coase)
to the esateric (astronomical siting devicesk Project
area archaeologist Martin Baumhoff convended thar
petroglyphs were once central o a “classic™ Pomoan
religion, serving a far broader function than they did
1M MOre fPecent fmes.

Prehistoric habitation sites in the project arca
were rocognized primarily by onc indicator: the
darkened soil called “midden.” Midden develops
when people have lived and prepared food, earen, and
consciously of inadvertently disposed waste in the
same arca over a long penod of time., The resulting
soil is soft, friable. and slightly greasy ro the touch,
ranging from medium brown o a rich black.
Diispersed chrough the sail are firecrscked rocks, used
githerin the spone-boiling cooking process or o form
a ring arcund a fire. Where prescrvation is good,
there are usually also bits of shell and bone. D akes
many years of eccupation for midden o develop.
Sevenal Lake Sonoma Area midden sices were more
than two meers {more than six fece) deep, indicating
long and intensive ocoupation,

Habitation sites were also recognized by the
presence of house pits: saucer-shaped depressions in
the soil which were all that remained of the
semisubterrancan housefloors of dwellings and
:.ul:rn.bl'l,r houses. In MiAnY afeas of the waorld, pmpl.l:
built their homes of stone or clay bricks, leaving the
outlines of their strucoures as evidence of where they
cooked, slept, stored cheir food, and worshipped. In
central California, where structures wefe buile of
branches and brush, the only nonorganic elements
were the earthen flooss themselves, and these have
frequently been obliterared by laver use. Only rarely
does enough remain o allow scientists o make
detailed observarions of the intemal seructure of o
site. Olne site on I]r':.' Coreeck was a welecome ctl:l:pl:i'm-
HEI.'E. n.rs.'h.lcn]u!'_:isb ﬁmndE] wr:||-d-ﬂﬁ ned hnl.u-r:p:ih.l
with such details as evidence of entrance doors and
connecting passages botween houses clearly intact
{see deseription of CA-Son-598 in Chaprer 7k

Housepis mot only signal living sites and indicate
how people lived within them, they also reflect
population size, [Fhousepits are no longer discernible,
an estimate can be made of the number of houses that
would likely have been there, given the size of the

ste. P'I'I'I-ji':l’.‘l: :II'I:}I:H’."\'IJII:JE;!I!. wsedd a 'Fnrrhula. :Etw: |npr_'|]
by demographer Sherburne Cook and archacologist
Robere Heizer, bath of ULE Berkeley, after an
extensive soudy of cthnographic house sizes and
numbers of inhabitanes, Archacologists used this
method—fguring one house per 158 square merers
and six persons per houwse—uo determine the number
of people living at project-area sies,

Dating Lake Sonoma Area Sites

Once siee function was derermaned, projoct
archaeologists had wo determine the sites” tme of use.
Often time periods had o be treated broadly: sites
werne sometimes said o have been occupied ac the
same time if they shared the same distinctive time
markers, such as a particular ool style, bur a sine was
not necessarly occupied throughout a cultural period.
For example, a habitation sice with a millingstone, a
Skaggs Phase nime marker, could have been occupied
as much as 2500 vears lacer than anocher with the
same toaol,

From ethnographies, we know chat historic-
period Indian growps changed residence often

Often a serdlement split: a perty quarrzl, a
shorening supply of some food in the viginity,
adeath, or mere indifferent instabilicy would
lead to a living apart without any scnse of a
divmion h:v:irlg maken |:|J.nl.'-|:-"'.|."|'|'|.|.-.' settlements
of a few h:m:u-:.:rrung up, decreated, or were
t-l:lt:l“].' uh:lml-rll'l.ud; and t]'u:'r'l. :lFt-L'f‘ the pu:izugr_'
of a few years or a gencration or two, when
the memory of the amen or disaster or foud
that had caused their desertion had weak ened,
might come o be reoccupicd (6.

The resules of climatic change could have caused
people to abandon a sive: the water souree a village
depended on may have dried up, or a once open
terrace became choked with shrubs, Sudden natural
events also caused changes in residence. A landslide,
for example, could divert a creck, thus isolating a sitc
for hundreds of vears wntil the creek finally cuc
through and resumed itz old course. Sometimes
abandonment and resccupation of a sive beft its record
in the soil: lavers of sterile soil (soil without evidence
of human use ) were present berween midden lavers ac
several Lake Sonoma Area sites, Other sites in the
praoject area may also have been abandoned and then
reinhabived, but if licde soil was deposited in the
interim, there was no apparent division between
separate occupations. Archacological excavators are
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careful to abserve the slightest soil changes as they
dig_: athin I:},'nrnfcli:.':.- mi.ghl'. represent several yeurs
fnf'ﬂnmlirlg.. duri ng wl'lit.:l'i ithe :lil:-l: 1.:|:r|.1[d not hove been
used.

Datng archacological sites, fortunately, is not
dependent on finding artifaces characteristic of a
particular vime. Time-diagnostic arifaocts from
project-area sives were relagively rare, usually no
mire than two or three per unit {one-meter-square
excavation pits). Stone flakes left over from
t-unimu.kin;, however, were abundane in mose units,
and these were used ln:nh'c the |'i|"n-1:||l:rn Chert wos
the firse tool making material g be used in the project
arca. As population grew, trade and travel expanded
and the superior gqualitics of obsidian were
recognized. Obsidian began o dominate as the
preferred maverial, and finally ie virually replaced
the lecal chert. IF a sive was found to contain only
absidian, then, it was likely to have been occupied
during the Smith Phase, beginning abowe A. L) 13060,
A site with only chert could mark the Skages Phase,

CA-Son-598, a site that provided a rare look at village com posifion

and a mixture of materials might signal the
intermediate Dy Creek Phase, Auhucnlngi:u SO0
r¢mg,|'|'|?:l:-d. another vamable: in the |.|:|.|-|;I|: Sonoma
Areca, people oocupying sites adjacent to che two chere
gquarrics on Warm Springs and Yorty crecks
overwhelmingly preferred chem, even up to the
hiseonc perioed.

Another method used o dave the Lake Sonoma
Area sives wias a process called “seriation.” based on
the observarion that scyles and shapes of arcifacts
nhunsﬂd. ane gy pee h-r:ing xl:‘n-wi':.r :'-l:pL:l;l:l;t h},r:nnth{:r,
which was then replaced by a third. Once the
sequence of styles had been established,
archacological sites in the arca could be dated relative
to anc another, using the sites’ arnfacts 43 a guide.
Placing the seyvlistic sequence in time required that
phyvsical peses be performed to provide specific dates
for the moest distinctive anifact cypes,

The most commeonly used and least expensive
physical dating method was obsidian hydration
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Prehistoric u:huﬂukil field laboratory in the Lake Sonoma Project Area

analysis, Obsidian absorbs warer at a constant rate,
leaving a fine rim of discolored material at the outer
edge of the picce, which can be seen and measured
using a microscope: old picces have wide rims, while
very recent picces may show no rims ac all. A great
dedl can be said with a Jargc ::mph: of obhadian, even
when absolute dates cannot be determined. Since
project-arca crew members kept precise information
on the lecation and depth at which cach sample was
found, the resules of the analysis read like a calendar
recording the time that cach level of soil was
deposited at 4 sive.

Radiocarbon dating is a more precise method,
giving a Fairly narrow range, such as 3098 years old,
'plu: ar minus 9 WEars, Severdl radiocarbon dates
wiero dl':!l!’l'l'ni.l‘!ﬂl:l for |.n.h:|: E-nnnrnn. Ah‘:n:il‘.ﬂ. biut the
process was an expensive one (more than 1 cimes the
cost of obsidian hydracion analysis), and ineact
samples of sufficicent size were rare. Insecad, the
burden af dating the sites fell on seriation, ratios of
absidian vo chese, and obzidian hydration readings.

Even when sites could be dated to a particular
cultural period, another Kind of dating was necessary.
If we were able to map only those sites that were

cocupied during the same year, the apparent
population would still be too high because of the
scasonal movements among Pomoan groups.
Permanent towns were cccupicd throughout the year,
but by a much reduced population in summer and fall;
F-EI'I'.LII.PI unl}' ol Fﬂ:up!u and }*ﬂungchih‘.’lﬂ:n remained
behind, while the rest of the residents moved to
summercamps. [n addicion, these camps were rancly
inhabited all scason; more frequently, families moved
through a number of summer camps during the scason
to take advaneage of ripening foods. Lake Sonoma
project archacologises recognized a number of elues
thar indicared season of occupation. The location of
the sive—within a floed plain thar would be submerged
in winter or within a dry deainage with nowater in the
summer-—aften l.usgl:l.tcd season of use. In some
rﬂgil:ln:... sE udil;: u'F.:l'lil'l'L:l r-|:|'|‘|.li:|1: at a sie can gi.w:
maore precise clues; the bones recovered may be from
migracing water fowl thae are only in the arca for a
few weeks of months of certain scasons, or bone of
young fawn may be used wo fix che site’s eccupationin
the spring. In the acid soils of the Nomh Coast
Ranges, however, few identifiable bones survive w
be found by archacologists.
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Warm Springs Sites Categorized hy
Area, Depth, and Richness of Midden

Large Medium Small
rich med poor rich med poor rich med poor

593 582 597 566 572 576

Deep gg; i
584

a8 578 583 577 313
Shallow 63 604
589
601
505
579 586 564
Surface L a
592
588
587

LAKE SONOMA AREA SITES
Northern Section

Before Lake Sonoma inundated the area, Dy
Creek flowed chrough an open valley north of
Pritcchett Peaks, Some of the arca'’s largest sites
occurred just norch of the peaks, where stream
terrzces formed wide meadows and cthe creek was
broad and slow, Towards the west, the valley became
narrow, shopes dropped off steeply to the creek, and
the water flowed more briskly., The only available
spots for habitation in this arca were narmow terraces
above flood level. Despite cheir restricted locations,
the sices in this area were once of major impomance.
At the eastern end of the projece area, Yorey and
Cherry creeks flowed toward Dry Creek chrough
narrow wooded canyons; here living space was also
restricied, but, unlike the western section, the camps
and hamlets in the cast were onlly sparsely used,

Scveral major resources attracted poople to the
northem sectien. First, there was che open temain,
which offered ample living space and made cravel and
communication relatively easy. Plant life in the area
was :l'l'|.'|:|'.-:-|:. with both an abundance ::|'|.d a vn.rint'g,' of
economecally importane eaks. The northern section
also offered some of the best fishing in the area. and
hunting here and furcher west coward the Gualala
divide was considered ougstanding during the 19ch
CEnTury,

Archacologists grouped the sites in che norchernn
section sccording to size, depth, and nchness ( based
on the guancity of archagological materials within a
1{-centimerer excavamon level). As can be seen in the
above mble, mostof the sites fitour understanding of
ethnographic site types. Large sites are defined as
having 20 or more housepits, giving an estimated
population of at least 1200 people cach, Tt is not
surprising to find at the large end of the scale that
these sites were also deep and rich. These two sites
ICA-Son-582 and -593H 1, n-u:urli.cd at different cime
|:u:ri|:|r]!:. wre candidates for the |'|-rir'.||:i|'ﬂ| town af this
eribelee, the focal point for che cluster of sites. Small
living sites had room for only one or ewo houses; the
majorty of these, which proved e be either shallow
af surface sites, were likely vo have been seasonal
camps visited sccasionally for a few days every few
vears for hunting, fishing, or gathenng other foods
or resources. Berween these two groups are the
medium-sized sites, most of chem showing long-term,
medinm-i ntonsigy ul:tupa!in . .'l!'_:lin. these fie well
into the ethnographic site vpes: anc might call them
the hamlets, or sacellice villages, occupied by four or
five familics who formed a kin group. The display of
those sites also mects another expectation: from
cthnographic analogy, one would expect only one or
two lafge towns at any one time and numerous small
surface camps,

Bur some interesting guestions are raised
elsewhere on the table. One large site. CA-Son-5379,
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T vy few n.rli.fnm ar I:|:||:r|:|'|'r.|.5:irl5 wasie and o
midden indicating habieation. Why was such a large
arca wsed so sparsely? So little information came
from chis site that the question remains unanswernod.
Far mare curious ane the sites that are small, yee deep
and rich:; there is nothing in the ethnographic
lizerarure to explain their use.

Perched on nearly inaccessible, boulder-strewn
:an::-u, the two simall, dl:(:p sites—Poodside (CA-S0m0-
571) and Randed Rock Paal (CA-Son-572)—arc
estentially ewins, One-quarter mile apant in the
rugged western section, their high, narrow torraces
overlook deep, still pools in the creek. Next to cach
pool, on a lower terrace, abundane food-grinding
tools indicate family use for centuries. Just
downstream are two petroglyphs of unuswal
proportions; over 25 Feet long and 12 feer high, one of
these perroglyphs is covered with hundreds of
cupules, 'T'he pwo small sives and the two major towns
downstream are the focal poines of the following
sertlement hisvory proposed by archasologist
BaumhofT,

Beginning in the early Skaggs Phase about 30000
B.C., the Cherry Creck site (CA-Son-582) was the
major town. It lay on a promontory several miles
downstream from the twin pool sites, in the
topographically gentler area just north of Pritcchet
Peaks. At chis time, cocupation of Banded Rock Pool
{CA-850n-572) had begun. Later in Skaggs Phasc
times, people also began living at Poolside (CA-Son-
571}, and even the l:'ll'l'!.' nl:l‘.':.lpal:inn aof chis site shows
an eéextreme spm.'in.li::utiun in ioalmaks ng. w:il:h
obsidian appearing here long before it was introduced
clsewhere inthe Lake Sanoma Arca,

Towards the end of the Skagps Phase, around 500
B.C.. and on inte the Dy Creck Phase, activiey at
these twin sites began w flower. The intensity of
welmaking sugpests a degree of specializavion ar these
sites rarcly seen in California. In face, during che Dy
Creek Phase alone, Poolside produced ong-gquarer of
all the abaidan waste ﬁ.n.h:l:i 'Fnund mithe entire |'l|.'|'.'tle'I':t
area for all three perieds. More people moved ncar
this cluster during the time of the Diry Creck P hase;
two new hamliets developed downstream, one at the
claborate perroglvph mentioncd above. The
population of this Livele enclave had grown from about
adozen people to over 75, but no more than one or
owo familics were living at each of the pool sives. As
the archacologists put it, “rremendous things were

happening at the 571-5372 complex™ during the Diry
Creck Phase (7).

While the Poolside complex was expericncing its
florescence, the major town downstream had been
abhandoned. and the bulk of the populanon had moved
to the broad open rerrace at CA-Son-593fH.
Perroglyphs were also present ar this site, bur they
formed quine a different pattern from the large, fairly
walated haolders upsEream, Here they were found on
36 :m.a]!. flai boulders n::ttl:t'ull at the cr.‘isn urﬂ'pr:
werrace, fully accessible o everyone walking from the
wown to the creck. Although the population during the
[y Creek Period was high, the midden at the site
suggests less intensive, wider-ranging activities,

From the population shifis and acrivities
represented by the maverial remains, Baumboff
proposed that the Poolside complex was an enclave
for specialists including 1) the craders, since the
ohsidian was browght there from many riles away; 2)
the crafismen, becawse of the large number of
ohsidian chips and specialized tools; and 3) the
shamans, because of the petroglyphs. He concluded
that the tribeler leaders lived at the Poolside complex,
while the common people lived at CA-Son-5937H.
Such specialization has been known o occur in
epalitanan socketies, but when it takes place along
with segregation of residence, then it s likely that
class distinctions are present,

Indications of social stratfication have been
found elsewhere in the California ur:ha.cuingii‘::l
record. It is not uncommon to find prehistoric
cemeteries in which some burials have abundane
wealth items and others have none. Generally these
burials reflect o gradual increase in wealth
consciousness and status over time, with the basie
pattern remaining primarily egalitarian. A pair of
sitcs on the Tiburon Peninsula in Marin County offers
a rare parallel vo the ey Creek paceern (8). From a
study of burials at chese sites, archaeologise Tom
King p-mrmn:d that the I:u'g-_lz shellmound site was
ﬂl::up-icﬂ Fril.‘nd.r“]r |'.'|1l|r FEI:IPJI! of low slatus, while a
small site overlooking it had been the home of the
upper class. Before this find, archacologises gencrally
cquatcd large sites with social importance, while
small sives were considered peripheral to the society.
The Tiburon sites date to the same time span as the
period of the Dry Creek Phase, when the Poolside
complex was in flower. At Dry Creek, the case is
more pronounced, with several sites supporting the
hypothesis,
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Archacologists take notes at CA-Son-571

A r|'|.:|j|:|'r ch ange ocoumred in the northern section
durning the Smith Phase. Poolside was abandoned, and
Banded Rock Pool became an 1|n|:|i.-:tir.|gui:]'.||:-|! Lite.
The hamleis den:ill.i.ng them were seill :l-ur_'llpicd. bt
they no lunj_',;l:r gave evidence of spl:l.:iulir.nl.i:nn-
CA-Son-593H remained the major town, but areifacts
became abundant, suggesting thar specialists may
have lived with the rest of the communizy. Ta
archacologise Baumhoff, this shift indicared a change
from an hypothesized earlier Pomo religion which
encouraged rigid social stratfication, o the more
egalitarian Kuksu cult, which was practiced into the
histange p:rb:l-u.i.'l'.lll: kuksu was broaught to the Central
Valley of California by Peautian Eroups: pl:l:rplc:. who
began migrating inte California from their homeland
in Oregon scveral thousand yoars ago, scetling
portions of the Norch Bay around 500 B.C, Penutians
may mever have ventured near Dy Creek: some of
their echnological innovations and their religion,
however, gradually spread throughour cencral
California. Project archacologists suggested tharthe
Diry Creek Phase represenced the height of Pomoan
culowre, with the beginning of the Smith Phase, around

A.D. 1300, marking the end of Pomoan
distinctiveness. By the time of historic contact,
cultural differences between Pomoan and Penutian

groups had become minimal.

Some archacologists sce this history of Dey Creck
as oo claborate for the available evidence: in fact,
Baumhaoff proposed it with cauwtion. What is of
greavest intercst here are the Rinds of ideas abour
economics, sociopolitical structure, and the role of
religion that can be generaved from looking ac sive
groups rather than isolaved sives. Fuoure selement
pattern studies may clarify some of these ideas,

Southern Section

Wamn Springs Creek flowed through a8 mode
restricted canyon than Diey Creek, and fewer areas
were suited For habitation. Bur where open Mats were
present in the lower part of the drainage, some large
important villages were found. While no large
villages were present further upsoream, seme small,
deep sites arrest oo long use.

10
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Several important resources may have atracted
people tothe Warm Springs drainage. A major orail o
the coast, o become the Stewart's Poine-Skagps
Springs Road in the lawe 19ch century, followed the
ereek. The trip o Stewant’s Point required one or two
overnight stops, and some of the archacological
remains in this area may have been left by outsiders
who did not congrol the area—people from the Russian
River Valley and Clear Lake who made annual trips
to the cosst. The drainage was also rich in plants:
NUMETrous |:||:|.j1:|r Hl:dat htdﬂ WwWorc FiFIJ I'Id hl:l.'-l:. H.I'Id It
WS ONC nfthc [E“' FJIH.'E.‘ ]mﬂ I I':r' “'hfl'E !I"II: II'I.'I P‘!ﬂ'l:ll'lt
medicinal and ceremonial plane Angelica could sl
be found late in the 20th century. The drainage alsa
held abundane eracts of tan saks, especially peized for
their large, rich acorns. The majos mineral resources
were present: 4 large, heavily used chert guarey, and
Kahowani, the hot springs laver vo become the Skapges
Springs resort

Ma p:lmp;l'g,'ph: were found by archasologists in
this scction, an abscnce thae is especially curious
given the sacred importance of the area
cthaographically, For the Kashava (Southweseern
Poma) people of Stewart’s Poine, the area is imbued
with spiritual significance, and travel through the
drainage requires special ritual observances.
Perroglyphs may have been more often associared
with the core of a rribeler. a8 we saw in the northern

Cotaloguing artifacts in the Lake Sonoma prehistoric field lab

section; If 50, chey would be expected in the lower
Dy Creek Valley and not in this peripheral area,

There were two site clusters in che southenn
section, totaling 14 living sites. Eight of chese, most
of which could not be dared, were probably temporary
COMmps for small Eroups. It is pois sible that Kahowan
(CA-Son-5%) was once a focal point for the arca.
Anchropologist 5.A. Barrett reported that numerous
mortas, |1~|:s|:|1::., ather large stone implnmr_'rl.l:l-. and
arfowheads had been noted 1:!1,' the ﬁkjggﬂ F:Frringr:
pmpril:tur around the begi rllt'tng of the 2lth century,
but by the time the lecation was acquired by the Corps
af Enginccers, little remaincd of the site. Sinee there
wene as many as 300 daily gueses during the resort’s
heyday, it seems likely that most Indian “curios”
would have been picked up, while the extensive land
modification, for resomn construction, mining
operations, and later Corps of Enginecrs activities
might well haove abliterated all medden or other
evidence of oo uFJl:iu-rL

Descendanes of the Makahmo and Mihilakawna
do not recall hearing of these springs, bue Kashaya
clders know of intensive use of the area by their
people. According to the elders, the hot springs wens
used o trear the sick. Several docrors stayed ar the
sprimgs, each owning a scparate pool ar which curing
ceremonies were performed. The springs were
conmsidered sacred, and peaple approached them only
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after pn}-ing and p-n'rl'urming .-|-|E||:|:i:|.|. rrbunals l";'}. Hot
!ﬁl’ll'.ll.'lg,! WECre il!-ﬂ H.IEIEII !itl:l i.l'l DtI'IEI' ancas D"F
California, and mundane activines such as food-
processing wore carfied out elsewhere. The presence
of food-grinding equipment and arrowheads ar CA-
Son-594 sugpests a different, perhaps earlier, use of
these springs,

The mose striking feamre of the living sites on
Warm Springﬂ:ﬂrnci was the Iua'gn number of hamlets
FI'E'!ETIL Several nl" thise were Fmbah!':,' I!nml'n'tlmrg,-
camps, suggesting an unuwsually large number of
people together in the summer, during a scason when
populations arc belicved to have boen more dispersed.
Four of the hamlet-sized sites were deep, rich
middens, indicating longes, vear-round use. Two sites
dare from the beginning of the Skages Phase through
the Smith, and perhaps inte historic times. The
imponant rail in the aréa may account for some of
the sparser hamlers, With the presumed principal
wown of this territory abowe 10 miles downstream in
the middle of Dy Creck Valley, the more heavily
oceupicd Warm Springs hamlets do noc fic the
ethnographic patem, in which satellice villages were
within an easy walk of the tribelet cencer,

Chive af ﬂ1n:|c m:jnr hu.m||:|!.-|. 1.::||||:r] ﬂr-r!glm Dak
Place (CA-Son=-556/H), was an ::.p-r:r_'i:“‘f de cp
midden, more than three meters, or approximatcly 10
fect, deep. The site was rich in ardfacts, toolmaking
debris, firecracked rock, and animal bone. In
addirion, obsidian artifacts appeared eatly ar this site,
and they consistently—sometimes greatly—
outnumbered chere toals. T is tempring o propose
that the sive was the home of specialis, like those on
upper iI.—J'r':.' Creck, bot :urrnum:ling %1 e gi.l.'c litele
suppeont for this idea. There was a com P lete absence
of the very small, rich sites found in the northern
area; if specialises were living at Oregon Cak Place,
they followed a different patbern,

The vwo other deep sites were first occupied
during Dry Creek Phase times, suggesting thar
population had grown by chis point. One was CA-Son-
553, called “Double Black Diire Delea™ by the survey
crew, found at the only opening in the namow canyomn
for over a mile in either direction, Shell was relatively
abundantat this site, suggesting frequent visies oo the
coast, Unusual finds were some rounded clamshell
bead blanks, some with holes and some withot,
suggesting that the making of shell money occurned at

Archaeologists at work at a site on Warm Springs Creek

105



Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

thi siee. In l‘.hl: TUAF rot anyoen abaui uru:-qua.rtr!l' m:‘lc
downsercam from the site, a waterfall poured into
deep pools filled with trout—one of the morc
important fishing spots in the drainage. Ar the
westernmost end of Ehe southern secton, Serene Flat
{CA-Son-544/H) was another rich midden site, alsa
occupied from the Dry Creck Period up to the time of
contact. Among the abundant amifaces found at this
sine was the only complere clam disc bead found in the
pmjn:l! daren, u:igni:ng the sate’'s later ph.u,'u: by parst
A, 1500,

Rancheria Creek was the major tributary of
Warm Springs: it flowed vear-round through a small
valley containing a cluster of relared siees just
upstream from it conflucnce with Warm Springs
Creck. A focal peine of chis cluster was the Broken
Bridge sive (CA-Son-547/H) on a small terrace one-
half mile upstream from the confluence, near a serics
of shallow bedrock pools. The terrace was first
accupied o the beginning of the Skaggs Phase, and
occupation continwed throwgh the Diry Creck Phase.
By the Smith Phase, cthe sive was too small o
accommodate all the inhabitanes, and a nearby terrace
{CA-Son-346/H) may have housed the overflow of the
population. Three other midden sites were nearby, all
assigned to the Smith Phase, indicating a contnued
growth of population and 2 need o expand, Despite
the small size of these sites, they appear to have
comprised a year-round population center.

Several questions arise from a look at the sites in
thiz grea. The intensive use of many of the sites
suggests more than a peripheral hunting-collecting
area, and Further rescarch may reveal chae the people
in this arca were organizcd quite differently than
cthnographic information indicares,

Central Section

The central section—the buffier zone berween the
rwo mribelets according o Lake Sonoma project
archacologists—was bounded by Pricchett Peaks on
the norchwest and the mouth of Warm Springs Creck
on the southcast, Upstrcam, the canvon was stcep
sidled. Terraces were narrow, focky, and densely
wooded, and travel along the creek was difficult.
Towards Dy Creek’s confluence with Warm Springs
Creck, near the present-day damsive, the arca opened
to broad flat terraces, ideal for nadive living sites. In
addition vo good fishing in the central section, major
sedpe beds were found near the confluence, and useful
willow stands were abundant.

In the wostornmenst fwao males of I]'u:' I:I:.rll:ml
scction, only one archacological site woas present.
This site had one housepit but no midden; excavating
in the arca revealed only one flake. Much of ehe soil
in this stretch has been identified as “Rock Land™ in
the Sonoma County soil sumey, not an inviting
mediom for habication (10). Further downstream, a
weakly developed midden appeaned, bur few artifacts
were found and none could be used to dare the site,

Ohe s16e towand the castérn ¢ mid nfﬂ'ﬁs -If::l'l':,'l.lll'l 1%
of great interest, although investigation of the sitc
vielded little information. On a wooded flae on the
south side of the ereck, CA-Son-598 is the only large
habitation siee thae does not eonform to the pattern of
living on the sunnicr slopes of drainages. There wens
21 well-defined housepits on the terrace, indicating a
population size of around 120 people. One of the
depressions was sufficiently large o have been a
dancehouse. At the edpe of the creek, a single
petroglvph was fownd—the only one ouside the
northern section. What made this site unusual was not
jusk its shady, inaccessible location, but the face that
there was no midden and only a few culoural materials
were present in a siee chag cleardy housed a lanpe
population. Interviews carried out with a descendant
of the Diry Creck people gave insight inoo its history
(11}, which is described in Chaprer 7.

Remains of the two sites (CA-Son-342 and -6000)
on the open terraces near che Warm Springs/Diry
Creek confluence were so damaged through historic
use that ti'l::':,r left little nl'-l:l'iu.-::nln—gil.':l informatian.
F ram I:h¢ b culiu ml = maiﬂ:., ie 15 clear ehat thl:!ll:
superior locations were among the firse oo be oocupicd
in early prehistoric times. During the historic period,
they were agsin the first arcas known to have becn
occupied, this time by Eurcamerican farmers who
seasonally plowed the soil. This annual chuming of
the sites’ contents, and the curio collecting thar was
common among carly settlers, stripped the sites of
alrmoat all evidence of their prehiscoric oocupartion,

The study of the Lake Sonoma Arca sites and
their interrelationships vielded massive amounts of
information regarding scttlement pactern, which
required equally massive cfforts to interprot. Amalysis
of some sites and their setongs ook months, even
yvears. The complete study of 61 sites could be a
lifetime's work, and many questions still remain
unanswered, Archacologists interesced in sevtlement
pacrem will no doube be studying these daca for many
decades after the creation of Lake Sonoma.
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Artifacts collected over the yvears from near the present damsite, photographed af o
Lake Sonoma Area home, 1974
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University of Californka Anthropologist 5.A. Barrett at door of Pomoan summer dwelling
{photo by 5.A . Barrett, courtesy of the Lowie Museum, University of California, Berkeley
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CHAPTER 7

HisToriCc SETTLEMENT PATTERN: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY

IsTRODUCTION

T'he prehistoric selement pattern discussed in
Chapeer 6 may appear rather static, with little roam
for innovarion or change. This was certainly not the
case; many aspocts of change leave no discernibleo
trace for the archacologist m interpret, Only for
relatively recent times, well ineo thie 19th century, do
wie have direct knowledge of the causes of change in
patterns of local sertlement and demography. As our
studics take us forward into the historic past, oral
tradition and written sources can be used to
reconseruct cthese pacterns, often with specific
reference o the Lake Sonoma Area icself. As history
i5s often reckoned in connection with critical events,
these sources tend o document major dismptions to
existing patterns of life, providing an imeresting
contrast to the picture of a tmeless equilibrivm
implied by che description of delicately ouned seasonal

MOVCITICILS.

NATIVE AMERICAN SETTLEMENT

Mative Americans in
the Early Historic Period

The coming of Europeans caused change oo the
entire native population on a hithero unprecedented
scale, Yer there is every reason to believe that
influences such as economic innovation, local
environmental change, regional warfare, and the
spread of new religion had broughe aboue simelar,
though less drastic, types of change in the past, the
details of which are now lost oo ui There I'ing_:,lis! ic
and .l:rl:h:nulugil:.a.l evidence, for E:l::lI'I'I.PJI!.. that the
first inhabicanes of the project arca were displaced by
Pomoan “invaders,” whe expanded from the Clear
Lake region to ke over most of the North Coast
Ranges. There is alsoevidence from the more reccnt
past thar major disruption of native northern
Californian lifeways began before the firse Spanish or
Russian setlement in the area. Some scholars believe
that intermittent contact between Hith-contury coastal
ﬂ'pinmm and California Indians may have resulted in
t|.'1¢ ﬂpid!ptmr] af F.'IJI'I:FP'I!.IH -d'l:l;:.!ts th rnu!-_l'l-rlut I']'lr,:
region. Thus, the native population may have been
considerably reduced before European scttlement of
Califarnia.

In a study of population erends, Sherburne Cook
cstimated that the aumber of missionized Indians
declined by about 62 percent during the mizsion
period, Lack of resistance to introeducesd discases—
smallpex and influenza, in particular—took its toll on
the native population, both mission-dwelling and free.
In E‘cncml. the mission Indians fared worse.

The pn]julu.tinn af nnn-rr!:isiiun northern and
valley groups was depleted chrough warfare, discase,
and forced removal, but the native peoples eventually
adopred types of behavior, including new technigues
of defensive warfare, caleulated to svop further loss of
eerritory and integrity and o insure their ultimare
survival. These Mative Californians managed vo retain
much of their social and religious character while
appropriating and modifying a few fearurcs of YWhire
material culture. Cook sugmested thar the mon-mission
Indian had evolved new behavior patterns which, “if
he had been left alone, might have permitced him o
cope on fairdy even terms with the invading race™ (1)

Beginning in 1823 with the escablishment of the
Mission San Francisco Solano de Sonoma, native
groups o the north of Santa Kosa were subject to
raids, capture, and conversion by [beroamerican
forces, Local Pomoans were taken as neophytes to the
Sonoma Mission, but many staved only a short time
before flecing and returning home., The Russian Banon
v W’rungcl]. who traveled up the Rupxxian River in
1833 wrote of the fate of wme of these I'ug.itir-l:s. Hix
expedition stopped with a group consisting mainly of
Indians who had escaped from the Sonama Mission
and lived in the “impenctrable foreses,™ ready vo repel
any further attacks by outsiders, Although on more
friendly rerms with the natives than were the
Iberoamericans, the Russians also forcibly remaoved
Pomoan women and young boys, aking them to
Russia gs wives and servants.

It was ||.|_|.t befare this tme, duri.ng the 1820=
ul:rL'r.rq'rJil'lg to k nuwludgcn ble Pomasa §] trubeal :l:huiu.r:-.
that a Spanish pricst arrived at the principal Makahmo
village, located near the present community of Ase,
and began forcibly baptizing s inhabivanes in the
villape assembly house,
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Mission San Francisco Solane de Sonoma, established 1823 [restored]

Une of the local captains and his supponers
proteste d the '|'\-r||:':q.|;". actnn and prrlrn:n-,:n:i that the
man be killed. Other villnpers were afraid that if the
pril::-n: were opposed he would curse the entire
community, Finally, the dissenters secretly moved
aut of the village and, in their search for another
terrory to claim, came upon the Diry Creek aplands.

This location had the pwin advaneages of beimg
both off the main north-south tral, and therefore
relatively secure from further alien incursions, and
|.'u:i|:|p. unelaimed L'l':- other tribelets at that time.
Members of the group laver moved into the upper Dy
Creck Yalley, either joining or replacing the area’s
ariginal inhabitants. One [ndian elder had been wold
that some of the original {(Dry Creek) people had
r.'q:-ngrl:g_'ltcd at o |.1.rr_c. nomake 1.'i|]u.|.:|: in the r|.||_r|gi:-::|
arca bencath Pricchett Peaks, Some of 1ts residents
were said to have starved to death when, in later
yvears, they bocame oo fearful of being scen by
setelers even o venture out of their hidden village to
gather fpod. This SLOY may refer o the 'rill_mt of
Amacha, probably locared ar archacological sive CA-
Son-598, which was excavared in 197% (2).

The archazological remains of Amacha included
a i.'.n:lmrlh,:\: of 21 hous L!Fil:". on the souich bank of Dy
Cireck, directly below Prcchett Peaks, A pe :rl':,-g_h_,'rlh
rock containing 31 cupules was located at one cnd af
the site, Juast ahove [ Iry Lircck. Archacologists fisured
no evidence of midden and practically no cultural
materials at Amacha, unhke other 'L'iilugc wites. Rased
on this ncgative evidence and the apparently
unfinished seare of some of the housepits,
archacologists suggest thae Amacha was only occupied
fisr a shore time and may have been abandoned prios to
s c:rl'l!l]!lll:lil.‘lu I_."i]. Given the aumber af hL".IH.'E'I'i‘l'.l-
however, the population of the village would have
been relatively large—perhaps more than 100 people.
According to Pomaan scholars, the Hill family lived
at Armacha until they were routed out by soldiers in
the 1850,

The bricf period of the 1830s through the 18504
saw the conversion of the Mihilakawna and eheir
neighbors from a conditon of self-sufficiency to ane
|_||'|j|_-]':u:- ndene ¥ oon WIgS work, with starvation as the
aleernative. The transition resulved from loss of land
and an enormous death rave, caused both by milivary
means and by the new epidemics of smallpox,
syphilis. and influenza that swept the Norch Bay area,
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Site of Mative American villuge “ Amacha®™ [CA-Son-593]

decimating the Indian population and making many of
those who remained unable to gather sufficient food
in cradetional WY, Among the mili tary amd
paramilitary accions were Mexican General Vallejo's
raids of the 18305, during which villages were
destroved. The nacive inhabitants of the northern
froneier were eventually subdued; many people took
refuge in the hills, while others stayed on at their few
remaining villages, which were being engulfed by the
newly cstablished Mexican ranchos.

Inm 1843 José German Pefia fled a pevition for a
land grane in the Dry Creek and Alexander valleys.
The skewch map filed wich his claim indicaved four
Indian villages, or rancherias, possibly including
Ahkamodot {CASon-612) eo the north of the Pefia
adabe, Befare the Gald Rush, Indians T.u:-r!l'ur mied
neardy all of the work on California ranchos, To avoid
rancho life, many Native Americans abandoned their
principal villages and, in small groups, settled remote
regions of their original verritory: some of the
archasological sites in the Lake Sonoma Area date to
this penod of dispersal. The flight wthe hinverlands
caused labor problems on many ranchos, including
the neighboring Sotoyome grant near Healdsburg.
Such labor shomages were commonly overcome by

kidnapping native peoples. This practice continued
well ingo the 1860s, when Indian children were sold
h':,' krd NAPPETs o settlers as houschold servantcs (<),

Amerncans rapidly settled the Diry Creek YValley
during the 1850s. As described in ﬂh.:pl.l::r 5, some
St cd on what was the Pefas” claim, while athers
ventured onto public lands. According to the 1852
comsus, Willvam Miles (father of Elizabeth Pritchere)
and his ewo sons, the Pefas, lsaac Stailey (uncle of
Malinda Miller Scoted, Joel Ragan, and a few other
sertlers were then living in the Dy Creek Valley. The
census also noced that 80 Indians lived on the Pefa
Banch, some of whom undoubredly worked as
vaqueros. The fortunes of the Pefias and these MNative
Califernians were closely linked, The Pomoans
HIJIJF“L-IJ thf FE s 'I'I'l'.h -] !'_'I'H:ﬂrl 1:1.'.‘1-|:-|.' fn:r\vl.'i: :ll'l:l. !'.IIl.E
to their large number, an advantage in holding the
Trabaco Rancho against squatters. In return, the
Pefias supplicd the Pamoans with food, clothing, and
a place to live in relative security. A nacive woman,
Juana Cook, was married to Pancho Pefa, the brother
of grant holder José German.

Az the sewlement of northern California
guickensd in che 18505, an effor was made 1o move
thie native peoples onto newly created reservations. ln
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gbout 1856 the Pomoan Ind@ns were “rounded |.1|!|"'
from the Russian River and Clear Lake areas and
“driven north.” The event is known o contemporary
Indians as the “Death March”™ for the number wha
died during the one hundred or so miles of forced
mudfch (50 This remeoval alse coincided with 4 period
of rapid settlement in the Diey Creek Valley, The
Pritchew family arrived in 1855 and, according o
family lore, purchased a cabin from a man whose
p:rmﬂrh:.d been killed I!-'!.' Inchians (61 This cabin was
leds than two miles from AI‘[‘II[‘II.

The loss of their native supporors muse have
been a severe blow o the Pefas. As ecarly as
Movember 1853, the heirs of José German had sold
miich of the Tzabaco Rancho w John Frishie (7],
while apparently reraining posscssion. Ar the time of
the Death March, Pancho helped his wife, Juana, and
her family to escape to the coast, The 1856 harvest
was disastrous for the Pehas. [t was reportedly a dry
vear, they had no Mative Americans to help wich the
waork, and cheir grain ficld burned. Later chag year, in
Movember, the Pefias sold the adobe and 132 acres 1o
D.D. Phillips.

Native Americans after the Dispersal

After a time, many Pomoans returned to Dy
Creek in small groups. They found chat in their
absenee their land had been usurped by settlers, their
vill:gc.-.' burned, and their E_ri.nd'mg toalt taken, The
latter must have been a pargicularly hard blow to the
returning refugees, 45 the stone mortar and pestle
were essential for the manufacture of acorn flowr and
pinole, which constituted these poople’s staple food.
With many of theie villages now on “private™ land
and the ever-present threat of reprisals because of
their return from exile, mase Indians feared o
reoccupy their previously held sives. After a period of
dispersed living, some groups formed a small
community on Dry Creek, apparently on land scill
held by the Pefias and possibly on the site of che old
village of Ahkamodor

From the 1860 census, it appears that while the
Dy Creek Valley south of Pefia Creek, including the
old adobe, was held and farmed by sertbers, the upper
Dy Creek Valley was occupied by “ranchernss ™
including Francis {a.k.a. , Pancho or Francisco) Pefia
{B). Francis resided with a Chilean ranchero named
Powell Maxberona; the unlocated Diry Creek Pomo
sige whose name ranslates o "where Powell is™ may
relare oo him and the Pomoan presence ag chis sice. By
this time, the Pefias’ land claim had been confirmed

|:':,' I:I'l.r,': niﬁtril:! f"..q.lul:t. n‘.m.k:inp. their title mone ltg,:l“}'
binding. By then they had sold the Trabaco Hancho
for asecond time to John Frisbee, this time rescrving
200 acres for their own use (%),

The Pefas’ 200-acre propeny was nofth of the
adobe and souch of Duicher Creek on the ease side of
Diry Creek. It probably included the willage of
Ahkamodor, where the Bill family was said oo have
lved while “'n'ri:irlg for the Pefias. In 1870, Pancho
|'|'|.m:l.l.-||::l the !F.lmi]f Frnp-:rl.":,' whr:l': he lived with his
brother and sister-in=law and their six children; Blas
Pefia, his wife, and their three children lived an the
samc parcel. Both cthnographic sources and histonic
documents suggest that many Pomoans continued o
live on the Pefas” property. In 1870 Pancho purchased
large guantities of bacon, calico, and muslin, items
commonly used to pay native workers. He also paid
his bills in part with sacks, which may have been
made by native women { 1000,

It appears chat the old rancho system continued
until 1870, with Pomoans working for food, clothing.
and a place to live, and the rancheros raising catthe
and crops on a reduced scale. Traditional
entertainment continued as well: the grandson of D.D.
Phillips remembered his grandfacher’s accounc of the
last Mexican “fandango” held on this property {11}
One Pomoan elder described the more mundane
activities on the ranch:

Pancho raised cattle. They drove them. He
had Indians working for him, had some Spanish
p:-up-lﬂ alle T']'n:},' :]nwn:'thtn'l [atl]u] Ecr Nu.l‘m:
where they sent them on boars, [ don't know
where. Beans, peas, corn, wheat, were raised
on Pancho's ranch. He was well o do . . .
White people drove Pancho and all his men
back where they came From (12

In August of 1870, Frisbee appears to have sald
the 200 acres claimed by the Pefias. The Pefias, and
presumably their Mative American help, left the
properey. Significantly, it was ag about this tdime thar
the Pomoan settlement known as Polosha
Chunalokwani, or “Oak Ball™ village, was established
(13k

Pomoan elders cannot remember the exact
location of Oak Ball. In spite of being a “big village”
with “lots of people,” it apparently had neither an
assembly house nor a cometery, The “Indian howses”
there were said o have been occupied year round, an
innovation no doubt brought about by che usurpation
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Pomoan family comping by the Russian River, cirea 1900 (photo courtesy of Elsie Allen)

of the land |:I':|' scitlers, and one thot indicates a
significant change from the old pattern of scasonal
My cmeeni. rl‘hf iﬂﬁl'.l CCNSLS I.Ihutilli| |:-1:-r ﬂ'nk HJI[
shows 23 individuals in what appear to be two
extended family groups, all connected by mariage o
the Bill famaly {sec figure in Chapeer 8). The men,
except for ane Tl-year-old, worked as laborers,
probably on neighboring ranches and frms. By 1880
a few Mihilakawna famalics had also retumed 1o the
Diry Creek Valley and resemled eicher very near or
actual by ag their old rancheria near the Pefa adobe,
posaibly the ethnographic village of (lowicha (CA-
Son-624).

Ouak Ball village was reportedly occupied until
the 186805 or 18%0s. Ae chis time, the resident famailics
af Oak Ball, numbering in excess of 30 individuals,
dispersed throughout morthern Sonoma County. Ar
least ewo familics moved onte White-owned farms.
After leaving Oak Ball village, the Bill and Lucas
families moved enoo the ranch of Beneval Cordova, a
Yaqui Indian from Mexico, who had married MNellie

Lucas, Cordova lived with his family in o three-room
cahin, while the “old pi:ﬂ-p-lc" had a house nedarby,
The ranch also had a wooden assembly howse and a
cemetery. By May of 1910, the Cordova Place had
grown to be a community of at least 35 people
consisting of the two old Oak Ball families who were
living in twe multiple-family, three-generation
househalds { 14: see figure in Chaprers 8).

By the turn of the 20cth century, a new settlement
patrern was apparently well established among those
northern Somoma County Incdians who were not
fortunate endugh to have the secufity of a “Cordova
Place.” Like the waditional way, the now practice
was tied to the changing scasons, Mow, however, the
gueit for employment and the scquisition of a place w
live safe from harassment were added o the necessity
for food and other materials that were gathered in
sgason. Under the new sertlement svstem, winters
were spent in wooden cabins on local ranches. Since
paid work would have been scarce at this time of
vear, it is possible thar the “odd jobs™ and
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Manuel Cordova in dance costume
{photo courtesy of the Edwin Langhan Moseum, Healdshorg)

“woodchopping” that reporecdly occupied the men
wore done at least partially in exchange for a place o
live,

The 19MM enumeration for the anea 'ir'r|:|u-;5|'|:'||:l1.hl:
Diry Creck uplands lists three Indian families living in
*moveable dwellings.” Since the census was taken in
June, it is possible thar these people were camping
while pursuing eraditional subsistence practices or
temporary agriculewral work. In this area,
archacologists found a housepit (CA-Son-588) which
muy have been butle by Native Amencans who worked
seasonally on the Yordi Ranch: Archacologists have
dated this somewhar non-traditional seructure o
around the turn of the 20th century. Wasee flakes
from the manufacture of stone wols and objects of
Euroamerican origin, including ceramic tableware,
glass bortles and jars, an eyeglass lens, and a slage
pencil, were found together in the housepicd 15).

In che summer, old people and voung children
followed the old praceice by moving out onto the
colleeting grounds. There they lived in traditional
willow-branch houses while gachering plants, nuts,
and berfries o su pport themselves, as well as
sometimes hiring out for pay. In her account of this
praceice, one woman described the hut she and her
family occupicd as having been made of willow and
having two reoms. TUhis 15 an interesting maxture of
eraditional Pamoan house construction tech U
combined with a Euwrmamerican divided floor plan,
perhaps reflecting the two culiural worlds which these
people were spanning. Meanwhile, children over
about ten vears of age and those adules whoe could
wark, SpEnE pan of the summer pit hil'l;vl |'||.lp=- and Fruit
for local Farmers, shearing sheep, and performing
other seasonal labor. In addition vo wage work, some
Indian families spent dme collecting scasonally
available plants and nues, hunting, and fishing. Trips
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] tl.'u: coast E-l'lr r..]'lﬂ”l'l':hr surf f'u:h. :.dﬂwnl:\d. wnd %a Ie
continued eo be made at this time of year. The route
from Healdsburg passed up Diry Creck Road and west
on Roeckpile Road. The journcy had to be carcfully
planned so the nighe could be spent on the land of
some sympatheric local rancher. Collecting acoms
remained a pamicularly impostant activiey in che Fall.
Some sites along Hancheria Creck are Known o have
been used for this purpose.

I.::I'Il.'it 1910 many n:::iill::lh urt hie Cordova F‘l:l;r_'
camped along Rancheria Creck on the ranch of Frank
Soule (CA-Son-1211/H). James Shackley, whose wifc
and children lived at the Cordova Place, woarked for
Soule clearing brush and timber for paseure, and eaxch
wear Shackley's family and other relatives spent time
on the Soule Ranch. The men hunved deer and wild
hogs, while the women and childeen collecved wanoak
acorns and buckeye and pepperwood nucs. [nonly a
week, they collected enouph to st the family for a
vear. Later, Soule harvested the bark from che can
aaks, killing the rees and bringing an end (o acorn
collecung chere (164,

Kashava Pomo alse had camping spots along
Rancheria and Warm Springs crecks. From around
1870 uncil 1919, two Kashaya villages were occupicd
on the Haupe Ranch west of the Dry Creek-Gualala
divide. It is said that Charles Hauwpt had married a
Kashava woman, and in erder o keep her from
running away ta join her family, he invited them all o
live on his property. Like the Diry Creek Pomo from
the Cordova Place, the Kashaya from the Haupt Ranch
&n E:gcd I'.'!i.bEl'I.'!-i.'l.‘l!’l':.' i l‘r.ldi.l.‘i:nr::| subsisie nceE
practices. Kashaya eribal scholars recalled many sives
in the Warm Springs/Rancheria Creck arca that had
been used by their people in the past, including CA-
San-544/H, or Sercne Flat, where theme was a large
permancnt village, and CA-Son-555/H, the Mead
Homesvead, where people camped while gathering
acerns and baskeory rooos (17,

These mﬂ.ﬂurnr:-gul:l'u:l‘inr_ Frai,tiu:c: remamed of
groak walue to the cultwral as url:'” as the Ph'f.‘l;l:‘.ll
survival of local Indians during the late 1%h and carly
20th centurics. We can speculate that food collected
in the summer and fall provided much of the peoplc’s
winter subsistence, as it had wraditionally. Although
this modified seasanal partern gradually diminished,
access to land became mone restniceed, even in the
1980s some local Indians still engage in the seasonal
collection of foodstuffs, ceremonial and medicinal
planes, and handeraft marerials.

I 1909 Cordova m:]r.] s |‘:|r|:||'ﬂ:rt1l|.'. Thl; Bl and
Loucas familics contnued ta live there until the winter
of 1910, when they were forced o leave by the new
owner. Having nowhere to go, they soughe refuge
under a bridge alang Dy Creck:

We were ehankful for the bridge, it was our
roof, People put up blankets to keep the rain
and cald out, and putcanvason the ground, so
they didn’t have to sie and ﬂ-l¢c|’s an the wet
El‘nund. . We wore .=.|1.'|.':|.}1 cold and see rr!u:d
like it never dried out under the bridge. . . .
All the time hungry, the food ran out. .. Some
good White people pook pity on us, they gave
us food and said we could stay ar eheir places
{18}

Finally in 1915, the federal government
purchased land in the Russian River Valley for a
rancheria, which the Diry Creek Indian people would
share with Indians from Gevserville. Unlike their Diry
Creek land, the new reservation had poor soil and was
ill supplied with water. In the summer, when the
water supply was low and agriculoere wos impassiblie,
many rancheria residents worked on local ranches.
'T"hrnug_h the Dl:pn::::hm years, thie rancheria was well
populated; later the population declined when
residents began to move away to look for work. In the
1970%, the anulntinn I‘.'H:EI:I.I'I. to climb somewhat,
p:rhll!ls :qjun.‘l:d |'.'|1_|r a |'J|:|:|'||.'|i:|'IEI national econom ¥ as
well as an upsurge of Native American intcrest in
maintaining traditional culture (19

NEW SETTLERS
Demographic Profile of Settlers: 1860-1910

e rmopraphy—the study of the characteristics of
human pepulacions, such as size, growth, densicy,
distribution, and viral scatisgics—is innmarely bound
up with settlement pactern. Prehistoric scudics can do
litcle more than estimare the size of a population,
oceasionally noting marked fluctuations and linking
them to possible causal factors. Much morc
informartion is available for the historic period, but
erhnic groups were frequently overlooked, and public
documents were of little use in the foregoing
discussion,

An excellent record is available, however, for the
sercher population from 1860 to 1910, In the present
case, the population is defined as chose persons who
lived in the Lake Sonoma Area; this area includes
only the land purchased by the Corps and not the
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downstream arca, Using census rerurns, the number
and peneral cultural background of the people who
crcupied che area from 18360 wneil 1910 can be
determined, along wich the distnibution of cheirage,
sex, and occupational characeristics (20}

The Lake Sonoma Area scraddles cwo policical
townships: Mendocino and Cloverdale. The portions
of these ownships within che project arca differ in
their environmental and secclement characterisgics.
Fluctuations in population were influenced by the
differing land uses in the two wrwnships, For this
reason, we have created che terms Diry Creck
midlands and Dy Creck uplands to refer to the
Mendocing TD“'I.'I!"'I'iF and Cloverdale Tuwns.]'ll'p
pn-rtinm of t.l'u;: |.n.|n|;|:' Sandgma .ﬁ.nt:. m';qil:t,‘:l:ivul'y.

The rich valleys inthe Diey Creeck midlands were
settled before the rugged Dy Creck uplands. The
1860 census is the first one on which these serlers can
be identified. The firse sentlers were predominantly
from the Trans-Appalachian Frontier: Kenmcky,
Indigna, 1llinois, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Ohio.
Young men and families, initially accraceed o
Califarna ]'-“.r' dreams nE'g-ull;l. settled down to !.Pq','.'l.‘l-l.l
the remamnder of their :|:i'!.-: m the dfcd. F.un:.tﬁ.l.-:tl:d
from census daea, the demographic pyramids depict
the age and sex characteristics of the population. The
pyramids for 1860 indicate a relatively young
population in both arcas, with no resident over 50
The frontier character of the 1850k continued, ascan
be seen by the fact thar men outnumber women nearly
LW [ O,
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By 1870 the populacion of the Diry Creek uplands
approgched chat of the midlands, which had nearly
douvbled since 1860 Growing pioneer families and
recent arrivals account for this increase, The Trans-
Appalachian Frontier states continued oo supply
immigrants to cthe area In addition, adults from the
Mortheast, Canada, and northern Europe sectled here,
The 1870 demographic pyramids are more balanced
than those of the previous decade, since they include s
few old people and many children under 15, A large
proportion (B4 percent) of the population under age
20 was born in California. In a marked change from
the previous decades, the sex ratio is equal, alchough
there are still slightly more males than females in the
mnrri.:gcu.hll: HEE proups. A1l of these sign:. ahow an
ifurrl:::'inp_h‘ .'i!.lbll; resacdieni pn[!uliltl'l:}n-

The population of both arcas increased by 50
porcent berween 1870 and 1880, The demographic
pyramids show thae the incfease in the Dy Creck
midlands was due to the arrival of adule male workers,
while thae in the more recently sewled Diry Creck
uplands was due vo increasing family size, as well as
o new arrivals. The difference berween the two arcas
1% glsa reflected 10 the sex ratio: males outnumbered
females in Hnﬂ'!l ArEds, but more so 10 the Dr:,' Creek
michiands,

Between the carly 18705 and the Lave 18805, the
area experienced what mighe be termed a flonescence,
reaching its maximum population and diversification
of activitics. Both stockraizsces and small farmers
experimented with different agricultural vechnigques,
while subsistence operators managed o ger by and
somerimes even i improve their staous, The land was
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owned (or claimed) and worked by large Families,
sometimes with the help of kin or hired help.

Immigrants from Ireland, Germany, Switzerland,
and Sweden planted vinevards and ran large herds of
sheep on their propertics. Alexander Skaggs
employed natives of China 2nd northern Europe as
seasonal help at his resort. Persons of foreign and
American hirch coexisted as neighbors; in 1880 the
number of foreign-born adules (32) approached that of
American adules (393, Never again would people of
such diverse cultural and nacional backgrounds reside
within the arca.

Fueled I:q,.' a local incident, the Chinese soon
]'.'|¢L1 me I:I'u; Fescal Fminl! nf::l:i %k pnrpdg.:nd:- In l:|'|¢
carly 1880s, many local operators used Chincse
workers as a cheap pool of domestic scevanes,
fruitpickers, and woodchoppers, Califormia labor
ofganizations had been working for decades o
eliminate this source of cheap eompetition, when 1o
Janwary 1886, Mr. and Mrs. Wickersham were
murdered on their ranch, just a few miles west of
Skapes Springs. allegedly by their Chinese cook. This
event recelved wide and sensational press coverage
and p:‘n‘l.'i.dlhd a I'I:IJE'!.'iI'I.! |'l|:||'|'||'. for an anti-Chincse
mavement that spread throughout the West and drove
the Chincie out of numerous communitics, to which
they never returned. State-wide, anti-Chinese
boveorts were organized in both California and
Mevada (21). Locally, the Soncme Desocrar (30
January 1886) assailed ivs readers with three vivid
descriprions {each different bof the vietims. "This must
have brought home o many ranchers their isolated
and vulnerable position.
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Berween 1880 and [9H), the population of the
Déry Creek midlands increased slighely and remained
relatively stable in composition, while chac of the Diry
Creek uplands declined by nearly ewo-thirds, The
adverse economic and environmental climate of the
18905 put an end to many family enterprises. These
conditions were particularly hard felt in the Dy
Creck uplands, where two early settler Families wich
large ranches lost cheir land due to foreclosed
maortgages. Manv families who practiced subsistence
agriculture also left the area, as subsistence-based
sctivitics were forced out by the production of cash
crops. These families were not replaged by new
arrivals; their property was cither assimilated into
nuig]'ll'mring Iu.nd.l'ln[d:ingu |:|-|.'|'|u|'|:|."|.ur!|;| by nonresident
IV ESEOTE, ]n bath Arcas, |:|:|'||'!.' a few settler r:||'|'|.i:|.i|;!:|
with their adule children remained.

Afeer the tum of the century, the Dy Creck
uplands was characeerized by increasingly large sheep
and cantle ranches, some of which were rin by hired
managers. A few poorer families and individuals also
remained; these people often worked as seasonal hired
help and cooks on the large ranches. The familics
subsikted on lecal fish and game d.u:'i.ng prare af ehe
your, mi:ing hng: and I'.n.h.ir:g n-ul:a:l.'inﬁ:l work nut.‘lirlf_'
of the area to supplement their income. In the Diry
Creeck midlands, the family farms and vineyards
continued Some family members took jobs in town or
worked as hired help on neighboring properties, while
rosdwork supplicd some income oo residents of both
arcas. At about the same nme, local families began wo
hire Japanese men w work in the vinevards, The 1910
census slso showed a Japanese carpenter working for
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a Dey Creck uplands family. Japancse families
continued to live in the area until World War I1.

By 1910 the population of the Diry Creek midlands
had declined somewhar as the pioneer seulers and
their children grew old and died or lefo the area, Few
new families moved in o replace them, since the
people who remained bought out most of their
neighbors, By this time, four generations of some
settler Families had resided along Diry Creek. (In face,
some of these families and their descendants remained
until their land was purchased by the Corps of
Engincers in the 19605 and 1970s.) The 1910
demographic pyramid i ndicates that young familics,
miost of whom were recent arrivals, once n!'_:ll'n
restded in thﬂ D‘r'!.' El't\ﬂk uph . 'Tl'u: Liake Sanoma
posscssed a relatively homogencous population:
nearly all of the wunder-tweney age group were
California barn, while only 8 out of 83 residents were
of foreign birth,

Aﬂ:ﬂ.

Settlers on the Land

Federal land policies had a profound influence on
settlement within the Lake Sonoma Arca, beginning
with the squatters’ disputes on the Tzabaco and
Secoyorme ranchos, which delayed settlement wachin
the project area Although some local fand grants
were quickly confirmed by the U.S. Land
Commission in the carly 1850s; the legal boundaries
and subdivizsion of both the Tzabaco and Sotovome
ranchos were not fully resolved watl much lager.
Oy the n were the bowndarnies berween public domain
and privare property clearly drawn, and squaners
either obtained legal title w their claims or moved
elsewhere, It was during this period of evictions that

psiitaberiRdadiis
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settlement increased on the public land within the
Lake Sonoma Area,

Ranch and Farmland

During the 1860s, sertdement focused on owo
major resources: farmland along sceessible creckside
terraces, and well-watered grasslands along che
ridgetop trail system. It was during this period that
maost of the eventually successful operatars arrived in
the arca, These sertlers faced a problem, in that they
held o legal oitle to their land. Diespite ambiguitics in
the pmcmpt:inr: laws, unsurveyed publ'll: land could
not he pnrchucrl pnd, watil 1880, could not be
hamesteaded from the U.S. Government (22).
Arranging for a General Land Office (GLOY) survey
for government land they wished to claim was
therefore one of the sewlers” first concerns.
Prospective landowners were requined to pay for the
survey of public land that they planned o acquire.
The GLO had a constant backlog of arcas waiting w
be surveyed, and did not begin work in the project
arca untal 1872, by which time the area was already
well populated. As detailed in the chaprer on
landholding, sectlers had spread chroughowt the area
and staked possessory claims to large tracts of land.
These people usually purchased or homesteaded the
most desirable portions of cheir orginal holdings as
apon as the land was surveved, gradually convening
additienal areas of their possessory claims o legal
holdings.

A number of trends are apparent in the creation of
local ranches. The most obviows is the sdvantage held
by the first sertlers in the area, who were able w
secure the best land, By secding prior o the official
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“opening” for sale of public lands, they were also
allowed a period of experimencation with cthe
environment without the need for capital outlay on
land, Thus, viable ranch units could be established by
the time the land was available for p-un:hu:-n- The nexte
problem for these First ranchers was establishing legal
claim and preventing the access of other scrtlers to
their holdings (23; see also Chaprer 5, this volume).

Some landholding strategics can be infermed from
the relationship between an individual’s haldings,
natural features, and che relative position of others
land. Access to water was of vital impoftance in land
acquisition. This need was met either by obtaining an
entire sretch of creck frontage conciguous o the
owner's oniginal pacented holdings, or by gemting a
single parcel with warer frontage which was a shon
distance (less than one-half mile) from the major
holding, with government land between the two, By
the lacter method, access w the scarce resource was
assured with minmimal capical outlay,

These practices, and their advantage o the
rancher, did not go unnoticed by government
officials. Wridng of the North Coast Ranges in 1886,
ane officizl complained:

There are ranges covering thousands of acres
which are controlled (not owned) by sheep
men, their holdings simply covenng the
strategic points of the range, posscssion of the
waker sources generally sufficing in itself to
attain the desired end, Holding these poines,
the balance of the range is of no value to
anvone else, and his herds range undisturbed
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over public lands. These lands are effectually
excluded from secdement, the county and
Spare povernments deprived of legitimare
sources of revenue. and ar the same time
valuable public property rapidly going vo waste
(24).

Allhnug]'l g eonsiderable samount of land waz ceill
open for settlement in 1890, it was of little worth, for
land had value only in relation to other resources,
such ax warer, roads, and [lFiT!'ll! gn:':ing areas, which
had :lrcﬂrl].' been claimed. In the Lake Sonoma Arca,
the agricultuwral bottomland had been claimed by the
carly 1B60s. The closing of the range 1s more difficule
to pinpoint, but cermainly by 1870 rangeland was no
longer freely available wo all comers. Access o town
markens and transpomation fmutes was another factor
in sertlement rangelands near Cloverdale and along
casily praveled trails were claimed before land in
morne remore areas (25).

Land purchases from the government declined in
the 18%0s, probably as a result of an 18%] federal low
which repealed various public-land policies in an
effor to discourage speculation. Patenring increased
following the tuen of the century, due o more changes
in government land policies and the consolidation
within the study area of many small parcels inoo a few
large ones. Before this time, public land had often
formed the boundaries berween ranches. When these
ranches were consolidated. the presence of public
land within the holding threatened efficient
management, for iv could, at least in theory, be
purchased by others. Thus the purchase of public and
privave land often coincided { 26,
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The accumulation of land in 40-acre parccls
resuleed in a checkerboard patcern of landholdings,
for not all parcels were equally desirable.
Consolidated by a real-estate invescor in 1901,
Baldwin's Surrey Ranch was imegular in shape and
followed section or quarter-scction lines for ics
boundary, which was 34 miles “in an air hue.”
Baldwin described the pattern and its formation as
follows:

In the carly davs the land had been
homesteaded or bought wich a view o grass
and to leave out as much as possible waste
brush land, Later seven small mnches had
been huughl: up and made into ane I:I'Eﬂ.':
hnlr.‘li.ng. Thi= u.-l;muﬂtl:d ﬁ'lr I:|.'|¢ il'l'-EF.lII:lr
shape, but though it required maore fencing, it
was all in one body and took in much less
waste land than if it had been somewhat more
uniform in shape (27 )

Changes to the 1862 Homestead Act may have
accounied for the increase in homestead applications
filed after 14912, In thac vear, the Enlarged Homestead
Act was extended to California; it doubled the
acreage, from 160w 320, that could be homeseeaded
by an individuzl. The Three-Year Homesvead Aet,
alse of 12, reduced the mandatory period of
residence required of homesteaders; in addition, only
seven monthsof every vear had o be spent on the land
o qualify, The Stock-Haising Homestead Actof 1916
further recognized conditions in the West by allowing
&40-acre homesteads 1o be filed on land designated
suitable for grazing, Landowners used this new law o
acquire small, previously passed over parcels and a
few larger picces from the dwindling inventary of
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federal land, In 1934 the passage of the Tavioer
Girazing Act withdrew from private enery the
country's remaining 165,965,000 acres of public
domain. .ﬁ.lthnugh crmall P.;ln:l:i: writhin the !-I.'I.:ld':.l' g
were purchased from the government after chis date,
pubﬁq‘: land was [i1a] |u|.‘|gv|:r L4 casy toobheain.

Skaggs Springs

Moset settlers in the area staked their claims o
acreage matching their perceprions of the best
available farming, grazing, or timber lands, Bue the
area had another valuable resource—mineral
springs—and these were probably the most hoely
contested properies in the anca.

The hardships of the California passage and of
the Gold Rush impaired the healch of many
Californians, The promise of healch-giving springs
had great araction for those whao, while making &
fortune, may have lost cheir vicalicy, Miners were
quickly joined by a multitude of health seckers, as
spas became a haven for those cemporarily flecing
unhealthy condittons elsewhere, These “watering
places” were extremely valuable properties and, in
the days before legal ritle, the object of considerable
feuding and local dispures herween would-be owners.
In the Dry Creck uplands, neighbors fought over boch
Hood's Hot Springs and Macthews® Soda Springs.
while the larger and more accessible Skapgs Hot
Springs was probably the firse parcel of public land
claimed and permanently setled within the Warm
Springs area, [t was also the focus of land disputes for
ncarly 20 years (28).
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Alexander Skaggs, founder of Skaggs Springs reson
(from J.M. Guinn's Hisrory of the Stare of California, 1906)

In 1856 Alexander Skagps located what would
become Skaggs Hot Springs resart. The spot became
well Enown for bts “picturcsque and salubrious”
lecation, “surtounded by many huge mountains
covered with rieh California verdune”™ (29). The
aprings were locared in the winding canyon of Warm
Springs {ar one time called Hoo Springs) Creek, “a
rock-fremed stream, whose dark waters nestle closely
under the tall ¢hiffs, which shut out the sualight,
excepi for a few hours at I'rllll-dﬂ':,'- {300y, .-"|.|I:|:||:mg|'.|
there was some flar pascure land, most of the land
encircling the springs was rugged and flanked by
giant redwoods, rocky canyons, rushing creeks, and
small warerfalls,

Tax records indicave thar by 1857, Alexander and
his brother William had built some structures at the
springs. MNeither brother apparenely lived there all
vear, for a8 late as 1862 they were squatting on the

Rancho Soroyvome. William Skaggs was taxed for a
license an an “8tch Class Hotel™ the following year.
Cher the next few vears he made improvements and
radised the status of the place to a “4eh Class Hovel,”
with a pianoforte and a reeail liquor license. The
Skagpses, of course, did mor have clear title o this
valuable propeny bur maintained their hold through s
possessory righe. In 1865 and 1867, Alexander Skapgps
paid county taxes an the improvements on his 160-
acre claim, His investment in im|:l|.'r.|-r|:|n1:|1|:.-. WS
considerably higher than that of nearby farmers: in
1870, for example, James Priccheet’s 160-acre claim
and improvements werne assessod at 2300, while the
160-acre claim and improvements of Alexander
Skagps were valued ar S3000.

Skaggs' claimy was particularly vulnerable
because he did noe reside on i but leased the horel w
others. His last and most costly dispute was with
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Pcrr':,l Emerson. l}uriﬂg 1B72 and 1873, Ek:.m: bad
leased the resore to Emerson, who, according o
Skaggs, avtempred to jump the claim, Following a few
arguments and fise fights, Skaggs ook Emecrson to
court for not running the hotel properly and for
nonpavment of rent. Skages won and Emerson was
ordered 1o vacare the resort. Bue juse three days
before Emerson was due o leave, the horel
miyseeriously burned o che ground, and Skaggs had
Perry Emerson and his frends arreseed for arson, The
rJ.'LlrEc: W di.lmi!!l:l:[. hue ane -I:rFﬂ'h: |.‘i‘_1:'|.|:-|::|. up-snt
by the bad publicity, sucd Skaggs for 310,004 in
damages. During the trial, Skaggs sccused Emerson
and his crowd of threareni ng him, his family, and his
properey; mutilating his liveseock and dogs, wearing
down his fences, seealing his property, scaring away
the hotel guests with rowdy behavior, and, uleimarely,
of claim jumping and burning down the hooel.
Emerson and his friends denicd all Skaggs’
sccusations and blamed the fire on a faulty mecal
chimney on the parlor stove, Skagps lost the case and
had to pay 31000 plus court costs {31) He did,
however, keep possession of the propeny and went on
o rebuild che hotel.

It was niot by accident that the dispute of Emerson
and Skaggs coincided with the GLO surveys in the
area, In 1873, cthe year of the survevy’s completion,
Skoggs' 160-acre possessory right was valued at a
whopping 35000 and his improvemenes ac 510, 00—
all this on land that could be purchased from the
government for 3400, At that time, Skaggs’ tax
FLEESIMEnt I.i:.!ing nated “dile not g-_n-m:l," indir_ntin!-_
s p-rl:t.zriuu:. |'H:'|:iti:|:|:'|. H'_r 13?&. h-l'tlw:w,:r, ."“ugg:
had sequired legal title wo 440 acres, including, of
course, the then-famous hotsprings. Over the years,
Alexander added to his legal holdings, and by his
death in 1897, ehe Skaggs Ranch contained 1182
ACTEE.

Fenees and Boundaries on ihe Land

In the 1%ch century, property boundarics in the
Lake Sonoma Arca were not usually fenced; fences
were used only around fields, gardens, and orchards.
Ranch boundaries in the days of possessory claims
were inexactly defined by those of neighboring
ranches: Ferry's claim, for example, was said o end
where Sylvester Scowr’s began, Ridgerops, crecks,
and other prominent naturzl feamurcs defined the
boundaries of many ranches prior o government
survey, On this land, livestock—hogs, carcle, and
sheep—were allowed o roam free and frequently
straved onpe neighboring claims, where they grazed ac

o n'xpc nsg Eo tl'lr_':ir W REr, ||.‘| !:|.'1¢ qu.rl':' di}'x, when
livestock were not usually well eended, knowledge of
the animals' whercabouts was only necessary during
birthing scasons of when it was tme for sale or
shearing. Strays mighe remain at a neighbor™s until
such time a8 the owner decided to look for them or the
host landowner came upon a lost animal and asked its
OWner io retricve it Ie is possible that before the lepgal
purchase of large traces of public land, holders of
Iu.rgc and small claims were able to coexise, the
livestock uE thc wrmhall hnmrtlll:.:i.ll'.':r: I'.'II!irIE allowed o
range ever the acrcage of the large possessory claims.
As the number of people and animals increased, so
did competition for grazing land. The acreage
limitation on free government land and the erection of
fences on large propertics forced small landholders wo
subsist on their own acreage, which often proved w
be inadequare.,

Before abour 1900, only hotly contesced
bouvndaries would have been fenced. These fences,
being the source and symbaol of the feud, were often
moved, removed, and vandalized, It was not wnril
after the establishment of legal tide chat fencing
became the cooperative goal of neighbors. Even then,
friction as to the fence's location, cost, lobor, and
CONSITICTIoN Was common, as suspicious neighbors
strove po outsmart each other,

One reason for che squabbles over fence
construction was that, to quote Baldwin, “fencing was
tough work.” Baldwin described the labor invelved:

Farst a fl:vd“'nn-d frce had to be s-l:!ul:t::d. cut
down, sawed into lengths and splic into poses.
Then came the grucling work of sledding the
poats onto the line o 43 was often the casc
where the ground was so seeep and rugged,
wies ok them ontoa mule ten of twelve
o the load and durmp them off in piles. While
still a lictle green these posts weighed from
ewenty-five w forcy pounds each,

The heavy rolls of wire mesh, taenty rods to
the roll and weighing one hundred and sixey
pounds, were another problem, both o pack
on the mules vo the line and o roll owt and
stretch on uneven ground (325,

Baldwin spoke with asuthosity, for during his
tenure ar Surrey Ranch he built over 40 miles of
fencing. He fenced not only his boundarnies bue buile
cross-fencing as well. Cross-fencing became an
effective range-management tool. To prevent enosion
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Split-stake Fencing in the Dry Creek uplands (photo by Karana Hanersley-Dravion)

and improve pasture, Baldwin erecoed a cotal of 2bout
15 miles of cross-fences, subdividing his pastures so
that the sheep would not crample as much ground as
formerly, and some feed might be conserved for
winter, He found that “this method improved my
range vear after year, whereas up to thae cime, it had
deteriorated rapidly” (33}, Over che vears, more and
menre fences were bauile in the Lake Sonoma Arca.
Presentl ¥, stake fences are an outstanding feature on
thf IJI:I[I!'H.'J!JI:-TE'IL'F S1Ea kl: il'llprl:ﬂ.'ii'ltl'!.' 'I:Il'l| H:I'H'J OHYCT
the peaks of ridges, testifying to their imparmance and
the incredibly labarous work of constructing them.

Fencing remained an issue even after the
government had purchased 17,004 acres of land for
the Warm Springs Dam-Lake Sonoma project. Soray
animals were difficult o ound up and ar times were
rustled by owtsiders, Corps of Engineers scaff
mmpl:inc:l about damage done by stray livestock,
while ranchers L'n-mpluinl:d that l:|'||.'..: flnrpn- did not
fence its boundary. Some ranchers did enclose their
propertics, and the Corps developed plans for 46
muibes of fencing.

The Built Environment

Many elements of local sectlement pantern may be
gleaned from the inventory of known historic sives,
which was compiled from field notes of the
prehistornic survey crew and from spot-checks based

an these noves, as well as on leads from old maps,
written records, and oral-history ococounts.
Archacologists located 78 historic sites in che ficld
(34}, These incleded medern agricultural features, a
19205 hunting club complex, the Cherry Creek
Schosal, I‘h;h-q.'l:nl:l,lr'!,' sLone dugﬂmts. shieds, house
foundations, numerous bridges, and a garage.
Histarical rescarch focused on familics and
individuals conneceed with the most significant of
those sites.

The James Prchen, Tenncssee Bishop, and
William Board familics were among the firse seetlers
in the area, daiming farmland by 1856 within abour
one mile of each other on Dey Creek nedar its
conflugnce with Warm Springs Creek. Within ren
vears, other Families had made claim o grazing land
an the broad and relagvely Ma ridgevops overooking
Dy Creck. In congrast, the remote canvons and
ridcha nl]:.. Fl:ll'ti:vl.' u]:tr]'g,' :llqmp; Rancheria f:r:nk. worc
sottled and eccupied by single men whoengaged in
hunting, trapping, logging, mining, and subsistence
agriculture {35k This pateern contnuwed inoo the 20ch
CEntury.

The first map references mo senlement within the
Lake Sonoma Area as a whole are found on Bowers”
iffical Farm Map of Sesema Cenary, which was
compiled around 1863, Howers recorded the
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whe :tal:u.:lut.'i |:|!F i pumber nr.:.ﬂ::n. fa mili:d.‘:s, in¢|udi|‘|g
the Sylvester Scotes, the Priecheees, and che Hichards,
and of two camps—Grouse and Hardscrabble—juse eo
the west

Farm or ranch headquarters were buile near
arable land nexe wo crecks, wich only a shore private
approach from main wagen roads. Wagon roads often
followed ridgecops, a5 did some of the Indian crails
that prcm!l:d them. In additton to n:l:nl:ing thewe
routes, Eumamencins aften buile I:|"||:'i.r dwc“i:ng: anid
planted their crops on what had been Native American
scttlements. The soil of Indian middens was widely
acclaimed o be the best medium for growing crops,
and settlers looked for evidenee of this former
occupation when choosing a home site. Mot
surprisingly, more than 20 of the archasological sites
recorded in the Lake Sonoma Arca had been used in
boch prehistoric and hiscoric times.

As can be seen on Thompson's 1877 map, the
Richards, Pricchest, Hallengren, and Van Alen
families, with land holdings along Dy Creek, lived on
the road “to Healdsburg™ the Beatry, Cooper, and
Abshire families lived along the “Cloverdale Road”—
the Beatrys on Beatry {later Yorty ) Creek, the Coopers
at the confleence of Diry Creek and Cherry Creek,
and the Abshires further along Dry Creek. The
Svlvester Scott family lived on a side road on a fertile
hillside above Dry Creck, while the John Ferry
family, who are not shown, lived further west on the
Cloverdale Road along Diry Creek. Thompson's map
does not show all the persans who lived in the areain
1877, In face, the Dry Creck uplands around Ferry
and Scott was fairly populous and was referred oo as
the “Upper Dry Creck Scetlement”™ by GLO surveyors
in the 18704 From the 1880s vo as late as 19040, mail
to perons in the area could be addressed “Dirie (or
Dy} Creck, Cloverdale.” The Mendocine District
School, discussed below, probably provided the fscal
poine for this scilement. Proximicy w schools, o
ather Family members, and o neighbors was an
imp-urt:ml: factor in the lecation n&'dw:]lil‘t_gx {360,

Ranches and furmstcads often took on the
appearance of lictle sertlements. Baldwin described
his ranch headguareers as he found it in 1903

Tvreally wasn't so bad excepe for the bare hill
on which the house stood. There was a pleasant
two story house [former Svivester Scort
residence ] abour ewo hundred yards o the
north for the foreman, a one story cottage for

]'lil'l:d |'It1|'|. wuﬁnn =|'||:|:.|:, a ool howse u.nd
blacksmich shop and two barns (37).

During his stay, Baldwin made many
improvements and addivions vo his ranchseead; these
went beyond the normal embellishmenes for the time,
including an aviary, a swimming hale, and a pond for
*Chailp,” the oddest member of cheir menagene, an
alliganor,

Baldwin had the time and resources to creave
these whimsical and nonessential additions, for his
ranch was an operating venture when he arnived.
Fioneer sertlers did not have this luxury, Within a
very short time, they had vo build 3 house for shelier
and plant crops for food. As such, the first house was
often small and not intended 1o be permanent. When
gime and money allowed, families often ¢nlarged their
dwellings or built new ones, turning the old houwse
over to the ranch hands or converang it into an
outhuilding. Many of the first houses builein the area
were probably what have becn described as folk
howses. These houses were built without formal plans
according to the image of the compleced howse that
existed in the mind of the builder, whose unconscious
decisions about sixe, pmrml'tinn. and lavout were
based on his previous experience. The house of James
and Elizabeth Prtchen (CA-Son=1129H}, built in
1862 wax Frnl'.la.h-l}' such o xtructure (sce Ehjptcr 3L

When families rebuile, they often chose more
contemporary styles based on formal plans. When the
Priechetes’ son fashioned his home just after the turn
of the century, he picked a floor plan thae was
apparcntly Colonial Hevival in sevie. By this dime,
numerous books and magazines advised farmers and
ranchers on every subject imaginable, including
building country homes. Based on her reading of an
article in Cincle Magazine, one young lady offered an
experienced Dy Creek uplands rancher the following
advice on his anticipated new home:

When you build your house char you were
thinkingof be swre and have a cemene cellar—
that will do away with the dairy and give vou
mirre ground for your house—ithe cellar is
miuch berrer for storage purposes and you can
keep mear in it for a very long time in the
Summer 35 well 3s Wineer (38),

Afrer building a home and putting in crops, the
pioneer settler often planted trees, both fruit and
ornamental. Cemain rees, like the presence of Indian
midden, were seen as indicarors of good soil
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The Lake Sonoma Area, circa 1863 (from Bowers' Official Farm Map of Sonoma Counry)

Eighteenth-century trec lore forecold that chestnut,
hickory, walnug, oak, cherry, and clm signaled arcas
suicable for f.l:rrn'ing. In ethe 1%th contury, Amercans
-|-:||'1':.|:¢d land covered with hic.'l:nr'p and w.alnll!. I'm',
according to historian John Stilgoe,

such specics represcnted dignity, serengeh and
courage, characteristics that won for Andrew
Jackson the nickname "Old Hickory," and
they epitomized national standards of arboreal
beawry. Always, however, they first indicared
soil rich enough oo farm (39),

The pioncer sertlers planted both hickory and
wiilnut trees, along with many varietics of fruic trees,
and a few exotic ornamental species. Eucalypius were
popular in cthe 18705, as the tree was belisved tobe a
deterrent o air and warer-borne diseases, and o
harmful insect pests: many cucalyprus were planted in
the project area at that rime.

John Ferry Homestead

Ranchatead lu.':,-'\uul! can be pu.rl:'ln.“'g.' recionatrucicd
for the John Ferry homestead (CA-Son-567/H ), which
was the focus of archaeological investigations under
the direction of Roberna Greenwodond (440). This sive s
locaved in the rugged nonh western section of the
study area in an area of mixed wood land-grassland,
on one of the best broad, open werraces in the Diry
Creek uplands. An Indian midden, which was called
*Homestead Pasture™ by the archacological survey
crew who first recorded i, was also locared on the
sie,

The dwelling of the Joha Ferry family was
probably buile in 1870, when the Ferrvs purchased
their ranch on Dy Creel. The house, located se the
highest point along the ereek within their sereage,
would have possessed a fine view up and down the
narrow creek porge. A former resident provided a
skench of the house as he remembered it before icwas
destroved in 1948, The house had five rooms—uwo
bedrooms, kitchen, living room, and dining room—
and large front and back porches, The Kitchen had a
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view of the Ferey's private drive, the sheep shed and
pens, and the bridge across the creck. The seructure,
probably built of hand-hewn redwoeod on a foundation
of local stone, was symmetfical in floor plan and
small for the dozen people itonce housed.

Although John Feory was a rancher—firse cattle
and later sheep—he also tilled the eanh, The Ferrvs
planted an orchard northwest of the house, on a
narrow stream gerrace. At one time this onchard
probably covered from five to seven acres, but by
1983, when Warm Springs Dam was finished, the
terrace on which the trecs were planted was eroding
e Diry Creck. A number of trees survived and bore
fruie, including a magnificene old green-apple tree, a
white-fruived fig with a spread of 45 feet, several
prune rees, Bardew and Winger Mellis pears, and rwo
quince rees. A clearly discernible vineyard illage
pattern, possibly the remains of the one First planted

by John Ferry, remained up the hill from the house on
the southwest-facing slope of a gentle hillside.

John Ferry's fields were once partally
surrpunded by cottonwood recs. He probably planeed
the row of black walnue trees that survived near the
former house site. A shore distance from the house
was a large, flar, fertile ficld, where Ferry may have
grown the one acre of potatoes listed in the 1580
agriculcural census. Spring bulbs, whose progenitors
may h:w hrznrn Pl:nh’:d b}' the Ft::rr}':, siill ﬂﬁw::md
an their homeseead site. These hearty varicties, well
suited o the local dimate, included purple and white
iris and the polyanthus narcissus (41).

Well-designed authuildings wene an impontant
part of any agriculeural enterprise. Designing a
shearing shed, for example, was not as simple as it
might sound. For, according to a soudy-arca rancher,
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you had ko |‘1:“'¢ the righ! £ lovw of eraffie 1rF ihe
animals for the maximum efficiency and had
e have the corral in the right place and the
gatcs in the nghe place and opening in the
righe way. There was mofse to it than just
putting in pickets (42).

A sheep shed and corrals recorded by
archacologists on the John Ferry homestead seem to
meet these criteria. The she ep were evidently
gathered outside in holding pens at one end of the
shed, from which they were herded inoo a run on the
side of the building. The sheep run had a dodge gote
that opened into the middle of the shed. From here the
animals were directed into one of the five partitioned
shearing stations. Afver shearing, the sheep were
placed in a holding area before being run vep a chute
and leaded into a waiting truck. The sheared wool
was taken up into the loft, wherne icwas pressed into
wonol bags and slid down fleece chutes onto the floor
below for storage (43),

The shed, recorded in 1980, was probably
constructed many years after Ferry's tenure. Those
actually buile by the 19th-century rancher had long
simnce di::ppu:md and could msor atrese to his skill and
efficicncy. But by all indications, including the few
remains of his homestead, Ferry was a thoughtfol and
mnovative rancher. His :lnqua.i.nt:nn:n. :l:rt:lini'!.' LT
jis]4 :m.lil‘:i.l:uh: that he would be unable to weather his
financial problems; but Ferry fell victim o the overly
optimistic expansions of the 18805 (more aboue the
Ferrys can be found in chaprers 5 and 8).

Schools

Soon after settling the land, young families began
o think of schools. A school distinguished the ores
sgitlement—ithe one thar was meant to stay—yrom
haphazard, transicns occupation. Residents of the
upper Dry Creek Valley had already builc a
schoolhouse when, in 1866, the Sonoma Coungy
Superintendent of Schools appointed an Upper Diry
Creck Districe Board of Trustccs, Aficr hiring a
teacher and repairing the scheolhouse, the trustees
organized the first district clection, in which William
Board, LI}, Wood, and A. Blair were elected as
schoasl trustees, The E"|:|1.t afficial ace of these men was
to change the name of the district co Hamiloon.

The first Hamilton School was on private
propercy. In 1870 che trustees voted o oheain a school
lot ond made plans for a new huilding. They
purchased three acres of land fram ].0). Wood

- LA
Springtime in the Dry Creek uplands;
cherry tree in bloom (from GM collection)

adjoining the Richards property, juse cast of the
prescot-day Warm Springs Dam. While settlers
waneed schools, they were not always willing to
finance them: over the next four vears, the voters of
the diserice urned down three ax measures po build
the new schoolhouse. Following the third defear, and
“afrer considering counsel and some spiriced
dscusniaon,” the board of trustees decided so builld the
schoalhouse anyway (44} In a hitle over bwo mouths,
the new Hamileon School was finished, except for
soma interior painting and woodwork.

Me. Erafe, who taughe agthe Hamlion School in
the Fall of 1879 described the schoolhouse im his
maonthly newspaper report:

The schoolhouse is locared in the Dry Creck
Valley ina beauriful grove, and is surrounded
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Hamilton District School, 1889; first girl on right, standing, Annie Phillips

e

{photo from the Dry Creek Meighbors Club's Vimtage Memories)

by o large and shady fir, ook and madrona
trees, and the play groond 15 almest unlimived
The building is a substancizl frame twenty-
four by |I'|.ir|:'!.'-xi;~; feet, well pain ted and the
intenor % hard<Finished. It contains patent
desks, 152 surface feet of good hlackboard, o
valuahle library, globe, charts, a good stove,
a whaole chair and desk, and all other
necessarnesand 1% a credig o the diserct (451

The location of schools and school districes
depended upon the enrollmentof a requisive minimm
number of pupils. A school diserictcould be formed if
enough children resided in an area at oo great
distance from any other school. In the Dry Creek
uplands, there were ar least three school buildings
aver the years. The presence of large families in the
uplands resulted in the creanon, in 1871, of the
Mendocino School near the Ferrys” house. During the
first vear, 57 students amtended the school: thiee vears
laver, attendance peaked ar 65 pupils. Two decades
later, the Cherry Creck District School (CA-Son-
552H) was formed in 1893, with the children of Tom
and Margrer Score making up a large share of the
quota of students, When the Scott family moved in
1901, enrollment fell, and the Cherry Creck School
[Miscrict merged with Mendocine, Some districts
contained more chan one school to accommodate the

needs of all of its pupils. From 1875, the Hamilton
Disrice somedmes emploved a teacher for a school
above Skages Springs, “as the children in that part of
the Dastrict could redp no advantages from the schoal
on the creck™ (463,

Drning i existence, the Hamileon School never
lacked students within walking distance. Although
fd.lnll.ll:'T WL 'I-I:Ilil.l.li.'l.' iI'I t|1|: '-'J”i: Wy I.I:II:“: WCTC MiLke
of them, and the second generation often staved on the
family Farm and raised children of their own, Bue the
Mendocing School served a declining population
spread over a wide area, and the location of the school
changed many times over the years to accommodate
the needs of the greatest number of pupils. In some
school districts, the building itself was physically
dismantled and reassembled on a more convenient
site. |n others, as in the Mendocing Dhistnce, it was
simply the students who werne shifeed between varous
buildings, which were only sometimes used as
schools. In ehe 18705, the Mendocing School was
locared within reach of the Ferrys' children, the
children of the Sylvester Scotes, and of oather
homesteaders within a five-mile radiug. Five miles
can be a long journey over rugged terrain: many
children raveled long distances on horseback, often
leaving home before daybeeak o reach school, In
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Baldwin children around the ranch (photo from Baldwin's Remriniscences)

1908 the school was temporarily housed at the
Baldwins

The school district was using the little cottage
1 oLr Eroup af bu i]r]'mg: thot year bhecause it
|:1.-'4;n-|:|:|: u'|!| the dii.l:.'lni:: that the di'Fﬁrn;nl:
familics had to go oo gee to school, and because
the schoal teacher, Farley Auble, a fine voung
man to whom the children were devored,
boarded with the Smalleys (471

As population in the Lake Sonoma Arca declined,
the age of the residents increased, since few young
families replaced the oldersenlers, The Mendocino
District School operated with just a few children uncil
it finally closed im 1936, Ar thae point the building
wias used as 4 woodchopper’s cabin, until it burned
down some years lager. Only 15 stndents anended
Hamilton School in 1920, and not long thersafier, the
school closed.

Skaggs Springs

Unlike the agricultural properties, which were
lsid out in such 2 way as o make efficient and
productive use of all available resources, the buildings

and landscaping at Skaggs Springs were constructed
with a view to promoting a different resource: using
the natuml setting to create a sense of relaxation and
peace. Visitors came to the springs for healch and
leisure. They bathed in the :-unl'h:irl.g :.pring water and
huked thmp.}n':ut the I.IJ:I'rI:|1II'Iﬁ!iI'I.E Comen I:rg,-':.ir]l:. I ehes
carly days, the men went on hunting excursions with o
renowned hunter, while in later vears, troue fshing
became o main saptraceon.

Befare the 1873 fire, the Skapgs Springs Hoeel
had a bar room, abour 24 bedrooms, a kitchen, a
private dining room. a rmain dining room, a parlor,
and a cellar. Other buildings and improvements on the
resort included five or six Euest cottages and @
bathhouse, as well as a hng pem, barn, carral, E:II'\IGIE i,
and orchard. Skaggs rebuile within a year of the fire.
In 1897, when he died, the hovel had 17 guest rooms,
o barbershop, bar, parlor, privace and main dining
rooms, and many other service-related rooms. The
hotel was frioneed by a brick patio on the east and a
covered dining arca on the south. There werne also 11
cotrages for guests and emplovees, with from 2 co 16
reoms exch. The puest cottages were named after the
Iocalivies from which Skages” guests came—MNob Hill,
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“Ome of the FIIIH!IE Hnl Sprln.g.! at Skapggs. Sonoma County.™
circa 1910 (courtesy of Ed Mannion)

Chakland, San Rafacl—in order that they might fecl
mare 2t hnme According toone T the resort had
a total of 76 guest rooms,

Mot all vacationers slepe in cottages or in the
hotel. Perhaps as early as the 1870, Skagis added
tent platforms: structures with a wooden floor and
canvas-copvered upper frame. Prior o chis
improvement, some guests may have brought their
awn camping equipment of simply slepe under the
stars. By 1920 there were five clusters of tent
plarforms on the resornt grounds.

T'he bathhouse complex was on the west side of
Little Warm Springs Creck. There were a dozen
bathhowscs 1h Bwo ows 'F.ar_':mg ciach othe f, BIRC for
men and one for women. The cast-iron tubs that they
contained were filled with hot spring water. Hot baths
wire often followed by a seint in the nearby massage
raom. [he three hot springs and one “cold soda and
iron spring” were the main attesction at Skagps’.
Each of the hot springs had gazebos or other sheluers
buile over them, Benches lined the gaeebo walls, and

there was a small pool of spring warer in the center.

Guests used the metal dippers that hung from the
walls to take water from the |'||:m|= to drink (48),

The hoeel and main recreational facilities wenz
located along what was, afier 1890, Stewart's Point-
Sk AfEs ."".ii'rrl ng Road, at its intersection with the
resort’s unimproved, dire road. A shore distance from
the din road, intespersed along Litele Warm Springs
Creek, were the cottages and tent placforms. The
bathhouse and covered springs were located Further
along the creck. away from the main fosd and the
hotel. A few couages, including Exile Contage, so
named for its locanon furthest from the center of
s Activity, were sited in guict wosded areas aloag
the dirt roacd pase the hpring.-:- Thuss, o guese could
choose to secialize in the pn]1|.|.|.:|r arcas around the
hotel, or o scek solicude in a relatively isolated
cottage of in walks through the countryside.

Seasonality

The Lake Sonoma Area has basically rwo scasons:
it i= wet from November through April, and dry for
maost of May throwgh Ocrober. Throughou the area,
rravel was difficult—ar times im possible—for musch of
the rainy season. Becawse of cthis isolation, many
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ecanomic and most social activities slowed dunng the
winter. Through the early 20ch century, even the
Mendocine Districe School, located in the uplands,
closed just before Thanksgiving and reopencd in
April. The structures at Skagps were not the only ones
in the spudy area to be scasonally occupied; many
other dwellings and outhuildings saw wse only during
the dry season.

Ehggs Epring: 1% an exoreme E!.'.:|I'I'I|1|E of the
seasonal aspects of the local seetlement pattern.
During the height of the summer, it was not
uncommaon for 300 guests o stay at the resore. The
horel, cottages, tent platforms, and campers’ tents
were full. People roamed over the surrounding hills,
fishing, hunting, and picking beenies: they swam in
the crecks, soaked in the baths, and danced in the
apen-air ballroom. By fall, only a few persons were
lefe; the resom was wee, cold, and quiet.

After applving for homespead patents in various
parts of the Lake Sonoma Arca, some families used
their homesread cabins as summer homes or hunting
bases, This patcern began in the 18%0s and continued
well into che 20ch century, During che dry season,
family and fricnds would ke both shortand exvended
holidays on the propery, while a neighbor, perhaps in
exchange for a discount on grazing rights, might
carctake the property the rest of the year, During
parts of the 20ch century, hunting rights probably
equaled grazing rights in value. The Hoo Springs
Ranch Corporation, which purchased large tracts
including John Ferry's homestead and part of
Baldwin's Surm:lr Ranch in 1931, wWas nr!'_:in'u-l:d. as a
joint hunting club and shecpraising operation. The
population an this property would have fluctuared
groatly, with a large crowd during hunting scason,
extra workers at sheep-shearing time, and only the
wenant fanchers and their help for the rest of the vear.

Up until the 19205, the bark of the tan oak, used
in processimg leather, was another resource that
brought people temporarily into the area. The bark
F::r:“.r:g SEA%On Fan fmrrl mi:rl-M:L'_: [Ti] mi.d-ﬁup;u:.t,
although it was bese to waie uneil che lagter part of the
scason. The bark took about three wecks o dry prios
toshipment. During this time, it was very impartant
to keep ehe bark dry, and storage shelwers were often
conseruceed (49). Some landholders in the Lake
Sonoma Area no doubr sold their imber righes 1o a
contractor, who would bring in his own crew o
socomplish the harvest. In this case, the only specially
buile structures would have been the overhang o

protect the tanbark and a cookhouse, for barkpeclers
commonly slept outdoors.

Temporary logging and mining camps may also
ance have existed within the study area. Surface
remains of these activities have probably washed away
long ago from the creckside verraces thar would have
been the mostcomforable camping places.

CONCLUSION

After the completion of the Warm Springs Dam,
anly the fish-hatchery staff lived in the project area
But the arca was not always characrterized by this
emptiness. For thousands of vears, people made this
their home, occupving permanent villages and
seasonal campsites, The pressure of Eurcamerican
settlement changed the size and location of native
settlements, but Fomoan Indians continued as a part
of the region’s population, The 1870s saw the Lake
Sonoma Area burgeoning with people and activities.
The large families kept numerous schools in the arca
simultancously in session. Seetlers socialized wich
their neighbors, with residents of nearby towns, and
with friends and relatives from further afield. This
bustle of activities and the familics who, for a time,
thrived on it had been nearly forgotten when the
Worm Epn' ngs Cultural Resources Stu-l.":.l' I'.H:g.ln its
ini'nﬂ.!igul':«un.‘: of the arca and are the :iul'.'lj-l:l:t of the
following chapters.
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Makahmo mother and infant, 189%; Elsie Allen carried by her mother, Annic Burke
iphato courtesy of Elsie Allen)
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CHAPTER 8

FamiLy AND Kin: THE DOMESTIC SPHERE

IsTRODUCTION

For che people who lived in the early camps and
vi.”ﬂnn: of the Lﬁ.l: Soanoma A.n::, ax well ax thote an
the historic-period farms and ranches, kinship cies
were of great importance. Marriage between
neighbors served o form tught alliances within the
hame community, while kinship bonds also extended
far beyond the local arca, cementing political,
economic, and social tkes throughour the region.

T'oa greacer or lesser extent, kinship affects how
an individual is viewed and rrearted by sociery and
when, where, how, and with whom he or she may
intzract. Rinship groups serve as a link berween the
family and society at large. When viewed
crossculturally, kinship and family are extremely
complex phenomena. Because of the diversity of
kinship patterns and the importance of kinship
rclations to the survival of the individual and the
group, kinship has long been a major fecus of culoural
anthropology. Anthropologists have developed a
complex array of terminology to distinguish the wavs
in which different cultures reckon kin relacdonships
{1

Fﬂr this 1.']1:||:|I:|:|.'. iE i.i :irn.p-m'l'.lnl: nn|1f PO rm:ngﬂ:ir:l:
the difference between family {persons related by
blood or marriage) and kinship groups, which include
anly certain kindred. Both familics and kinship groups
can be further modified or can be expanded through
other means, for example, adoption. In many
socictics, kinship groups have been of primary
importance in both personal and policical matcers. In
such a secicty, people would know what behavior to
expect from their kinsmen. This is very different
Ffrom |:|:|i.'||'.Er:'||'.ll'|-|':1.r'g.I western tm.-i.nr.il,-, where
participation in kinship sceivities is voluntary and the
word “family” is extended to include any group of
kinsmen (2),

Anthropologises had studicd kinship and familics
for decades before there wias much interest in the
history of the western Family. During the 19605 and
19705, the hiscory of che family became an important
topic of study for sociologists, anthropelogiscs,
historians, economists, amd demographers.

Previously, such seudies had been limited oo analyeing
large-scale fertilicy, marriage, and morcalicy pacterns,
and o clazsifyving household structure. Concern with
overpopulation and with social problems linked by
some social scientists oo the “decerioration” of the
family in western socicty prompted researchers to
fisc 1% o an i:rn.ngi.nu.ti\'n new set of quustinn.\. I'ri mary
to thewe studies 15 an e mph.u:in an tho rcht'lul'l.:h:ip-nf
birth and death rates ta household seructure and fam il'!.'
arganization, and these factors” influence, in turn, on
the behavior of familics and individuals,

Using crosscultural smudies through tme and
space, rescarchers are gaining a comparative
perspective and have begun o formulare explanations
of family change and development. For example,
society defines the appropriate sge for marriage, and
whether a person of 50 iz considered old or middle
aged. Other economic, social, and historical factors
impinge upon the family and che orderly passage of is
members through the anticipared life course.
Economic hardships during che Great Depression of
the 19305, for example. prevented many people from
marrying and starting familics, while draft laws of the
1960s during the Vietnam War provided an incentive
for men o marry at 3 younger age (30,

Using some of the methods developed in che last
two decades by social scicntists studying family
h'ist:rr':.-. this cl'l:lptnr focuses on families and
houzehalds once rn'.!.id'lrlg in the Lake Sonoma Area.
The “houschald,” which may or may not be 4 family,
15 a group of people who live together and form a
functioning domestic unit. Unrelared, adules may
form a household, as may a family with certain hired
waorkers. Households are the agents of consumption,
education, and often of production as well, The
household is often the main decision-making unit of
seciety; it adapts to changes in regional and national
cconamic and environmental conditiony. Thus the
houszehold, and the families it contained, can be used
as 4 basis From which o np-]jrnm:]'l a w:idc' nn!.l: af
rescarch questions (4).
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The Richards family in front of their house, circa 18%0, the site of which is under Warm Springs Dam;
left to right, Warren Richards, Judge Price. Harry Yan Alen, Mrs. Richards Price, Amy Richards
{photo courtesy of Edwin Langhart Muoseumn, Healdsburg)

Transitions

Birch, home-leaving, m:rr't:gl:_ childhl:.“in;g__,
retirement, and death are nlrl::.l:u.nl.l.ing events along the
course of life. The transitions from one smoes to
another are recopnized, defined, and celebrmied in
different ways by different culeures. For most pn:.p]l:,
howeve I, these transitions are celebrated within the
familial seming in a manner visible po the wider
public. One interest of family historians s the study
of these transitions. “Life-course” analysis secks ta
discover when individuals moved inee and out of
various family roles, and how these changes were
relaved o the Family as a collective unic (5).

OFf particular inverestin life-course studies is the
relationship berween changes in three kinds of time:
individual or developmental time (chronological age),
family time {marriage, lcaving home), and historical
tirmne (coonomic and social conditionsh. When “family
tirne” and “individual time”™ are out of syne, conflict
develops within domestic groups. Life-course analysia
is concerned with how rypical lives were “timed”™ in
the past, and how these life-course patterns ficinto the
specific economic, social, and demographic seuing
().

Age-specific rransitions for che Southern Pomo
wire rigidly scheduled. An individueal passed through

a series of well-defined roles, with each change of
mle marked by ntwals signaling che shift in status and
responsibilicy. In concrast, family behavior in the
19ch cencury was generally chamctenzed by its
ijl'ﬁ't:r\iT'F amcl flna;ihilit'r' In rr:g__:irl:l topming, o kind of
controlled disorder that varied in accordance with
presaing social amd economic needs”™ (7). As state and
private institutions gradually took over the functions
I:I-'F w-:ifu:r:. 1.'IJ LH.'HIi.I:IIL. iLI1III I:i] '|'||'-EIIFI:I MCCImEnE, A roancr
conformity in timing came to be enforced from the
larger socieey. Age-related requirements, such as
mandatory school attendance and retirement and
child-labor legislation, have imposed more ngid
patterns of timing upon family members. Researchers
summed up the differences berween the last pwo
periods as follows:

“imeely" acten oo nineteenth-century fmilies
consisted of helpful redponse in thmes of
trouble; in che twenticth century, timeliness
connotes adherenoe to a schedule (8).

The following sections will examine transitions in
maore deail, first by describing how they generally
occumred among the local Pomoeans and later by
fecusing on the timing strategies of four Lake Sonoma
Area settler families in relation to their changing
scial and economic miliew,
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Posmoas INDIANS

Family and Kinship Groups

Precisely how the Dey Creek and Cloverdale
Pomo reckoned kinship and rhe exact nature of cheir
SYstems in times pass are naw lost (W), alchough many
of the functions of their Kinship groups have been
reconstruceed, In Pomoan seciery, 2n individual could
not survive for long withoue the aid and protection of
kin. Each individual had ccriain rights and
responsibilities based upon his or her position wicthin
the kinship group. These mores served as a binding
force. Kinship group members cared for both the
voung and the old; they parceled our all joindy owned
staples and money with which o purchase goods.
Members paid doctors” fees and other debes; chey
arranged and paid for marriage and burial
ceremonies. The Pomoan kinship group entered ingo
and oversaw all aspeces of the lives of its members,

Based on extensive interviews with members of
Pomoan groups who lived near Ukiah in Mendocino
ﬂmm.:nthrnpldngi!n Here and E.thl:l.ﬂ.;inﬂky WhtE
what 1% aften deseribed as an cl:hn-ug_rnph'i: novel,
Deep Valley. Although some Pomoan clders discount
some of the Aginskys' descapuons, the authors
:|ul;|:|:-r!d4:r] Y hril‘l.gi.rlg ther mhjtttt ta life b':,-
personalizing the account. In one sequence, scein the
sweathouse, an old man counscls his voung charge
about the imporance of Kin:

You can always rely upon vour blood relatives
for aid and protecuon. You must be good w
them: vou must not growl at them; vou must
give them presents and help them ac all cimes
« « « Dnly vour bloed relatives comprise your
sanctuary, and you can rely only on them.
The times vou're with them are che only ones
vou can relax your constant vigilance. Ic's
vour family members who will take care of
yvou when vou are young and when you ane
old, and when you are sick, when you are
hungry, and when you arc in nced of moncy

1)

Kinship groups were also imporant to the
polivical organization of Southern Pomo erbelers.
Extended families often resided wogether in one
household and formed the most basic residencial,
corporate, and decision-making unic of seciecy (11).
The village, the political subdivision of the ribeler,
wias usually made wp of one or more kinship groups.
Each group had a headman; rogether these men
governed the community and from among cheir

members chose a capeain. The caprain served as
principal advisor to the eribelet group: he welcomed
visitors; presided over food harvests, trade, and
ceremonics; and seetled dispures. He did not,
however, have absolute authoriey over the group.
Kinship headmen had the same responsibilitics as the
captain but presided over a smaller population. Thus a
village might be led by one caprain and several
headmen (12

Bnmn Von WI:nEI:“, a Russian seationed ai Fore
Ross during the 1830s, was favorably impressed by
the “casy-going” and “tender-hearted” nature of the
Pomoan peoples. He noted the near equal standing of
group members and their lack of slavery. Wrangell
described their society a8 follows:

They love their children with grear affection,
ver they require patnarchal obedience, and
all the younger members of a ribe pay great
respect, o age, w experience, and vo the an
of archery. The high esteem in which the
father is held isoften passed on to che son, B
the authority of the chief is generally racher
minimal, for anvone is free o leave his
birthplace and w choose another residence

(13

Membems h'ip ina Bouchem Pomo k'ln.*:hi'p group
wis aot determined !“I.'I:I'_l.' h':,r blood, as choice of
residence was also importane. Flexible residence rules
and a varicey of kinship relations made it casy foran
outsider to join a group chrough marriage or sdoption.
Among the Makahmo and Mihilakawna Pomo,
marriage partners had vo be chosen from outside the
blood kin group. A newly married couple would often
live For a time in both the husband's family's village
and the wife’s Family's village before making a final
decision on where to live. They might even continue
to shift residence. Ic was, however, the parents’
chowe of residence which determined inical kin
allegiance for cheir offspring (14},

The responsibilivy for taking care of the children
and teaching them eraditiomal ways rested on the
entire kinship group, not on the parents alone. This
was done along generational lines, All women called
“sigter” by a woman would care for and creac her
child as if ic were their own. Children were especially
close to their grandparents, who wok the primary
responsibilicy for cheir instruction. Older children
also took charge of cheir vounger siblings, sometmes
acting as an intermediary between them and cheir
grandparents, Thus 3 voung girl would have called all
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A Makahmo family, circa 1898; Mr, and Mrz, Jim Marino and daughters
{photo courtesy of Elsie Allen)
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]'I|:1' ﬁ:m::.l.-r.‘ 1..'vu-|,|:.'||.‘|.-|. "ni:l!tr," while her elder sisier
was called “lictle mother.” When these girls
themselves had children, their daughters would
address as “aunt” all thewr mother's “sisters,”
tegardless of the closcness of the bislogical
relationship. In additon, these terms might be used
merely o show respece, despite a complewe lack of
blood relationship, This use of Kinship verms must
have caused considerable confusion to census takers
in the 19%th century and continues to pi:lgu:
nﬂiﬂnlng_:'ﬂbnttl:rnpﬁng o comstruct gl:nml-ugicn.

Drespive these complications, census data from
1880 and 1910, in combination with genealogics
collected by modern ethnographers, allow us o
reconstruce residential kin and family groupings
around che murn of the century. Indians evidently
continued to live in large extended family units, The
following “Family Tree™ illustrates the residenes of
Ok Ball Village in 1830, Excepr for two brothers,
whose connections with the others are unclear, all
persons appear o be related o the Bill family cither
by blood or by marriage. The four ofispring of D,
Bill” remained together: their spouses, and sometimes
the spouses” relatives, joined the residential group.
Thirty years lager, in May 1910, nine of the former
Oak Ball residents seill resided together ac the
Cordova Place, along with cheir children and
grandchildren, Capeain Charlie Bill, the leader of chis
group, had died two vears earlier. His role was never
refilled, although his sister’s daughter took over some
of his duties (15).

Paormoan hl‘ru:u:l'u:ﬂ d. saze and Sstructurc durn rigI th¢
historic period were exeremely variable, as men or
other members of the family mighe spend pare of the
yvear away from home cngaged in temporary
agricultural wark. At the time of contact, household
size and serucoure varied by season and sccording o
the preferences of individual families. Large
households held up vo 15 pesons, sll relaced by blood
or marriage, while a small houschold mighe be made
up uflml}r:l woman, her chialdren, and |1-crfu|'|-l an el
i, .A.I:H.‘ﬂl'diﬂs 41 < an'll:u:rl El.dl':r., a tnupll: IJ!II.II:I.I.I.':,'
remained in the grandparents” house until they had
“roo many childeen™ { 16),

Pomoan LIFE COURSE
Birth

If a family was not already living at the wife's
mother’s home, they returned there for che binth of a
child. Here the expectant mother was counseled by

her 'ch.u.|¢' n&lnt:iw:l, whie :.hul miﬂcd thee rndwife at
the child's birth. The infant was washed and wrapped
by a woman whe was good and generaus so that the
newbarn might acquire these qualities. Both parcnts
wene confined after their child's birth, the mother in
the childbireh hur adjacent o the living house (alsa
used as a menstrual house)and che father in aspecial
bed in the dwelling house. The parents also observed
dictary restrictions for a prescribed penod (17).

.ﬂ. month or more afecr hirﬂ"l, the :hi.lll Wl n:m:u:sl
in g special ceremony and placed in a eraditional
baby-carrving baskee made by men. The basker was
lincd wath tree moss, which served as a diaper, and
secured by a strap o the mother's back for carrving.

Childhood

Children played a variery of games, many of
which raught chem skills necessary in adule life, They
also spent much cime listening o *Coyore Stories”
about che adventures and misadventures of the
“animal people”™ who occupied the world before
human beings. One elder Mihilakawna recalled the
role of stones in her childhood:

Seories taught us how to sit still and listen,
how to listen to our elders, how o behave
towards them. We learned our language that
way too, by listening o those stories. The
stories also tl:rughl: about different thingl. in
the world: how th'mg: were made, what was
gvl!rtu:' and bad, the way thupiu should act
towards ane another, and more (18},

As parents woere often away hunting and collecting
food, grandparents usually took over the care of the
children. According to one Pomoan woman,

teaching was constant. No one said, *Come
with mve and I will teach vou now,™ It was just
daily. Someone would say, “Come with me.
We are going o gather clover™ or "We are
going to gather some smooth flat rocks to put
inthe acorn basker.™ [t was just constant. We
learned from watching and went from there
{19},

Children began taking on adule respansibilities
upon reaching pubercy, The father and other male
relatives instructed the boys on huncing and fishing
and the roles of manhood, while the mocher and
female relatives taught the girls che are of baskeory,
food gathering and cooking tasks, and the special
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rules and ricuals pertaining to womanhood, Thene was
no special single ceremony for males at puberty; a
number of scparate events indicated their passage into
manhood. The imtaten of young men into anc of the
SECMGE n:'li.gi::'m: :u:n::il:t:i:::. jpp:ur:l to have been onc
marker of this transicion, Ae this poine a boy also
began to take up residence inthe sweathouse with his
father and the other men. In addition, his firse deer
kill was aoeed by a ceremony in which the meat was
shared with his close relations.

For young girls, entrance into adulthood was
sigmaled by their first mensoruation and celebraved by
a p-'n:ﬂ.l:rihl:i.l rrtneal. At thie anset of her first menses, a
gi.l‘l, ﬁ.llh:nn:d 1'.'1':,' her imimediace rn.l'l'Li.l':,' who sANE ihe
customary songs, entercd the menstrual house. She
was confined to this separate room, where her diet
and behavior were restricted, as they would be for
subsequent menstrual periods. The confinement and
restrictions on this first cvcle lasved for four weeks,
while all subsequent confinements lasted only four
days. This transition was accompanied by a change in
the girl’s appearance. Among the Diry Creek Pomo, a
voung girl would have her ears pierced at pubemny,

P~ Fenlll e YRS

il chisTee MELTeg
mquared boundaly o Foumstold
I mcdinpbiew bk
—————  inized Enk unepecBing in souce
T T T e
Arreiritan Aihemery Coundd

while among the Cloverdale Pomo, womanhood was
marked by the right to wear women®s elothing.

Adult Life

The passage of a person into full adule status was
usudlly asseciated with marnage. Men and women
became eligible for marriage shorely afeer being
recognized as adules—men ar about 16 vears and
women at about 15, For Pomoeans, marriage served
noronly o bond che couple ina special relationship, i
also jeined the families, communities, and tribeles in
a cooperative nerwork. Thus marmriape was a political
as well as a social arrangement. In the vast majority
of marriages, the husband and wife spoke the same
language. Somc sons and daugheers of socially and
polivically imporeane familics, however, married
outside of their language group and thereby created of
serengthencd the ties berween groups and enlarged the
oppemunities of both peoples.

Porential spouses could be mer ar the regularly
scheduled social events and dances anended by
neighboring pecoples. Courtship was a serious
undertaking, for it invelved not only the two voung
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people but their families and relations as well, The
parents or sometimes the grandparents of the man
would imitiate the betrothal by offering gifes o the
woman's parons, Accepance of these offerings by
her parenes indicated their acceprance of the suienr,
his family, and their relatives. Discouraging counship
had po be done tacefully, for o refuse che gift ouwerighte
might resule in bad feclings berween the families.

The wcdd:i.ng Ceremony included an l;'_'li.'hi'[!!.-ﬂ' of
gi.FI!:. between the fa mitlies of the bade .'.|.|:|-|.| gt‘n-um-
The groom's family gave che bride strings of
clamshell beads, while the bride’s family gave baskets
to the groom's family. In addition, cach family was
responsible for supplying ingredienes of the wedding
feast. Pomoans continued po follow tradicional
customs into the 20th century, as shown by the
following descriprion of a wedding in nearby Covore
Valley:

old women in Pomer Valley had been pounding
acorns for davs o make pinole which is like
flour, Grear big baskers were filled wich acomn
mush, pinole and perhaps fish, What | saw
wis the bride’s family going back oo
reciprocate what the man’s family had done.
Allthe girl's relatives from the Valley carnicd
o basket of someching, The mother of the
bride had a belt made of beads about chat wide
and she laced chat around her somehow, Can
vou imagine how many beads chat teok? Then
they had a choker much more elaborate than
theone we have at the Museum. Thml,r]:ut that
.'.iI.'I:HJ:l'Ild lies neck and on ehe end of it 'n'nllld.h:
ornumental shell and feather. [ always fele
that their weddings were just as coscly and
Juse as claborate as weddings today among
your people (200,

Alchough the couple was united by the feast and
the exchange of gifts, their families were not formally
joined untl the birch of cheir firse child,

Pomoan women practiced binh control o either
promore, prevent, of erminate pregnancy. his
invalved using herbal preparations accompanied by
the appropriace songs and pravers. Cloverdale couples
wizhing children seometimes visived a special rock,
near what is now the Sonema/Lake county line, where
they made offerings. Births were also limited by
frequent taboos on sexual relations: men had to avoid
contact with their wives before hunting, gambling, or
entering into any situatien which required their full

powcr, while wamen nh.'l.-r:rn:r] thc SUrmc rn:itri.-l;ti:nrll
prior to collecring basketry roots or sacred plants.
Mourning observances often required lengthy periods
of scxual absunence, as could a prolonged ilincss in
the Ffamily. [llpess o death in the family also
prevented marriare from taking place.

We do not know whar prehistoric Pomsan groups
thoughe of as the ideal family size. Lo would have been
important o nsure the survival of enough offspring o
:|1.'||':||!|lurt the Fun:nr_: i theie old IE'I'E. bue :hilril‘rzn
bevond acentain number would not have been seen as
desirable. Ar the time of contact, ncarly all Pomoans
marricd. Judging from documentary and ethaographic
sources, this porm continued in historie times, in
contfast 1o the Eurcamercan population, among
whom the proportion of marned people fell as the
1%th century progressed. Local native couples did
not, howewver, have large numbers of surviving
offspring. As can be seen by comparing che family
trees within this chaprer, Pomoan women had fewer
children than did settler women.

During his visits o the Cloverdale arca in the
18705, echnographer Scephen Powers was told thacche
Makahmo practiced infanticide in order to aveid
raising any more children among the Whites.
According to Powers, a feeling of intense pessimism
had overwhelmed the Makahmo:

There seems to have fallen on them a great
and bitter despair. . .they see themselvesslowly
and I'I.Il'E'l'ﬁl'ﬂ'll'l.ﬂlll'!I:I 1""." thie whitte man with hiz
hus'!.' cngi:rh::. k% vast l::l'll'.l':rp rise . his
thundering locomotives; all their fine broad
valleys wrenched from them with bloody
violence; themselves jostled, elbowed back,
crushed e earh; all their dch aut-bearnng
foreses filled with the swarming flocks and
herds of the avaricious and never resting
American, consuming the acoms which are
theirsubsistence, and for presuming oo gather
which off lands which were their own from
e il.‘nl'ﬂt:tﬂnh"a!. and for wh'nth II'H:':,' have
never reccived the compensation of ane poor
dollar, they have beensometimes pursued and
shot unto death like jackals {21),

Infancicide was also sometimes practiced if a
child was born with an immediately recognizable
birch defect. In the 19%h century, the infant mortalicy
rate among Pomoans must have been extremely high
due o their lack of resistance w introduced discases.
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Wwomans Dance Headdress

Women®s ceremonial regalin (drawing by Rusty Rossman)

poor living conditions, and lack of medical carc. In
additien, couples may have consciously avoided
having more than a small aumber of childeen.
Together these factors kept the complered Family size
of Pomoans relatively small. In recounting her life
spory, one Pomoan elder feom Poter Yalley indicated
that xmuall famihies continued oo be the narm ineo thes
contury:

I aften wondered if ie was a subconscious
rebellionagainst the White man or whae, but
do you know that the voung people [in ca
1910], very few had any children Aune Maggie
had four, three sons and a daugheer. Mocher
had four. Now there is two of us, The resr,
whaole families, are just gone. | chink there
are five direct descendents of the peaple who

were there. | have always wondered why but
[ don't know (22).

In contrase to the Power Valley Pomo, there ane
still quite a few descendants of Dy Creek and
Cloverdale Pomo living in nomham Sonema Coancy.
In fact, with better sanitation and medical care, the
declining population of native peoples reversed itself
on a statewide level in the mid-20th cenmiry: in 1560
American Indians had relatively larger families tham
did any other ethnic minority group in California
{23}

Adultheod for Pomoan men and women required
paricipation in a number of activities, which varied
according to their age and sex. Among precontact
Pomoans, food-collecting activities were governed by
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& fas rl'g,' f.l!ril‘:l'. diviizion of labar. While mian huntnd 1
the nearby hills or fished the crecks, the wamen
collected basketry materials on creck oerraces,
harvested plane foods in the meadows, or processed
foods back at the village or camp. Pomoan women
worked very hard. Baron van Wrangell obseeved that
hunting was the male domain, while the women
*undertake the difficult tasks in general™ and “canry
all the heavy loads.,” He aroributed this wneguoal
dmvizion af labor eo hin-]n-gii:l] Factors: the wamen
e ing_ ge ndru.“y of a “murh n!:'ungcr FI‘I '!.':l.i::ﬂ
constitution” than the men, “who, although large and
well-proportioned, still scom to be weaker than the
women” [24), Women gathered and preparcd mose of
the food. Some staples required numensus steps in
processing before they were ready to car. Just
preparing acorng, the mainstay of their diee, was “a
lot of work™" involving “gathering ir, shelling i,
drying it, grinding i, soaking it to leach our the
binerness and cooking it™ (25),

Alchough many tasks were limited by age or sex,
some activities involved most of the people in a
village. All family members joined in when the large
communal fish dams were erected across a creek:
some seayed on the banks to clean, sale, and dry the
catch, while men, women, and children waded in the
water, driving the fish into che ceneral basketry trap.
Acorn collecting, camried out in the lage fall and early
winter, alse required all family members, Men
climbed high in the tree and, using angled harvesting
poles, knocked the acorns o the ground, while women
and children collected them into Inrgc bhaskeots.

Pomoan men and women had separace social
netwarks. Women were not allowed into the men’s
secict secictics, and only old women could encer the
sweathouse, Thus women were excluded from direct
participation in ineerfamily and intergroup decisions.
Pomaan women did, however, have direct concrol
over the internal affairs of the family. The
“headwoman™ of each family had charge of the
valuables of all f':r'm'l}' members, i.nl:luding those of
hr_q' marfied sons. She rngu!ﬁ!cd g:il?t g'n.'ing at
weddings, funcrals, and other occasions, and was also
in charge of food collection, preparation, storage,
and diseribution for the family.

Men spent much of their time in the sweathouse
with other men. Although they ate their meals ac
home, they would often slecp in the swearthouse, Here
the men developed close friendships, exchanged
informarion, educated the younger men, planned joint

:ll;!i'l':itil:!.. deale with |1|t||iti.|=| matbers, dand plu.'!,'r_'ll
games of chance, skill, and endurance. Men could
gain status and wealth through specializing as
craftsmen in bead, bow, or stone tool making, or as
professional gamblers, athlewes, dancers, singers, or
storytellers. There were also a limited number of
leadership roles as wribeler caprain, and as crading,
hunring, and fishing caprains, and kingroup headmen.
Positions in the curing ans, such as herbal docoors,
ainging doceors, and “outfit” doctors, were also
highhl,l Pri::l:d. and np-r:l'l it both men and wiamei.
Mose of these positions, however, were filled by men
trained by their fathers or other kinship group
members who previously had held the same position.

The women and children gathered in the dwelling
houses. Here, the women developed comradeship,
learned from each other, dealt with the affairs of
women, and planned female-centered activities. The
menstreal vuse was che exclusive domain of women.
Here yvounger women were counseled by theirolder
female relarives.

There were also positions of high status and
suthoricy for which only Pomoan women could scrive:
the headwomen presided over the affairs of women,
and there were also female gamblers, storviellers,
and doctors. Unlike men, only a few of whom were
selected by the elders for specialized roles, women
had greater opportunities o specialize, Many women
excelled in midwifery, herbalism, and in the making
of special buskets. Most women made baskers for
doamestic use, but some :.p-nl:i.ll:'s:u created Ip.\.'i:hl'!.'
dl:l:ll'll.'..l'tﬂd l'.'m:kl:h. fiar :il'rq'tlnr!ml: l;l;n:rm‘:nhl anel m:rl;i:l
oocasions, Pomoans are considered by many to be the
waorld's finest basketmakers and are known
internationally for their decorated baskets,

Through her baskerry, a Pomoan woman gained
recognition from her group and from persons from
other rribeler groups. Baskers continue o bring
Pomoan women into the larger social neowork.
Renowned Pomoan baskeemaker Elsie Allen learned
the art from her rl'nnl]'!mr ﬂ.m:l gr.ll'u:l mnthv_*r. wonton o
ecach it at the Mendocinge Are Center, and put on
demonstrations at craft and an exhibaes in major citios
from California to Mew York. Her mother also
influenced Elsie in her desire to teach non-famaly
me b

Mother showed baskers for seven years, She
showed baskers st the Boonville Fair, and
around. She liked people and noticed how
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A Makahmo weaver at home, 1980; Elsic Allen with the basketry art of three gencrations
{photo by Scott Patterson)
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l':u:npl-l,‘: liked e bﬂ:h:l: di!.r.llu.}':.. Eht wanicd
me to eravel and meet people through the
baskets and noe deseroy her baskets and have
nothing left for me and others in the future.
Mother died in 1962, and | have tried o keep
my promise (260,

Md Age and Death

Among the Souwthern Pomo, people were accorded
the respect owed o “clders” when they bocame
grandparents, often before they reached middle age
by 20ch-century standards. Ar this poine, their
responsibilivics shifted to canng for and educating
their grandehildren, while their own children ek
over the tasks of providing the group with food and
other staples. The elders were greatly respected and
readily obeyed by their grandchildren, whom they
instructed in the raditional ways and beliefs, The
accumulated knowledge and experience of old people
gave them considerable power, Lile by liccle, uncil
their deaths, chey passed their power on, in the form
of information, skills, and ricual objects, o the
sucoecding penerations,

Bath the Cloverdale and the Dry Creck Pomo
cremated their dead along with all of the possessions
of the deceased. The name of the dead person was
never used again, for its use might cause the deceased
to want to remain among the living, The dead could
find the afeerlife only if all attachments to cheir earchily
presence had been broken—thus, the burning of
]ﬁnuacuinnu and the Fm}!ihjlinl‘l @n l.I!lII'IE the name.
Upan death, the family and relatives of the deceased
gathered rogether to moummn. Men and women painted
their faces, cut their haie, and cricd and wailed o
demonsorate their grief. The Makahmo observed a
mourning anniversary one year afver the funeral
Again, evervone wailed at the loss of the deceased,
and feod and ivems of value were burned ar the grave.

SETTLERS
Family and Kin

Alchough less Formal and encompassing in their
influcnce than true kinship groups, kin were
nonetheless a very importane factor in cthe
development of the West Kin served as a resournce to
protect and promore the desires of member Families
and individuals. For example, during the settlement
stage, families having the suppor of an effecrive
kinship network often had an advantage over familics
trying to make it on their own. Kinship was also a
factor in migration, secclement, and marriage

patterns. Kinship became less segnificant in the 20ch
century, as many of the activities performed by these
groups were taken over by impersonal, oueside
agencics, both pravate and governmental.

In western society of the late 200h century, one of
the major functions of kin is o provide emotional
suppon. offering a sympathetic car and sound
counscl. This was not always the case; in the 19th
century, extended F:.r'rqily members were valued as
much for thew nh:ility ia] Fmvid.-l;: dssistance duriﬁg
periods of econamic need or crisis, These economic
exchanges cemented familial relationships from
gencration to gencration and maintained the selfs
sufficiency of the family. Families preferred to rely
on relatives, rather than on strangers, for aid (27)

Kinship had a scrong influence on migratory
pracrices, Mulafamily units often moved wese as a
unit, even when making stops spread over many years
or decades. Brothers, often with their wives, widowed
maother, or even mother-in-law, traveled together.
Mumerous examples of familics moving west o be
ncar kin are recorded for the Lake Sonoma Area.
Giiven the nature of landholding described in Chapoer
5, 1t would have been easier for kin to move into the
arca than for unrelared persons, As described in that
chapter, relatives might help a settler to consoelidawe
his claim. They mighe also seetle a portion of that
claim for their own wse. Such was probably che case
when, in 1884, the Tom Scote family moved onto a
ranch ncighboring that of Tom’s half-brother,
Eylmt{:r Sentt,

Relatives did not always make the best neighbors,
however, and the antics of feuding kin make up a
good part of the gossip of most rural communitics.
The Family of one projece-area landowner lived in
Mendocine County ta the noth, where, in the 1850s,
a numberof relatives had sereled a valley. Two of the
brothers quarreled for decades over a fence line.
After many, many years, the pair had a wearful
reunon at what was :|'.'||'¢:iu|'n|:i.| o b the deathbed of
one af the brﬂ'l']'m'rl.. Bt whr!n, (i} l:|.'|1:'|r miuiual
cmbarrassment, the brother recovered, they continued
the feud, more fiercely than ever (28}

Marriage between neighboring familics served o
expand and serengthen Rinship bonds: and o
consolidare property heldings. Close relationships
berween neighbors were inevitable in a melatively
sparsely sertled and isolared area, where fortuitous
mesrings with eligible strangers would have been few
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:m.! far between. Theie ramani e in vl vie et s would
have been cither encouraged or discouraged by
families, depending, in part, on the mueual benefit
that the union might bring about. Active kin groups
took & strong interest in the romantic actachments of
their members, which could result in farmily feuding
and bad feelings. Privacy was not possible even on
peopraphically secluded properties in the Dy Creck
uplands. Asone young woman complained:

Huow that ald hen can h:l:i:r.'rtl:.ﬂ.'k of the Pr'lvn.tc
affairs of the rest of the Naton baffles me.
She has seven children to take care of and a
house to keep ncat and clean, and that ouglht
to keep any woman busy and happy, but she
seems never so happy as when she has
percipitated herselfl into the innermost secres
of her neighbors far and near (29),

The lovers themselves were not oblivious to the
economic aspeces of their anticipated marriage. One
local boy was quite taken with a certain Miss Cassidy
whao lived just to the narh, but when her father’s
gold-mining prospects failed, so did their romance.
An observant brother wrote of the young man's plight
as ool bvws:

I feel SOETY four lll:rlm:r}'. He seemes o :Fvl:l:l a
kind down hearted lately. The rage a bout the
mine scemes todica way and [ think that he
thinkes ther s nothing in marreving a red
heded women wethought [without] a fortun
and he wishes he tied up his stockinges passing
bury Ferrey’s [puncouation added] (300

Ferry, their neighbor oo the south, was a successful
rancher with several YOUME, wn married d:ugh!n %,

A considerable amount of intermarrying went on
beoween familics who lived in the Dy Creek Vallev:
the Prtcherr, Beyane, Ireland, Hendricks, Wood,
Phillips, Richards, and YVan Alen Ffamilies were
conneceed by marriage with each other and with other
families wup and down the wvalley. Some of the
landholdings of these families bordered on each other.
Ar marrizge, the parents of one parcner might give the
couple some of the family’s acreage, either deeded or
possessory, and eventually the aging parents might
mortgage or give all their holdings 1o them, Loans,
ranging from small to large sums, were commonly
arranged berween kinfolk, Most kin could not supply
large sums, however, especially following the mern of

Wedding photograph of Dry Creek Valley residents Mauode Phillips and Geo. L. Hendricks, 1941
(photo courtesy of Edwin Langhart Moseum, Healdsburg)
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Vacationing on Matthews ranch, circa 1908 (from GM collection)

the century: loans were then negotiated with a bank,
but often with a relative acting as the guarantor,

Families and individuals residing in the arca also
had connections with their urban=dwelling kinfalk.
This enlarged the social and economie base of both
groups. The Van Alen family—John, Egbert,
William, and Harry—are a good example of this
extension. Together, they engaged in a wide range of
speculative ventures in the late 1880s, including a
steck ranch at Flar Ridge, a farm and vineyard on Dy
Creek (CA-Son-112TH), and a fruit-packing cannery
im Healdsburg. T'o raise capital for these ventures, the
Van Alens morngaged real estare. At some point, they
ovef expanded, for in December of 1894, with rwo
u::nplnintm::ain st them for Llnpuid debes, thenr YHilk
acie Flat H.'i-:igl: Hanch was sold at a r.|1|h|i-:.' auction
{31 The Van Alens’ range of haldings foreshadowed
the financial empires consolidaved by local kinduring
the cardy 20th century. Livestock, wine, mineral
deposits, lumber, and of course, real estate, made up
the sssees of these corpodations, governed by boards
of dircctors composed of Family members,

Most arrangements berween rural and urban Kin,
however, were not so formalized: they were based

instead on notiens of family favers, responsibilicy.
and I'ci;.il!-rnl:il:'f.‘. Urban kin could run errands and
l'.lLIrl,'.h ase a wide vanety of consumer poods for cheir
rurgl “cousins.” They could keep country relatives
abreast of price conditions in town and help them
market their livestock and produce o best advantage.
They also supplied a place for rural kin to stay when
in town. In twrn, ciey folks could summer on the
country property of relatives, Although they mighe
give some aid at harvese and sheep-shearing time, the
city cousins were primarily on vacation. The
:i|:'|:'||.'||i1:.1.!i1.|-r'n of these extended summer visits on
landholding parterns have been discussed above (see
Chaprer 51 In addivion o leting cheir city relagives
live off the “far of the land™ during summer, rural Kin
sent gifes of game, poulery, and produce throughout
the vedr o their urban cou niCrparts.

From old letters and oral history, a flavor of all
the best aspects of this relattonship botween urban and
rural kin can be reconseructed. George Mamthews ran
a kind of summer CAMp if the 1 ry Crech lu-|:'r|.'| s fiowr
the Cochranes, relatives on his mother's side from
Marin Councy (32). From 1900 (20 vears afier the
death of George's mother) unil arcund the First
World War, members of the Cochrane family spent
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Woman hunter on !‘I-tiltht-u-s ranch; note “Tent CH}"" in background, circa 198 (from GM collection)

summers at the ranch. Some families camped in tens,
while others had cabins scatcened about the propercy.
George supplied the tents, pienic tables, straw
mattresses and cots, and, for some families, even a
milk cow, In addition to the ranch’s orchards, vines,
and berry bushes, George planted a vegetable ganden
for che families’ use. Everyone ate well during their
visits, There was plenty of fresh food and game to
cat. And when George wasn't around, the cousins did
a bit of illegal hunting or helped themselves to his
chickens, The commodities that couldn 't be caught or
'|:|i¢]n|:|l at the ranch were 1|'|i|‘|-p-|:\-:| i advance From San
Rafael. In addition, f‘l:urj;: made weokl v I.rJP! g0
Cloverdale, armed with a shopping lise E'rum cach
family's camp, This must have been a substantal
gachernng, for there were 36 second cousins, their
parents {((Feorge"s cousins), and nonrelated friends of
the families who summered ar the ranch. No family
me mbers ever paid Mamthews to stay on his ranch, and
he reportedly enjoved the summer ger-togethers as
much as they did.

Dwuring the first summers the entire family of
cach cousin would came up, but as the yoars wene by,
the men could Aot take time off work and would join
their families only when they could. As soon s
schaol ler out, the cousing got ready for the wrip. Each
family rraveled by train from San Rafael to
Cloverdale, where George mer them with horse and
buggy at the stacion. Afrer a big lunch at the
Cloverdale Horel. the families changed from cheir

city things into their country clothes in a room
reserved at che hoeel for thag purpose. They left their
city clothes in Cloverdale o be retrieved on che way
home. Everyone piled into George's buggy for the
ride o chie ranch. Before the climb up Red Mountain,
all the children had vo get out and walk up the steep

!lﬂpl:.

First ching in the summer, the boys filled sacks
with sand and built a dam in Dry Creek to make o
nwimmi.ng hale, ::umph:ll: with d:i'l.'irlg board. The
children ipont their summers :w:imm'lny;. ||'tl|:ir:g.. and
horschack riding‘, they also learned o hune at a young
age. George Matthews belioved that girls and boys
should be raised the same, so the girl cousins learmed
these skills too, Soda Springs, theee miles o the north
of Matthews' house, was a favoriee spot, with boely
hot and cold pools. The children broughe sugar and
lemons from the orchard and made a delicious lemon
fizz. They also visited Hood's Hoe Springs about cwo
miles south of George's house,

Inthe evening all of the familics came in from the
different camps and got together on the verandah o
well staries and sing songs. George's foreman, Charlie
Conk, plaved the sccordion, and other campens played
vielins. Eventually George built a dance pavilion for
all his guests. There the teenaged cousins, cheir
fricnds, and young members of the hunting club
frolicked until the early hours of the morning, The
older and vounger puests thoroughly enjoyed

146



Crarrer & - Fawer o Kiv

themselves as well, but the stage was centainly seit at
the ranch for many a firse summer fomance.

One long-remembered cvent was the “Gocat
Water-Fight.” One particulardy hot day, when George
wid in pown, silliness overwhelmed the f.’u'lt”j. CAMpS
and the entire elan participated in a marathon water
fight thar not only empried the water tanks Geonge had
buile po supply the camps, but the well, and even the
dishwater, which “Mama threw at Unele Jim.”

The wvacations ended when school stareed,
although same lucky children were allowed oo miss
the Firse weeks of classes. When a family was leaving
for the season, everyone got together in front of the
house vo take phul.-::-};:u]ﬁh & Then th CY went down L
Cloverdale in the buggy, gor back into their ciry
clothes, had lunch, and caught the train. Most visivors
lefe reluctantl v, and ic vook chem quite awhile to get
used o city life again. As one young cousin wroge
during class on her first day back ar school:

Weall arrived safely home, alchough [cannot
say happily, as faras [ am concerned for [ goc
the blees Frtj_[hrfllll'!.‘ jnl.'-.r as zoon as | soruck

this cold, misemable city. It was <o Faggy that

I could not sec my hand. Heinge [amember of

the hunting club] managed to keep us cheerful

though, throughout the journcy. [ was

positively ashamed of him. He came through

the L'ii':- in the same old clothes that he wore

on the ranch. He was as happv as alark and as

proud as a prince, with his gun and his buck

on his shoulder and the horns and 3 log of

wasodd tied with a hayrope m his hands. He was

cxccedingly happy when he arfived in thecity

and papa a lictle bie oo, Mama managed o

keep him somewhat seraight. They satinthe

amaking car by themse lves so no wonder they

were happy (330
Louis Mead: A Solitaire

."ir||i|;1r'!.' individuals were unusoal in this arez of
farmil Y enterp rnses. Althoupgh some prnjd.' Ch-ares
residents lived alone duning their bachelorhoosd or
ftollowing the death ofa SPoraEe, unl} a few residents
can be singled out as “hermie.” Lows C. Mead was
ane of these, described by archacologists asa man of
“subtle myseery”™ (34), He lived on o homestead (CA-
Son-555/H) bordering what became Skaggs Springs-

“The goat that Followed George Matihews home from Ornbaon Valley.Y circa 1910
(photo courtesy of Geraldine Von Husen)
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Two young campers on the Matthews ranch who had just been awakened by a bucket of water,
circa 1910 (photo courtesy of Geraldine Von Husen)

Srewart's Poing Hoad. He arrived sometime after
1570 and worked as a laborer at a nearby farm. The
1B50 census hisung placed him wp the road from
Skaggs Springs. where he remained uneil his deach in
15200 ax ape F1 He had either traveled west with his
parents and vounger sster, or had been fallowed by
them after a shore period, His facher, 5.1, Mead, was
the Indiana re porter w (3 LV] Fu.'nm:-::l the descriptions of
Skagegs Springs quoted in the Loultural Landscape
section of Chapeor 3. The elder Mead may have come to
California for his healeh; he spent some time taking the
waters at Skages, before eventually scetling with his
wife and daugheer in Healdsburg and becoming a co-
editor of the Rusiss River Filag, the town’s Republican
MEWSEIDCT.

The 1880 census showed Louwis and his father
living vogether on the homestead and his motherand
saster on Matheson Strect in Healdsbarg, 5.1, Mead
may have been only visiting his son at this time. Loy
apparently quarreled with his family and remained a
recluse for the rest of his life. His parenes and sister
merved po Santa Barbaria in 1883, and when his facher
dicd the nexe year, Louis received nothing. His
misther's lzlhiluu:'_.-, |'!||"i|'|[r:d in the Heald h|.'lur|.:,_|’!lu.|'u:|' ini
1897, failed vo mention her son, who lived only a few
milkes away, bur noted char Mrs. Mead was survived
by a daughter whe lived in San Francisco (351

Local residents remember Louis Mead as a loner
who had no family and socialized little. Lowis® name
ded miog AppeEar on any of the puest lists of local parties
pl.lh[i'-.hn:_:lj in the Heald sharg paper and later collected
by WS RS researchers, His re p ubed sty nEY nature—
“he was as close as the bark on a damn tree” —is
revealed by the following story: “One cime his own
dod camie there to visie him and staved on o 1.'1:-|.||'|Ir_' of
woecks and when he left why, he prescatod the old man
with a bill for board and room.” The same old-timer
recalled a eypical Lows Mead shopping trip oo
Geyserville. He came in an old care pulled by a
starving horse and followed by a couple of skinny
dogs. Following his shopping and befare returning
home in the afternoon, ke would lunch on an onion
sandwich, the main ingredient having been
“hormowed”™ from the seed box in the store. Orher
locals remember Lowis with humor and affection as a
man wha “hived from day o day,”

Lowis Mead apparenty supported himself for
over 40 vears on his 320-acre homestead. He
cultivated a small ficld and raised poulery, hogs,
goats, and a few camle. Work done by historical
;J.l:1.'|'ul:l.l]ugi:ﬂh attcats oo Louis' 'a.-::||"-.~|u|':|_:|.'il:|!||.‘"\_-.'.
Archacologists excavared two stone dugouts on his
homesvead: one apparently served as a vool shed and
the other as a cold cellar for food, "The dugous were
constructed by digeping into a slope and lining the
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Hiram Perry Hulbert and Mary Bell Hufstader Hulbert and children, ca. 1597

inperior with unfinished stone of differing sizes. One
dugout apparently had steps approaching it made of
wood planks, flamened tin cans, and soil. Both
outhuildings probably had wond sides and roofs, Food
bone recovered from the cold cellar suggested that
Lowis relied more heavily on home-butchered goart
and deer meat than on store-bought beef cuts.
Evidently not pressured by family or self-ambition,
he avoided the pi:l:f'all: of bad debis which pl:gue:d
ather area n;.\.id-l‘:l'l £S5 Hc FAET n;.\.ixl!cd overtures from
expansion-hungry neighbors to buy him out. In March
1920 Loouts Mead sold his property to an ousider as a
“Life Estate,” w be turned over to the purchaser upon
Mead s death. Six months later Liouis died during an
OpeTation 1o amputite § gangrenous leg.

Family Life

Dwuring the 1B00s, families faced an uncertain
future; lifie was fragile, and shifting economic erends
could be perilous. In 1900 the average life expectancy
at birth of White Americans (male and female) was
anly 49 years, yet up seven years from the 1850
figure (30} High infant morcality was one reason for
the low life expectancy: the infant morcalicy race for
the lace 1%h cenmury was approsimately 10 times that
of the 1980s. As infant morwaliey declined and life
expectancy rose, birth rave and family size also
declined. One of the most noticeable changes in
western families over the past cenoury is the decling in

hirth rate: between 1510 and 1930 che birth rate
declined from an average of eight children per mother
o slighdy bess than three (37). There are not enough
data o work owt the bigh race for all women in the
l.ake Sonoma Area; we do know, however, that
during the 19ch century it was high for many of these
women, especially chose living in the Diry Creck
uplands, ranging up to 200 birchs. Familics with six or
REVER :url.'i.ving children were common. i'.':ﬂm,pln tedd
f::'ni!'!.'si.m r]n:'rppn] comnside r.i|:'|-|'_.' after the turn of the
I:I:I.'Itllr:f.

Death in the family was a common childhood
experience in the study area, as in the general
population. The long ehildbearing pefiod—owver 25
vears for some women—and shormer life-expecrancy,
meant thar the lives of parenis and children overlapped
for a shorer period than they do at present. "The
"i:'mpt'_n.' nest ph:uvl:. S0 COMMOn I‘.vl:lrJ.ﬂ':.'. in whsch a
CABL |:||.-|: :|‘:|r_'|.1d= MAnY yoors t-DF.EtI'II:I after the dl:].lﬂl'tl.lﬂ:
of their children, was rare; marfiage was more
commonly broken by the death of o spouse before the
end af the child-rearing period. The insecure nature
of the family meant that many individuals did noe pass
through the life-course transitions in the ideal order
or at the appropriate age, The voungest children, for
example, often had o care for and support their
widowed parent and thus could not marey uncil an
advanced age. if ar all.
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Ranching family in the Dry Creek oplands {(from GM collection)

Familics setcling in the area faced a changing set
of constraines and opportunities that challenged cheir
resourcefulness. In addition o the precariousness of
life ieself, families had o cope with the instabilicies of
the developing capitalist system. The first problem
was toestablish a homestead with a sufficient quanticy
and variety of crops and livestock to supply the
subsist¢nce needs of a growing family, Then a cash
crop was necessary if one was ever o be successful
and rise above the subsistence level. Cattle, sheep,
and grapes were the main choices of the arca’s
npl:l:l!nrs..T'hl:HE invesiment rnquirnd lahar aned cash
for de 1.'1:|ur.|m|:r|.|:. It alsa became ine rc:lu:ir'lgl'g,'
impaortant to sccure legal citle to one's properey; this
also required cash. Older members of the growing
familics might aid in property development and
expansion, but many families needed additional help
from the ouside in the form of hired hands and loans.
A woman who settled with her family in Green
Valley, about cight miles south of Healdsburg,
described what they did in che mid-1850s as

£ r.||.'_|.' the common routine of business :iruﬂml']'!.'
[sic] vo farming & such kind of work. such as
ploughing & clearing planting out orchands &
vineyards & raising stock & milking cows
erying all ways to make a liveing & our girls
& bows gerting large enough oo help us. 2o that
we might be able vo pay our debes (38).

The expanding operators’ conscant need forcash
o pay the helpand mongage pavments strained some

enterprises bevond the limic of their resources, The
rapid price fluctuations of agriceloural products could
bankrupt families who were forced to sell cheir goods
at o low price in order to raise needed cash. An
additional threat, climatic disasters, might not only
severcly damage a family’s crops and livestock b,
by destroying their means of acquiring cash for
maortgage payments, might cause the eventual loss of
the entire operation. Thus, heads of houscholds sought
e balance the needs of property development with the
nceds of their families, all within an economic and
environmental climate xu hjn:l: Lo mpil:l ch ange.
D-r:'l.'q:luping yeEnturcs w:il.hi.n the Lake Sonoma Arfea
WL FE.L"'EII '“i!h i I'J.l:l:l.iﬂl! il.'l i‘:mdur_'l:i\.'il'.}r I.‘IIJI!' ]
deteriorating grasslands, the phylloxera epidemic, and
falling prices for wool and sheep.

Seetlers also had w confront the lack of
oppormunicy for younger family members seeking a
place in the rural economy, as well as the nsing
expectations of young and old stimulated by the
industrial revolution. !Jndhnldingﬂ. werne aften settled
|:1_.' brothers or h':,' a father and his sons. These
holdings, however, could support only one family.
Thus younger brothers necded to acqguire sufficiont
capatal to purchase their own land when they wished
o marey. Afver about 1875, the lack of funds and
scarciey of suitable land keper these men single and
within the Family operation for mostof their vounger
vears. In pamticular, the large acreage requirement of
sheep ranching did not permic the Fragmentation and
formation of new enterprises, forcing the eventual
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-Ill:'F:II'h.I:l'I:’ af all but one son. After nnl:ﬂ.hli:hin!. in
enterprise, the problem was no longer properey
development, but maintaining the family enterprise
intact through an increasingly harsh pernod of
economic and environmental erses (39),

Women

Uneil relatively recentdy, the role of women in
developing and maintaining these agricelowral
enterprises had been essentially overlooked. "This
oversight was duc in part to the focus of rradinonal
hisrorians on great men and major events and wo the
less public stage on which much of women's history
had been played out—the houschold. In the Lake
Sonoma Area, as elsewhere, women not only
participated in the families’ economic ventures, they
also helped create and maintain the social communicy.

The influence of wives on propeny development
decisions was probably greaver chan will ever be
realized. Women, throwgh cheir role as cook and
household manager, may have had o greater
swareness of the success or failure of the operation
than did their mates. [t was a woman's responsi bilicy
to parcel out the family’s supplies in such a way as to
never run out. In dwellings lacking electricity or

ren n:il'ng_ wiaker, :imply :n:vtumrlliihil'lg I:hu:l.t tasks
eraditionally defined as “women's work"” was o
mammoth undertaking: cooking, washing, cleaning,
scwing, and giving birth to and caring for numerous
children. Some women were in charge of cooking
meals for up to 20 hungry persons, thiee times o day.
One may add e this the necessary chores of canning
fruirs, vegetables, meat, and fish, making soap and
chothes, and tending the garden and farmyand animals.

.ﬂ.:ir.ll: fram therr domestic :|'n|l:' ir.| the home and
farmyard, some women worked on the range with the
men a5 well. In 1887 one woman living in the Diry
Creck uplands wrote, *Jonney and my self is the stock
men now daves we mannage ehinges while the others
do the plowing™ (40 And later: “IF I had not looked
after the cactle this winter we would loose a great
maney borh calves and voung heffers™ (41 ) This dual
role was sometimes necessary when the husband was
sick or dead and che sons were not old encugh w
assume responsibilicy for the enterprise. Married
women often ran the family homessead alone while
the husband was our hunting or tending o octher
business. When widowed homesteaders remarried,
their second wife was wsually much younger than

Washing day in the Dry Creek uplands (double-exposed photo from GM collection)
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Family of George Matthews® hired hand, circa 1908 {from GM collection)

themselves, thus possessing the stamina 0 outlive
them and carry on the property.

Aftera property was successfully established, the
women were under less of a burden to work outside
the physical limits of che house and farmyard, Then
the pl;r.:.nnul temperament of the woman and the
attitude of her hushand had a good deal to do with the
scope of her activioies. According to one woman, who
spent her life working with her hushand on their
Humbaldt Cou Aky fanche

It depends entirely on the woman. Some
women did nothing but kecp the house and
tend the garden and that sortof thing, Canned
and whatever had o do with the hovsehald.
Bue some women also went out and worked
with the sheep. Oh, lamb'em and gather, put
them into the corral. Worked with "em when
ehey were shearing. tagping and did all kinds
|:|FI:I1.i.nE.-: thiat Fr-r.'rl.li.m:d tothe shecp business
(42}

Sheep ranching, more so than camle ranching,
was often undernaken by husband-wife teams. Many
properties within the Momh Coasst Ranges were
managed in such a way, with the woman aking equal
responsibilicy and possessing equal knowledge and
skills im the Family eperanion,

Women may have been more affecoed than men
by the isolation of ranching life, Women had fewer
adult social contacts than men and, 1n the early days,
had fewer reasons or oppormenicies o leave the home,
Especially in the winter and during times of sickness,
the poor roads and lack of neighbors would have been
g real hards h:'|1-. One woman wrote from the [ Irv
Creek uplands in 1B8T:

I realew thught | was dveing. The creckes
WL -:H-'I:rFll:Hl.'ill.g .'Ir|1.‘| [l CRAE |.'-|1|.|.|'L‘I l-_r'Et |'|i:ir
:ll'l-l.‘l (aba L ily]nd i:1:|u|1.1 “l:‘. ok, '-I.I'Ii.ﬁ i"i H YOIy Pl:ll:|r
place for a woman o live chis time of year
unleless there is some one that undestandes
what to dowhen ane is sick. Therne at laise to
be voo wimen to geater [together] where the
nuburs [neighbors] are so scares [punctuation
added] {(43).

Hard work and lack of affection caused this same
woman to complain biteerly of hor spouse: “He treats
the femail sext lik he doe the caetle. The can come in
and come out and die if the like and thae is all the
stock man seems ro care” (44,

Dirinking was the way in which ene of the first
women settlers coped with her isolation and
unsympathetic male companions. There is an often
repeated story concerning Mrs, Scout’s grandmother,
or Aunt Karic, who was reputedly “partial toa dram.”
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'T'I'H: MEn wWere !'ui.ng afF r{Jr ithe l;h.':,l :nd., AEE s hil‘lg_
to leave Katie in possession of the whiskey jug, they
hid it in a tree. Katic eventually found her prize:

With methodic precision she carried oue a
large wash-tub, and having taken cofrect
bearings, placed i immediarely beneath the
jug. and next, procuring her husband’s rifle,
she ook deliberare aim, bang went the change,
the bullet picreed the tanget, the liquor trickled
ineo the tub, Aunt Katie regaled herself, and
was found, on the recurn of the party, in
affectionate proximity to what remained of
her favorite tipple, having had as much
“independence” as was good for her (45),

As more women arrived in the area, they sought more
constructive remedies for cheir problems,

The need for a community and for the
companenship and help of sther women provided the
impetus for the establishment of numerous
organizations, religious and secullar, including the
Saturday Afternoon Club, the Diry Creek Neighbors
Club, 2nd the Cloverdale Spinsters, These reflect a
similar pattern to what has been reported about a
Canadian ranching communicy. There, it was revealed
that although the social networks of men and women
were separate, “due o the limited number of
aleernatives, these ties are complementary, and chey
incarporate different members of the same
howschold.” The women established che social congext
of the househald: “Whereas men have impareant wark
cmd'lungcx with ather men, i1E 15 the wamen whl:'r. four
the mose part, organize che social relationships
between the houschold, che kin group, and the
community” (46}

Four Settler Families

The becal careers of four families illustrate how
people met the challenges presenced by the changing
constraines and oppornitics of the Lake Sonoma
Arca, The historics also underscore many of the
poines made in this chapter and throughout the
vorlume.

As will be seen, the compaosition of the family
and the seatof authority within it changed throughour
the life course of each family. The precariousness of
setring. flexibility of response, and diversity of action
sa characteristic of the 19%th century also can be seen
in the history of these serler families. Diespite the fact
that we are now aware of the remendous contnburion

wives made to r:ll'n:il}' cntr:a‘p-r:i:u::l. little was m:urdr_'l]
on the women connected with these four Families. We
are left primarily with their childbearing record, as
reconstructed from the U5 Census. "Family trees”
have been constructed from the census for each family
at ben-year intervals, except for 1890, for which there
are no dara, The family trees also include boarders
(). as the census liseed people by household (473 In
our area, these households were the economic unics of
pm:lut.:!i.-ﬁn,' thus, these 'Fll‘l‘!lﬂ".' histones Emph:!i:u:
cOOnamICcs,

The Scott Family

The life course of the Sylveswer Scotr family
eypificd many of the trends discussed in this chaprer
(48), In abour 1858 Malinda Miller and Sylvester
were married in Healdsburg. Both had experienced
California in irs frongier days. In 1854, ar age 16,
Swlvester had lefr his home wwn in Wisconsin and
headed for the goldficlds of El Dorado County, while
Malinda had crossed che Plains in a covered wagon
with her grand parents, sexling in che Healdsburg arca
befare 1850, The Millers became well known in the
area, for Valentine Miller had browght the makings of
a distillery with him. In the early days, grain was in
short supply, so he had little opportunicy to ply his
erade, But when Cyrus Alexander sold him a quantity
of damaged wheat in 1831, Valentine was back in
business (49).

The Billers continued pmdlu:w: aleahalic
Iinn'nrng_c: .I:ﬂl'] were the 'Fl'rrcrurlﬁzr:. of tn-:lu.':":
thriving wine indusery in the area. By 1860 Valentine
made wine as well as whiskey:; he was the only
winemaker lisped on the agricultural census for
Mendocinge Township for thar vear. Both the Score
and Miller families then lived as neighbors on the
Sorovome Kancho, By 1865 Svilvester had a
possessory claim along Cherry Creek, and by 1870
his family had moved onto the property. In the first
ten vears of their marriage, Malinda gave birch o
ning children, including one ser of twins. one of
whom died. Valentine's brew must have been
healthful, for in an era where few couples lived w be
grandparents, Valentine and Kate lived to see the
bireh of 12 great-grandchildren. In 1872, in an
interesting case of overlap berween legal and familial
dealings. the Millers signed their propemy over w
Svlvester, with the consideration that Sylvester
“support and mainain” them dunng cheir nateral
lives (50% Acchae point, che Millers probably moved
in with their granddaughcer and her familv, They had
both died by 1874 and were buried ac the ranch. The
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The Scoti family in 1880 (constructed from U5, census)
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The Scott family in 1885 (constructed from information provided by descendanis)

Miblers" graves wene marked with tombstones, carsied
actoss the Plains under their covered wagon. During
the next decade, the Scotr family cemevery was used
at least pwo more times: a young son died in the mid-
1870, and another son deed ot birch in 1884,

Svlvester expanded and diversificd his ranch
during the 1870s. He put in an onchard, a vineyard, a
dairy, and 3 carp pond stocked with fish impored
from Germany, He held claim to a 300(kacre ranch,
pare possessory, part deeded, seocked with milk cows,
cattle, and some sheep. Svivester was in the process
of upgrading his livesvock through the purchase of
thoroughbred Durham bulls and cows, and fine,

imponed sheep.

To help with this work, a3 his children were sull
yvoung, Scont hired laboring men and went inoo
partnership with his wife’s uncle, Isaac Soailey.
Pruring che 18705, the pioneer ranchers on che North
Cinast Hangﬂ:. in-l,']l.ld:ing Sylvester, fared very well on
the rii.'}l. ilmoai prisl:im: Emu[:nr]x. In thic I'.".:III'F
1880%, with at lease some of his onc-dozen-plus
children old enough to help, Scotr continued o
develop his ranch. His Diurham herd won firse prize at
the State Agneultural Fair, and he mn one of the
area’s model properties (51). Orville Baldwin
remiarked chat Sylveseer raised “rwenty children to the
age when they were old enough to run away from
home, which everyone of them did™ (52) This wasa
slight exaggeration, for 15 was menmoned as “old
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enough,” and in 1880 three children of this age and
alder remainecd at home, while two childeen over 18
had lefe

Malinda was related to Joaguin Miller, a poer
well known for his unpredictable nature and
sentimental verse. Billing himself as the " Byron of
the Hockies,” Joaguin toured Europe and the Brivish
Isles in the 18705, Fora time, Londoners were quite
armused by s frontier dress and bizaree aneies, thae
'i:l. n:ﬂcp! for Quncn "l"il:l."n.r:iﬂ, whio i:':l:|'|-rb1:l!|:-|.| |I|.1:| F’E:l'
behavior even from forcigners and poces. Through
Joaquin, members of the European and British
meobiliey learned of the fabulous hunting in the Dy
Creck uplands and of Sylvester Scote, “the hunter.”
Scont operated a forerunner of the hunting elubs whicl
followed in the area. Joaquin Miller and ocher Famous
persons raveled o the areca just o hunt with
Sylvescer, who at one time had 20 bear dogs, some
purchased for as much as 3100 apicce.

Svlvester’s half-brother Thomas Benton Scor,
Tom's wife, Margree, and their five children moved
to an adjoining ranch in 1884, The two families were
very close; the children plaved and went o schonl
together, while their mothers enjoyed each others”
counsel, companionship, and help. Remembering
their childhoods, a3 dsughrer of Malinda's wrote to her
cousin,

The things | liked best on che ranch was when
yvour mather [Margret] and you would come
up o our ranch snd hEIF dr'!.' fruie ond can in
those tin cans and seal with wax. | can
remember all the preserves and so many
pickles and things, my mother and your mother
uscd to fix. ofien think our mothers goe a lot
of comfore together (53).

The rwo Scor families were neighbors for only a
shorg time. As early as 1573, Scon began momgaging
properiy. As with other area ranchers, his
inde bredness may have grown over the vears. In 1881
he mok out 2 seven-year, $12,000 mortgage on his
properey, which at that time was valued ar 520,000,
Sylvester’s (inancial problems became obvious inthe
winver of 1886, when the Bank of Cloverdale and the
Bank of Sonoma both filed proceedings against him
and Scailey. Eighteen months lacer the ranch was sold
at a public auction to the mortgages, What had gone
wrong? The boom period for Monh Coast stockmen
was passing, but his neighbors would manage to hold
out for a few more years.

The profits from Scott’s steckralsing enperprise
may have been dwindling duc to deteriorating
grasslands. His large herd of cacele and dairy cows
would have nceded more and better quality acreage
than the sheep that were gquickly becoming the area's
seaple. In fact, berween 1880 and 1882, Scor had sold
at least 200 of his stock cantle and purchased more
than 100 sheep. Since he had negotiared his loan, the
prices of farm products had fallen while currency was
hl:l:nmihg SCAFCEr [N !IIF-F-]':'I.. -l:'n-na:idnl'nhl:,.' ried u:in.g
hies chanmces I:Irfl'l.:lk.'il'isl Eﬂd: meck Seokk |'|'|.=.1l,- alsa have
been a casualey of what demographers have labeled
the “dependency ratio.” thae is, the number of
comsumers compared to the number of workers. Asa
household moves through the developmental cyvele,
the “"dependency ratio” changes. If the number of
dependent children increases and the number of
working adults remains stable, each Family worker
will have to produce a greater amount of food or cash
o support the rest (54). In 1880 there were six
persons over 15 and 10 children in cthe Scorc
househaold,

Most of Scott’s neighbors, however, were oo
worried about themselves to consider the reasons for
his bankrupecy. One neighbor, in fact, ateributed his
failure o divine punishment incurred by Scotc’s
blasphemy: “my perence [parenes] told me whom so
ever spit against heaven it fell in his face and it s 50 in
scotes case he was all wayes hlascfarming” (351, The
sudden demise of Scott’s operation coused quite o
panic in the arca, as he owed money to local
businesses and working men:

Theiris great excitment in the neighberid lase
week on acount of the failour of sylvester
seodt. His stock and everything he had was
atached last week for dee . . . [illegible].
Meatly all the men in cloverdale is eonscerent
in the failur. He owes dick murphey a thousand
dols and they say he owes the familey laberin
meen in eewn from a hundred vo oo [owo ] more.
The stock i all on fermes ranch and the .-||'||:¢'|;'.|
ang all & 53'I|::ri.ng their .;l'l.d e of the 'ml:l |z and
fargoes deteceives is their oo luck out. .tam
scotts hop house was burned with the hopes in
it Saved nothing but the press [ punctuation
added] (56).

Tom Scotr was not the only person o be aifected
by Svlvescer's failure. Small disasvers multiplied as
old feuds revived between neighbors and a
government land inspector toured che arca, One of
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The Ferry family in 1880 and 190 (constructed from U5 Census)

Scott’s lenders died from a cold he caught remaving
Scott’s sheep o his own ranch in the rain.

In 1EED the Sylveseer Soote family moved vo [daho
im a covered wagon. Svlvester way over 50 vears of
age: Malinda, who had given birth vo her twentiech
and last child in chac ill-Faved vear of 1886, was 48.
Well past their prime and with ar least a half-dozen
dependent children, the Scorrs started over with a
ranch in Leviston, Idaho. [t appears chat the majoricy
of offspring from both Scotr families married.

The ranches of both families, along with many
small holdings, became part of the BM00-acre propersy
purchased by Orville Baldwin in 1903, From Baldwin
a portion of the ranches passed o George Matthews in
1926, and from Macthews' family o the Corps of
Engineers for the Warm Springs Dam/Lake Sonoma
Project.

The Ferry Family

John Ferry and his wife, Mary, were both bornin
Ircland (571 They lived in California by 1865 and had
meoved o the Diey Creek uplands by 1870 (CA-S0n-
567/H}. At thae rime, the couple had four children
under the age of six. The Mendocino Districe School
was located near their home for many years, and afl
bue one of their 11 children arended classes there.
John Ferry was the school clerk for 30 vears,
beginning in 1874, Like the Scot family, the Ferrys
lost cheir ranch for bad debas.

Lass of the Ferry ranch was due o a eombination
af Fumily and national economic conditions. In 1870
John Ferry purchased a $7000 possessory claim toan
unspecified acreage; the bounds of his parcel were
simply described by neighboring claims. As a resulc
of the vague nature of his propery boundanes, Ferry
had squabbles with some of his neighbors, He was
alsoa Justice of the Peace, and despite aconsiderable
amount of vandalism, chreats, fsticuffs, and gun
waving, the only casualty was one of Ferry's dogs.

Although Ferry began as a dairy farmer, he
quickly perceived the greater profit to be made from
sheep. It was during the 1870s chat the Nomh Coast
Ranges first began to assume importanos as the center
of the stave’s range sheep production. Fefry was one
of these pioneer sheep ranchers. The height of the
industry, however, was barely reached in the lawe
18705, when a number of factors combined vo bring
about the decline which charseterized the following
three¢ decades, Profies from sheep never again
approached those realized by the pionser sheep raisers
of the 1870s (38}, At chattime, a fairly managed flock
of good sheep vielded six o seven pounds of wool per
head each year. Ferry's flock did even beoter than
this, averaging four pounds a head for just one of the
rwo yearly clippings in 1879, Spurred on, perhaps, by
a notion of unchanging conditions and seeady profics,
Ferry bormowed money to upgrade his herd and secure
legal title ko the land he held in possession,

Ferry's operation had mortgage problems almost
Fravm 1 in:nptl'nn- Esch time the maortgage was
IE!'IE\I-'\Ed. 1E% !':h.‘.vr: 1.".=|'|.|¢ :inl:l.'\ﬂﬂ_ﬂ:d. Like F.'n:-ﬂl:l.. Fl:'rl",'
took out a se ven-yoor loan in 1881, When his
mortgage fell due in 1838, however, Ferry was able
to rencgotiate. In 1891, with the gencral cconomic
climate even worse than before, Ferry was again able
to renew the moregage. His luck ran owt, howewver, in
1897: the morngagee died and his heirs foreclosed
when Ferry could not make the payvment,

The 18905 were o disastrous |'H:ri1:||;l for local
ranchers. The tn.riﬁ'un wonl i.mpnrl:nd ITNED I:|.'|l: Unreed
Seatcs, which had been in effect since 1875 when meost
sheep ranches began in the arca, was lowered by twao.
chirds in 1390 and climinaced altogether in 1894 (59).
As a resule, the bottom fell out of the wool and sheep
marker. Some time afound 1890, Ferry planted a
vinevard, perhaps in an amempr o diversify, The
sheep business began vo improve in 1897, when the
wool cariff was reinscaced a ies 1890 rate and the
national economy recovered from the depression of
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t|.'|¢ roneds 1 800, But 1 WS oo late for I:|'|.-|,': Fl:ﬂ"!,l'!.. whno
lost eheir ranch o the Smich Family.

The Ferrys, like their neighbors the Scotts, had a
large Family, with ten or eleven children surviving to
adulthood. Although John Ferry's stepfather
homesteaded with them and aided in propercy
development, the Ferrys still hired mose help chan did
the majority of cheir neighbors, The eldest daughrer
was retarded and could neither read nor write ae ape
15, and the eldest son lefe home 1n 18846, ot age . He
worked sheaning sheep for other ranchers, before
eventually getting a job installing wire for the
tclegraph company. Ferry's neighbors believed that
his son had left home due o family squabbles. Thus,
im the mid 1880s, while trving o repay their loan,. the
Ferrys had one disabled daughter, three reenaged
daughrers, four young children, and vwo teenaged
sons ot home. In a time of declining productivity, this
“dependency ratio” may have increased the property’s
economic liabilities.

The Ferrys were able o hald on to some of cheir
sheep and, following the sale of cheir properny, they
moved onto a smaller neighboring parcel homesoeaded
by theirson, John F.B. Ferry (CA-Son-1165/H). The
older John Ferry, probably dishcarmened by his
failure, apparently recired, and John F. B. ook over
the family's stock; he also worked for Orville Baldwin
for a shor time before moving to San Francisco. A
number of his brothers and one sister moved to San
Francisco atthe same time.

Jn|'||'|. F-E. SCCms B hd.'rq: done 'F:Ii:'lﬁ.' wl:“
financially for himself in the city, and the family's
second homestead may have been used for awhile
only as a hunting and recreational cabin from around
15908, Johany was, however, not a great social suceess
in his new urban envirenment. Although “he of the
purple face” could afford o take young ladies our to
the “swellest rescaurant™ in vown, he lacked inthe an
of conversation. As one voung lady lamented, “he is
so low. | would like o have stuck him with a pin'
{0, F't:rr':,' femdined frends with the sons of the
Smiths, who had foreclosed on his father. At least one
of the Smith brothors alse lived in San Francisco, and
he and Ferry partook of the gossip metwork that
reached fram the Dy Creek uplands to downtown San
Franciscn,

Johnny did nor seay in the big civy: by the 19208
he was in his fifties and living in his cabin in the Dry
Creek uplands. He lived alone and seemed an

:l;l:rr:l.‘l.l:ri.-l.: rl._g;u.rr_' i the rbnikhh:‘n-l‘hunr] children. En:r'g.'
week he would deve his Model A Ford into town for
services at the Catholic church, dropping off the
Sunday paper at a neighbofing ranch on his way
home. From decuments and oral history, it appears
that aone of the Ferrvs ever married; at least one
sister joined the Umsuline Convent in Santa Rosa.
From 1929 until 1935, John F.B. Ferry, like his
father before him, was one of the trustees of the
Mendecing [istrice School, Ncighb-uﬂ: didd not know
how Iul'l.n m.l' :|u|!lp-ur!ﬂr.] hiﬂ'l:-r,:]f rJ-u:'i.ng thicue Yedrs. A
walnue archard was his only visible asset. In 1948 a
family from Cakland purchascd the properey from
Ferry and owo of his sisters for use as a summer
home.

Pomions of the two Ferry ranches eventually
became the property of the Corps of Engineers. The
original homestead passed from the Smiths oo Edwin
Thompson in 1919, and from Edwin and Lowie
Hallengren Thompson to the Hot Springs Hanch
Corporation in 1931,

The Pritchett Family
and the Hallengren Family

The following two families—the Priccherts and
the Hallengrens—faced a different set of opportunines
and constraings than did the Scoces and the Ferrys
(611 They lived in the upper Dry Creek Valley,
where fertile battomland presented the opportunity to
Erow o wider l.-'H.I"iEI':.' ul'd,"rup:_ Ax the area was less
rugged, transportation ncewarks were more reliable,
and the greater proximity to population ccnters
allowed for casicr shipping of goods and the
possibility of employmene in nonagriculeural sectors.
Alehough the Hallengrens cventually diversified into
stockraising, neither they nor the Pricchetes had this
as their primary emphasis, and thus cthey were not
uwnder the pressure that stockmen faced to expand and
consolidate vast acreage. The Hallengrens and the
Pricchers survived the economic crisis of che 1890s.
The familics were similar in the diversity of economic
resources they exploived bue dissimilar in their use of
family members and their life-course stragcgies.

James and Elizabeth Pritcher and cheir ewo small
children left their lllinois home in 1854 bound for
California by the "ox-team route.” It ook them six
maonths to cross the Plains and reach the gold country:
“they suffered many hardships on this long
pilgrimage. bue with vouth and bowvant hopes born of
visions of the golden land they held cheir way
undaunted” {62}, They lost three of their four oxen on
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t|.'|¢ hot Nnv;d.l desert but were rt!.¢u|:r] |'.'|':,' b rﬁcﬂd
from farmer days who happened to be a herder inthe
area, The family made it to the “diggings” in El
Dorado County, and their troubles scemcd to be over,
although the gold was not so plentiful as they had
imagined. M. Pricchere gt a job cooking for a
company of mincrs for 350 a month, and James got a
job in the mine ac the same wage. When, afver three
meanths, the mine owner abandoned his claim and beft
hiz workmeen |.|.r||'uid.1'.l1.n Pritchetts decided o :|1.|i|: the
mulnes and I'.r':,- FI:I.I'I"I'Ii:I'iE- Thl:':,' camec o the ranch of
William Miles, Mra. Pricchete's facher, in the Dey
Creek YValley.

The Priccheres purchased a possessory claim on
the public domain nonthwest of Tzabaco Rancho. In
1860 they grew wheat, barley, comn, and oars—all
common cash crops for small farmers of the period.
Theyowned 2 small number of cartle and sheep and a
large number of hogs. In additon, some Family
members ook on other employment when the need or
oppormunity presented iself, During the mid-1860s,
Elizabeth Pritchest served meals w cravelers on their
way o the mines in the wese. Larer, in the 18805, one
son-in-law worked as a clerk and one son as a
blacksmith. All of these activites would have added
to the Famiky cash reserve as well as decreasing cheir
reliance on g single source of income.

In 1856, at age 20, Svence Hallengren left his
native Sweden and emigrated oo MNew York, where he
worked as a blacksmith. In 16863 Hallengren
juul'm:;..'l::l vig the [sthmus of Panama ;o California,
whl.'n: he p-ur:.u-pll hix nl;l.:upul:il‘rn i the gn]r] L'!.II.I.HI:I.':,I-
It was there, in El Dorade Couney, that Svente met
Henrietta, the woman who was to become his wife.
Henrictta had been born in Germany and came to
America with her parents in 1847, agthe age of eight.
The family sertled firse in Marvland and then moved
as far west a8 Missouri before making the long
journey across the Plains o El Dorado County in
1854,

Sve nte, |']:l:.'r.||"i|'."l'.t.'.|.I and two ch:iltlmrt. pmh:hl},-
from a previows marriage of Henrdetea's, moved to a
possessory claim just north of the confluenoe of Warm
Springs and Diry crecks in 1865, Like the Priccherets,
their nearest acighbors, the Hallengrens began with
cefedl crops and 4 small quantiey of livestock. Svente
also ook outside work as a blacksmich and rried his
luck ar copper mining to increase the family's cash
imCadme,

In 1878 Svente b-unghl! a “Grordon & Huffman
horse-powered threshing machine,” and the local
paper remarked chat “threshers are quite mumes rows on
the ercek” (63) By 1879 Prchert and Hallengren
cach had 50 villed acres: Svemte concentrated on
barley, while James had nearly equal amounes planed
in barley, wheat, and corn. Borh Families had small
numbers of horses, cows, and caotle, but the
Hallengrens also raised sheep, while the Pritchens
owned a greater Aaumber of |'|-uu|tr1.'. [.:L'ltly, the
Priechetts had a larger apple orchard, while the
Hallengrens had a onc-acre vineyard, Judging from
these figuncs, it would appear that the Hallengrens
were investing a larger amount of time and money in
a narrower range of cash crops than were the
Prirches, who raised a diverse range of produces that
required less ininal expense.,

The Hallengren and Priechen children were
around the same age and sreended the same school and
many of the same social events. The timing of their
life-courses, however, was very different, While the
Pricchets married ac a voung age, the Hallengrens
married lace, if ac all. In the case of the Pricchens,
marrigge 2nd home leaving did not necessarily
coincide; with the Hallengrens, it did.

Mine of the 11 Pricchect children survived oo
sdulthood. During the 1870s and 1880k, these childoen
began to marry, usually wpon reaching ages 18 o 20,
All of the known marriage partners came from nearky
farms or ranches. In three instances (Richard
Pritcheee, Froxtena Prtchete [reland, Albere
Pritcheet), the couple scetled on property adpining the
fumily Farm, probably once considered to be pare of
its posscssory holdings. A daugheer marred into a
stockraising family bordering the family to the west
and a son and a daughter marned ino the Waad
family, who lived nearby in the Diry Creek Valley, T
1900 three houscholds made wp of seven adules
{persons over 15), five childrem, and two hired
hands—a rogal of 14 persons—resided on the Pricche
property, Within the immediace ncighhurhnm.l.
Elizabeith P:r:il:d'n:tl'.. t|"|l:|:| = | 'W'id“‘. had ae least Five
children, 20 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
In contrast, the number of persons residing on the
Hallengren propeny sctually diminished by one, toa
total of six persons, as Svente had died in 18%. All
five of the adulr children remained single and ot home
with their widowed mother.

The Hallengrens, who were not well integrated
into the neighborhood chrough kin alliances like the
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The Hallengren Family: 1870-1900 (constructed from U5, Census)

Pricches, seemed e have been invoelved in incidents
of feuding. In 1879 vandals burned Svenoe’s threshing
machine righe ax harvese time. [t was only through the
efforts of the threshing crew, made up of many
neighbors, that the fire was put oot before it reached
the barn, The local paper intimated that everyone
knew who the culprics were, and chat they would soon
be brought to justice, but evidently nos charges were
ever filed. A few months afwer the incident, Svente
leased his ranch to devote his attention to his copper
mine, an endeavor which likely failed {64}, Later, in
what was probably a boundary dispute, the
Hallengre ns were involved in a feud with their Finnish
neighbor to the norch. In 1888 and again in 1894, the
mean was d‘!:rgl:d with criminal asxsaule, firse I:':.' Svente
and, in the later incident, by daughter Loteie. This
tme perod coincided with the * proving up” period of
the neighbor's Homestead Entry patent, which may
well have been filed on land once used by the
Hallengrens. The Hallengrens may also have engaged
in thieir share of antagonistic pursuits. An old timer
recalled thar Svente had James Priccher's "Whiskers
hanging by a rope over the fireplace.™ but did not
imtimate how chey had come to be there.

Liike most daredq 'Famil:i:::. the Pritchetis
experienced financial difficulties during the troubled
18905, They mortgaged property first o thoir son-in.
law, John Bryane, and later to an carly arca resident,
Joel Ragan. Following James' death in 1890, the
family’s remaining hogs, goars, and horses were sold.
Joel Ragan amempred w collect his loan from the
family in 1893; the success of his effort is uncemain,
for although the encumbered acreage was repomed
sold ar public asction 1o Ragan, the Pricchers recained
PoSsEssion.

While the Ferrys and the Scons illustrate the
consequences suffered by borrowers in early
morgige agreements, the case of Joel Hapan
demonstrates the risks and losses suffered by lenders,
especially during periods of declining land values.
Ragan had been one of the carliest sewclers in the
Russian River Valley and was once a rich man, When
he died on 10 October 1895, he owned no real escate
or livestock; he owned 132 shares in the Bank of
Healdsburg, one crunk of cloches, and 36 promissory
notes—many from Dry Creek Valley residents—
dating from 1868 co 1R95, All but four of these notes
were appraised to be of no value because they could
not be collected. The four “good”™ notes eventually
pmwd t be wonthlesz o well, for the mu-rtgu.gr::l
pnhprrtf Wllld mik be sald rnr i Fll"il.'ﬁl'_' sufficrent o pd'!.'
the note. In face, the property could not be sold ax all,
as ne buyers could be found. Thus, after the probate
costs and the payment of Ragan's debes, there was
very litle of his ance large estare (H5).

Diespite their lack of suppore from a kin neowork,
the Hallengrens, with fewer family members w
support during che 18%0s, were far beoer off
financially than their neighbors, While the Prtchents
wiere barier ng with CRES, Sve ntc retucncd to vacation
in his native Sweden. By this time, the Hallengrens'
winery was in opcration, using grapes from their own
and neighboring vinevards, The Hallengren offspring
stayed at home and managed the Bmily enterprises.
Henrieta Hallengren died in 1910, by which tme
anly ene daughoer had married and left home,

With the turn of the centuwry, business and
agriculiure improved, as did the lor of mest ares
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resudents. ] uﬂg;ing from MEWSPIPEr ACCOunis andaral
history, up until che First World War there was a very
active social round in the Dry Creek Valley.
Birthdavs, anniversarics, holidays, and other
ocoasiens supplied excuses for large gatherings of 60
of &0 neighbors, The Hallengrens and Pricchens both
hosted cheir share of these partes. To celebrave the
New Year in 1914, the Hallengrens decorated the
barn wich fir wees and holly berries for dancing.
Cards, Earmes, and music pruv:iil::d entertaInment 1n
the house for the less I:rlurg-r:ll':, and ag midn':ght E |
turkey dinner was served. “Old man Richards™ often
called the reels for the square dancing. Guoses
commonly departed these affains at daybreak (66},

Isi 19010 an the age of 37, Lind Hallengren marmied
Marie Heaton, the daughrer of one of the carliest
sertlers in the Dry Creek Vallew. Six vears larer,
Manie, her baby, and another woman were Killed in
an auoo gecident ar the railroad crossing on Diry Creek
{67},

Sometime arownd 1920, eldest daugheer Loie,
now past 50 yvears of age, mamicd Edwin Thompson,
a local rancher and owner of considerable propeny.
By this time, the Hallengren family may have been
suffering financial problems despite the diversicy of
their holdings. The toll, first of the phylloxera
epidemic and then of prohibition, on the area’s
vingyards and wingrigs was severe, Only two
offspring, Llovd and Lily, remained on the family’s
holdings. As the marker for grapes was very poor, the
Hallengrens, like ather local agriculturalises, planted
prumes, In ithe late 1920 and I::III'!.' 1530, L||:'|-j.'d and
Lily repeatedly morntgaged their crop of pruncs and
grapes and their real eseate. The Hallengren winery
apparcntly did not reopen and was described as an
“old winery™ on a 1925 GLO map. Although the
family had maineained their holdings, the enterprise
aperated ar a considerably reduced scale from days
pase. By 1943 Lloyd Hallengren had diversified into
the raising of turkeys—encumbered, however, by a
22750 mgrtgage to a Fnull‘.rg,'-ﬁm:r] concern in Laos
Ansulﬂ-

Although the Pritchets family survived the 18%0s
depression, they were unable to maintain their
property through both the phylloxera epidemic and
prohibitien. By 1910 only the Albere Pricchete family
remained on the holdings. Elizabeth had moved toa
small house in Healdsburg. Albert apparently
"midwifed”™ atthe birnth of esch of his seven childeen,
an unusual pracice when dectors and midwives were

E.cm;r.lll':,r av:ilu.h]t. ﬂ.“‘.’l!::rt ba @ H.'inl:},':lrd and my
have sold Ford aucomobiles from the large two-story
Colonial Revival house he builtin 1900. He also kepe
two wagons and six horses for hauling grapes into
town. In another indication of longstanding
antagonism between neighbors, Alben drove his
grapes righe past the Hallengren winery which swod
next doeor.

Albere left his I‘amil-:.- in 1912, and later
rﬂl'n:rﬁ'l;d- A nl:'ighl'.'rm‘, “-'i.” R‘ichn.l"d:, ]r.. oV orsdw
the management of the family vinevard during the
couple’s divorce proccedings. In September 1914,
Alberr was judged o have desered his family, and his
wife, Jennic, was granted a divoree. Jennie sold her
40 acres, including the house, o Lloyd Hallengren in
1917. Frostena Priccheoe Ireland’s son and his family
lived on the Pricchet/Ireland propeny in 1920, but
the family connection with this acreage ended in
1928, when Albert sold the remaining porcion o John
Henderlong, son of another Lake Sonoma Area seuler
family.

When Loctie Hallengren Thompson died in 1545,
she left considerable properoy to her husband, Edwin,
and some also to her brother Lioyd. Edwin later
married Lottie’s niece, who inherited the property in
1964, By che time of cthe Corps scquisition, the
Hallengren family had consolidated the property of
many of their former neighbors into one large estate,

Each of these four families followed different
ntr;l:-nl;iu in their use of land, mMoney, and kin. The
duccess or f@illure n'IE' these !:tﬂtcgl'c: dcpnr'ldﬂd. 1
pare, upon their adapeabilicy to changing
cnviranmental and economic condition. Flexibiliey
wias an asset; too many constraints in the form of
large moregages, overreliance on one tvpe of crop,
and very large familics hampered an operation during
times of seress, when quick change was essenial,

These family histories are not unusual. During
the second half of the 19th contury, families senled
throughout many rural areas of norchemn Califormia.
Areas which now have only a few residents, once
bowsted populations in the hundreds. The historics of
these families is contained not only in old doecumenrs,
burt also in the grovnd, on the landscape. and in the
memories of old-timers descended in fact and in spiric
from the original sewler families,
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Lecal rancher George Matthews (at left), hosted many relatives from the San Francisco area during
their summer vacatbons (From the GM collection)
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A trainload of visitors to the Cloverdale Citrus Fair, carly 1900
{(pholo coarlesy of the Sonoma County Room, Sonoma County Pablic Library, Sanla Bosa)
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CHAPTER 9

THE COMMUNITY

IsTRODUCTION

Humans generally form groups larger than the
fa I'J'Iil'!.'.. bt sl g0 small o Adiswor all eherr needs.
Whether the group is informal, like the upper Diry
Creck ranchers, or highly seructured, like the
Mihilakawna Pomao, it rarely stands alone. Instead, as
anthropologist Robert Redficld expressed i, “the
litele community...is a3 community within
communitics, a whole within other whioles” (1)

Over the 5000 years of cocupation of the Lake
Sonoma Area, interactions were offen conperative,
invalving alliances bevween growps which allowed not
only trade but shared celebravions and recreation.
Groups formed by the new seotlers worked togecher o
promote communicy values: fairs broughe the virtues
of the area to cthe public's actention: schools
transmitted social ideals as well as knowledge to the
next gencration; while national holidays and politecal
events reminded communigies of che larper world they
were g part of. On the other hand, there has been
conflict—from outright warfare to long-term
animosity, rvaley, and racism,

Human alliances ch:lngc constantly, and there
must have been :I':I'Ill'l':f hu:rl:ln:d.u of scial and [h.ntitil:.ll
networks that formed and dissolved over the yeors.
This chapter looks at just some of the ways that
groups outside the family interaceed in the Lake
Sonoma Arca

THE MATIVE
AMERICAN Bi1G TiME

Each language in central California had its own
name for the important ceremonial gatherings held
before the time of Euroamerican contace. Today they
are remembered by most people as “Big Times"—
asscmblics that brought well boing o the participants,
affirmed alliances, satisfied curiosity about the
outside world, and offered fouwr days of drama, danee,
feasting. and gambling. The celebration of the Kuksu,
a widespread religion practiced in most of central
California for perhaps a thousand years or more, was
a rmajor reason for such gatherings, There were two
main components of the Kuksu religion. One was the

Kuksu Socicry itself, in which only special men with
sacred knowledge were allowed to impemsonate gods,
wearing elaborate costumes and performing precise,
spiritually potent, dances, The other component was
the Ghaost Socicty, open to all male members of the
group, whose impersonations of the dead and of the
imhahitants or the underworld were watched with
amusement, and sometimes Lerror, h':.' the whale
axsembly. The ceremantes “recreated sacred tinme and
in one way or another restored [che] people to the
unsullicd state that had prevailed at the ume of
creation” (21

A sripulation of the Kuksu was that more than one
wribeler should participate. “T'he ceremonies were o be
practiced once every year, butonly once every seven
vears atany one village, This requirement led o the
creation of a ceremonial necwork over the broader
region Both Kuksu societies seressed the initiation of
voung bovs. By the time the ceremony had made s
circuit chrowgh the ocher mibelers, a new group of
boys had reached initiation age in che home village,

From extensive field work in Cencral Pomo
terrivory near Ukiah, Berr and Echel Aginsky wrote o
lively account of the Kuksu ceremonies once held
there (3}, According to the authors, ceremonics were
often scheduled at 2 time when intercommunity
relations were strained: two weeks of prepanation—
involving constructing 2 new dancehouse, preparing
fisocl, amed n:ptcm':hi.ng old costumes and ornoments—
brought the host community closer together, Much of
the cxcitement of these gatherings came from
ohserving outside groups at close hand, noting cach
other's wealth, serengeh, and correctness of behavior.
Members of the host community, in addition, were
given the chance to display their hospitality and
wealth, These gatherings were among the few
oceasions when whole families oraveled outside cheir
l:-r:n'ilnr'!.'. .I!ll:n.ring_ wormon and children oo learn abowt
other |'l|:u|:¢-u. and custom=. 5inoe :intnrrn:lrri.lgn was
COMMuOn Among ceremaonial groups, the feasts served
to kecp relatives in contact, and no doubt new
marriage alliances were also made ae thesc evenis,

Big Times were a source of pleasure and
excitement and a means of cementing relations
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San Francisco mission Indians st a gambling game (watercolor by Louis Choris, 1816)

berween the groups, Gambling, primarily among men,
was one of the major activities, Pomoans were avid
gamblers, and a single game, accompanied by singing
and drumming, might last chroughoue the night. On
his 18305 journey through the Bussian Biver Valley,
Baran von Wrangell descnbed some Southern Pomo
men at “their favorite sceiviey™:

Two players sic across from cach other, and
on both sides of the playvers singers post
themsclves, whose melodic songg is invermupoed
analy by the sudden, louwd outcres of the
guesiing plavers. The opponent trics o hide
the number of small sticks which he holds in
his hand behind his back. while he makes
quick, diverse movements with his arms, and
with his other free hand beats time to the
music on his chest. The game always lasts
until one of the players has lose all his
belongings. This occupied [them] all nighe
long ull the light hours of the day (4).

Gambling was entemainment, buc it was also a
way of attaining prestige among other groups, since a
man who did well ar gambling was considercd
parcicularly powerful. Casual trading among
individuals from different groups also ok place
during these assemblies. All together, a Big Time

provided the setting for a flow of goods, wealth, and
information across tnbeler boundaries,

MEXI1CAN PERIOD
SociaL NETWORKS

The Californios of the northemn frontier formed a
broad social network cemented by marriage. Mariano
Vallejo, the most influential man of the region; |.B.R.
Cooper, grantee of the El Moling Rancho; Diodia
Maria Carillo of the Cabeza de Sanm Rosa; Joaquin
Carille of Llane de Santa Rosa: Jaceh Leese of the
Huichica Rancha: Henry Delans Fiwch, Pefia’s
neighbor; and John Wilson of the Rancho Los Guilicos
were all rclated by marriage. Although widely
dispersed, the ranchos of the nomhern frontier could
be thought of as comprising one community.

José German Pefia was one of the exceprions.
Pefia died a single man, something of an anomaly at
the time. We do not know whether ths was simply his
preference or his fate as a man of lictde influence: in
either case, his position outside the marrage network
may have excluded him from some social and
cconomic agreements. Although Pefia’s will wells
miuch about his economic activities, we have only a
few hints as e his social connections. From the
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i N e
“Mative Californian at full speed taking the buri

i

ed rooster by the head.”™ Rodeo sports often had

their inhumane aspects {from B.R. Olmsted s Scenes of Wonder and Curiosity from Hurchings'

California Magazine, 1856-1861, 1962)

several paragraphs of protestations of faith included
in his will, as well as his requese to be “enshrouded in
the habit of our Father San Franciscos™ and buried at
Sonoma Misston, we can see that he woas linked to cthe
Cacholic Church, a common characteristic in Mexican

Califarma {5).

Whether Pefia himsclf was given to the open
hospicaliey and lively socializing that eypificd the carly
California lifeseyle we do not know, bue there is an
secount of a mid-1850s “fapndanpgoe™ held nesr the
confluence of Warm Springs and Dry crecks a few
vears after his death. This would have been a rodeo,
held by Pefia’s brothers primarily oo round up cactle
froum thie apen rnge, separate them, and brand them.
R.“IJEL'IE WETC Dﬁl’!l‘l AT FI.'II'l.tI:I'i I]':. Fl:i].'lti.l'l.ﬂ .Iﬂd l:l'!f
the bull and bear fights and horse racing which
wvpificd ranchero social gatherings. The grandfacher
aof a 1970 Dry Creck Valley resident recalled
attending this last redeo when he was a child. One of
a large crowd of onlookers, he remembered “the
caballeros dressed in their velver suits and large
sombreros, riding horses whose saddles were adormed
with silver trappings™ {6). The Pefias® immediate
neighbors would have participared by necessicy, in

order to gather their herds: the new Amencan settlers,
we sce from the above account, were also drawn to
this event,

As the valley filled up with American SO UdEtErs
iJI'I.I.'I I]Ill.‘l?i SYCTC HIJ!:II'li.'I-'.IdL'I'J. t!'ll: hﬂlih D'F thl: :I'Hﬂl'.'ll‘l:l
H},'ntr_'m—thl: huge cattle herds—was undermined. The
svstem was maintained for a while on smaller
propemics, and Mexican social networks continued
alongside those of the new settlers. Indian vagueros
atill lived an the Pefia ranch, and horse races and no
doubr other social gatherings were still held. Some
rancheros, like Mariano Vallejo, went on po artain
prominent positiens in the new segtler community;
otherk, ke the Pefas, lefe ':”"I'."' a sparse record of
their :ldju:l:n'l:nl: tn the new :ur.'il:l.*_.'{:ii:i: ﬂ'h:l"ll:ur TL

EARLY AMERICAN
SociaL CONTACTS

Neighbors

Due po the remoreness of the Lake Sonoma Area,
sertlers were dependent on one another, and even the
wsual definicion of a neighbor was adjusted. Upper
Dy Creek rancher Crville Baldwin claimed chat
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“anyone within forey miles by road or twenty by tracl
was i hl':igh bor™ (7). A nri;hb—m‘ was of vital
importance—sameanc who lightened evervday rasks
and aided in emergencics, MNeighbors shared in
building houses, raising barns, driving picket fences,
and in the virmally uneeasing winter repair of roads
and shoring up of creek banks. In the bomwomlands ar
the head of the valley, neighbors helped in bringing in
the crops: in the uplands they joined in marking,
!hl::lring. andd rjipping s.hucp. Alsa 1n the upl:ndx,
where |:|'|'.1: |'!||: rds were prmﬂ:nt, nnig]'llrnr: Hu.ndr:\d
together to hune bears, mountain lions, covoees, and
other livestock predators. Upland ncighbors also
helped each other by serving as witnesses in legal
cases, and they westified—ae vimes, illegally, as
Chaprer 5 demonsteares—rfor each other regarding
homeseead claims. Usually these two lifescyles,
ranching in the vplands and farming on the valley
floor, led 1o separate social metworks. There are
stories, however, of these groups gecting ogether for
mutual benefit. Especially during tines when sheep
ranching paid poorly, farmers would provide ranchers
with valley crops in exchange for hunting righes in the
uplands,

By the turn of the century, 3 generation of
ranchers and farmers had grown up togecher as
neighbors, Parsicularly ac the head of the valley,
where smaller farms made closer neighhors, the social
bonds were cighe. The voung Hallengrens, Pricchetes,
Boards, Richards, and Van Alens all shared two
generations of mutual experiences, which included
waork, pl::..'. and I'nrnil':,.' Fr-uhlcmu.. ‘l"nung ncigh bars
l'rf'l:::n i.'r'l:rril:\d. further bi:‘ld'lng pﬂnpl: and 'FI'I:II'H:I't]".
Men shared projects at their homes, and when ane
neighbor was picked as foreman for government or
utilitics projocts, he hired the others to All out his
crew,. Hoad rending, surveying, and eventually
wlephone line work were all shared in this way.
Women wisited with one another o bridge the
loneliness of ranch and farm life and no doubr shared
im the rural chores of baking, sewing. and canning.

E'rﬂrl in‘.Ibng I:.ht:ﬂ: hnﬁ!-wnrk'u'lg 'Fl:l:rp-h:'. for
whom a day off was a luxury, ncighbors joined
together for pure enpoyme nt. Mear the conflucnoe of
Warm Springs and Dy crecks, barn dances were
aften held among the valley farmers: children
roughhoused in one reom, while the adules danced
until the midnight potluck supper. Dances included
the Virginia Reel, with second- generation sextler Will
Richards, Jr. serving as a caller, while other
neighbors provided accordion music. In the uplands,

whc:‘: dli!nnﬂ:s hchw;-ﬂn i'll:r:lhﬂ:l:l::ld! werns E_rl::h:r,
social events were usually simpler. Orville Baldwin
tells of get-togethers beeween his and his ranch hand's
families. Music-making, even by the unmusical, was
the highlight of these evenings, and both ehildren and
parents danced for hours (8).

Schools

Schools were high on the first sectlers’ list of
prioritics. During che 18505 there were fow schools in
Sonoma County, and hundreds ef children were said
o be growing up ignorant. Wich the establishment of
a school, members of a community gained a feeling of
permancnce and respectabilicy; they demonserared
their inrention to stay, o improve the nexe generation,
and o continue the values of the sociery. The local
school often became che center of a rural community.
It provided the arena not only for che education of the
voung, bur also for local politics, social functions,
feuds, and gossip (9},

These schools were run by a locally elected board
of trustees, which was responsible for the hiring and
firing of the teacher, the purchase and maintenance of
school property, the ciming of the school vear and, to
some degree, for senting the curriculum. Within each
school district, an annual meeting was held during
June to elect one trustee for a cerm of three yvears, Cn
some occasions, these clections were hotly contested
races hetween np-pm-:ing facrions. In 1878, anc such
|'|'|.1:|:I:i.n5 ﬂEiI‘l':.' ended in a brawl. The Hamilton
[istrict clerk recorded thae

conmsiderable excitement prevailed during the
voring in conscquence of the Blazer pary
endeavoring to get up a row bue a5 they lacked
the pluck vo begin itthey did nor succeed (100

T'he teacher was sometimes an issue inthese election
campaigns. The first act of the new boand was often o
fire che reacher in mideerm. Thus, Mrs. Conlon, who
“kept a first class school™ in May 1879, “did not give
satisfaction” in July and was dismissed (11).

Brosder political concerns also surfaced ar the
local sehool. In describing Hamilton School’s stude ns
in 1879, the reacher, Mr. Kraft, revealed his polivical
bias:

The pupils possess over the common mn of
intelligence. There is a cenain class here, as
well as in other school districts, who atcend
school in a sort of come-and-go-when-you-
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Hamilton School, circa 1910; several third-generation project area residents are shown in this picture
{phoio courtesy of Edwin Langhart Museum, Healdsburg)

plesse manner, who grow up idle and listless,
and who will vore the Kearney ticket and cry
for a division of propercy {12).

Mennis Keamn v, leader of the radical Work INEmMan %
l’:rq‘. adviocated what were at the time r|:1.'4:|[|.||:|.|1|1.:|r':.'
changes in labor and taxation. The movement, at 165
peak im 1879, may have fired controversy in the Lake
Sanama Arfea, if Me, Krafe's views were at all
represcntative, His statement also reveals thae a class
dise petion was felt in this small community, perhaps
nwde between landowners and their emplovees, or
berween prospenous and less sucesssful landowners,

School was less demanding of a child's rime in
the carly yvears, no doubr parcly because children were
necded at home as well. California law mandared
trustecs to keep school open for at least three months
of the ycur, bat ik Appcars i have been the erustecs”
choice which months o remain open. In che 1870,
Hamilton School usually started ies term sometime in
March or April; these verms lasted four or five
nwonths. By the 1880s, the school year was divided
b Ewo LEfmnS, 4 spring term from afound April 1 o
mid-June and a fall term feom mid-July o November
I. The school was closed over the wer winter months,
when many roads and crails would have been
impassable. The Mendocing School carried on this

schedule through at lease 1912, but with o longer
schonol vear; there was apparently no June break, and
children usually antended classes ungil Thanksgiving
H-':,' the mid=1920s, this school was on the now-familiar
:"i»;pl:::m ber to Jl,l neschedule (130,

In contrast o Mr. Kraft's apparently stern
approach to his p1|r.|il'., Farley Auble of the
Mendocing Schoal in upper Dy Creck was a mofne
agrecable teacher. He walked through ehe woods wo
and from school with his seudents, “making the forest
ring with his songs as he serolled along che erail™ (14
AMre. Auble faced a class diverse in age—from & to
14—and in sociseconomic bh‘kg:‘uund. with the
children of a gentleman rancher and of a poor
immigrant family.

Mr. Kraft and Mr, Auble were 16 a minorey, as
HL'I'H:Iﬂi ti:.'ll'.'l'ltr'l WICTC MiEkre 1.'1H'|1|'|'|u|.'||"r' WHARTIC . ."«Irl.'lt
dlistricts hired only single women, and some had very
strict codes of dress and behavior, As housing near
the school was often scarce, many teachers boarded
with one of their pupils” families, The Abshire, Tom
Scout, Richards, and Smalley families each boarded o
teacher at one time. Alchough some eachers became
life-long friends of the Family, relations were not
alwavs amicable. Teachers were sometimes
manipulated o take over the housework and care of
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the children during their off-duty howrs. Dne teacher
at Mendocino School |.'|'||1'|r|l.1 rnid that,

From the time | gog up in the moeming until
school was out in the afternoon | worked
steady, teaching, washing dishes, and
SWCCPIng. . . . It was constant wirk, Staving
steadily at the place, not even a horse back
ride or a ride to town, Mever in my life have
I worked so hard and steady. . .. Mot evena
thanks or a good-bye did [ receive. . . .

Ihl.'ru::_h [ was a reacher and & servant oo (] "'I-_I

A study of such arrangeme nis underaken by the
United Stares Depanment of Education concluded
that teachers should have dwelling quarters in the
schoolhowse in order to avoid these problems. In 1926
Gedr (L] Marchews built a cabin for the teacher agthe
Mendocine School.

With the closing of local schools in the 20ch
century. Lake Sonoma Area children became more
integraved into town life. During the school year, the
women and children of some sheep-ranching families
lived in town during the week, leaving the men (o run
the ranch. Ckher children were driven by schonl bus
O PArens o class inithe nearest gown, T he tima spent

Among the readings offered at Mendocino Scheol in the Dry Creek oplands

in communing shonened che time that could be SpeEnt
at home, and the town became increasingly the focus
of secial life and recreation.

Some of the second generation of settlers went
further out into the community o attend college.
Education was highly prized, even if the gradoate
were o return to the ranch and continue his father's
role. As one Lake Sonoma Arca mother advised her
college-student son, “you say your studey is harder
than laboue bue vour labour would be all mose a wast

of time unless Ykl had & lieele educarion™ { 16).

Town Evenis

With rhe chores ar home and the long distances oo
town, outside social events were rarcly soughe. A few
activitics were of sufficient magnitude, howewver, that
they could draw even the maost sober families.
HL‘1IH1UI1.‘\. pevival I"I'Il:\'_'l.ilfl|.‘.:‘|. held on Duscher Creck
Road off Dry Creek Valley, drew some people from
the farms and ranches. Political rallies, usually
cocasions for large patherings and orations, also
brought some families from che hills. Holidays were
occasions for large picnics. Fourth of July
celebrations began with a reading of the Declaramon
of Independence and parriogic speeches, followed by
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huge barbecues, firgworks displays, band music, and
dancing from evening until dawn. Food was provided
to the public, though an announcement of a lecal
Fourth of July fish-fry advised chat “chose who can
make it convenient would do well to bring a loaf of
bread™ (17}, An claborate May Day celebration in
154 was described by the teenaged granddaughter of
an carly seetler: following o picnic at a ncarby grove,
she was anticipating a big dance at a cannery “about
six miles from here.” One room was to be reserved
for dancing, one for a gentlemen's smoking roam,
one for gentlemen’s card playing, one for ladies” card
plaving. one for social gathenng, one foom Lo seat
100 guests, a rable vo play all kinds of games, and a
large dining reom with food ready vo eat from eight
o' clock in the i:'w:rliﬂ!_ ikl rru,l-ming. Whether or not
the event lived up to all her expectations, it was
clearly a celebration on a grand scale (18}

Of all ehese evenes, the county fair may have had
the most universal appeal—anticipated for several
minths and remembered long afterward. The fairs
began as promotional activities of the Stace
Agricultural Sociery, an organization established o
imstill pride in Califernia agriculture, disseminate
agriculoural informacion, and encourage farmers and

Tt

cheirchildren o stay wich che soil ragher than flock oo
the cities. The annual addresses given on these
occasions were inspirational messages, imbued wich
all the idealism of a sermon. Every citizen oughe o
setend these exhibitions, the audience was told, “not
simply to gratify idle curiosity, bae for the purpose of
coming into contact with carnest men, and to derive
new inspiration for the labors of every day life™ (19).
While such high ideals may have motivaced some of
the fair's visitors, many more no doubt came purcly
through “idle curiosity.” For them, the fair served as
a peak social setviey at a time when the slighrese
diversion, such as the arrival of the stage coach and,
larer. the wrain, was cause for a crowd.

The fair had much to offer: in addition to
speeches and displays of agriculeural products, the
wecklong evene in 1860 featwred a band, a erial of fire
engines, and daily horse racing. For some the fair was
a time to tout one’s product—be it livestock, jam, or
needlework—and perhaps gain recognition and
business for the effore. Sylvester Scont entered his
bulls, cows, and “jacks™ in the swave diserict Fair's
livestock competition in 1885, repurning home wich
278.50 for seven entrics—ithe oquivalent of about two
months’ pay for a skilled laborer at that time. Fair
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awards could also serve as p-:l‘n;'mm :'m:mnrics. In her
sparse autobiography, in which only life's major
events are singled out, Mrs. Gregson of Green
Valley, about 20 miles south of Lake Sonama, placed
the following in a separate paragraph: “Ar healdshurg
the first county fair we received a silver butter knife
for the bese buveer™ {200,

Lake Sonoma Area Resorts

Quiee a different kind of interaction came from
use of the area a3 a resont: the direction of flow was
turned, and the outside world entered the Lake
Sonoma Arca. When Alexander Shagps firse
ecstablished his small hot springs reson sormetime in
the lare 1850s, it must have been a simple affair: tents
were the only available accommodarions, and Skagps
was taxed by the Internal Revenue Service in 1863 for
an eighth-class horel, The hills were crowded in chat
year with mining prospectors and investors, and these
men may have been the guests Skages was originally
catering to. Despite the crude facilities, 20 people
were said oo be registered each dav of the season. In
response to his success, Skaggs built a redwood howel
in 1864, and more facilities were added the following
vear, Soon there were sufficient accommodations for
300 people. While considered “first class™ a few
decades afeer its inception, the resort intentionally
retained a rustic flavor; becawse it catered to a cigy
clientele, it was important to maximize the contrast
between home and the country I.PI'IITI!'_!.. Mose of the
EUEsEs at Sknﬂp werne San Francisco Bay Area
familees, with ooccasional visitors from other arcas.
The majority were members of the upper middle
class: successful busincssmen or professionals, along
with occcasional celebritics, such as a fighter in
traiming and, later, a movie dctor.

Im the 1%h cenmury, concern for healcth was a
principal precccupation. Those who could afford i
were constantly traveling for their health, sometimes
taking far more nigorous journeys and undergoing
more stringent regimes than the healthy would
consider today, Among the mose popular cures were
retreats o mincral springs, where bathing in and
drinking the spring waters was belicved to atesck a
varety of morbid conditions, while sustaining the
good health of the few who could list no complaints.
In the lare 1%th century, health resores developed
around almost every large thermal spring in
Califernia, wich half a dozen important spas wichin 30
miles of the Warm Springs Creek arca. Over the
vears, Skaggs Hot Springs became one of the best.

With hl:.i'r',' mafusians of !u]phur, bnrﬂn.
magnesium, iron, and soda, the spring warer was
repellent o some guests, and the hot water could
make bathing painful. The fact that one mighe have o
recuperate afeer such healeh visits was humonously
detailed by 5., Mead, a Califof nia corfespondent 1o
an Indiana newspaper:

I managed here for my healch. 1 am boiled
-I'I'HIrI'Ii:I'I!'_ dnd :w:nir:g 11 the kot l.:|‘:|ri|'|5 water
.Il.'ll.' ma:.h'.'d 16 the sun between fimes. . . . I
shall not attempt to give the chemical
ingredients which an analysis of the water
discloses, but the plain English is thae without
soap it will ke the dire off a few lavers
deeper than any reparation | have seen. ... [
shall have w play that | am cured in order to
escape from here (211

Oxher writers lavded che pools; one claimed that
the waters, of “any temperature from scalding to
tepid [were] of the most delightful nacure . . . with
just enough soda to make your skin feel like ivory”
(22}

ﬂr'lgil'tpl]'!.' the waters were believed to have
general curative powers, working especially well for
rhrcumatism and gout, but copable of cuning all
“unwhalesome” conditions. An 1876 advertisement
for the :Prin;i claimed that “eiher h:!hing or
drinking cures cases when doctors fail.” Laver, as
competition among resorts increased and a scicntific
basis for the medicinal value of mineral spring water
was established, remedies for organ-specific and
bacterial-specific diseases were elaimed. Healehful
benefis accrued not only from the mineral warers,
but from the effects of fresh air, exercise, and
relaxation. To ke full advantage of the scuing,
guests often staved through the summer, Usually the
wife and children were permanent guests for the
sgason, while the husband commuted ©o the city for
the work week.,

Rates at Skagps Springs included meals, which
were considered excellent. Evidence of thess
sumpruous meals was discovered in the 1970s, when
archacologists excavated crash pits at the resor sie.
Leg of mutton, ham, and the finest beel roasts
comprised most of the fare, in contrast o logal
homesteaders” meals of rabbit, chicken, and venison
(23}, Guestsalso had a dining option after the turn of
the century: che home of Annie Bourdens, just oucside
the project arca about two miles southeast of Skaggs,
where “French chicken dinners,” featuring home-
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| v * . T e
A Skaggs Springs postcard, circa 1909 |

raised poultry and vegetables, were offered, A single-
wire telephone line connecting Skaggs with the
Bourdens was used to inform che liccle restanrant how
MAnY gUesEs o exXpect, A n.'u.gnnlnnrl of diners would
IE.I\"'I;'.' in the aftemoan |'.|1,' the dirt road souih of the
resort, returning home through the woods in the
evening. Such rustic oueings had greae appeal o the
primarily urban clientele.

The following idvilic report appeared in a local
paper in 1874, osrensibly describing a vypical day ac
the resom

Cinithe pi:sx:u: of the GOt ges :|'.|.1:rr.i|:!| of ladies
anc mngn:gu.!cd with their boaks of work 1
view of the children who are swinging and
running and playing ar housckeeping with
good, happy innocence. While the nurses
stroll the babics in their cafrages over the
lawn or collect in meny groups in the shade,
in the yvard of the hotel where the grass is
short a gay pany are plaving croguer while
down the creck a few rods away some sturdy
boys are paddling a boar loaded wich girls in

courtesy of Ed Mannion)

perfect safecy as the waters are only a foot
deep. This is indeed a paradise for children
and birds, and they scem equally happy. In
fact it seems .adupl:n-d toeredke nnjn}.':rru:nt for
l:".'EI":,' hu!},r.'].'"ht laclsesfrecd rmm the tramme s
of fashion wear their neat calicos all day,
walking, riding, washing, sewing, or chatting,
oocasiondlly joining a Fishing party or taking
a ride ro Healdsbureg or Geysermville to do a
lictke shopping forthe children, The gentdemen
ke longer excursions, sometimes going out
with MeMuray, the keen-eved huneerof the
establishmene, bringing in deer, grouse, and
quai.l in whech the n:i._g'hhnr'ing halls abowiad or
fud |:r||n; le rlgl.h.'l of %1% ar nig_h t miiles to o famous
trou stream e return in eriumph wich several
pounds of scaley beautics to be proparcd by
the excellent copk for a late epicurcan dinner
{24).

Contrast this picture with what must have beena

gypical dav on the farms and ranches surrounding
Skaggs Springs: the men at work at their 12-hour days
of physical labor; the women engaged in the endless
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cooking, cleaning, sewing, and gardening tasks; and
the children, after a hot summer day in ehe class poom,
milking cows and slopping hogs. How did these ewo
lifestyles—side by side throughout the summer—
affect one another? Although some local residents
accasionally took advantage af the resom Lo cat oult at
the restaurant and join in special parties, the gulf
berween the two ways of life was probably greac
enough oo limit most interaction {25k

ﬂthl:r local landowners ook n.|:|1.ru.|'il'_u£4: |:|!F the
reercational value of the land and California’s
fondness for “rusticating.” The milroad annually
ssued a publication entitled Vacarion, which

furnighes information so that vou can arfange
o stop at a hotel or private home in some
own, at a mineral spring resort, rusticace on
same farm, or enjoy the camp life so dear to
the Califsrnian (26).

OUne of the notices in the railmad’s publication
advertised “Samuels’ Ranch,” a landholding in the
[y Creek uplands just west of the Lake Sonoma
Area:

Good country hame; splendid deer hunting
and trout fishing. Open for guests from July
15 till September 13, Can accommodate 4.
Adules 57, children under 10 half price.
Address: R. Mobles,

Vacations like these probably appealed wo more
outdeors-oriented families, less interested in social
activities than in spending a few davs in the rugged
country away from crowds,

Some campers chose still mone informal, roving
vacations. Old timers from Healdsburg and
Geyserville recalled horseback rides up Skaggs
Springs Koad vo the coast, taking several days to a
week and camping out ac night. The more adventunous
hunted for their meals, while others hired a cook
complete with a grub wagon o accompany them. In
the remote hill land, an overnight stay in a meadow no
doube went unnoticed by landowners. Diown in the
Dy Creek bovtomlands, che impact of vacationers
was more apparent. In the summer of 1960,
reenaged girl living near the present damsite wrote 3
fricnd: "Do you have many campers out your way?
The reads are lined out this way, S0 many stop here to
buy hay, eggs. and to camp on cthe cresk” (27).
Having outsiders on the land may have presented
some inconveniences, but catering to their needs must

have p-:l'u'l.'l'dcd i wnh.;r.'u‘l'lﬂ sde 1AComie. J'anj g0 'I‘J'H;
voung people, such as the leeter writer, urban campers
an the farm mighe have been an exciting diversion,

The informal camp run by George Marthews for
his large number of Marnn County relatives is
described elsewhere in this volume [(Chapuer 8B)
Another service that Marthews and other local
landow ners provided family and Friends was a retrear
from the :il::,r for reasons of health, erther due o
“lhun i, 1 severnl CAaxes, p!mhnlim. 'I:H'll: friend
wrote Matthews regarding a young man whaose doctor
had advised that he must “positively cut out alcohol.”

[ am asking you o take the boy under your
cafe while up tharway and see that he follows
the Doctor’s orders. . . . The Doctor says the
water i your sulphur spring will be fine for
him, and [ am in hopes that a week or 5o of
vour delightful mountain aie, with the warer
and exercise; will send him back feeling all
right again. Make him get out and carch his
own trout, and make him milk, and feed the
calves and the pigs, and put him in bed every
night so tired out chat he can’t hold his head
up. It's just what he needs (28).

Matthews was well aware of the value of his sulphur
springs and of the resort potential of his property. Ina
letter to a prospective buver of the ranch, he claimed:

The ranch could be made a very proficable
enterprise if sufficient capital is used toseant
a watering resore on pare of the land, which
contains a numberof valuable mineral springs,
water all vear round in abundance. . . . The
sale of water and a good Hotel alone could be
the means of earning between $20,000 and
£30,000 per vear if correctly handled and
pushed by the righe paries (29).

Interest in the arca’s resore porential was seill present
k11 years later. When the Hl:u:kpi]r: Ranch was firse
:l::w:lupnd. aAmang the hLhsted purpn:.ﬂ:. ul" the
corporation was o “maintain clubs, howels, and
resorts” (M) And, of course, with the ereation of
Lake Sonoma, recreation continecs to be important to
the ares.

Hunting Clubs

The superior hunting in che area stcracred
cursiders early. Sylvester Scorr, the man who claimed
that he killed a bear and a pancher for every day of the
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Elk Range Gun Club members, circa 199 (from GM collection

yEar, may have started the area’s first h:lnting clubin
the 1870% An article 1n the loeal nEwspapar upan
Scont's death was entitled “Death of a Famous
Hunter.” Scote's fame as a bear hunter, the newspaper
claimed, was worldwide: “Perhaps no man in the
country in those dayvs enjoved the visies of so many
prominent people. . . . Dukes, princes, and other
titled peaple” were drawn to his reputation (31 L Scon
apparently saved the pels as crophies, rather than
selling them at marker; che paper reporoed thar arthe
time of his move oo [dahe, he had g collection of 300
bear skins From the hills =urr\u|.|.|‘|-:||'r|.j; upper nlr':,-
Creck.

Loaeer, recreation was combined with business
and policics in the huneing ¢lubs of the Lake Somoma
Area. George C. Marthews, the son of an early
subsistence rancher, paid his way through St Mary's
College with cash earned by his prowess as a deer
hunter. It was apparently ac 5c. Mary's that he made
friends with a number of young men who were o

hecome mei nent Son Francisco businessmen. Afuer
Matthews reitu roed io his Facher™s ]._}r'g,- Creek ranch i
1887, these men began to make regular visits to the
arca. Soeon Matthews established the Elk Range Gun
Clul, with his influential friends as members. From
club comespondence, we learn that anaual dues in
1903 were 520 per person (12 members), a sizable
sum at the time. The elub merin Santa Rosa oo vore on
rules and new members, which were subject w
Matthews' approval by lewer. Among the members in
1905 were a jlldgn. a distrce attorney, an sEorney,
and the COUNEY dSecss0r. Matthews did more than
simply allow the members access o che land: he
participated in the hunting and social activitios; favors
passcd back and forth through the mails; and members
wore willing o speak for Matthews an matters of
rosds and land claims.

Hunting clubs became increasingly popular
through the years. The 15 investors in the Rockpile
Ranch, incorporated in 1911, initally amassed cheir
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]'IIJEE :h;l"l::lg_l: [ 447 ﬂ'!l‘:'l'i a huni I:'IE 1.:||..| I El‘r-::-::": ranchers
began lcasing exclusive rights on their lands; in these
transactions, they negotiated the number of men per
club on the basis of how many deer the rancher
wanted taken (restricted by law afeer 1907 to two per
hunter pef season). Unlike the Elk Range Gun Clulb
and Rockpile Ranch, most elubs were not formally
organized butwere simply groups of men who enjoyed
hunting pegether.

H unti.l'tg |":5|1.L1: could be aold ar cx:hnngvr:l'l bath
formally and informally beeween landowners and
hunters, and they became an actively negotiated item
in the terms of any sale or lease of properey. Later, in
the late 1970s, landowners just outside the project
ared received an average annual income of $1.00 per
acre for leasing hunting rights, With some ranches
including more than 10,000 acres, hunting was an
important source of income. Hunting clubs had
several benefits to the landowner. As we saw in the
case of Mamhews, they could be an important source
of social and business connections. By curtailing the
deer and feral pig populacions in the uplands, hunting
clubs also helped ranchers maintain the range for
livestock, as well as providing welcome income (32).

INTERGROUP CONFLICTS

Most of the interactions described above were
chargcrerized by cooperagion berween groups, Bue
conflict often arises berween groups if they cach seck
the same limited resources or their lifeways are so
different that n:l-np-r:r.Lt'mn appeirs untenahle.

Intertribelet Conflicts

Among the Southermn Pomo, intereribeler conflic
was not unusual. Revenge after a supernacural
poisoning has been identified as the major impertus for
warfane, while disputes over boundaries and fishing
rights may have been the second greatest cause.
Usually poachers were given a warning: force was
brought o bear only in cases of persistent disregard
of another group's properey rights. Battles were also
fought to avenge the abduction of Makahmo women
and children by other groups. With revenge as a
frequent cause of these skirmishes, itis not surprising
o learn that the same groups foughe recurringly, with
one dispute giving risc 1w another. Most of these
conflices were waged against close neighbors, The
Cloverdale Makahmo foughe most frequently with the
Geyserville Wappo, the Yobakeva Pomo of Pieta
Creek, and the Cokoa Pomeo of Hopland. Occasionally
battles were fought wich nonlocal groups: an Upper

I.:h:' Pasrmo mudn rni‘n'lrl:cd. that his Fﬂ:nph: nl:'h:n b-:ll!tl-r,::i
with the Cloverdale Pomo when they passed through
Makahmo terrieory on their way to the coast (33),

Warfare was often a highly formalized affair,
presided over by a specialized war leader who
established the bartle plan, selected the place of bale,
and ser the time for the pre-war dance and dinner.
Berribution was equally formal. YWar leaders from
both sides met at the “winner's t'iIL:F_I: b arrange fiour
dn .:En:n:llﬂc settlement. The lnaﬂ:r: wore l'l:\qul'rr:d ]
give the victors pavment of shell or magnesite bead
moncy, animal skins, and blankees. Surprise artacks,
secording vo one Makahmo elder, were also commaon:

Seouts, who were sent to watch the enemy
village o determine s vulnerability, used
‘hoot-owl calls’ to signal coone another, The
consultant said cthat people in the village were
taughe o listen carefully when they heard an
owl call: *If it comes from high wp, it's a bird;
if it’s low, ic's a man’ (34}

While such actacks, as well as those of more
formal warfare, could often be brutal, relatively few
deaths occurred |:u|'|'|.|,'|-:|r-r:rl with national warfare in
historic times, with the first death often signaling the
end of fighting. Occasionally no one was killed, and
the conflice was ended !:i.rr:pl'!.' because one side gave
up and went home. At other times, there were several
deaths before the fighe was conceded.

Allignees wene spmetimes established berween
groups—frequently the same groups with whom trade,
intermarriage, and ceremonial relations had been
cemeneed. Such “confederations”™ were reporvedly
common in the wpper Russian River drainage, but
their presence amang the Southern Pomo has not been
recorded. Certainly some help from friendly groups
would have been expected when a cribeler was being
threatened from outside. Onee Eurcamericans entered
the arca, Indians had a2 more urgent reason for
banding togecher, and warning svstems, such as chat
which alerted other groups w approaching Mexican
slave raiders, were esuablished. By the time of
Vallejo's military avtacks on the northern frontier, a
man named Daniel was said to have been the “chief of
the Cainamero” (Southern Pomo), implying far
broader political alliances than had occurred before
contact.

Conflicts with New Settlers

During the Spanish and early Mexican periods,
milicary attacks in the Maorth Bay were focused on
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Makahmo Men's Dance Costume (drawing by Rusty Rossman)

finding and retrieving escaped Indians from the
missions, As the mission sysvem declined, the namre
of the military campaigns against the Momh Bay
Indians changed. The horse- and camle-stealing
setivities of the interior and Marth Bay Indians were
the cause of comtinuous Fi#j’it:ing- Instead of orga fumgedd
punitive retaliation, military encounters degencrared
into sall skirmishes, often turning into slave-hunting
raids.

The life of a caprured Indian on the ranchos
ranged from dull ferced work o demeaning
enslavement. At Surter’s Fore, for example, 604 o
800 Indians were said w have been fed wgether at
wooden troughs in the broiling sun, while at Vallejo’s

Petaluma Rancho, one observer moted that the Indians
"vepeoate rather than live™ (35). Om some land granes,
such as the Pefias" Rancho Tzabaco, Indians and
rancheros came ogether for mutual benefie the
rancheras needed the labor and, n solated areas,
l’!l:rl'l:ll!ﬁ- ithe COniTh pany &5 well, while Indians needed a
home and protection from the military. In reerospect,
some ranchos gave Indian peaple an opportunicy to
learn ranching and farming skills they would need for
survival in the more densely populated California of
the mid- 150,

Afrer tribeler life was disnupred in the mid-1%ch
century, the Big Times char had been vical to group
interaction were held with less frequency. The
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José Hamm Carillo of the Santa Rosa de Cabeza Rancho with an Indian worker, dravwn in 1850

(from Marryal's Mountaing and Molehills, 1856)

Flll:lpl,ll'.'ltll'lﬂ had been so reduced that nit enough local
pcirpli: could be g.'lthi:rvnd [43] pﬂrfnm'l. some dances,
and ceremonics=—when they were held=—drew
participants from a wider region. Then, in the spring
IZFE IE'I-..I| 2, 4 IMIEssgc 1)!’ II.I:II'!I: f-:rr lllulJi.'IJ'I FH:I'J]'.‘!I: W
trunamitted throughout norchern California. The new
religion that resuleed, called the Earth Lodge Cule by
anthropologises, prophesicd the end of the world with
all its misery and suffernng and a return to the former
wiay of life. Clear Lake became the center of this new
religion for Pomoans. There, semisubrerransan
houses were built o shelver Indian people from the
ensuing cataclysm, and people went vo Clear Lake
from throughout the Russion River Valley and the
nlr‘l.' [:I'I:tk ANCH BN '||‘||'|.'Il WS I'JE.'H.'Ti.hE I'j % “an ﬂ.l.l'l'l“l-t
continual procession” (36).

Indians working for sctelers obrained two- to
three-week leaves of absence {required by law), but
the ceremonies at Clear Lake continued without
interruption for months, angering ranchers and
farmers. Many sectlers were frightened by the large
gatherings: unaware of the ceremonial significance of
the sssemblies, they often assumed that the Indians

had convened o plm: against them. Whites banded
vrpcther to Ut an end to all such g::i‘h:'r.inj;'l. and return
Imckians to cheir waork,

Onee sent back home, many local groups again
convenced to continue theirceremonics. In the 1870s,
people from Ukiah, Hopland, and Lake County
gathered with the Diry Creck Pomo near the Warm
Springs/Dry Creek confluence. A group of worried
settlers met ot the schoslhouse, organized men 0o an
armed posse, and sent it to investigate. The senlers
were assured of the peaceful intent of the gatherning,
and the Big Time continued (371 In other areas,
Whites were far less tolerane dances were ['rl:qucnl:h_a.'
braken up |:|1l,' armed settlery, and 1n some cases,
doncehouses were burned. Oecasionally it was the
military, not the settlers, who disrupted gatherings,
and seme Indian groups were even forcibly driven by
soldiers o reservations.

Thereafter, each local group held s own
cefemonies, inviting only close neighbors. "This
localizing of ceremonies, with each tribeler having its
own dreamer or propher, resuleed in each group
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dl:m:lnliiﬂg iu Ll ] 'F:lrtil:uh:' "."I'_'I!.i.ll'lﬂ of the new
religion, while providing a focus about which cach
group could rally and organize itself. Many Indian
communmeics of the 1980s continwe to hold traditonal
dances, with people convening from throughout
narthern Califormia for the celebrations.

The forced removal of California Indians from
their own land is perhaps the best Known of the
hn.rd.:hi[m suffered h'!.' Mative Americans [ see E"Lﬂl'll'.l:f
?]. I...El! well known are thl: ¢|:|-|.‘|t'||.‘|1.1|':rl il'l.ju:til:l:t
which eccurred for many decades afeer Indians lost
their land., Although slavery was outlawed, the thefi
of Indian children and theie sale o rancheros was a
regular oocurrence during the Mexican period, while
new American settlers continued the practice for
several years. In 1850 a form of slavery was
legalized—indenture. The Act for the Government
and Protection of Indians, as its tide implics, was
written to improve conditions for California Indians,
protecting them from inhumane rearment by Whites.
In reality, however, the act gave free labor to seuler
families, effectively requiring Indian children o
remain in service until 25 oo 30 years of age. Alchough
the sct was repealed in 1863, indengured children and
voung sdults were bound w serve out their terms—
until the 1880 in some cases,

For decades, Indians could not vote or hold
office, nor could they testify in court agzinst o White.
Unal 1921 most Indian children could not agstend local
schools. Instead they were separated from cheir
families and sent o schooly at the Round "L'lllc':.-
Reservation or at the Sherman Insttube in southern
Califarnia, where cducation was often minimal and
treatment usually ranged from negligent vo severe. A
Makahmo clder described her unhappy expericnce
when, at age 11, she was sent B0 miles from home ta
the Indian schoal at Covelo in Round Valley:

Arthar time [ could noc yverspeak English and
spon found myself unable o follow simple
rjrﬂui.ng and t.:ting chores af the rlail'!.'
l:'!.i.lh:l'bl."l’: beciime wo |:!‘|.i||lrﬂn wene not
supposcd to speak Indian, a rule of most
government Indian schools ar thae time. . ..
They tried to keep me busy giving me cards
that had holes in them theough which 1 was
supposed w twist some varn. [ seemed so
useless (38)

Well into chis century, Indians were not permitoed
in White churches, they could notenter beavuty parbors

or restaurants, and they were segregated in theatres.
In stores they were requined to waie eo che side uneil
the lase White customer was served; at some places,
they wene not sorved atall (39), Aebest, Indians were
subjects of curiosity, more often of ridicule. Reading
the newspapers of the late 1%th century, one is sereck
by the oven racism thar was casually handed vo the
public. A lead newspaper story in 1871 referred vo o
Sebastopal political rally/picnic, o which “Men,
wWAmen, hn':.'s, E'irl!.. bahies and I}ig_gcr Inclians
ﬂm:lq ed.® Before dl:'.ﬂ:ri' I'.'IIII'lE the India n:' “nast L
squalidness,” the writer contraseed the crowd:
“Digger Indians, sat on the ground a lictle apart from
the tide of civilization, which surged here and there in
beautiful, ineclligent Saxon purey” (400, At the time,
this attituwde was expected by the readers, many of
whom were stll sceking to justify their usurpation of
Indian lands.

As Californios became 3 minoricy during the
early years of seotlement, many of them also became
the butt of racial jpkes and discriminacion. Called
simply “Spaniards™ in news paper accounts, Mexican
Californians were often characterized by the same
disparaging stereotvpes used to describe Indians, José
Jesus Pefia, brother of ranchero José German and
exccutor of his estate, meoa violent end in what may
have been a racial brawl;

A Cold Blooded Murder, — Jesus Penia was
murdered by William Eller, in the upper parnt
of this county. . .. An eyc-witncss states that
Eller and a Epu.n'i:n'd wereina qu.lrﬂ:] abhauta
hnr:n: race; thjt HOEHE GOE !l:nll:k I:hl: Epﬂ.n 1ard
an the head with a tumbler, when Penia
interfered wo sewtle the difficulty, and some
o sung out to Eller to shoot him, whercupoan
he drew his revolver and fired, the ball entering
Penia"s head. who died ina few minutes. The
miurderer then jumped upona horse and made
good his escape. No arrests have yver been
meade (41}

Some of this hoseility toward Mexican
Californians was formalized in a number of legislative
aces which outlawed rraditional Californio
cntertainments, while an antivagrancy bill, officially
known as the “Greaser Act™ and specifically aimed ar
Mexicans and Indians, was passed in 1855 (42).

ConfMicts among Seitlers

Major conflices also occurred among the new
settlers, The Squatters” Wars of the 1850 and 18605
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are described in Chapeer 5. These stubborm contests
between large landowners and the familics who eved
their holdings ranged from name-calling and
animosity, to murders and the burning of homes and

Property.

Loocal political disagreements over the Civil War
were a5 emotionally violent as the Squatters’ Wars,
although ot as destructive of life and propeny.
Bonoma Coanty was I:i:l:h:rl'!.' divided aver the 155ue.
Marth of the Fl:l:u.]un'l.;-ﬂu::iuh River dl'r:ir]l:. the
population was primarily Seuthern Democra, while
most Petalumans were Yankees and seaunch
Republicans. For several vears a verbal battle was
fought between the Santa Hosa Sewomra Deorocrsr and
the Petaluma Sosrmal & Arpae, with each issue
slinging insulz ar the opposition. The Democratic
faction was parcicularly strong in Healdsbueg, where
it was reponedly asserted that “no recruins o jointhe
Federal army would ever live o cross the Russian
River.” Colonel MNorten, a colorful and infleenial
Sonoma County resident, ¢laims po have been among
the few to defy the Healdshurg Democras:

When it was said that no Union flag should
ever float in Healdsburg, he went immediately
to Petaluma, purchased one, placed iton the
top of his carriage, camied it through the
country to Healdsburg, and nailed it to his
balcony, where it continued co wave (43),

Local Healdsburg historian William Shipley
deseribed Sonoma County residents as “Tire-cating,
bleod-spilling rotstering Southern Democrars who had
a chill, frothed at the mouth and gnached their peeth
every time they saw & Lincoln Bepublican™ (44).
Given the majority sentiment, according o Shipley,
“all Union sympachizers kepr their mouths shue”™ [ois
interesting o speculate how two farmers on Dy
Creek in 1860—Andrew Miles from Indiana and
Banford Bennett from New York—fared living next to
the Bishops from Tennessee,

The Democratic Farey sentiment became o
stpong in northern Sonoma County that celebrations
were held in the Santa Rosa square afver each
Confederae victory, and Sonoma was the only county
in the scate to recurn a vore in favor of General
MeClellan in the 1564 election, considered primarily
a vore against Lincoln and the Union. Lincoln’s
assassination subdued the policical fervor, By the late
1860s, the Sewema Dewocrar was no longer filled
with political commencary, alchough anti-Union

stafcmonis cantinued o he :publi:h-nd fiar at |.-|:|ul: @
decade.

Cher the nexe century, the nature of conflicts
between the people of the Lake Sonoma Area
changed. Previously, group interest hod been o
unifying force, uniting squatters against land-grant
holders and sertlers against Mative Americans. As
land title became more firmly established, the basis
for much of this diseord was undermined, and the
:l:n.lt: af r]iu:putﬂ.'l. was n:l;]u-u:rj tor the individual o
family level. Few details of these squabbles have
come down through the years, although some were
undoubtedly over land boundaries and the exact
placement of fencelines. It seems likely that such
isdues were the cause of the long-standing feud
berween the Hallengren and Pricchet families, who
owned contiguous oracts in the upper Dy Creck
Valley, Other disputes, such as that berween the
Woods and the Patrons, had more immediate causes:
im this case, a braw] following a local dance ended in
Patton being shot by Wood, In the lace 1%th century,
the Hamilcon School Discrics Board was the only
public forum wherein local factions could vie for
dominance. At least in the early davs, successive
boards seem to have been converned almost as much
with local politics as wich maters of education,

In more recent years, the arca once again became
decply divided, this time over an issue thar would
affect bath it and the county as a whole: che Warm
Springs Dam-Lake Sonoma Project. The dispure
waged for several years, with many county residents
in the early 19708 actively taking sides. Landownerss
within the area viewed the development differently:
some considered sale of their holdings w the
government o be an economic windfall, while others
werne frusorated and saddened by the forced sale of
generations-old homesteads, Nearby farmers could
not agree on the benefits of flood control versus
annual, nutrient-rich flooding of cthe ficlds:
townspeople were divided over the vimues of the
potential economic stimulus of increased tourism
versus home-rown values: and environmentalises and
apore enthusiasts disagreed on the appropriate use of
the land. Like most disputes during the area’s history,
time has softened this conflice, and by the mid-1980s,
maost residents no longer found the building of Warm
Springs Dam an important issue for debate.
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Side Wiew

Makahmo oot drum {(drawing by Rusty Rossman)

179



\
NORTHERN POMO f \
- \ PATWIN
N g ~- \
\ﬁ_..-"" \“\ I’ aﬂ#}*\

N r : 35 #‘,,ra;‘
CENTRAL i EEETERH LA % n-n*{.'#h
POMO l POMO h_l _,,-G A

f...T—-l-

I
= =} %"’-:5.- \__ makehmo Cobb Min

_,‘l" “-_- la"F 1 {Elm'-dullﬂ# “'\.
wishachamaoy ) q"':, . -~
e {annapolis) L P - _—
A== :_ [Dry Cravmk) *r'f N
“ L KASHAYA ) \}
POMO 0\
Ty -~ i,
o L 2) ]
g .- Imnhnmhru‘," hﬂukamfnru\
' O S \ penemy )
“Z
| ~—o Y
COAST MIWOK
|..'..'-113 _ : EIIl:llr:llll;"r'r'lrr'l . tx -'-""-'_-"' TH[B?LET Buu"l_:lh_n'f ]
- . — e LANGUAGE BOUNDARY |
poR Al e e ]

The Southern Pomo and their nelghbors (map by David Bicling)




CHAPTER 10

THE OuTtsipe WoRLD: TrRAVEL, TRADE, AND COMMUNICATION

IsTRODUCTION

Since the first occupation of the Lake Sonoma
.ﬂ.n::l. trade and travel have hnked rmidcl'll'_': with
outside groups. Impored materials present in the
5000-year-old archacological deposits indicate the
beginnings of trade. Owver the centuncs, trade items
increased, feflecting an ever-growing interaction
berween prehistoric groups. After the first years of
Eurcamerican settlement, goods and information were
reaching the area from throughout the wosld.

For groups to interace, they need o reach each
other; trails, messenger systems, roads, railroads,
welephones, and avtomobiles closed the gap berween
communities. As rechnology aided contact berween
groups, the recopnized community became larger,
and the outside world was conginually being redefined
and growing in importance.

TrADE AND TRAVEL
Mative American Trade

Few locations in the world have matched the
California Morch Coast Ranges” diversity of human
groups at the time of Euwroamerican contact, In chis
150-mile strerch of coastal mounains and valleys,
four separate language families were represented, and
11 distince languages were spoken, Wichin the area of
the seven Pomoan languages, there were an estimated
75 tribelets—cach a separate autonomous political
unit. Although anthropologists have recognized a
great simil:rirﬁr in the cultures of these groups, each
tribelet saw its way of life as uniqur_' and was .ﬂl.'l.lll:l':.'
aware of the many subtle differences beeween peoples
in the arca. Differonces were more marked beeween
Pomoan tribelets and noighboring groups speaking
unrelated languages, like che Coase Miwok o the
sodithwest and the Wappo to the cast. Thus afver a few
hours walk im any direction, one crossed the border of
anew “nation,”

The Marth Coast Hu.ngc:- also 'Frm.'id.u an
cxl:‘.irrd:i:‘lu.r:,‘ r]i'rl:f:il.}' af nmtﬂgjcﬂ Z0OMmEs, %0 that
cach small group usually had proprictary access to
chaparral, riverine, oak woodland, and coniferous
forest communitics. But never did one tribelet have

all the resources its members considered necessary
for survival. Basic food items were the most broadly
distributed: every tnbelet territory held acorns, green
plants, fish, and game amimals, but a temporary
surplus in a neighboring territory was often the
occssion for rade, The Makahmao often traded for
ton-nak scorms with the r:h:l.nnh:E'fn Pamo of Yorkville
and oceasionally eraveled further, into what 15 now
Mendocino l'."'..nuﬁt'g,'.turu”-l:u:t ArMmY Wi L_..lEEI'F'i]lI:IJ'H
in the Ukiah Valley. Trade was more important with
groups who controlled the unigque ressurces of the
Clear Lake area and the coase: sea sale, seaweed,
marine fish, and shellfish were restricted o the coast,
and certain kinds of fish wore available only ar Clear
Lake (1)

Nonfood resources were more geographically
restricted. Chert could be guarried within most
rerrivories, but materials of special texoure or color
might have made one region’s source more valuable.
Far more limited was obsidian, one of the most
broadly craded items in central California. For people
in the Lake Sonoma Area, quality obsidian was found
only at three locations: Annadel Mountain near
present-day Santa Rosa, Napa Valley, and the Clear
Lake area. A major change inthe wse of these obsidian
sources occurred during the long cccupation of the
arca,

Lake Sonoma Area .Il'l;h.'.ll;!nll'lﬂllim found that
chert was the F':I"i.l'l'll:lr':.' stone tool moteral do "-'“E the
Skaggs Period, the first occupation of the area
beginning aboue 3000 B.C. Most obsidian dating o
the Diry Creek, or ineermediate, Period was from Me.
Eonocti, a major obsidian source on the southcrn
shores of Clear Lake. Me Konocti continued in
importance in the carly Smich Period, beginning about
AL 13, A decided shift ocourred in the lage Smich
Period, perhaps as late as A1, 1800, when obsidian
Wi Fu:dnmim r|l:|':.I from T";l:lp-: Glose Mouncain. This
ghift refleceed a mn.jur ch:ngu in social IneerscEions,
probably linked to population changes resulting from
the arrival of Eurpamericans. Nineteenth-century
Euroamerican trade was primarily oricnted toward
the region due south of the Lake Sonoma Arca: the
lower Russian River Valley, the Sanva Roza Plain,
and the San Francisco Bay Area. In comerast,
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arch m:l:'n-lfrgl'::ll tt‘idr_' nece shows I'.|.'| af i‘ln&hittnl‘il;
ocoupants eraded to the cast and norch. There was a
remarkably small quantity of Sanea Rosa arca obsidian
found in projoct-area sites, while arifact styles were
shared with people to the north and case, noe with the
Santa Hosa region.

The Cloverdale and Dry Creek twribelers
controlled no rare commaodities, but the abundance
and vanety aof therr food resowrees were often s.uught
aui, Their most '|.':|J|.Lib||: trade dEkcik, I'ln'l.nh'm'. Wis
their skill as crafesmen: Southern Pomo groups, along
with the Coast Miwok, wore the primary
manufacturers and eraders of clam dise beads in nosthe-
central California, and the chert and obaidian drills
they made—eonsidered exceprional—were also wadely
wraded. Disc beads, made from the shell of the large
Washington clam, served as currency throughout
central California The shells were broken up, ground
o a dis¢ shape on sandstone, bored, strung. and chen
finished by being rolled on a slab. The value of disc
beads was based on their diameter and thick ness—ithe
larger the bead, the greater ivs buving power—as well
as on their degree of polish:

Old strings were prized highly. The handling
of a lifetime impaned a gloss unattainable in
any other way, and was appreciated as fully
by the natives as by any ethnographic callector
{2}

Beads were wsed to purchase goods wichin and
between groups; they were also wagered in gambling,
giﬂ:n a% Hil'l:s at wcr]d.inpﬂ, ﬁl'l-d warn as :ll."l:l:l:l:i!:l:
ormaments and displays of wealth

Likec obsidian, beads arc a major indicator of
trade in prehistoric archacological sives, Clam disc
beads were found ar several Lake Sonoma Afeas sives,
as were some carly histornic glass vrade beads. In
addition, there was ample evidence that the people of
the arca engaged in the Sowhern Pomo specialization
of bead m:.l-:in_g. In one ]nr_gl: vi]hg-t: site (LA S00=
593 /H an upper nry i'.:t'm:kh 140 clam dise bead dalls
weore recovered during excavation, while 35 drills
were discovered ina single houscpit atanother upper
Diry Creck site (CA-S50n-568). Even in this outlyving
arca, bead making was clearly importane

Trade trips were sometimes quite formal,
somenmes refatively casual, affxirs. Individuals made
two of theee trips a year o the coast near Svewan’s
Poine, where they collected abalone and mussel mear,

seaweed, and sale, packing them home in large burden
baskets. Trips o Bodega Bay were of a different
nature: theyserved as a vacation for the whole family
as well 8 a food-geming mission. The joumcy took
ewo of three dayvs, and the families remained ac the
coast for 4 week or twe, camping with friendly groups
and spending the evenings in entenainments. Some
scafpod was caren while camping, bur the majority
was dried in the sun and packed home. Bodega Bay
was also the source of the thick Wash 'mg_l:-rl:rl
clamshells IJ'!|:|I: were used bo make hl;:.dm Tl'n: Coast
Miwok who controlled Bodega Bay allowed inland
groups free accoss to gathering arcas. In return, they
could frecly collece food that was not available on the
coast within Dy Creek and Cloverdale verritories. At
least onee a year, small groups of men traveled Fromy
Cloverdale o Clear Lake o collect obsidian. Visitors
were free to mine their own materials, alchough ic was
appropriave (o of fer a gift for chis privilege,

Other wrading expeditions were much more
formal, involving trade specialists and complex
agreements between the two groups. A crading
capeain, chosen for his fluency in languages as well as
his physical stamina, made the arrangements. He
determined the needs of his people, then visived the
group o be oraded with to arrange for the trade items
and set 3 date for che exchange. The exchange itself
was carried out by the trade captain and a small group
of men whe represe nted those left at home.

The most formalized and entertaining exchange
nl:l:i!.':il:':.- was the trade feast, held when one tribelet
I;HFH;riEI.‘IIEI!d a !ulrmrul'!nr'ldunu: af a p-.'.i.rl'.ir.'ulu.r foad
item. If the chicf of the invited tribelet acoepred the
invitation, he brought together the men in his village
and asked each to contribute clamshell beads vo the
comemaen fund. On the appoinced day, the whole group
wraveled o the hose village and presented their beads.
Several days of festivities preceded the vrade, wich
guests freely fed and entenained.

.ﬂnl‘.hmpﬂlngi:! Andrew 1||n'|:.1l|rv|.|:| deseribed ane
nl.u:h tl‘ndl:: feast i the ﬂin:r L-ik-r! arci, i.rh.'nh"in!-_ taa
Pomoan tribelets. On che day of the trade, men of the
host village broughe cxtra fish from their individual
stores, taking in exchange commensurate shares of
the accumulated besds, Once this exchange was
completed, the guest chief distributed the fish equally
among his people. Vayda emphasized the outcome of
this system: while each guest had given different
gquantities of beads according 1o his wealch, each
received an equal portion of fish in reourn. In chis way
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Steps in making clamshell disc beads; after contact, the Spanish drill (shown here)
replaced the traditional chert drill (drawing by Rusty Rossman)

dl‘H"‘I’!I‘EI‘Hﬂ:H i.ﬂ "!'I:III‘J"I “'i!hin tl"lf E‘I.II:!-I ‘l.'l'.il'.l'll'l'lIJI‘.|:i|.':|l
were temporarily equalized, Within the host
community, however, differonces in wealth were
maineained. Since each fizherman gave the surplus
from his particular secwor of the ereck, the men
controlling the more valuable fishing areas received
mre money. They had *banked”™ their surplus wich
the meighbenng communicy,

'H-':.' .IE‘L'EPI.‘iIIE_ af Lavitation io a trode ﬂ:ﬂl.. thce
Pomea Indians who had previowsly “banked™
food would be getting food back, and they
might be doing this at a tiime when the food
would be more necded by them for
consumplion than had been the case with the
goods that they had traded earlier to orher
commumities (1)

Gambling, an cssential entertainment ae all such
gacherings, provided an interesting cwise w the
assembly's main economic function—the trade. Since
winning was primarily based on luck, and great
guantities of shell beads and aches wealth irems were
wagered, a second flow of wealth could pass
unpredictably within and between groups,

Ease of travel in this rugged region was of
l!lri.r'l'!:ll":r' im|‘|-|.1rl'.:|n-|:v|: in trade relations. Thr\uughuut
the North Coast Ranges, the land was crisscrosscd by
a complex network of crails. In the Lake Sonoma
Area, 14 erails, with an additional 10 aleernatives, led
south through Sebastopol, nonth to the Ukiah and
Redwood valleys, and east and west vo Clear Lake
and the coase. These were the major trade roures; in
addition, there were numerous paths linking villages
o hunting and collecting arcas. The ethnographer and
journalist Stephen Powers. who craveled on foor
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thrl‘rugh mort hern ﬂ:li!‘m':'.in in the I!'.i:l't':,l ]ETI:h. Wik
fruseraced by the road system, which scemed to favor
the highest, seeepest mountains inany arca. American
roads followed native trails, he learned, and Indians
had pood reasons for preferring ridges in rugged
teffain:

When the whole face of the country is wooded
alike, the old Indian crails will be found along
the streams but when 1t 1% somewhat apen
I:I'u:':,- |'n'|.'nr.i|:||:||.'].' Fum n[nns thie ril:FFr_'s. d md [il14
ewo below the crese—on the south side of i, if
the ridge trends cast and wese; on the cast
side, if it trends north and south, This for the
feason . . . that the west or north side of a hill
i3 mast thickly wosded. The Califomia Indians
scck open ground for their crails chat chey may
not be surprised eicher by their encmies or by
cougars and grizely bears (4),

Such routes were also preferred because a ridpe
ling often extends for miles chrough mountainous
terrain with relatively litgle varation in elevation,
providing an casy walk, Powers' observation that
American roads followed Indian trails is borne oucin
Sonoma County as well; most county roads tl:H.III':.'
follow the routes of the carier system.

These rowtes were abways traveled an foot—often
at a run, I!!I.i'H:"lﬁ.I"Y 'ifimFrﬂ-rtu At MOSSAECs Wore b be
relayved. The Russian Baron von Wrangell related the
response of a group of Indian men near the Russian
River when he requested thar a message be sent to
their village:

The eldest among them immediarely chosea
young man as deputy. The lacer fastened his
light cloth around his hips, took his bow in
hand. and disappeared so fase from view that
wie hiad no cime o rewand him wich a small gift
for his readiness to serve (5).

The young man may have been an official
MeESSemEer, o lpuciu]ist pﬁ:i tromn WITVEHL L SaHITHE Louthern
Pul'nngrnups..

Mexican Period Trade and Travel

Unlike the good sccess wo food, rechnological
items, and luxurics in precontact California, few
goods were manufactured in the Mexican period of
California, and there were numerous limitations on
trade. These rescrictions led o a lifestyle of high
contrasts, with even the wealthy often living under
crude conditions, An account by an Amerncan who

vigited several ranchos 1n the 1840s d-lt:l;rihu:l. I'J'u;
legendary hospicalicy of the Californios, who insisted
on heaping luxurics on their guests. The traveler was
fed a sumpoeous meal, lavishly cntertained, and
encouraged oo stay indefinively. “At the same tme,
you afe affered a stool of beefs head, as a substivue
for a chair, if there happens o be one convenient, if
noL, you are expoected o situpon the ground.™ Pefia’s
Rancho Trabaco adobe in the Dy Creck Valley
|'!I'I:'I-'|I'itl:|.l:! anather exam pir,'.: desenibed as “substantial”
II':,' b rluighhm' fhl,rru.: A|l:':|::|.|1d|':r. Pefia's ]'In:ml: had
anly a picce of rawhide to serve as a door-covering
(6.

The hide and eallow wrade reigned for more than
20 wears as the major economic pussuit in Mexican
California. Demand for hides was insatiable on the
East Coast, while tallow was especially desired in
Peru for making candles and soap. Even cartle horns
werne exported and murned into shoe buttons, Due oo
thie dominance of the rade and che virtual absence of
cash, hides came to be known as “California
banknotes.” What rancheros could buy wich chese
banknotes was almosc entirely at che mercy of the
eraders and che spock of che last pore they had entered.
Traders were after hides, and they would get them by
catering o the Californios” reported vanicy: while
farm implements, furniture, and food items werne
often scarce, there was wsuwally an abundance of
Chinese silks, cassels, stockings, and silver spurs.
Goods were taxed with enormous and constancly
fluctuating duties, as much as 80 to 100 percent of
their value, ﬁgu:n:d on the high roat of tra n.lpnrr.u.l:in:rl
across ll'u': Pacafic mcan or around the Harn, TI'J.'dI::I'I
offered a syseem of extended credie as an enticement,
keeping rancheros in constane debe (7

Just east of the Lake Sonoma Area, Pefia and his
two northern neighbors, Berryvessa and Feliz, had
taken up the most outlying lands in the Mexican land-
grant system. In fact, the area was of so litle
importance oo the Mexicans thar che Russian River is
not shown on an otherwise detarled 1845 T 1
dnather Iﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂl acCoiang, the fiver was ::irJ 0 1SS
maore than 100 miles norch of its actual headwaters,
indicating little knowledge of this region (8). Despite
their location on the fringes of Mexico's northern
frontier, Pefa and hiz neighbors did have acoess o
trade goods. Traders, well adapeed to the problems of
a thinly spread population, employed horses, mules,
or boars o reach the most remore rancho. These
traveling merchants announced new poods and
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California vaqueros with their legendary horses (from BB, Olmsied s Scenes af Woarder and Curiosity
Jrom Hurchivgs ' California Magazine: [856- 1861, 1962)

services, delivered merchandise ordered the previous
year, and took orders for the next,

Transportation was difficult in Mexican
California, with rough, often useless, wagoen orails
and the l;|.II||TII':|' caretta, @ care with two c:'lu;lq:l'r' cut
stone wheels, These conditions made moving goods
and Eroups uf'|:||:-er|.'|-|e aslow process, bt the HFEEI‘J at
“I'“I'_'h ] illl']i.\'idllul -LTHJJd l.r.l'l.'i:' I'J.rl:'“-' ravcs fr-:hm
.'tl'l'l Eer'ﬂ.l.'l '-'I.'III:EIH ﬂnc itra 'I'l:!:l' L'I.ﬂim:':l:

One hundred miles a day, are as frequently
driven by the Mexicans as fifey are by our
people, in oruth, with them, it v bur an
ordinary day's ride. . . . The gait ar which
those horses ane driven is ar a fast gallop, at
which gait they are frequently kept, for many
houwrs 10 suceession, with very slight intervals
of rest. . . . | have F'r~|:r.|:u1:n|:|1,' fidden those
horses, over the plains of California, upon a
fust gallop, for five or six consecutive hours,
without the least intermission (%),

With such remarkable steeds, Pefia and the other
northem froncier residents could have ndden vo San
Fablo Bay, where numerous embarcaderos lined the
northern shores, in half a day. The most imporgane of
these stations was St. Louis, a town south of Sonoma
consisting of lictle more than docks and a saloon,

where boatmen waited to hire out their services, and
goods srdered from San Francisco were unloaded.

Some trade centers were present north of the
havshore: we know from Pefia's will chat he traded
with Mathan Spear, the former 5an Francisco
merchant who was then operating a grst mill and
sawmill and dispensing medicines and ather gpoods
fnrm =1 HJI’!U. r.'ll'li.'ill:l. TIlI: piECoLAE I'Jl:lﬂk?l 1!" jﬂ.l'.'l:lh
l.eese, another mujur Marth E-ﬂ'!.' trader, show the
purchases of Peia's neighbor, Henry Fich of the
Rancho Sotoyome (100, While Firch did not live on
his ranchis, his overseers—IFirst Cyrus Alexander and
larer Moses Camon—baought goods for the ranch in
his name. Leese, like all resident raders during this
period, served as accountant, banker. and business
representative for his cuswmers. Fitch’s personal
debits were Fl.'lil:[ by Leese, his workers were sdvanced
ciash when ACCERRAryY, and tra n:i[u:lrl!:ll!'iun af his hndes
and tallow was arranged “to the beach.” Most of
Alexander's and Carson's purchases consisted of
itoms necessary for running the ranch: livesoock,
saws, sheep shears, large kentles for rendenng vallow,
and barfels for eransporeing it. Orher purchases wene
apparently made po maintain the Indian workers on
the rancho: 10 blankews, 7 shirts, and 4 pairs of
corduroy pantalosns were bought during one three-
dav peried, while 11 pounds of beads were also
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]ﬁllr:hﬂ:al‘:d dllring the same wm:'ll:. ﬁ-tu:nunl:l. muld
accumulate unpaid for monehs; they were eventually
offsce by goods, rather than cash. Indians on the
Soroyome Hancho must have cngaged in soap
proeduction and milling, as soap and boards were the
st frequent means of payment to the merchant

To offser the limitations of rrade in Mexican
Califernia, the wealthier Californios pamticipated in a
widz-r.ln_ging netwark I!'II‘F-I::I:I:h!ﬂEEI- The Fmpulnt:i:}r:
af mancheros was :l.‘ni". and @t least some of the
activitics of most land-grant holders have been well
documented. Because there is so lictle information an
Pefia, we caninfier thae he was neither a wealthy nora
influential man. Yet his 1847 will {one of the very
few available decuments regarding him) gives a
fascinating glimpse of his paricipation in the
network. In addition to his debr of “one hundred
Dollars in wheat” to Nathan Spear (“Don Natan
Espear™), Pefia listed the following account of his
debrors and credivors:

Also, | declare char [ am deboor to Don
Manuwel Torres [ Rancho Mufiz] to the
amount of [nog specified].

Also that | owe Moises [perhaps Moses
Carson, carctaker of Somvome Rancho)
thirey dolfars in produce,

Also, that | owe to Marcos West [Rancha
Ban Miguel] Tendollars in same.

Also, that | have in my posscssion ane
hundred mares of Don Mariano G. Vallejo
for the term of ten years, which when
concluded we were ta divide the halves of
the increase,

Allso, thae if I die my Executor may deliver
the one hundred mares to said Sefior
Vallejo, retaining in his possession for the
benefit of the heirs the increase that belongs
oo chee .

Also, that Don Gupe Vallejo owes me Sixry
Seven Daollars: and that | have received
Seven; n:n'u'ining in Y Favor Sixey
Dallars.

Allso, chat Sehero Alviso owes me ewenty
dallars for a horse,

Allso, that Don Manuwel Torres owes me
four picked coles for two horses thae [ sold
hiim.

Also, chat Juan Bojorques owes me twao
yvoung Bulls.,

Also, Ignacio Balenzuela owes me one wild
mare.

A final statement is appended to this document:

Mote: There are in my possession Eigheeen
coles belonging to Dan Juan Cooper [Rancho
El Muolino] vo break them o reins ata rate of
six dollams each, which my Executor will
deliver if [ die, excepring those coles thar may
meet with sccidents, which will be for accounm
of said Sefior Cooper (11).

We can see that Pefia traded th mugl'nut the northermn
fronticr with some of the arca’s most prominent
figures, and that he may have boen a specialise in
horses; perhaps he had unusually adepe vagqueros or
was himself a proficient horseman. A symbaolic, as
well ag economic, significance of horses in Mexican
California is suggested in one of Pefia's last requeses:
“Also, thar those commissioned with the burial of my
body pay with the horses char are used in my hearse.”

Local Development

Ever since hunters and trappers first craveled
through northern California, small groups had used
the Russian River Valley as a trail to the north, This
erail jogeged into che Diry Creck Yalley for a shore
distance, following the route of an Indian trail. An
1831 map shows the trail crossing the Russian River
at “Fiech's,” traveling up Dry Creek to “Pinos,” then
returning to the river just north of “Berrycssas,”
|'|:'n|:|:|h|'!.' u.[-nn_g the route of the prr::cnl!-dn'!.' Dhurcher
Creck Road (12). As it was more commaoan for traders
and families to take steamers up the coast to Union
(later Arcata) and Ewrcka, the nearest carly northern
settlements, the overland route would have been lintle
used.

A picture of the remoreness of the general area
emerges from population fgures presented in the
1850 federal census, which counted only the non-
Indian residents: 32 adulymales, 8 adule females, and
11 children lived in eight dwellings berween present-
dav Ukiah and Healdsburg, a distance of about 50
miles. Many of the single men must have been huneers
of trappers, while sthers may have been testing the
mineral potential of this region. The families may
represent the area’s first squarters, who hoped w
obtain possessory righes o land-grane lands,

A stage stop was cstablished in Geyserville in
1851, signaling the first major step in connecting the
Lake Sonoma Area with the outside world. Shorly
thereafier, the first general store north of Sonoma
was established in an adobe on Fitch's Somwvome
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N

Camping out in 1850 near Mill Creek, just

south of Dry Creek Valley

{drawing from Marryat's Mounralns and Molehillz, 1856)

Rancho, while a crading post was established h}'
Harmon Heald in 1852 between Diey Creck and the
Russian River. Then, in 1854, a erading post was set
up in Cloverdale. Clearly the squateers had arrived in
r:iu.l:il.':l}' |ur}_';|: numbers by this Eime to warrane so

much actvity,

Just what was available at these early stores is not
recorded. Some goods mighe have been especially
precured for the Indian erade, while nonperishable
staples, sweh as sugar and flour, and consumable
necessinies, such as lead and powder for firearms,
would surely have been available. Bur it is unlikely
that many of the needs of the new famialies were met.
|:||1.m'||qru.m'..1 were usuall ¥ advised to hr'lny; st iberms
from home—even window glass from one report—eo
start their new Life; the Millers, whose granddaughtor
marricd Sylveseer Scott, broughe cheir tombstones
with them across the Plains.

Cerrainly lintle variery would have been available
at the vrading post and small stores. For farming
equipment, beors and shoes, household utensils, and
fabric for clothing, the seolers had o cravel o 5.

Lovups—a I:wu--l.‘l:l'!.'tr:ip o foot—ar do without. Laumber
was hewn from the erees nearby or purchased from
March's Mill on Mill Creek. If sced was not brought
from home, the cost of pumting in crops could be
crippling: in the first years, seedling fruit irees sold
for as much as $£1.50 each: a decade lates, 100 trees
could be had for thar amoune. Even those able to buy
cxpensive seed found it was nor readily available; a
ride o Sonoma or Stephen Smith's Bodega senlement
wias necessary in the first years. The vown of Sano
Rosa, later an impomant trade center, was no mone
than “a cluster of houses with neither doors nor
windows™ in 18351 (13L

Then, in 1856, a general store joined Heald s
trading post. and the focal point of the area—
originally called Seringeown—had its inception. This
wis a year that marked new activiey throughout the
county. |'he autobiography of a pioneer women who
had settled about 20 miles souch of the Lake Sonoma
Area in Green Valley near Graton in 1350 vells of the
change:
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An overloaded wagon brought across the plains (photo from Mational Archives)

26 our country arouncd sondma cnlln:},‘hcglns
Lo IMprove, MWns Spring up all over & the
people building houses & leaveing old cabhins
to be used for outhowses. & the people
beginning to talk county Fairs & improve their
stock. & farms i|1:||:l|:|:|1.'|:ing morne 8¢ better
fenoes & mone usceful cmpll:mcntn o wark

with (14).

That year alse broughe the first long-term scttlers ta
the Lake Sonoma Arca: William and Mary Board and
James and Elizabeth Privcher, who claimed craces of
Diry Creek borromland near the confluence of Warm
Springs and Dry crecks. [t may not be a coincidence
that 1856 was alsa the year that [ey Ureek Indians
were remaved from their homes and land and taken to
the Round YValley Indian Beservation in Mendocing
County. Santa Rosa had become the county scar only a
few months before, and this shifi from Sonoma must
also have been taken as a sign that the wese side of the
county was worth developing,

Im 1857 Heald laid out the first rown loes for sale,
and the own grew rapidly thereafver. Ac Firse it
appeared that Healdsburg might become the coumy’s

leading communicy: in 1858 the town was chosen as
the site of the first Sonoma Coan ty agricultural fair.
By the 18605, many needs could be met within the
local communicy, Healdsburg supported o newspaper,
a fire d-ElJurtl.'l'lL'l.'lt. a concert hall, several seorex, and
fraternal 1:-r]_r|u1|.'::r.uti.-|:-|1 £,

Cloverdale, the nearest town for the upland Diry
Creck sctelers, alse offered multiple serviees.
Monetheless, many Diry Creck people traveled 1o
[Pomahue's I.undinp_ of the Petaluma River wo :|:lu'g.'
supplics in the 1860s and 1870s: the savings in freight
was apparently woerth the more than 100-mile round
erip (B3],

For severil decades, settler families remained
relacively self-sufficient. Most plant foods were
grown in the family garden, livestock was raised for
milk, meat, and lard, and huneing provided vanicty for
the eable. Rooe eraps could be stored in the stene-
lined dugous thar were identified by archacologises ar
sgveral Lake Sonoma Arca historic sites: canning
sheds were also fearures on some homesteads,
indicating thar people here, as in other rural areas,
put away supplies of fruit and vegetables for winter
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uss, Mt:‘l n;pairnl.l and f:il!'linntd :l-il'n'ph: farm
implements themselves; some seetlers had worked ae
the blacksmith's rrade before moving o the arca, and
at least two blacksmith shops have been identificd on
project land. Women knieted or sewed all clothing for
themselvies and their children: only shoes and men’s
wousers and overalls were bought in town. This
pattern was shared by rich and poor alike, for seli-
sufficiency was as much an ethic of 19th-century raral
Amenca as 1t was 1 neceisity.

Drespive the self-sufficient lifestyle, many items
could only be obrained in town, and eredit—rather
than cash—was nccessary for people whose incomes
varied throughoue the year. Before the turn of the
century, bills were cumulative, listing the puschases
made from monch to month. After six months o one
wvear, usually when crops were in and sold, the bill
could be paid of f in farm or ranch produces, with any
balance remaining paid for in cash or excended o a
larer date. Customers of a Healdsburg store in 1870
vsed a variety of poods o pay their bills: eges, butter,
meat, and lard headed the lisz wool, whear, sacks,
and shingles were not uncammon, while one customer
even paid with a picce of embroidery ( 16). There was
an additional advantage to having good credit at a
soore: personal debis could be paid by offering credic
on one’s ecount. Thus goods and services could be
obtained throughout the year, even at times of no
incame, to be paid off only when money was available
after harvest. The stare also served as a bank, loaning
money when necessary and holding cash for
customers who fiele URZAsY h-r:l:pi ng JI:IIEE LM at
home.

The bartersystem was prevalent beyvond the local
stofe as well. In ehe late 1850s and carly 1860s, local
beys gained entrance to the circus in Healdsburg by
bringing wheelbarrow loads of crushed tanbark. and
similar pracrices must have oceurred throughour the
wwn (17). The Sowemas Democrar of Sanca Hosa
offered subscriptions in exchange for firewood in
1BA3. This was aprparen t]‘.l" more relinble than erecdit,
which the |'||1|'.'|-|:r LY ool r'm:d unu:u:”f tolefant 1A
extending: “Some of vou who have had our paper for
several years without paying for ie—give us an
agrecable surprisc by paying up” (18)

Early American Travel

The carliest sextlers claimed the most accessible
traces in the Lake Sonoma Area, but even the most
conveniently locared homesteads were |2 miles from
Healdshurg or 8 from Cloverdale, Access o goods

required more than mere proximity oo trade centers; a
means of transportation was necded, and there wasa
varicty:

Missourians were happy to have heir “jacks”
[the stubborn, but hardy, mule] as
wranaporration Crhers walkoed of rode as funds
allowed. Those who came overland had ox-
teams ready to do service both as farm labor
and transpareation {19},

The settler with a fine tcam of horses had far greater
acecss bo bown than the man on foot or anc who
possessed a single old horse. Ones there, it mattered
lietle how much the growing town had o offers if all
that could be conveyed home were the most vieal
necessities. Trips o pown, therefore, were rarely
taken. Also keeping pecople home were the
innumerable chores about a ranch or Farm, especially
for those who could not afford a farmhand and whose
children were wo young to help. Mose of the children
listed on the 1860 census of the Lake Sonoma Arca
were voung, and no hired hands were couned.

The inadequare road svstem was an additional
deterrent to travel. Although the road to the Pricchetts
was described as a “fine carriage road” in 1863, the
way past this point was rough and sceep. Mid-19ch-
century travelers, who were used o shifting their
maode of transportation several times mid-jourmney,
“had to leave [their] bugey and cake to the saddle” at
the Pricchetts’ farm (200, For ranchers living near the
Eh.:l.g;;;:. Epri NS rEsore, the Wiy s that |Iui.|:|t was clear
rud i.ng--sufﬁl:itnt far a slugl:-tlul:h. Hﬂyund t]’ll::l'l;
were little more than narrow, rocky trails leading o
isolated homesteads, and the erip on home mighe take
as long as the first leg from Gevserville to Skaggs.
For settlers living in Cloverdale Township, a road
scaled the steep divide west of the Russian River, then
followed Yorty Creck vo Diry Creek and jogped from
ranch to ranch: an alternative route was labeled om an
carly map as “'rail from Scoos o Cloverdale.,™ It
was ol pm:ihl-r! toEravel from Cloverdale Tuwn:h:ip
i the i.':il'].' af Healds |'.'||.|.|‘E_ h'j E'n"nn."i.ng the route of the
old Reckpile Road. (Early maps of the project arca
depict the road system; see Chaprer 7).

The road woe Skaggs Springs was probably the best
maintained o the Lake Sonoma Area, at least during
the summer when crowds flocked o the resore. The
country vacation began for guests when they left
Geyserville via special stagecoach for the cight-mile
ride to the springs. Most accounts of early visits w
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The Skaggs Springs stage In 1913 {photo from the Obed Bosworth collection)

Skoges included a description of this experience.
Country stagecoach drivers were notonous for cheir
lively rides, and che crip up the narrow, winding rouge
had its daring curves to excite urban passengers.

Even with good access oo a moad, trips to town
were undertaken only with difficulty when the
weather was fine and .-|-I:|:|'|'.||:H:|:| almoat entirel ¥ in wet
weather. While zome rouites were pun:.hln i u::inl!i:r,
they were usually avoided. Whenan CCFEEACY, such
as riding to town to fetch the doctor, required aeripin
the rainy secason, it was made on horschack, since
iron bugey of wagon wheels created deep ruts in the
road.

Problems with roads were not limited w this
remore arca. In the winter of 1865, the local
newspaper claimed that “there 15 searcely a road 10
the cou r.||!1l|' 'F:uﬂ:lHl: :Fur a distance of ten miles without
liabiliey to sccident to person, or machine being stuck
i the mud™ {21} Eveninsummer the roads around
the early prosperous city of Healdsburg were hand ta
mavigate. O the main route just sutside Healdsburg,
a rraveler in 1859 poved that “our wheels sank into &
foor of dry, black powder™ { 221 Continuing northeast
wwards Knight's Yalley, he found conditions worse:

More than once, the road was arbierarily cut
off, and merned from its tree coarse, by the
fencing in of new fields, This was especially
disagreeable where a cove of level hattom
land had been thus inclosed, and we were
forced to take the hill-side, where the wheels
slipped slowly along, one side being
i.lnr:gi:r-uu:.l}' clevated above the aother. . _ .
The course of the hi.p;hw:l'_-' 1% whn”y at the
merey of the settlers, cach of whom makes
whatever changes his neced or convenicnce
may suggest (230

Im addition we fencing off roads, Farmens were said w
have dismantled bridges for use as lumber, thus
constantly undermining councy impove mens.

To deal with the pml'lh:m af mnintnining roads,
county ilJPI'."I"-'i.hD:l'E Fh::wd a law i 1864 which
required cach able-bodicd man between the ages of 21
and 50 to work cwo 10:hour shifes per yoar building or
repaicing moads in his district. Those who were
unwilling were fined $3.00 for cach day they refused
o work. Over the vears, the svstem was alvered:
general property taxes included funds for roads, and
road work was done by paid, part-time county
employess, Each district had a roadmaster, whose job
wis o regularly maintain roads and w hire and
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oversee a crew of local men when larger projects
were necessary. Around the turn of the century,
rancher George Matthews was road tender in the Dy
Crock uplands, while farmer Edwin Higgs held the
position in the upper Dry Creek Valley. Higgs and his
team of homes became a calofful feature of the valley,
with the bells on his gravel wagon announcing his
presence.

(sates across county roa ds were ]cgnl. a
:ti'puln.tinn af ri.ghl:-nf-w.l]r deeds in the 1.1.!1.|n|!1l|". Thﬂ':,'
recuired the traveler to stop frequently, dismount his
horse or wagon, and open the gate before going
through, closing the gate after him to prevent straying
livestock. There were 14 gawes beoween George
Marghews' ranch and the wwn of Cloverdale, a
distance of only as many rmiles. Cther obswmcles
slowed rravel. Anywhere berween grazing country
and market cowns one mighe oeen the bend and find the
road clogped with slow-moving cactle, sheep, or hogs.
To cross the river near Healdsburg in che early davs,
ane had o holler for the ferry boarman, whoe as often
as not had docked his craft on the opposite bank.

Given the problems with the road system, San
Francisco was little more aceessible o local sectler
families than it had been to the fasc-riding Califernios,
Coaches kefe daily for the docks on San Pablo Bay in
good weather, but all movement was halted in heavy
rains, There was also no adequate cranspartation for
heavy, bulk goods at a time when farms and ranches
had vastly outgrown the local market and necded to
mssve their p-rnl:lw,'i: and livestock greater diztances.
TI‘H:' scrlwEiiel  Eob I.hq::E pmbh:rn: Wwias a r.li]nru.d-
Rivalries between competing companics, however,
slowed the progress, and San Francisco was
connccted by milread o the castern United Statcs
before it had developed a system north of the bay
{24,

Californians had anticipaved a fnancial boon
following the ranscontinental connection in May
1869, expecting that goods shipped from the Orienteo
the West Coast would be 1m hi;h r]l:rl'l.n.nil in I:I'lr_'
castern states. Instcad mose of this trade passed
through the Suex Canal, which had been opened the
same year. The effece of this new East Coase-Oricnt
rade was crippling to California vraders and
meanufacoirers, but many other people benefived from
the new railroad, Suddenly there was virmually no
restriction on the availabilicy of goods; the markets
were glutted with caseern produeces ag prices thagthe
middle class could easily afford. Woolgrowers were

:rl:'l-uﬂ!l thase whao I'lnl‘urltl:d; before the r.l:i|rnl-|l.
castern buyers boughe mose of their wool from the
sheepraising regions of South America, Africa, and
Australia, since California was lietle more accessible
than these countries. Afeerwards, eastern buyers came
o San Francisco, and Califernia production soared
(25). The new connection must have had a positive
pevchological effect as well: Californians were no
longer living in an isolated backwater—chey
communicated wich the whale nation.

Construction of the railroad track in the Norch
Bay was finally completed in the spring of 1872, and
Cloverdale became the northern terminus of the San
Frapeises and Morthern Pacific Railroad. The
position was an enviable one, suddenly making this
amall wown of major importance for miles around.
The station became the peing v which all crade foom
Mendocine County, western Lake County, a large
portion of Humboelde, and the upper part of Sonoma
came for shipping. The editor of the Soroma
Democrar wrote enthusiastically of the changes the
railroad brovghe to Cloverdale;

Business had been at a stand-seill for many
vears and it was thoughe by many here that it
would never amount oo much, buc the
completion of the railroad has stirred the
people up again, and everybody is up and
doing and busingss has assumed a lively air
{26},

Scores of new buildings were being constructed, and
the |u|:l.|.1p:l|;'|-|:'|‘ r\-npnrl:td thuni 1II'|I':|' a !ﬂl.'l:it'&' nrhuilding
materials prevented more conseruction.

In the same docade that other pares of California
and ehe reseof the Unived Seates werne experiencing a
depression, Cloverdale, Healdsburg, and the arcas
surrounding therm were coonomically vitalized. Now
thene was an immediare shipping point for the wool,
wine, and tanbark of the area. Cartle and sheep were
driven the relatively short distance 0 the cars and
I:l:ln:P-urI'.r!r.l o markets '||.'| the south. Listzof rallroad
cxports from Healdsburg and Cloverdale in 1876
reflect lively commerce in the area (27). There was
varicty—grapes and other fruies, vegerables, wool,
tanbark, hops, hides and wallow, wine, grain, lumber
and livestock: there was alzo considetable guantiey in
some categories, such as the 1-1/2 million pounds of
wionl from Cloverdale—mare than the entire wool clip
for California in 1858 (28),
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The prosperous town of Cloverda
Somoma County, 1877)

Passenger travel also increased once the trains
started running. Cloverdale was the poing from which
all the travel to the Geysers Hot Springs—
considerable oaffic in those days—Ileft the cars.
Skoggs Hot Springs, served by the Geyserville
Seation, also saw scores of guests armiving cach day
I'"." ratlrmad. F.v'er':r' dav two trains made the round trip
between Claverdale and Donahue's |..a|'|.di|1,g. The I!:'ip
to the |:n|.‘|i.ng once took four-and-a-half hours: the
train cut the ride to only three. The trains had speed,
bue this was only onc of their advaneages. More
impomant, they were reliable. Major storms might
wash out a bridge or a section of vrack, but usually the
rranms rolled. And crains were comforeable: the cars
were enclosed and the ride was smooth. Stages were
hot and dusty in summer, cold and often wer in
winter, and they always prm'idcr] i j-lh:il:“l.'IE. bu ey
ride.

Coaches will be overloaded, it will rain, the
duse will drive, baggage will be left 1o the
stofm, passengers will gee sick, a gentleman
of gallanvry will hold the baby, children will
cry, passengers will getangry, the driver will
swear, the sensitive will shrink (29},

Ie in the 1870s (from Thompson 's

Histarical Arlas Map aof

Afterexperiencing these discomforts, ravelers ok
enthusiastically tothe grains, and even residents in the
Lake Bonoma Area began to travel to “the metropolis”
frequently,

In che late 18805, chis network of orode and gravel
began to :hnng-r: and e xpand. Cloverdale lost its
pmit:ir.rrl..a.t the northem I!l;:n'lin us of the San Francisoo
|'.II1I.‘I HDT'J‘!I! i Fill:'i:rii.' R .u|r||:|a.|.‘| when thf Eroi k.‘| Woro
forged through to Hopland and finally onto Ukiah in
1889, The Cloverdale station was seill the center of
shipment for northern Sonoma and southern
Mendocino counties, but Cloverdale was no longer a
focal poine for o broad region, and what had promised
o be a bustling community reached a placcau and
Erew no more,

To the west, d pew link to the coase was |:||.1|::r||:r.l
up in 189 by the county extension of the Skaggs
Springs Road o Stewart’s Point. The road followed
an Indian erail ehae had been used for foor eravel For
centuries, and MNative Amencans were among the
beneficiaries of the roure: Kashava Pome familics
near Steware's Point could now travel by buckboard
o seasonal field work in the Russian River Valley,
while Diry Creek and Cloverdale Indians used the
route for their regular summer trips to the coase, The
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Checking the tracks on the local railroad (photo courtesy of Edwin Langhart Museum, Healdsburg)

Skages Springs resort could now advertise chat chey
were 20 miles by road from che coast, allowing guests
excursions to the seashore, OF more cconomic
importance g some of the western residents of the
arca, the new road gave access to the coastal landings
arovund Stewart’s Poing and Gualala, where ships
carned timber and tanbark to San Francisen. Given
the paear roads in the ancia, oneé ald Ermier :I:.'ll:-l:r], “If
you could get iton a .-:hip, yvou could haul it across the
Pacific cheaper than you could haul it eo Healdshurg
by eeam™ (30} We have no record of how much the
coastal rouee was used by area residenes, bue there is
fin doube thae for ranchers living near the Gualals
divide, shipping poods 1o the west would have been
the casier route.

A thard rnJIj:n'rthung: in the travel network was a
shufe 1n the southern terminus of the l:l:ilruu.lJ. which
reduced the San Francisco-Cloverdale ride by a full
hour. The bay stcamecrs had plicd between San
Francisco and Donahue's Landing uneil 1884, when
the ratlroad was extended o Tiburon, and the stcamer
trip o San Francisco then took only a mene half howr.
Wich Fast crains and the new steamer connection, it
ook little longer o reach San Francisco from
Healdsburg or Cloverdale than it did a century laver.

EARLY COMMUNICATIONS

Cha AEEs i Commu nKAtinns kl’.‘i:ll. pace with those
i I!rmxpn:rl::ll!iun. With the cﬂmi.ng of the first stagc
stops in the carly 1850s, mail was delivered by Wells,
Fargo and Company to Healdsbhurg, Gevserville, and
Cloverdale. Most early mail from the rese of the
Unived States came to San Francisco by ship, Carried
arcund the Horn, the mail from the Ease Coast was
painfully slow, taking as much as cight months w
arrive. Ir is easy w imagine the anxiery of separated
familics, when the "news” inalemer might have been
completely reversed by the time of delivery, With the
establishment of overland mail service in 158, letrers
weok only 25 days from posting in midwestem cities to
delivery in San Francisco.

The vranscominental railroad made an enormous
difference in communications spead: an eXpress rain
foom Mew York to the West Coast ook only seven
davs. With two trains leaving San Francisco for
Cloverdale daily, mail from the border stages of
Virginia, kentucky, and Missouri—the previous home
of many Lake Sonoma Area settlers—could be in the
recipients’ hands within a week, on a par with pre-
airmail delivery in the 2{th century, Since some
scitlers mde vo town only every few months, howewver,
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The Cloverdale post office in the early twentieth century (photo courtesy of the Jonoma County Room,

Sonoma County Public Library, Sania Rosa)

the last few miles between post office and resident
could be the longese.

Mail was more readily acoessible o lowland
residents in 1877, when the little seulement of
Cozzens was cstablished in Dy Creek Valley about
owo miles downscream from the present dam. Mail
was delivered daily to the Corzens store, where there
was also eclepgraph service and, afeer 1890, a
telephone. From directonces of the drea, we can see
that some residents took advantage of this new
service. Mail service was also instituted ac the Skaggs
Springs resort and ae Theeops on the Rockpile Ranch,
beinging even remote ranches ineo closer contact with
the outside, alth l.lu|.:3|. some fesidents seill |'_|||_-:'|:|:|';_--;_‘I
the trip to one of the three towns w retrieve their
medil. There were ways o speed up communicition:
when cxpecting an urgent telegram, rancher Orville
Baldwin relates thar he asked the post office to deliver

it prompely to a Cloverdale livery stable, which senea
rider with the message immediately upon arnval,

Without telephones, and with the long rides
berwesn houses, |1r_'il|:_|'||!u.l|-.- often communicated h-':.
leweer. Messages were usually hand-delivered,
presumably by a ranchhand, another Family member,
orf a settler who happencd o be riding thar way, Inthe
Matthews collection, the magon ty of these mexsapes
alerted the recipient that his livestock had straved
ants the writer's properey. For more complex
messages, the writer would suggest a mecting “atthe
uwsual place,” no doubt some point on the range
midway beeween the two homesteads, Many letters
DEtween |1|:|',;:||.|.1l:r|':~. however, weee delivened I|!|:'-:a-u'r:J:|
the mails, so thar a message gencrated only a few
miles away mighe take a week or mone o be received.
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CHaNGING TIMES

The Lake Sonora Area was constantly reacting
o changes in the outside world and changing itself in
the process, The pace accelerated oward the end of
the 19th cenmury. and seon it became difficult o
distinguish berween the local communivy and the
outside, Clearly the area retained its identipy, bui it
was rapidly becoming assimilated into the rese of the
waorld.

Im 1896 a simple but important change in mail
delivery was institured in the councry. Thar was the
year in which rural free delivery was established, and
people no lenger had to hivch up their horses and leave
their propercy o send and receive mail. Mail was lefi
by the resident in & sack hung from a wire by the
roadside in frong of his house, The sack was picked up
by wagon on one leg of the crip; on the return trip a
sack containing mail for the resident was left on the
wire by the wagon driver.

A decade laver, a revolutionary change ocourred
with the coming of che telephone. Telephone service
had conpected major towns since the 1880, and
rexndenmts I"rnqur:nl!l':.' made ecalls when inwwn, In 1905
this service was brought to the resident’s door, when
a main ling from Healdsburg was extended to the
Higg:. house at the head of the vaH:}'. while an
imntermediante line ||:Ft Hendricks p-|a.|:t o the :||:||'!|r_'
overlooking Warm Springs Creck and connected with
Geyserville. Cloverdale Township joined the syseem
in 1909 Rwural service carried as many as 15
customers on one line, sach with a distinctive nng. In
addition o it function of transmitting messapes_ the
welephone came po be used as a Kind of communicy
entermainment. When receiving a call, it was
undersood thar neighbors mighe also pick uwp the
phone, and it was not uncomman for chree- and four-
WAy CONVETrsations o ensue.

The advantages of the elephone were great
enough that service was quickly adopred. Acceprance
of the automobile into the area came more slowly.
While some sutomobiles were available well before
the turm of the century and the firse Model T Ford was
introduced in 19409, wse of these machines was
inicially rescricted oo urban arcas. In 1913 Albern
“Mug™ Pritchet, son of one of the area’s original
settlers, became the first Ford dealer in Healdsburg.
But poor roads in the Lake Sonoma Area made the
automobile of questionable use. Upper Diry Creck
resident Orville Baldwin described the problem:

We did nok hngi f IJHIII'IEI.':lrI wnkll aboue 1917
and then only Fords and Chevrolees, We had
seen too many of the heavier cars bog down in
our roads in the winter time. Even in the
summer few cars could make the last mile
from the Benson land up to ourhouse, pans of
which rose four and one half feer oo the rod
[16-1/2 feet] (31)

Ouesiders, however, wanted to make the tri.p o []:r'!.'
En:t:ll;. h':' [ 1 l:;-nnl'sl': hl;tlhl:w.'l recerved more than
ane beeter from ciey Friends querying, “Can [ bring my
machine! Skaggs Springs guests also came into the
arca by machine—in this case a Mooreland eruck,
which replaced mose of the horse-dravwn stages by
1912, Slowly local residents purchased automobiles.
Edwin Higgs, the Dry Creck roadmasver, firsc
purchased anautomebile in 1921 and sold most of his
horses, Horses remained the only cransponation over
the range, and they were still needed to pass storm-
damaged roads. In the uplands bordering the Lake
Sonoma Area, the ordinary avtomebile is still no
magch for winter roads, and the four-wheel drive, no
the sedan, has replaced the horse,

Another innovation entered the area at about the
same time as the auromohile—the radio. According o
Baldwin, both the radio and the automobile had a
negative effect on ranch life, speeding the pace and
making residents dependent on their new
COMVENIENTTs:

The radio tempted men tostay in the house for
REETIE !.p-r:ci:l ]'.'|rv||gr|:|.|'n ir Eo hllrl‘:,‘ away ﬁ'nrr!
work o be on time for ic. When any trifling
article was necded, forey minues ook one to
town in the car, whercas by team of horses all
day was consumed on the round erip {325

The Skages Springs resort, alwavs guick oo offer the
larest conveniences and enterainment, announced in
a 1925 advertisement thar the horel had “a Modern
Radio r\:l:nl:l:-il.-":l'l!'l ser.” [n the lage 1920%, clectricity
wias hl‘uught in b mast of the Lake Sn-nuh'lu .ﬂ.n::l. &
final link to the outside which broughe refrigeration,
care=free lighting and heating, and numcerous other
CONAY CTHERCES.

The demise of the Skaggs Hor Springs resoft was
another major chanpge v affect the arca, dramarically
reducing the number of people in the Lake Sonoma
Arcd, The hotel had shifved s em phasis several times
im itz history, firse catering to the health conscious,

195



Berore Warw SerivGs Dam

The automohbile comes to the Skaggs Springs resort (photo from the Obed Bosworth collection)

then o the social elite and the socially ambitious who
wanged o be seen vacationing in the right company.
Competition among resorts after the tum of the
century lod Skages Springs to promote 168 recreational
:d?nntngr::. leading bo a more active, fu.mil'!.'ﬂinntnln-
The ingroduction of the u.l.ll:umui:!ih:. 1 p:lrt. led bo the
decline of the resort and it closing inthe carly 1940s.
With the opening of the Golden Gaee Bridge in 1937
and widespread road improvements, the resorn was
within a two-hour drive of the city. But many other
vacation possibilities were open as well. Travelers
were no longer forced o follow the most popular
paths, and drives could be aken in virtwally any
direction. Oither factors also acted to reduce the
rE%ort pnpulu.rit}'. The quickxi.l vEer mining “FI-EI'.II:iI:lﬂ
at Eku.;-_'_gs in the 1930, while |:r|:r|1:||.‘|= ||1.I:cr|::|t'|ng Eiva
few induserial buffs, could not have added to the
resort’s appeoal. More importane, the Great
D pression af the 1930s shaeply reduced the number
of people whe eould afford resore life. Then,
America’s intervention in Waorld War 11 further
sobered the naton; men were needed in the armed
forces, women were needed at home ro work in the
war effort, and vacations were a thing of the past. In
1942 che last daylight passenger train ran through

Cloverdale, the same year that Skaggs Springs closed.
A brief attempe to revive the resort in 1950 failed.

One pm;l-nsu! change which would have made an
immense difference in the area never materialized.
Btgin njng 16 I':HH-, FrEn.nn were made 6o rnrgc o
radlroad through the Diry Creek uplands. [n thae vear,
the San Francisco and MNorch Pacific Railroad
consolidared with six other carriers o form the
Morthwestern Pacific Railroad, Twe of the goals of
the new company wene a direct line from San
Francizco to Humbalde Couney and construction of
several new spurs from the main line, including a
proposed route from Healdsburg up Dyy Creek, past
Yorty Creek, and on e Mendocing County, A
railroad Stop in this remaote :n:p;inn woould have been an
ceonomic boon to mast of the arca’s residents: wool
and sheep, tanbark and timber, could have been
directly expomed. A station in uppor Dy Creck would
likely have stimulated the establishment of a small
eown, significantly eaising land prices. As one local
landowner wrote in 1903, “we will be in the swim
very soon” (33), Butthe railroad plans were slow. An
“electric road™ had been surveyed throwgh Marthews’
propeny by 1910, a fact which he offered as an
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entwcerment 1n a San Francisco advertisement for his
property. The company wene so far as submitting a
surveyed route map to the General Land Office and
the Scerctary of the Interior, who approved the
railroad right-of-way through publc lands. Several
fights-of-way were purchased from loacal landowners,
bue lictle more was heard of the projece. Then, in
Seprember 1925, the group relinguished their claims
and deeds vo the rights-of-way. The plans of some
specu lapars were certainly dashed.

The events of the 19605 to the 1980s perhaps
represent the most extreme case of the outside's effect
on the Lake Sonoma Arca. During these years,
hundreds of people—engincers, construction workers,
geologists, fish and wildlife advisors,
archacologists—worked daily in an area which once
had only a few score residents. The creation of the
Warm Springs Dam and Lake Sonoma will doubeless
have many profound effects, both planned and
unforeseen, on the region. In the immediate arca,
roads had vo be relocated, and mountainous land, once
good enough only for grazing sheep, now has the
porential to be developed inoo home sites. Canvon and
Dry Creek roads, narrow country ways, carry
vacationers and busloads of schowl children, who

come to view the Visitor Center displavs and the Fish
Hatchery. The nearhy towns of Geyserville,
Healdsburg, and Cloverdale, strategically locared
along the frecway, cannot be left untouched by the
new attraction. Municipal leaders have expressed
determination to contral their future, with those in
Healdsburg hoping o remain ofiented oward
agriculture. As a food-contrel device and water
source, the Warm Springs Dam and Lake Sonoma
will no doube stimulate prowth :lll:lng the lower
II'_'I]'II:!- D‘F tl'll!' Huuiu.n Riw:r.

Inaddition to these large-scale maverial effcets of
the conversion of the upper Dry Creck Valley o Lake
Sonsma, the studies that have been done of the area’s
cultire will affect the public ae lasge. At the damsite,
displays interpret the area’s history and prehistory,
Plans have also been made o bring information about
the arca’s natural and cultural history out into the
communicy in the form of reaching materials, movies,
and booklers. The interchange berween this small,
once remore area and the rest of che world has
increased, and the Lake Sonoma Area continues
affect, and be affeceed by, the outside world.

The Lake Sonoma Area, 1985
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For FurRTHER READING

Related Studies

To fulfill ivs abligation o the public, the U5, Army Corps of Engineers has published a final report in
three volumes, to which the present volume belongs, and three pamphlews on the culoural resowrces studies at
Lake Sonoma.

Mark E. Basgall and Paul Bouey, Predicfory in Northern Somoma Cownry: The Archarology of the Warm
Sprimgs Dam-Lake Sowome Profect (5an Francisco: U5, Army Corps of Engineers, 1985) This highly
technical volume has two parts: the finst outlines the history of the Lake Sonoma studics and synthesizes the
findings of the archacological investigations at the prehistoric sites; the second pare reports findings at
imdividual sives.

Suzanne B. Stewam, Time Before Time: Predistory and Archaeslopy in the Lake Sonoma Area (San
Francisco: 1.5, Army Corps of Engincers, 1983}, Written in a popular seyle, this pamphler explains the
methods and findings of the prehistoric archaeology ac Lake Sonoma,

David W, Peri and Scoce M. Pamerson, The Mikifobowna Powo of Dry Creed (5an Francisco: U8, Army
Corps of Engincers, 1985), A volume of the final report, cthis work describes the language, culture, prehiscory,
and history of the Mihilakawna Pomao,

Verm-Moe Fredrickson and David W. Peri, Mitiladowna and Matahme Pomo: The People of Late Sonoma
{5an Francisco: U5 Army f:nr_ps of Engi:m:q.rs, 15845, This pnmph'lcl: desweribes the Mikilokawno and
Makahmio Pomao ways of life as recorded ]:r:." :nthmpnl.ngi:-tu ".l.'tlrki:l'l!'_ with Mative American weholar.

Adran Pracezellis and Mary Pracezellis, Gome, dar Nor Forgorten: Historfead Glimpees of the Loty Sonoma
Area {Hlfl Fra nl:iﬂ'.‘n: .S, .H.l'n'l.'g ﬂnrpﬂ. ur'F.'l'lE'll‘l.m:n, IQE-’I-]. A nq:n'I::. of Hk:tﬂ;hl’!‘;‘l based an individuals who
once lived in the Lake Sonoma Arca, this pamphlet recounes the arca's history, as well as the cultural seudies
themsclves.

Bibliography of Warm Springs Dam-Lake Sonoma Project Reports

The authors of this volume recognize that our work would not have been possible without the contributions
of numerous scholars. Since Adan T:I'\E!'_:IH;LI wrote his pl‘l:'lirnil'ur:,r evaluation in 1964, ma ny :impurtnr:l:
t-l:rh.n:ir:u.E rcpl'rﬂx have been L'“I.‘I'J'F“I:r] an the i:ull.uru.l FERUTOES of the |Jku Sonoma Arca, We used some nf
these exeensively mo create the present volume. The bibliography that follows lsts reports which are general in
subject maeter and may appeal to nonprofessional audiences. The volumes are available for public viewing at
vartous public libraries in California and from the ULS. Corps of Engincers:

LL.5. Army Corps of Enginecrs
San Francisco Disorict

211 Main Screet

San Francisco, CA 94105

Baumhoff, Marin A,
1979 Research Design: Invertigation of Predistoric Archarolegical Sites. 52 pages + appendices. Includes
proposed rescarch questions, sampling smraregies, excavation mechods, and laboramry procedures for
prehisvoric sives, and an imponant cssay by Banmboff encided “The Evolution of Pome Sociery,”

Baumhoff, Martin A, and Robere L Orlins
1979 Aw Arckbeological Assay on Dy Creed, Sonema Cownfy, Cofiformie. Contributions of the University of
California Archacological Rescarch Facility, Mo, 40, 244 pages. Inclodes site ropons on the prehistoric mest
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History, Condition, and Prospects of the Tndian Trifes of the United States, ed. Henry R, Schooleraft
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E.W. Hilgard, T.C. Jones, and RW. Furnas, Repors on the Climaric and Agricaltaral Featwres and the
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A. L. Krocher, Hawdbood of the Tndians of California, Burcau of American Ethnology Bulletin 78
{Washingron, [LC.: Smithsonian Inscitution, 1925).

KErocher, Handbook, p. 3,

For more on Spanish and Mexican landholding, we recommend the following: W.W, Robinson, Lasd in
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possible. A brief, popular sccount using updated information is Suzanne B. Steware, Diwe defore Tinre:
Predistory and’ Archacology fn the Labe Sawema Areg (San Frncisco: USACE, 1985).

Lucy and Stephen Smith of Healdsburg, California, were active on the WS5CRS Native American
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